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PREFACE. 

f 

IT  has  long  been  delired  by  the  friends  of 
Mr  Edwards,  that  a  number  of  his  ma- 
nufcripts  fhould  be  publifhed  ;  but  the  dis¬ 
advantage  under  which  all  pofthumous  pu¬ 
blications  muft  neceflarily  appear,  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  any  conliderable  work 
printed  in  this  infant  country  hitherto,  have 
proved  fufficient  obftacles  to  the  execution 
of  fuch  a  propofal.  The  firfl  of  thefe  ob¬ 
ftacles  made  me  doubt,  for  a  conliderable 
time  after  thefe  manufcripts  came  into  my 
hands,  whether  I  could,  conliftently  with 
that  regard  which  1  owe  to  the  honour  of 
fo  worthy  a  parent,  fuffer  any  of  them  to 
appear  in  the  world.  However,  being  dif¬ 
fident  of  my  own  fentiments,  and  doubtful 
whether  1  were  not  over-jealous  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  I  determined  to  fubmit  to  the  opinion 
of  gentlemen,  who  are  friends  both  to  the 
character  of  Mr  Edwards  and  to  the  caufe 
of  truth.  The  confequence  was,  that  they 
gave  their  advice  for  publilhing  them. 

The  other  obftacle  was  removed  by  a  gen- 
tleman  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  who  was 
formerly  a  correfpondent  of  Mr  Edwards. 
He  engaged  a  bookfeller  to  undertake  the 
work,  and  alfo  lignified  his  defire  that  thefe 
following  difcourles  in  particular  might  be 
made  public, 

a  2  Mr 


R  E  F  A  C  E. 


Mr  Edwards  had  planned  a  body  of  di-3 
vinity,  in  a  new  method,  aiid  in  the  form 
of  a  hiftory  ;  in  which  he  was  hr  ft  to  lhow* 
how  the  moft  remarkable  events,  in  all  ages 
from  the  fall  to  the  prefent  times,  recorded 
in  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  were  adapted 
to  promote  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and 
then  to  trace,  by  the  light  of  fcripture- 
prophecy,  how  the  fame  work  fhould  be 
yet  further  carried  on  even  to  the  end  of  the 
•world.  His  heart  was  fo  much  fet  on  exe¬ 
cuting  this  plan,  that  he  was  conftderably 
averfe  to  accept  the  prehdentihip  of  Prince- 
town  college,  left  the  duties  of  that  office 
fhould  put  it  out  of  his  power. 

The  outlines  of  that  work  are  now  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  public,  as  contained  in  a  feries  of 
fermons,  preached  at  Northampton  in  1739*, 
without  any  view  to  publication.  On  that 
account,  the  reader  cannot  reafonably  ex¬ 
pect  all  that  from  them,  which  he  might 
juftly  have  expected,  had  they  been  written 
with  fuch  a  view,  and  prepared  by  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  own  hand  for  the  prefs. 

As  to  elegance  of  compofition,  which  is 
now  efteemed  fo  effentia  to  all  publica¬ 
tions,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  author  did 
not  make  that  his  chief  ftudy.  However, 
his  other  writings,  though  deftitute  of  the 


*  This  is  necefiary  to  be  remembered  by  the  reader, 
in  order  to  underhand  i'ome  chronological  obfervations 
in  the  following  work. 

ornaments 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

ornaments  of  fine  language,  have  it  feems 
that  folid  merit,  which  has  procured  both 
to  themfelves  and  to  him  a  confiderable  re¬ 
putation  in  the  world,  and  with  many  an 
high  efteem.  It  is  hoped  that  the  reader 
will  find  in  thefe  difcourfes  many  traces  of 
plain  good  fenfe,  found  reafoning,  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  facred  oracles, 
and  real  unfeigned  piety  :  and  that,  as  the 
plan  is  new,  and  many  of  the  fentiments 
uncommon,  they  may  afford  entertainment 
and  improvement  to  the  ingenious,  the  in- 
quifitive,  and  the  pious  reader ;  may  con¬ 
firm  their  faith  in  God’s  government  of  the 
world,  in  our  holy  Ghriftian  religion  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  in  many  of  its  peculiar  doc¬ 
trines  ;  may  affifl  in  fludying  with  greater 
pleafiire  and  advantage  the  hiftorical  and 
prophetical  books  of  feripture;  and  may 

excite  to  a  Converfation  becoming  the  go- 
fpel. 

That  this  volume  may  produce  thefe  hap¬ 
py  effedls  in  all  who  fhall  perule  it,  is  the 
hearty  defire  and  prayer  of 

•i  I  lly'.llV/  '  '  f  v  *  v 

The  reader’s  molt  humble  fervant. 

x  ' 

i#IiJ  J/jii  4 

Newhaven ,  Feb.  2  C. 

1  7  7  3- 

Jonathan  Edwards, 


THEY  who  have  a  relifh  for  the  ftucly 
of’  the  fcriptures,  and  have  accefs  to 
perufe  the  following  fheets,  will,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  deem  themfelves  much  indebted  to 
the  Reverend  Mr  Edwards  of  Newhaven 
for  confenting  to  publilh  them.  Though 
the  acute  philofopher  and  deep  divine  ap¬ 
pears  in  them,  yet  they  are  in  the  general 
better  calculated  for  the  inftruction  and  im¬ 
provement  of  ordinary  Chnftians,  than  thofe 
of  Prelident  Edwards  s  writings,  wheie  the 
abftrufe  nature  of  the  fubjed,  or  the  fubtle 
objeaions  of  oppofers  of  the  truth,  led  him 
to  more  abflrad  and  metaphyfical  reafon- 
ings.  The  manufcript  being  intrufted  to 
my  care,  I  have  not  prefumed  to  make  any 
change  in  the  fentiments  or  compoiition. 
I  have,  however,  taken  the  liberty  to  reduce 
it  from  the  form  of  fermons,  which  it  ori¬ 
ginally  bore,  to  that  of  a  continued  trea- 
tife;  and  I  have  fo  altered  and  diverfihed 
the  marks  *  of  the  leveral  divisions  and  fub- 
divilions,  that  each  clafs  of  heads  mignt  bo 
eafily  diftinguifhed.  ;  .  . 
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Edinburg h ,  April  29.  John  Erskine, 

1774- 
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*  PdP r.  315.  till.  31.  for  IV.  read  4th ly ,  .  See  in 
p  260.  210.  a  divifion  marked  III.  fubdmded  into  four 
under-parts ;  o£  which,  i ft,  begins  on  p.270.;  2d  y, 
on  P.274-i  Sdfyyon  p.  283...^. and  IV.  onpv.3'5- 
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Isaiah  li.  8. 


kor  the  moth  Jhall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment ,  and  the 
'worm  fiall  eat  them  like  wool  i  but  my  right eouf- 
nefs  Jhall  be  for  ever ,  and  my  falvation  from  genera - 
tion  to  generation . 


.f  *  • . 

H  E  defign  of  this  chapter  is  to  comfort  the 
church  under  her  fufferings,  and  the  per¬ 
fections  of  her  enemies  ;  and  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  confolation  inhfted  on  is,  the  con- 
ftancy  and  perpetuity  of  God’s  mercy  and 


faithfulnefs  towards  her,  which  fhall  be  manifed:  ia 
continuing  to  work  falvation  for  her,  protecting  her  a- 
gainft  all  afiaults  of  her  enemies,  and  carrying  her  fafe- 
ly  through  all  the  changes  of  the  world,  and  finally 
crowning  her  with  victory  and  deliverance. 

In  the  text,  this  happinefs  of  the  church  of  God  is 
fet  forth  by  comparing  it  with  the  contrary  fate  of  her 
enemies  that  opprefs  her.  And  therein  we  may  ob« 
ferve,  • 

i .  How  fhort-lived  the  power  and  profperity  of  the 
church’s  enemies  is  :  The  moth  foall  eat  them  np  like  a 
garment ,  and  the  worm  floall  eat  them  like  wool ;  i.e. 
however  great  their  profperity  is,  and  however  great 
their  prefent  glory,  they  fhall.  by  degrees  confume  and 
tanifh  away  by  a  fecret  curfe  of  God,  til}  they  come  to 


nothing  *, 
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nothing  ;  and  all  their  power  and  glory,  and  fo  their 
perfecutions,  eternally  ceafe,  and  they  be  finally  and  ir¬ 
recoverably  ruined.  As  the  fiiiefl  and  moft  glorious  ap¬ 
parel  will  in  time  wear  away,  and  be  confumed  by 
moths  and  rottennefs,  we  learn  who  thofe  are  that  fhalt 
thus  confume  away,  by  the  foregoing  verfe,  viz.  "  thofe 
that  are  the  enemies  of  God’s  people  :  Hearke'h  unto 
me ,  ye  that  know  righteoufnefs^  the  people  in  whofe  heart 
is  my  law ,  fear  ye  not  the  reproach  of  men ,  neither  be  ye 
afraid  of  their  revilings , 

2.  The  contrary  happy  lot  and  portion  of  God’s 
church,  expreffed  in  thefe  words,  My  right cou fiefs 
Jhall  be  for  ever ,  and  my  falvation  from  generation  to 
generation.  Who  are  meant  as  thofe  that  lhall  have 
the  benefit  of  this,  we  alio  learn  by  the  preceding  verfe, 
viz.  They  that  know  right eoufnefs,  and  the  people  in 
whofe  heart  is  God's  lave  ;  or,  in  one  word,  the  church 
of  God.  And  concerning  this  happinefs  of  theirs  here 
fpoken  of,  we  may  obferve  two  things,  viz.  i.  Where¬ 
in  it  confifls ;  2.  Its  continuance. 

(l)  Wherein  it  confifls,  viz.  In  God’s  righteouf- 
nefs  and  falvation  toward  them.  By  God’s  righteouf- 
nefs  here,  is  meant  his  faithfulnefs  in  fulfilling  his  co¬ 
venant-  promifes  to  his  church,  or  his  faithfulnefs  to¬ 
wards  his  church  and  people  in  bellowing  the  benefits 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  upon  them ;  which  benefits, 
though  they  are  bef lowed  of  free  and  fovereign  grace, 
as  being  altogether  undeferved  ;  yet  as  God  has  been 
pleafed,  by  the  promifes  of  the, covenant  of  grace,  to 
bind  himfelf  to  beflow  them,  fo  they  are  bellowed  in 
the  exercife  of  God’s  righteoufnefs  or  juflice.  And 
therefore  the  apoflle  fays,  Heb.  vi.  io.  God  is  not 
unrighteous ,  to  forget  your  work  and  labour  of  love  And 
fo,  i  John  i.  9  If  we  confefs  our  fins ,  he  is  faithful ,  and 
juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins ,  and  to  clean fe  i is  from  all  un- 
right  cou  fiefs,  So  the  word  righteoufnefs  is  very  often 
tiled  in  feripture  for  God’s  covenant-faithfulnefs  ;  fd 
it  is  ufed  in  Nehem.  ix.  8.  Thou  haft  performed  thy 
words ,  for  thou  art  righteous.  So  we  are  often  to  un¬ 
derhand  righteoufnefs  and  covenant-mercy  for  the  fame 
thing  ;  as  Pfal  xxiv.  5.  He  jhall  receive  the  blejfing 
from  the  Lord ,  and  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  his  fal - 
vaiion .  Pial.  xxxvi.  10,  Continue  thy  loving  kindnefs  to 

them 
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them  that  know  thee ,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  to  the  upright 

in  heart .  And  Pfal.  li.  14.  Deliver  me  from  blood - 
guilt inefs ,  0  God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation  :  and  my 
tongue  fhall  fing  aloud  of  thy  right  eoufnefs.  Dan. 
ix.  16.  0  Lord ,  according  to  thy  right  eoufnefs,  I  befeech 

thee ,  let  thine  anger  and  thy  fury  be  turned  away. - 

And  fo  in  innumerable  other  places.  . 

The  other  word  here  ufed  is  falvation.  Of  thefe 
two,  God’s  righteoufnefs  and  his  falvation,  the  one  is 
the  caufe,  of  which  the  other  i$  the  effect.  God’s 
righteoufnefs,  or  covenant-mercy,  is  the  root  of  which 
his  falvation  is  the  fruit.  Both  of  them  relate  to  the 
covenant  of  grace.  The  one  is  God’s  covenant- mercy 
and  faitlifulnefs,  the  other  intends  that  work  of  God 
by  which  this  covenant-mercy  is  accomplillied  in  the 
fruits  of  it.  For  falvation  is  the  fum  of  all  thofe 
works  of  God  by  which  the  benefits  that  are  by  the 
covenant  of  grace  are  procured  and  bellowed. 

(2)  We  may  obferve  its  continuance,  fignified  here 
by  two  expreflions  \  for  ever ,  and  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration.  The  latter  feems  to  be  explanatory  of  the 
former.  The  phrafe  for  ever ,  is  varioufly  ufed  in 
fcripture.  Sometimes  thereby  is  meant  as  long  as  a 
man  lives.  So  it  is  faid,  the  fervant  that  has  his  ear 
bored  through  with  an  awl  to  the  door  of  his  maker, 
fhould  be  his  for  ever .  Sometimes  thereby  is  meant 
during  the  continuance  of  the  Jewifh  ffate.  So  of 
many  of  the  ceremonial  and  Levitical  laws  it  is  faid, 
that  they  fhould  be  ffatutes  for  ever .  Sometimes  it 
means  .as  long  as  the  world  fhall  hand,  or  to  the  end 
of  the  generations  of  men.  So  it  is  faid,  Ecclef.  i.  4. 
“  One  generation  paffeth  away,  and  another  cometh  * 
((  but  the  earth  abideth  for  ever”  Sometimes  thereby 
is  meant  to  all  eternity.  So  it  is  faid,  “  God  is  bleffed 
i(  for  ever,”  Rom.  i.  25.  And  fo  it  is  faid,  John 
vi.  51.  “  If  any  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  iliall  live 

“  for  ever” - And  which  of  thefe  fenfes  is  here  to  be 

■underflood,  the  next  words  determine,  viz.  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  or  to  the  end  of  the  generations  of  men. 
It  is  laid  in  the  next  words,  u  and  my  falvation  from 

generation  to  generation .”  Indeed  the  fruits  of  God’s 
falvation  fhall  remain  after  the  end  of  the  world,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the.  6th  verfe  :  (i  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  hea- 
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“  vens,  and  look  upon  the  earth  beneath  :  for  the 
“  heavens  fhall  vanifh  away  like  fmoke,  and  the  earth 
cc  lhall  wax  old  like  a  garment,  and  they  that  dwell 
€(  therein  fhall  die  in  like  manner,  but  my  falvation 
€C  fhall  be  for  ever ,  and  my  right eaufnefs  Jhall  not  be  a - 
bolifoedP  But  the  work  of  falvation  itfelf  toward 
the  church  fhall  continue  to  be  wrought  till  then  :  till 
the  end  or  the  world  God  will  go  on  to  accomplifh 
deliverance  and  falvation  for  the  church,  from  all  her 
enemies  ;  for  that  is  what  the  prophet  is  here  fpeaking 
of ;  till  the  end  of  the  world  ;  till  her  enemies  ceafe  to 
be,  as  to  any  power  to  moleft  the  church.  And  this 
expreffion,  from  generation  to  generation ,  may  deter¬ 
mine  us  as  to  the  time  which  God  continues  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  falvation  for  his  church,  both  with  re- 
Ipecf  to  the  beginning  and  end.  It  is  from  generation 
to  generation,  i.  e.  throughout  all  generations  ;  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  generations  of  men  on  the  earth,  and 
not  ending  till  thefe  generations  end,  at  the  end  of  the 

world. - And  therefore  we  deduce  from  thefe  words 

this 


DOCTRINE. 

The  work  of  redemption  is  a  work  that  God 
carries  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

The  generations  of  mankind  on  the  earth  did  not 
begin  till  after  the  fall.  The  beginning  of  the  pofteri-* 
ty  of  cur  fir  ft  parents  was  after  the  fall  \  for  all  their 
pofterity,  by  ordinary  generation,  are  partakers  of  the 
fall,  and  of  the  corruption  of  nature  that  followed 
from  it ;  and  thefe  generations,  by  which  the  human 
race  is  propagated,  fhall  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
world  :  fo  thefe  two  are  the  limits  of  the  generations 
of  men  on  the  earth  ;  the  fall  of  man,  the  beginning; 
and  the  end  of  the  world,  or  the  day  of  judgement, 
the  end.  The  fame  are  the  limits  of  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  as  to  thofe  progrefhve  works  of  God,  by 
which  that  redemption  is  brought  about  and  accom- 
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phflied  though  not  as  to  the  fruits  of  it ;  for  they,  as 
was  faid  before,  fhall  be  to  all  eternity. 

The  work  of  redemption  and  the  work  of  falvation 

a' u  fTVh-ng\  .  Wh;U  is  fom«imes  in  fcripture 
called  God  s  faving  his  people,  is  in  other  places  called 

Ins  redeeming  them.  So  Chrift  is  called  both  the  Sa¬ 
viour  and  the  Redeemer  of  his  people. 

Bepore  entering  on  the  propofed  Hiftory  of  the 
Work  of  Redemption,  I  would, 

r.  Explain  the  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  do&rine  •  — 
and,  * 

2.  Show  what  thofe  things  are  that  are  defiened  to 
be  accomplifhed  by  this  great  work  of  God. 

Firft,  I  would  fhow  in  what  fenfe  the  terms  of  the 

doanne  are  ufed. - And,  i .  I  would  fhow  how  I 

would  be  underhood  when  I  ufe  the  word  redemption  : 
i— and,  2.  how  I  would  be  underflood  when  I  fav 
this  work  is  a  work  of  God  carried  on  from  the  fall  of 
man  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

I.  I  would  fhow  how  I  would  be  underflood  when  I 

me  the  word  redemption . - And  here  it  may  be  ob- 

ferved,  that  the  work  of  redemption  is  fometimes 
underflood  m  a  more  limited  fenfe,  for  the  purchafe 
of  falvation  ;  for  fo  the  word  ftridly  fignifies,  a  pur- 
chale  of  deliverance  ;  and  if  we  take  the  word  in  this 
retrained  fenfe,  the  work  of  redemption  was  not  fo 

1D  1dom^;  .But  'lt  was  begun  and  finifhed  with 
^nriit  s  humiliation.  It  was  all  wrought  while  Chrifl 

was  upon  earth.  It  was  begun  with  Chrifl’s  incarna¬ 
tion,  and  carried  on  through  Chrifl’s  life,  and  finifhed 
with  his  death,  or  the  time  of  his  remaining  under  the 
power  of  death,  which  ended  in  his  refurredlion  :  and 
io  we  fay,  that  the  day  of  Chrift’s  refurredion  is  the 
day  when  Chrifl  finifhed  the  work  of  redemption,  i.  e . 
then  the  purchafe  was  finifhed,  and  the  work  itfelf. 
and  all  that  appertained  to  it,  was  virtually  done  and 
finifhed,  but  not  adlually. 

But  then  fometimes  the  work  of  redemption  is  ta- 
ken  more  largely,  including  all  that  God  works  or  ac- 
complilhes  tending  to  this  end  5  not  only  the  purchasing 
01  tedemption,  but  alfo  all  God’s  works  that  were  pro- 
pei  y  piepaiatorv  tp  the  purchafe,  or  as  applying  the 

purchafe 
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purehafe  and  accompliffiing  the  fuccefs  of  it :  fo  that 
the  whole  difpenfation,  as  it  includes  the  preparation, 
and  the  purehafe,  and  the  application  and  luccefs  of 
Chrift’s  redemption,  is  here  called  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  All  that  Chrift  does  in  this  great  affair  as  media¬ 
tor,  in  any  of  his  offices,  either  of  prophet,  prieft,  or 
king  ;  either  when  he  was  in  this  world,  in  his  human 
nature,  or  before  or  fince  ;  and  not  only  what  Chrift 
the  mediator  has  done,  but  alfo  what  the  Father,  or  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  have  done,  as  united  or  confederated  in 
this  defign  of  redeeming  finfulmen*,  or,  in  one  word,  ail 
that  is  wrought  in  execution  of  the  eternal  covenant  or 
redemption  •,  this  is  what  I  call  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  in  the  do&rine  *,  for  it  is  all  but  one  work,  one  de¬ 
fign.  The  various  difpenfations  or  works  that  belong 
to  it,  are  but  the  feveral  parts  of  one  fcheme.  It  is  but 
one  defign  that  is  formed,  to  which  all  the  offices  of 
Chrift  do  direttly  tend,  and  in  which  all  the  perfons  of 
the  Trinity  do  confpire,  and  all  the  various  difpenfa¬ 
tions  that  belong  to  it  are  united ;  and  the  feveral 
wheels  are  one  machine,  to  anlwer  one  end,  and  pro¬ 
duce  one  effect. 

II.  When  1  fay,  this  work  is  carried  on  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world  j  in  oidei  to  the 
full  undemanding  of  my  meaning  in  it,  I  would  defire 

two  or  three  things  to  be  obferved. 

i.  That  it  is  not  meant,  that  nothing  was  done  in  or¬ 
der  to  it  before  the  fall  of  man.  There  were  many 
things  done  in  order  to  this  work  of  redemption  befoie 
that.  Some  things  were  done  before  the  world  was 
created,  yea  from  all  eternity.  The  perfons  of  the 
Trinity  were  as  it  were  confederated  in  a  defign  and  a 
covenant  of  redemption  *,  in  which  covenant  the  Fa¬ 
ther  had  appointed  the  Son,  and  the  Son  had  undei- 
taken  the  work  ;  and  all  things  to  be  accompliffied  in 
the  work  were  ftipulated  and  agreed.  And  befides 
thefe,  there  were  things  done  at  the  creation  of  the 
world,  in  order  to  that  work,  before  man  fell  *,  for  the 
world  itfelf  feems  to  have  been  created  in  oidei  to  it. 
The  work  of  creation  was  in  order  to  God’s  works  of 
providence  :  fo  that  if  it  be  inquired,  which  of  thele 
kinds  of  works  is  the  greateft,  the  works  of  creation 

or  the  works  of  providence  ?  I  anfwer,  the  works  ot 

providence  \ 
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providence;  becaufe  God’s  works  of  providence  are 
the  end  of  his  works  of  creation,  as  the  building  an 
houie,  or  the  forming  an  engine  or  machine,  is  for  its 
tile.  But  God  s  main  work  of  providence  is  this  great 
work  of  God  that  the  doctrine  fpeaks  of,  as  may  more 
xully  appear  hereafter. 

The  creation  of  heaven  was  in  order  to  the  work  of 
redemption  :  it  was  to  be  an  habitation  for  the  redeem¬ 
ed  s  Match,  xxv.  34.  “  Then  fhall  the  King  fay  unto 
them  on  his  right.  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world  ”  Even  the  angels  were  created 
to  be  employed  in  this  work.  And  therefore  the  apo- 
t  e  calls  them,  “  minifiring  /pints,  fent  forth  to  mini- 
ller  for  then\  who  lhall  be  heirs  of  falvation,”  Hcb. 
1-  r,4*  t0  this  lower  world,  it  was  doubtlefs  created 
toi  De  a  itage  upon  which  this  great  and  wonderful  work 
of  redemption  Ihould  be  t  ran  faded  :  and  therefore,  as 
might  be  drown,  in  many  refpedts  this  lower  world  is 
wilely  fitted,  in  the  formation,  for  fuch  a  date  of  man 
as  he  is  in  lince  the  fall,  under  a  podibility  of  redemp¬ 
tion  ,  o  that  when  it  is  faid,  that  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  it  is  not  meant,  that  all  that  ever  was  done  in 
order  to  redemption  has  been  done  fince  the  fall.  Nor, 

2.  Is  it  meant  that  there  will  be  no  remaining  fruits 
of  this  work  alter  the  end  of  the  world  ?  The  greateft 
fruits  of  all  will  be  after  that.  That  glory  and  blefTed- 
nefs  that  will  be  the  fum  of  all  the  fruits,  will  remain 
to  all  the  faints  after  that.  The  work  of  redemption  is 
not  an  eternal  work,  1.  e.  it  is  not  a  work  always  a- 
domg  and  never  accomplidied.  But  the  fruits  of  this 
woi  are  eternal  fruits.  The  work  has  an  iflue.  But 
in  the  idue  the  end  will  be  obtained;  which  end  will 
never  have  an  end.  As  thofe  things  that  were  in  or- 

er  to  this  work  before  the  beginning  of  the  world,  as 
tjod  s  electing  love,  and  the  covenant  of  redemption, 
never  had  a  beginning  ;  fo  the  fruits  of  this  work,  that 

a  bcAafter  the  end  the  world,  never  will  have  an 
end.  And  therefore, 

3.  When  it  is  faid  in  the  doctrine,  that  this  is  a 
work  that  God  is  carrying  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to 

e  end  of  the  world,  what  I  mean  is,  that  thofe  things 

that 
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that  belong  to  this  work  itfelf,  and  arc  parts  of  this 
fcheme,  'are  all  this  while  accomplifhing.  There  arc 
things  that  are  in  order  to  it  that  are  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  it,  and  fruits  of  it  that  are  after  it  is  finifhedv 
But" the  work  itfelf  is  fo  long  a-doing,  even  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world,  it  is  all  this  while 
a  carrying  on.  It  was  begun  immediately  upon  the  fall, 
and  will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  then 
will  be  finifhed.  The  various  difpenfations  of  God 
that  are  in  this  fpace,  do  belong  to  the  fame  work,  and 
to  the  fame  dellgn,  and  have  all  one  blue  *,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  all  to  be  reckoned  but  as  feveral  parts  of  one 
work,  as  it  were  feveral  fucceflive  motions  of  one  ma¬ 
chine,  to  bring  about  in  the  conclufion  one  great  event. 

And  here  alfo  we  mud:  diflinguifh  between  the  parts 
of  redemption  itfelf,  and  the  parts  of  the  work  by 
which  that  redemption  is  wrought  out.  There  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  parts  of  the  benefits  procured  and 
bellowed,  and  the  parts  of  the  work  of  God  by  which 
thofe  benefits  w'ei'e  procured  and  bellowed.  As,  for 
example,  there  is  a  difference  between  the  parts  of  the 
benefit  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  received,  confifling 
in  their  redemption  out  of  Egypt,  and  the  parts  of  that 
work  of  God  by  which  this  was  wrought.  The  re¬ 
demption  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  con- 
fidered  as  the  benefit  which  they  enjoyed,  conlifled  of 
two  parts,  viz.  their  deliverance  from  their  former  E- 
gyptian  bondage  and  mifery,  and  their  being  bi ought 
into  a  more  happy  flate,  as  the  fervants  of  God,  and 
heirs  of  Canaan.  But  there  are  many  more  things 
which  are  parts  of  that  work  of  God  which  is  called 
his  work  of  redemption  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt. ^  To 
this  belongs  his  calling  of  Moles,  his  fending  him  to 
Pharaoh,  and  all  the  iigns  and  wonders  he  wrought  in 
Egypt,  and  his  bringing  fuch  terrible  judgements  on 
the  Egyptians,  and  many  other  things. 

It  is  this  work  by  which  God  effe£ls  redemption  that 
we  are  fpeaking  of.  This  work  is  carried  on  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  and  it  is  fo  in  two 

( i )  With  refpedl  to  the  effedl  wrought  on  the  fouls 

of  the  redeemed  \  which  is  common  to  all  ages  from 

the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Ibis  efieel 
„  that 
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that  I  here  fpeak  of,  is  the  application  of  redemption 
with  relpect  to  the  fouls  of  particular  perforft,  in  con¬ 
verting,  juftifyihg,  fa  net  i  lying,  and  glorifying  of  them. 
i3y  thele  things  the  fouls  of  particular  perfons  are  ac¬ 
tually  redeemed,  and  do  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
work  of  redemption  in  its  effect  in  their  fouls.  And 
in  this  fenfe  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  in 
all  ages  of  the  world,  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end 
o  the  world.  1  he  work  of  God  in  converting  fouls, 
opening  blind  eyes,  uriftopping  deaf  ears,  raifing  dead 
ouls  to  life j  and  refeuing  the  miferable  captivated  fouls 
t*le  hands  of  Satan,  was  begun  foon  after  the 
a  of  man,  has  been  carried  on  in  the  world  ever  fince 
to  this  day,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Gocf 
has  always,  ever  fince  the  firft  erecting  of  the  church  of 
the  redeemed  after  the  fall,  had  fuch  a  church  in  the 
woi  .  Though  oftentimes  it  has  been  reduced  to  a 

very  narrow  compafs,  and  to  low  circumftances  :  yet  it 
has  never  wholly  foiled. 

.  -^nd  a?  Gccl  carries  on  the  work  of  converting  the 
fouls  of  fallen  men  through  all  thefe  ages,  fo  he  goes 
on  to  juftify  them,  to  blot  out  ail  their  fins,  and  to  ac¬ 
cept  them  as  righteous  in  his  fight,  through  the  rieh- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  adopt  and  receive  them  from 
emg  t  re  children  of  Satan,  to  be  his  own  children  ; 
10  alio  he  goes  on  to  fan£lify,  or  to  carry  on  the  work 
his  grace,  which  he  has  begun  in  them,  and  to 
cormort  them  with  the  confolations  of  his  Spirit,  and 
o  gloi  ify  them,  to  beftow  upon  them,  when  their  bo* 
dies  die.,  that  eternal  glory  which  is  the  fruit  of  the 
purchafe  of  Chrift.  What  is  faid,  Rom.  viii.  30. 
Whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called  • 
and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified ;  and 
whom  he  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified I  Iky 

tins  is  applicable  to  all  ages,  from  the  fall,  to  the  end  of 
the  world. 


The  way  that  the  work  of  redemption,  with  refpe<ft 
to  thefe  efiects  of  it  on  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed,  is 
carried  on  from  the  fall  to  the  end  of  the  world,,  is  bv 
repeating  and  continually  working  the  fame  work  over 
again,  though  in  different  perfons,  from  age  to  age. 
~  '  *  . 

(2)  Ixie  work  of  redemption  with  refpefi  to  the 

B  grand 


to 
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grand  defign  in  general,  as  it  refpefts  the  univerfal  fub^ 
left  and  end,  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the 
end  of  the  world  in  a  different  manner,  not  merely  by 
repeating  or  renewing  the  fame  effect  in  the  different 
iubjefts  of  it,  but  by  many  fucceflive  works  and  diipen- 
fations  of  God,  all  tending  to  one  great  end  and  effeft, 
al  united  as  the  feveral  parts  of  a  fcheme,  and  all  to¬ 
gether  making  up  one  great  work.  Like  an  houfe 
or  temple  that  is  building  *,  firft,  the  workmen  are  fent 
forth,  then  the  materials  are  gathered,  then  the  ground 
fitted,  then  the  foundation  is  laid,  then  the  fuperflruc- 
ture  is  erefted,  one  part  after  another,  till  at  length 
the  top-ftone  is  laid,  and  ail  is  finifhed.  Now  the 
work  of  redemption  in  that  large  fenfe  that  has  been 
explained,  may  be  compared  to  fuch  a  building,  that  is 
carrying  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  °  God  went  about  it  immediately  after  the  fall  of 
man.  Some  things  were  done  towards  it  immediately, 
as  may  be  fhown  hereafter  ,  and  io  God  has  proceeded, 
as  it  were,  getting  materials  and  building,  e\ci  iince  ^ 
and  fo  will  proceed  to  the  end  of  the  world  *,  and  then 
the  time  will  come  when  the  top-hone  final!  be  brought 
forth,  and  all  will  appear  complete  and  confumniate. 
The  glorious  flrufture  will  then  hand  forth  in  its  pro¬ 
per  perfection. 

This  work  is  carried  on  in  the  former  reipeft  that 
has  been  mentioned,  viz.  as  to  the  effeft  on  the  fouls 
of  particular  perfons  that  are  redeemed,  by  its  being  an 
effeft  that  is  common  to  all  ages.  The  work  is  carried 
on  in  this  latter  refpeft,  viz.  as  it  refpefts  the  chinch 
of  God,  and  the  grand  defign  in  general,  it  is  carried 
on,  not  only  by  that  which  is  common  to  all  ages,  but 
by 5  fucceflive  works  wrought  in  different  ages,  all  parts 
of  one  whole,  or  one  great  fcheme,  whereby  one  work 
is  brought  about  by  various  heps,  one  ffep  in  one  age, 
and  another  in  another.  It  is  this  carrying  on  of  the 
work  of  redemption  that  I  fliall  chiefly  infill  upon, 
though  not  excluding  the  former  *,  for  one  neceffarily 
fuppoies  the  other. 

Having  thus  explained  what  I  mean  by  the  teims  or 
the  doftrine  >  that  you  may  the  more  clearly  fee  how 

the  great  defrnn  and  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on 
®  •  from 
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from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  I  lay, 
in  order  to  this, 

I  now  proceed,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  fhow  what  is 
the  defign  of  this  great  work,  or  what  things  are  de¬ 
figned  to  be  done  by  it.  In  order  to  fee  how  a  defign 
is  carried  on,  we  mud;  firft  know  what  the  defign  is. 
To  know  how  a  workman  proceeds,  and  to  underhand 
the  various  heps  he  takes  in  order  to  accomplifh  a  piece 
of  work,  we  need  to  be  informed  what  he  is  about,  or 
what  the  thing  is  that  he  intends  to  accompli/h  ;  other- 
wile  we  may  hand  by,  and  fee  him  do  one  thing  after 
another,  and  be  quite  puzzled  and  in  the  dark,  feeing  no¬ 
thing  of  his  fcheme,  and  underhanding  nothing  of  what 
he  means  by  it.  If  an  architect,  with  a  great  number  of 
hands,  were  a  building  fome  great  palace,  and  one  that 
was  a  hranger  to  fuch  things  Ihould  hand  by,  and  fee 
fome  men  digging  in  the  earth,  others  bringing  timber, 
others  hewing  hones,  and  the  like,  he  might  fee  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  done  ;  but  if  he  knew  not  the 
defign,  it  would  all  appear  to  him  confufion.  And 
therefore,  that  the  great  works  and  difpenfittions  of 
God  that  belong  to  this  great  affair  of  redemption  may 
not  appear  like  confufion  to  you,  I  would  let  before 
you  briefly  the  main  things  defigned  to  be  accompliih- 
ed  in  this  great  work,  to  accomplilh  which  God  be¬ 
gan  to  work  prelently  after  the  fall  of  man,  and  will 
continue  working  to  the  end  of  the  world,  when  the 
whole  work  will  appear  completely  finilhed.  And  the 
main  things  defigned  to  be  done  by  it  are  tliele  that  fol¬ 
low. 

I.  It  is  to  put  all  God’s  enemies  under  his  feet,  and 
that  the  goodnefs  of  God  fhould  finally  appear  triumph¬ 
ing  over  all  evil.  Soon  after  the  world  was  created,  e- 
vil  entered  into  the  world  in  the  fall  of  the  angels  and 
man.  Prefently  after  God  had  made  rational  crea¬ 
tures,  there  were  enemies  who  role  up  againff  him 
from  among  them  ;  and  in  the  fall  of  man  evil  entered 
into  this  lower  world,  and  God’s  enemies  rofe  up  a- 
gainfl:  him  here.  Satan  rofe  up  againfi:  God,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fruftrate  his  defign  in  the  creation  of  thi$ 
lower  world,  to  deftroy  his  workmanfhip  here,  and  ta 
wreft  the  government  of  this  lower  world  out  of  his 
hands,  and  ulurp  the  throne  himfeif,  and  fet  up 

B  2  himfeif 
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himfelf  as  god  of  this  world  inflead  of  the  God  that 
made  it.  And  to  thefe  ends  he  introduced  lin  into  the 
world;  and  having  made  man  God’s  enemy,  he  brought 
guilt  on  man,  and  brought  death  and  the  mod  extreme 
and  dreadful  mifery  into  the  world. 

Now  one  great  delign  of  God  in  the  affair  of  re¬ 
demption  was,  to  reduce  and  fubdue  thofe  enemies  of 
God,  till  they  fhould  all  be  put  under  God’s  feet; 
i  Cor.  xv.  25.  “  He  muff  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  ene-? 

mies  under  his  feet.”  Things  were  originally  fo  plan¬ 
ned  and  deiigned,  that  he  might  difappqint  and  con¬ 
found,  and  triumph  over  Satan,  and  that  he  might  be 
bruifecl  under  Chrift’s  feet,  Gen.  iii.  i  5.  The  promife 
was  given,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhould  bruife 
the  ferpent’s  head.  It  was  a  part  of  God’s  original  de-; 
fign  in  this  work,  to  deifroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 

and  confound  him  in  all  his  purpofes  :  1  John  iii.  8. 

<c  For  this  purpofe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifeifed, 
*£  that  he  might  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.”  It 
was  a  part  of  his  delign,  to  triumph  over  lin,  and  over 
the  corruptions  of  men,  and  to  root  them  out  of  the 
hearts  of  his  people,  by  conforming  them  to  himfelf, 
He  deiigned  alio,  that  his  grace  fhould  triumph  over 
man’s  guilt,  and  that  infinite  demerit  that  there  is  in 

lin.  Again,  it  was  a  part  of  his  delign,  to  triumph  o- 

ver  death  ;  and  however  this  is  the  laft  enemy  that  fhall 
be  deftroyed,  yet  that  fhall  finally  be  vanquifhed  and 
deftroyed. 

God  thus  appears  gloripufly  above  all  evil  *,  and  tri¬ 
umphing  over  all  his  enemies,  was  one  great  thing  that 
God  intended  by  the  work  of  redemption  *,  and  the 
work  by  which  this  was  to  be  done,  God  immediately 
went  about  as  foon  as  man  fell :  and  fo  goes  on  till  he 
fully  accomplices  it  in  the  end  of  the  world. 

II.  in  doing  this,  God’s  delign  was  perfectly  to  re- 
Here  all  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  lb  far  as  concerns  the  e- 
ledt  part  of  the  world,  by  his  Son  }  and  therefore  we 
read  of  the  refutation  of  all  things ,  A£Is  iii.  21. 
t£  Whom  the  heaven  mail  receive,  until  the  times  of 
cc  the  rs filiation  of  all  things  ;  ”  and  of  the  times  of  re- 
frejhing  from  the  pre fence  of  the  Cord  Jefus ,  A£ts  iii. 
xp.  Repent  ye  therefore  and  be  converted,  that  your 

“  fins 
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**  fins  may  be  blotted  out*  when  the  times  of  refrejhing 
if  fhall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.” 

Man’s  foul  was  ruined  by  the  fall *,  the  image  of  God 
was  ruined  j  man’s  nature  was  corrupted  and  deftroy- 
ed,  and  man  became  dead  in  fin.  The  defign  of  God 
was,  to  reftore  the  foul  of  man  ;  to  refiore  life  to  it,  and 
the  image  of  God,  in  converfion,  and  to  carry  on  the 
refioration  in  fandlification,  and  to  perfect  it  in  glory. 
Man’s  body  was  ruined  ;  by  the  fall  it  became  fubjedt 
to  death.  The  defign  of  God  was,  to  reftore  it  from 
this  ruin,  and  not  only  to  deliver  it  from  death  in  the 
refurre&ion,  but  to  deliver  it  from  mortality  itfelf,  in 
making  it  like  unto  Chrift’s  glorious  body.  The  world 
was  ruined,  as  to  man,  as  effectually  as  if  it  had  been 
reduced  to  chaos  again  ^  all  heaven  and  earth  were  o- 
verthrown.  But  the  defign  of  God  was,  to  reftore  all, 
and  as  it  were  to  create  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  : 
Ii.  ixv.  17.  “  Behold,  I  create  new  heavens,  and  a  new 
earth  \  and  the  former  fhall  not  be  remembered,  nor 
4C  come  into  mind.”  2  Pet.  iii.  13.  u  Neverthelefs  we, 
according  to  his  promife,  look  for  new  heavens, 
<£  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.” 

The  work  by  which  this  was  to  be  done,  was  begun 
immediately  after  the  fall,  and  fo  is  carried  on  till  all 
is  finifhed  at  the  end,  when  the  whole  world,  heaven 
and  earth,  fhall  be  reftored  *,  and  there  fhall  be,  as  it 
were,  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  at  the  end  of  the  world.  Thus  it  is  reprefented. 
Rev.  xxi.  1 .  u  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new 
earth  ;  for  the  firft  heaven  and  the  firft  earth  were 
pa  fled  away.” 

III.  Another  great  defign  of  God  in  the  work  of  re-* 
demption,  was  to  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in 
Chrift,  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  i,  e.  all  eledl  creatures ; 
ta  bring  all  eledt  creatures,  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  to 
an  union  one  to  another  in  one  body,  under  one  head, 
and  to  unite  all  together  in  one  body  to  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther.  This  was  begun  foon  after  the  fall,  and  is  car¬ 
ried  on  through  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  finifhed  at 
the  end  of  the  world. 

IV.  God  defigned  by  this  work  to  perfedt  and  com¬ 
plete  the  glory  of  ail  the  eledt  by  Chrift.  It  was  a  de¬ 
fign 
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fign  of  God  to  advance  the  eledl  to  an  exceeding  pitch 
of  glory,  “  fuch  as  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 

nor  has  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.”  lie 
intended  to  bring  them  to  perfect  excellency  and  beau¬ 
ty  in  his  image,  and  in  holinefs,  which  is  the  proper 
beauty  ot  fpiritual  beings  ;  and  to  advance  them  to  a 
glorious  degree  of  honour,  and  alfo  to  an  ineffable 
pitch  of  pleafure  and  joy  ;  and  thus  to  glorify  the 
whole  church  of  eledf  men  in  foul  and  body,  and  with 
them  to  bring  the  glory  of  the  elecf  angels  to  its  high- 
eft  pitch  under  one  head.  The  work  which  tends  to 
this,  God  began  immediately  after  the  fall,  and  carries 
on  through  all  ages,  and  will  have  perfected  at  the  end 
of  the  world. 

V.  In  all  this  God  defigned  to  accomplifti  the  glory 
of  the  bleffed  Trinity  in  an  exceeding  degree.  God 
had  a  deftgn  of  glorifying  himfelf  from  eternity  ;  to 
glorify  each  perfon  in  the  Godhead.  The  end  muft  be 
conftdered  as  firft  in  order  of  nature,  and  then  the 
means  ;  and  therefore  we  muft  conceive,  that  God  ha¬ 
ving  profeffed  this  end,  had  then  as  it  were  the  means 
to  chufe  ;  and  the  principal  mean  that  he  pitched  upon 
was  this  great  work  of  redemption  that  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of.  It  was  his  delign  in  this  work  to  glorify  his 
only  begotten  fon,  Jefus  Chrift  and  it  was  his  deftgn, 
by  the  Son  to  glorify  the  Father:  John  xiii.  31.  32. 
<s  Now  is  the  Son  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glori- 
«  fied  in  him.  If  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God  alfo 
“  Hi  all  glorify  him  in  himfelf,  and  fliall  ftraiglitway 
<c  glorify  him.”  It  was  his  deftgn  that  the  Son  fliould 
thus  be  glorified,  and  fliould  glorify  the  Father  by  what 
fliould  be  accompliflied  by  the  Spirit  to  the  glory  of  the 
Spirit,  that  the  whole  Trinity,  conjundtly,  and  each 
perfon  fingly,  might  be  exceedingly  glorified.  The 
work  that  was  the  appointed  means  of  this,  was  begun 
immediately  after  the  fail,  and  is  carried  on  till,  and 
finifhed  at,  the  end  of  the  world,  when  all  this  intended 
glory  fliall  be  fully  accompiifhed  in  all  things. 

Having  thus  explained  the  terms  made  ufe  of  in 
the  dodtrine,  and  fhown  what  the  things  are  which  are 
to  be  accompliflied  by  this  great  work  of  God,  I  pro¬ 
ceed  now  to  the  propofed  Hiftory  ,  that  is,  to  fhow. 
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how  what  was  defigned  by  the  work  of  redemption  has 
been  accomplifhed,  in  the  various  heps  of  this  work, 
from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

In  order  to  this,  I  would  divide  this  whole  fpace  of 
time  into  three  periods  : - the 

i ft,  reaching  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarna¬ 
tion  of  Chrift  ;  — the 

2d,  from  Chrift’s  incarnation  till  his  refurreflion  5 
or  the  whole  time  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  ^  — the 

3d,  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  ivorld. 

It  may  be  fome  may  be  ready  to  think  this  a  very  un¬ 
equal  divifion  :  and  it  is  fo  indeed  in  fome  refpefls.  It 
is  fo,  becaufe  the  fecond  period  is  fo  much  the  greateft  : 
for  although  it  be  fo  much  fhorter  than  either  of  the 
other,  being  but  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  where¬ 
as  both  the  other  contain  thoufands  ;  yet  in  this  affair 
that  we  are  now  upon,  it  is  more  than  both  the  others. 
—  I  would  therefore  proceed  to  fhow  diftinflly  how  the 
work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  through  each  of  thefe  periods 
in  their  order  ;  which  I  would  do  under  three  propofi- 
tions  j  one  concerning  each  period. 

I.  That  from  the  fall  of  man  till  the  incarnation 
of  Chrift,  God  was  doing  thofe  things  that  were 
preparatory  to  Chrift’s  coming,  and  working  out  re¬ 
demption,  and  were  forerunners  and  earnefts  of  it. 

II.  That  the  time  from  Chrift’s  incarnation,  till 
his  refurreftion,  was  fpent  in  procuring  and  pur- 
chafing  redemption. 

III.  That  the  fpace  of  time  from  the  refurreCtion 
of  Chrift  to  the  end  of  the  world,  is  all  taken  up 
in  bringing  about  or  acconrplifhing  the  great  effedl 
or  fuccefs  of  that  purchafe. 

/  ,  j  ,  - 

» 

In  a  particular  confederation  of  thefe  three  propoff- 
tions,  the  great  truth  taught  in  the  docfrine  may  per¬ 
haps  appear  in  a  clear  light,  and  we  may  fee  how  the 
work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  ,  . 
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PERIOD  I, 

From  the  Fall  to  the  Incarnation, 


MY  firft  talk  is,  to  ftiow  how  the  work  of  re- 
demption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to 
the  incarnation  of  Chrijl ,  under  the  firjl  propo~ 
fit  ion,  viz. 

That  the  fpace  of  time  from  the  fall  of  man  to 
the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  was  taken  up  in  doing 
thofe  things  that  were  forerunners  and  earnefts  of 
Chrift’s  coming,  and  working  out  redemption,  and 
were  preparatory  to  it* 


The  great  works  of  God  in  the  world  during  this 
whole  fpace  of  time,  were  all  preparatory  to  this. 
There  were  many  great  changes  and  revolutions  in  the 
world,  and  they  were  all  only  the  turning  of  the  wheels 
of  providence  in  order  to  this,  to  make  way  for  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  and  what  he  was  to  do  in  the  world. 
They  all  pointed  hither,  and  all  iffued  here.  Hither 
tended  efpecially  all  God's  great  works  towards  his 
church.  The  church  was  under  various  difpenfations 
of  providence,  and  in  very  various  circumftances,  be-* 
fore  Chrift  came.  But  all  thefe  difpenfations  were 
to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming.  God  wrought 
falvation  for  the  fouls  of  men  through  all  that 
fpace  of  time,  though  the  number  was  very  fmall  to 
what  it  was  afterwards  ;  and  all  this  falvation  was,  as 
it  were,  by  way  of  anticipation.  All  the  fouls  that 
were  faved  before  Chrift  came,  were  only  as  it  were  the 


earnefts  of  the  future  harveft. 

God  wrought  many  lelfer  falvations  and  deliverances 
for  his  church  and  people  before  Chrift  came.  Thefe 
falvations  were  all  but  fo  many  images  and  forerunners 
of  the  great  falvation  Chrift  was  to  work  out  when  he 
fhould  come.  God  revealed  himfelf  of  old,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  coming  of  Chrift* 
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The  church  during  that  fpace  of  time  enjoyed  the  light 
of  divine  revelation,  or  God’s  word.  They  had  in  a 
degiee  the  light  of  the  golpel.  But  all  thefe  revela¬ 
tions  were  only  fo  many  forerunners  and  earnefts  of  the 
great  light  that  he  fhould  bring  who  came  to  be  the 
light  of  the  world.  That  whole  ipace  of  time  was  as 
it  were  the  time  of  night,  wherein  the  church  of  God 
was  not  indeed  wholly  without  light  :  but  it  was  like 
the  light  of  the  moon  and  bars  that  we  have  in  the 
night  ;  a  dim  light  in  companion  of  the  light  of  the 
fun,  and  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  darknefs.  It  had 
no  glory by  reafon  of  the  glory  that  excelleth,  2  Cor. 
iii.  10.  The  church  had  indeed  the  light  of  the  fun, 

'  but  it  was  only  as  relieved  from  the  moon  and  ftars! 
The  church  all  that  while  was  a  minor.  This  the  a- 
poftle  evidently  teaches  in  Gal.  iv.  1.  2.  3.  “  Now  I  fay, 
that  the  heir  as  long  as  he  is  a  child,  didereth  no- 
“  thing  from  a  fervant,  though  he  be  lord  of  ail  ;  but 
“  is  under  tutors  ;jnd  governors,  until  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed  of  the  father.  Even  io  we,  when  we  were 
children,  were  in  bondage  under  the  elements  of  the 
“  world.” 

But  here,  for  the-greater  clearnefs  and  diftintfnefs, 
I  would  fubdivide  this  period  from  the  fall  of  man  to 

tne  coming  of  Chrifls  into  fix  lefier  periods,  or  parts  : 
- The 

Ml  ¥  •  1  ■  •«  r 

ifl,  extending  from  the  fall  to  the  flood  the 
2d,  from  thence  to  the  calling  of  Abraham  ;  —  the 
3d,  from  thence  to  Mofes  ^  —  the 
4th,  from  thence  to  David  ;  —  the 

5th,  from  David  to  the  captivity  into  Babvlon  ,  — 
and  the 

6th,  from  thence  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift. 


P  A  Pt  T  I. 

From  the  fall  to  the  food . 

THis  was  a  period  farthefl  of  all  diftant  from 
Chrifl’s  incarnation  5  yet  then  this  great  work 
Was  begun  to  be  carried  on  ;  then  was  this  glorious 

C  building 

-  w 
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building  begun,  that  will  not  be  finished  till  the- end  dr 
the  world,  as  I  would  now  fhow  you  how.  And  to  thi^ 
pur  pole  I  would  obferve, 

I.  AS  foonds  ever  man  fell,  Chrift  entered  on  his 
mediatorial  work.  Then  it  was  that  Chrift  firft-  took 

j 

on  hirh  the  work  and  office  of  a  mediator.  He  had  un¬ 
dertaken  it  before  the  world  was  made.  He  ftpod  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  Father  to  appear  as  man’s  mediator,  and 
to  take  on  that  office  when  there  fhould  be  occafton, 
from  all  eternity.  But  now  the  time  was  come.  When 
man  fell,  then  the  occalion  came  *  and  then  Chrift  im¬ 
mediately,  without  further  delay,  entered  on  his  work* 
and  took  on  him  that  office  that  he  had  flood  engaged 
to  take  on  him  from  eternity.  As  foon  a§  ever  man 
fell,  Chrift  the  eternal  Son  of  God  clothed  himfelf 
with  the  mediatorial  character,  and  therein  presented, 
himfelf  before  the  Father.  He  immediately  ftepped  in 
between  an  holy,  infinite,  offended  Majeity,  and  of¬ 
fending  mankind*,  and  was  accepted  in  his  interpolF 
tion  ;  and  fo  wrath  was  prevented  from  going  forth  in 
the  full  execution  of  that  amazing  curfe  that  man  had 
brought  on  himfelf.  ,  ;  < 

It  is  manifeft  that  Chrift  began  to  exercife  the  office 
of  mediator  between  God  and' man  as  foon  as  ever  man 
fell,  becaufe  mercy  began  to  be  exercifed  towards  man 
immediately.  There  was  mercy  in  the  forbearance  of 
God,  that  he  did  hot  deftroy  him,  as  he  did  the  angels 
when  they  fell.  But  there  is  no  mercy  exercifed  toward 
fallen  man  but  through  a  mediator.  If  God  had  not 
in  mercy  ref  rained  Satan,  he  would  immediately  have 
feized  on  his  prey.  Chrift  began  to  do  the  part  of  ail 
interceffor  for  man  as  foon  as  he  fell.  There  is  no 
mercy  exercifed  towards  man  but  what  is  obtained 
through  Chrift’s  interceffion  :  fo  that  now  Chrift  was 
entered  on  his  work  that  he  was  to  continue  in  through¬ 
out  all  ages  of  the  world.  From  that  day  forward 
Chrift  to  ole 'On  him  the  care  of  the  church  of  the  elfrftk 
he  took  on  him  the  care  of  fallen  man  in  the  exercife 
of  all  his  offices  ;  he 'undertook  thenceforward  to 
teach  mankind  in  the  exerciie  oi  his  prophetical  office  ; 
and  alfo  to  intercede  for  fallen  man  in  his  pneftly  of¬ 
fice  ;  and  he  took  on  him,  as  it  were,  the  care  and  bur¬ 
den  of  the  government  of  the  church,  •-  and  of  tlib 
'  .  world 
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World  of  mankind,  from  tins  day  forward.  He  from 
that  time  took  upon  him  the  care  of  the  defence  of  his 
ele&  church  from  all  their  enemies.  When  Satan,  the 
grand  enemy,  had  conquered  and  overthrown  man,  the 
bufinefs  of  refitting  and  conquering  him  was  committed 
to  Chritt.  He  thenceforward  undertook  to  manage 
that  fubtle  powerful  adverfary.  He  was  then  appointed 
the  Captain  of  the  Lord’s  hofts,  and  tlie  Captain  of 
their  falvation,  and  always  afted  as  fuck  thencefor-* 
Ward  :  and  fo  he  appeared  from  time  to  time,  and  he 
Will  continue  to  a&  as  fuch  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
Henceforward  this  lower  world,  with  all  its  concerns, 
ivas,  as  it  were,  devolved  upon  the  Son  of  God  :  for 
when  man  had  ttnned,  God  the  Father  would  have  no 
more  to  do  with  man  immediately  ;  he  would  no  more 
have  any  immediate  concern  with  this  world  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  had  apoftatized  from  and  rebelled  againtt 
him.  He  would  henceforward  have  no  concern  with 
man,  but  only  through  a  mediator,  either  in  teaching 
men,  or  in  governing  or  bettowing  any  benefits  on 
them. 

And  therefore,  when  we  read  in  facred  hittory  what 
God  did  from  time  to  time  towards  his  church  and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  what  he  laid  to  them,  and  how  he  revealed 
himfelf  to  them,  we  are  to  underhand  it  efpecially  of 
the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity.  "When  we  read  of 
God’s  appearing  after  the  fall,  .from  time  to  time,  in 
fome  vittble  form  or  outward  fymbol  of  his  prefence, 
we  are  ordinarily,  if  not  univer  fatty,  to  underhand  it 
of  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity :  which  may  be  ar¬ 
gued  from  John  i*  1 8.  f(  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any 

time  the  only  begotton  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofoni 
<c  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him.”  He  is  there¬ 
fore  called  “  the  image  of  the  invittble  God,”  Col.  i. 
15.  ;  intimating,  that  though  God  the  Father  be  invi- 
fible,  yet  Chritt  is  his  image  or  reprefentation,  by 
which  he  is  feen,  or  by  which  the  church  of  God  hath 
often  had  a  reprefentation  of  1dm,  that  is  not  invittble, 
and  in  particular  that  Chritt  ha,s  after  appeared  in  an 
human  form. 

;  Yea  not  only  wa&jhis  lqwer  world  devolved  on  Chritt, 
that  he  might  have  the  care  and  government  of  it,  and 
#rdef  it  agreeably  to  hisdefign  of  redemption,  but  alio 
1 F  v  C  2  in 
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ill  fomc  rTpe<ft  the  whole  univerfe.  The  angels  from 
t>  at  time  ere  committed  to  him,  to  be  fubject  to  him 
ir  his  mediatorial  office,  to  be  miniftring  fpirits  to  him 
in  this  affair  ;  and  accordingly  were  fo  from  this  time 
forward,  as  is  manifeft  by  the  fcripture-hiftory,  where¬ 
in  we  have  accotmts  from  time  to  time  of  their  ariing 
as  miniftring  fpirits  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  of 
Chrift. 

And  therefore  we  may  fuppofe,  that  immediately  on 
the  fall  of  man,  it  was  made  known  in  heaven  among 
the  angels,  that  God  had  a  deiign  of  redemption  with 
refpefl  to  fallen  man,  and  that  Clirift  had  now  ta« 
ken  upon  him  the  office  and  work  of  a  mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man,  that  they  might  know  their  bull- 
riefs  henceforward,  which  was  to  be  fubfervient  to 
Chrift  in  this  office.  And  as  Chrift,  in  this  office,  has 
fince  that,  as  God-man  and  Mediator,  been  folemnly 
exalted  and  inftalled  the  King  of  heaven,  and  is  thence¬ 
forward  as  God-man,  Mediator,  the  Light,  and  as  it 
were,  the  Sun  of  heaven,  agreeable  to  R.ev.  xxi.  23. 

And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  fun,  neither  of  the 
<c  moon,  to  ihine  in  it  \  for  the  glory  of  God  did 
se  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof  fo  this 
revelation  that  was  made  in  heaven  among  the  angels, 
of  Chrift’s  now  having  taken  on  him  the  office  of  a 
mediator  between  God  and  man,  was  as  it  were  the 
fir  ft  dawning  of  this  light  in  heaven.  When  Chrift 
afcendecl  into  heaven  after  his  paffion,  and  was  iolemn- 
ly  inftalled  in  the  throne  as  King  of  heaven,  then  this 
fun  rofe  in  heaven,  even  the  Lamb  that  is  the  light  of 
the  new  Jtrufalem.  But  the  light  began  to  dawn  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  fall. 

II.  Prefently  upon  this  the  gofpel  was  firft  reveab 
cd  on  earth,  in  thefe  words,  Gen  iir.  15.  “  And  I 
(i  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and 
“  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed :  it  lhall  bruife 
“  thy  head,  and  thou  lhalt  bruife  his  heel.”  We 
muft  fuppofe,  that  God’s  intention  of  redeeming  fallen 
man  was  iirft  ftgniiied  in  heaven,  before  it  was  lignihed 
on  earth,  becaufe  the  buftnefs  of  the  angels  as  miniftring 
fpirits  of  the  Mediator  required  it  ^  for  as  foon  as  ever 
Chrift  had  taken  on  him  the  work  of  a  mediator,  it 

was  requiftte  that  the  angels  lliould  be  ready  immediate- 

ly 
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ly  to  be  fubfervient  to  him  in  that  office  :  fo  that  the 
light  firft  dawned  in  heaven  -7  but  very  foon  after  the 
fame  was  fignified  on  earth.  In  thofe  words  of  God 
there  was  an  intimation  of  another  furety  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  man,  after  the  firft  furety  had  failed.  This 
was  the  firft  revelation  of  the  covenant  of  grace ;  this 
was  the  firft  dawning  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel  on 
earth. 

This  lower  world  before  the  fall  enjoyed  noon-day 
light  ;  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  the  light 
of  his  glory,  and  the  light  of  his  favour.  But  when 
man  fell,  all  this  light  was  at  once  extinguifhed,  and 
the  world  reduced  back  again  to  total  darknefs;  a  worfe 
darknefs  than  that  which  was  in  the  beginning;  of  the 
world,  that  we  read  of  Gen.  i.  2.  “  And  the  earth 
“  was  without  form,  and  void,  and  darknefs  was  upon 
“  the  face  of  the  deep.”  This  was  a  darknefs  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  remedilefs  than  that.  Neither  men 
nor  angels  could  find  out  any  way  whereby  this  dark¬ 
nefs  might  be  fcattered.  This  darknefs  appeared  in  its 
blacknefs  then,  when  Adam  and  his  wife  faw  that  they 
were  naked,  and  fewed  fig-leaves,  and  when  they 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the  gar¬ 
den,  and  hid  themfelves  among  the  trees  of  the  gar¬ 
den  ;  and  when  God  firft  called  them  to  an  account, 
and  faid  to  Adam ,  What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done  ? 


t€  Haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  whereof  I  commanded 


<c  thee,  that  thou  fhouldft  not  eat  ?”  Then  we  may 
fuppofe  that  their  hearts  were  filled  with  fhame  and  ter¬ 
ror.  But  thefe  words  of  God,  Gen.  iii.  15.  were  the 
firft  dawning  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel  after  this  dark¬ 
nefs.  Now  firft  appeared  fome  glimmering  of  light 
after  this  difmal  darknefs,  which  before  this  was  with- 
out  one  glimpfe  of  light,  any  beam  of  comfort,  or  any 
the  leaft  hope.  It  was  an  obfcure  revelation  of  the 
gofpel  *  and  was  not  made  to  Adam  or  Eve  dire&ly,  but 
it  was  in  what  God  faid  to  the  ferpent.  But  yet  it  was 
very  comprehenfive,  as  might  be  cafily  fhown,  would 
it  not  take  up  too  much  time. 

Here  was  a  certain  intimation  of  a  merciful  defign 
by  “  the  feed  of  the  woman,”  which  was  like  the  firft 
glimmerings  of  the  light  of  the  fun  in  the  eait  when 
the  day  firft  dawns*  This  intimation  of  mercy  was  gi¬ 
ven 
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yen  them  eVen  before  fentence  was  pronounced  on 
either  Adam  or  Eve ,  from  tendernefs  to  them,  to 
Whom  God  defigned  mercy,  left  they  fhould  be  over¬ 
born  with  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  without  having 
any  thing  held  forth  whence  they  could  gather  any 
hope. 

One  of  thofe  great  things  that  were  intended  to  be 
clone  by  the  work  of  redemption,  is  more  plainly  inti¬ 
mated  here  than  the  reft,  viz.  God’s  fubduing  his  ene¬ 
mies  under  the  feet  of  his  Son.  This  was  threatened 
now,  and  God’s  defign  of  this  was  now  firft  declared, 
which  was  the  work  Chrift  had  now  undertaken,  and 
which  he  foon  began,  and  carried  on  thenceforward, 
and  will  perfectly  accomplifti  at  the  end  of  the  world. 
Satan  probably  had  triumphed  greatly  in  the  foil  of 
man,  as  though  he  had  defeated  the  deftgns  of  God  in 
the  creation  of  man  and  the  world  in  general.  But  in 
thefe  words  God  gives  him  a  plain  intimation,  that  he 
fhould  not  finally  triumph,  but  that  a  complete  victory 
and  triumph  fhould  be  obtained  over  him  by  the  feed 
of  the  woman. 

This  revelation  of  the  gofpel  in  this  verfe  was  the 
firft  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  his  prophetical  office. 
You  may  remember,  that  it  was  faid  in  the  firft  of  thofe 
three  propofttions  that  have  been  mentioned,  that  from 
the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  God  was 
doing  thofe  things  that  were  preparatory  to  Chrift’s  co¬ 
ming  and  working  out  redemption,  and  were  forerun¬ 
ners  and  earnefts  of  it.  And  one  of  thofe  things  which 
God  did  in  this  time  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s  co-^ 
ming  into  the  world,  was  to  foretel  and  promife  itr  as 
he  did  from  time  to  time,  from  age  to  age,  till  Chrift 
Came.  This  was  the  firft  promife  that  ever  was  given 
of  it,  the  firft  prediction  that  ever  was  made  of  it  on 
earth. 

III.  Soon,  after  this,  the  cuftom  of  facrificing.  was 
appointed,  to  be  a  fteady  type  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift 
till  I19 ..fhould  come,  and  offer  up  kimfelf  a  facrifice  to 
God.  '  Sacrificing  was  not  a  cuftom  firft  eftabliflied  by” 
the  jLcvfiicai  law  of  Mofes  ;  for  it  had  been  a  part  of 
foofos  inftituted  worfiiip  long  before,  even  from  the 
beginning  of,  God’s  yifible  church  on  earth  "We  read 
of  the  patriarchs,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  offer- 
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ing  facrifice,  and  before  them  Noah,  and  before  hirp 
Abel.  And  this  was  by  divine  appointment  ;  for  it 
was  part  of  God’s  worfhip  in  his  church,  that  was  of¬ 
fered  up  in  faith,  and  that  he  accepted :  which  proves 
that  it  was  by  his  inftitution  ;  for  Sacrificing  is  no  part 
of  natural  worfhip.  The  light  of  nature  doth  not 
teach  men  to  offer  up  beads  in  facrifice  to  God  ;  and 
feeing  it  was  not  enjoined  by  the  law  of  nature,  if  it 
was  acceptable  to  God,  it  muff  be  by  fome  pofitive  com* 
ifiand  or  inftitution  ;  for  God  has  declared  his  abhor¬ 
rence  of  fuch  worfhip  as  is  taught  by  the  precept  of 
men  without  his  inftitution  :  If.  xxix.  13.  “  Wherefore 
the  Lord  faid,  Forafmuch  as  this  people  draw  near 
“  me  with  their  mouth,  and  with  their  lips  do  honour 
*c  me,  but  have  removed  their  heart  far  from  me,  and 
“  their  fear  towards  me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of 
men  ;  therefore  behold,  I  will  proceed  to  do  a  mar- 
“  vellous  work,”  &c.  And  fuch  worfhip  as  hath  not 
a  warrant  from  divine*  jnftitution,  canno;t  be  offered  up 
in  faith,  becaufe  faith  has  no  foundation  where  there 
is  no  divine  ^appointment.  It  cannot  be  offered  up  in 
faith  of  God  s  acceptance.;  for  men  have  no  warrant  to 
hope^  for  God’s  acceptance,  in  that  which  is  not  of  his 
appointment,  and  in  that  to  which  he  hath  not  promi- 
fed  his  acceptance  :  and  therefore  it  follows,  that  the 
cuftom  of  orrering  facrifices  to  God  was  inftituted  foon 
after  the  fall ;  for  the  fcripture  teaches  us,  that  Abel 
offered  “  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat 
theieof,  Gen.  iv.  4*  ;  and  that  he  was  accepted  of 
God  in  this  offering,  Heb.  xi.  4.  And  there  is  nothing 
in  the  ftory  that  looks  as  though  the  inftitution  was  fir  ft 
given  then  when  Abel  offered  up  that  facrifice  to  God  ; 
bin  it  appears  as  though  Abel  only  therein  complied 
with  a  cuftom  already  eftabljfhed. 

^And  it  is  very  probable  that  it  was  inftituted  imme¬ 
diate!}  after  God  had  revealed  the  covenant  of  grace, 
in  Gen.  iii.  13.  ;  which  covenant  and  ^iromife  was  the 
foundation  on  which  the  cuftom  of  facrificing  was 
built.  That  promife  was  the  firft  ftone  that  was  laid  to¬ 
wards  this  glorious  building,  the  work  of  redemption, 
which  will  be  ffniflied  at  the  end  of  the  world.  And 
the  next  ftone  which  was  laid  upon  that,  was  the  infti- 
%miqn  of  facrifices,  to  be  a  type  of  the  great  facrifice . 
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The  next  thing  that  we  have  an  account  of  after  God 
had  pronounced  fentence  on  the  ferpent,  on  the  woman, 
and  on  the  man,  was,  that  God  made  them  coats  of 
{kins,  and  clothed  them ;  which,  by  the  generality  of 
divines,  are  thought  to  be  the  {kins  of  beafts  {lain  in 
facriiice  ;  for  we  have  no  account  of  any  thing  elfe 
that  fhould  be  the  occaiion  of  man’s  {laying  beafts,  but 
only  to  offer  them  in  facrifice,  till  alter  the  flood.  Men 
were  not  wont  to  eat  the  flefli  of  beafts  as  their  com¬ 
mon  food  till  after  the  flood.  The  firft  food  of  man  in 
paradife  before  the  fall  was  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  pa- 
radife  ;  and  when  he  was  turned  out  of  paradife  after 
the  fall,  then  his  food  was  the  herb  of  the  field:  Gen. 
iii.  1 8.  “  And  thou  {halt  eat  of  the  herb  of  the  field.” 
The  firft  grant  that  he  had  to  eat  fldh  as  his  common 
food  was  after  the  flood  :  Gen.  ix.  3.  “  Every  moving 
“  thing  that  liveth  {hall  be  meat  for  you  ;  even  as  the 

green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things.”  So  that  it 
is  likely  that  thefe  {kins  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  clo¬ 
thed  with,  were  the  {kins  of  their  facrifices  God’s  clo¬ 
thing  them  with  thefe  was  a  lively  figure  of  their  being 
clothed  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  This  clo¬ 
thing  was  no  clothing  of  their  own  obtaining  ;  but  it  was 
God  that  gave  it  them.  It  is  faid,  “  God  made  them 
«  coats  of  fkins,  and  clothed  them  as  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  our  naked  fouls  are  clothed  with,  is  not  our 
righteoufnefs,  but  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God. 
It  is  he  only  clothes  the  naked  foul. 

Our  firft  parents,  who  were  naked,  were  clothed  at 
the  expence  of  life.  Beafts  were  {lain,  and  refigned  up 
their  lives  a  facrifice  to  God,  to  afford  clothing  to  them 
to  cover  their  nakednefs.  So  doth  Chrift,  to  afford 
clothing  to  our  naked  fouls.  The  fldn  fignifies  the 
life  :  So  Job  ii.  4.  “  Skin  for  fldn,  yea  all  that  a  man 
“  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life  i.  e .  life  for  life .  Thus 
our  firft  parents  were  covered  with  fkins  of  facrifices, 
as  the  tabernacle  in  the  wildernefs,  which  fignified  the 
church,  was,  when  it  was  covered  with  rams  ikins  died 
red,  as  though  they  were  dipped  in  blood,  to  fignify 
that  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  was  wrought  out  through  the 
pains  of  death,  under  which  he  filed  his  precious 
blood. 

We  cbferved  before,  that  the  light  that  the  church 
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enjoyed  from  the  fall  of  man,  till  Chrift  came,  was  like 
the  light  which  we  enjoy  in  the  night  ;  not  the  light  of 
the  fun  directly,  but  as  reflected  from  the  moon  and 
ftars  ;  which  light  did  forefhow  Chrift,  the  Sun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  that  was  afterwards  to  arife.  This  light  of 
the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  to  come  they  had  chiefly  two 
ways  :  one  was  by  predictions  of  Chrift  to  come,  where¬ 
by  his  coming  was  foretold  and  promifed  ;  the  other 
was  by  types  and  fhadows,  whereby  his  coming  and  re¬ 
demption  were  prefigured.  The  firft  thing  that  was 
done  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift  in  the  former  of 
thefe  ways,  was  in  that  promife  that  was  juft  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  in  the  foregoing  particular  ;  and  the  firft  thing, 
of  the  latter  kind,  viz.  of  types,  to  forefhow  Chrift’s 
coming,  was  that  inftitution  of  facrifices  that  we  are 
now  upon.  As  that  promife  in  Gen.  iii.  15.  was  the 
firft  dawn  of  gofpel-light  after  the  fall  in  prophecy  ;  fo 
the  inftitution  of  facrifices  was  the  firft  hint  of  it 
types.  The  giving  of  that  promife  was  the  firft  thing 
that  was  done  after  the  fall,  in  this  work,  in  Chrift’s 
prophetical  office  ;  the  inftitution  of  facrifices  was  the 
tirft  thing  that  we  read  of  after  the  fall,  by  which  e- 
fpecially  Chrift  exhibited  himfelf  in  his  prieftly  office. 

The  inftitution  of  facrifices  was  a  great  thing  done 
towards  preparing  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and 
working  out  redemption.  For  the  facrifices  of  the 
Did  Teftament  were  the  main  of  all  the  Old-Teftament 
ypes  of  Chrift  and  his  redemption  ;  and  it  tended  to 
ffiablifh  in  the  minds  of  God’s  vifible  church  the  ne- 
:effity  of  a  propitiatory  facriiice,  in  order  to  the  Dei- 
y’s  being  fatisfied  for  fin  ;  and  fo  prepared  the  way  for 
he  reception  of  the  glorious  goipel,  that  reveals  the 
^reat  facrifice  in  the  vifible  church,  and  not  only  fo, 

>ut  through  the  world  of  mankind.  For  from  this 
nftitution  of  facrifices  that  was  after  the  fall,  all  11a- 
ions  derived  the  cuftom  of  facrificing.  For  this  cu- 
fom  of  offering  up  facrifices  to  the  gods,  to  atone  for 
heir  fins,  was  common  to  all  nations.  No  nation, 
lowever  barbarous,  was  found  without  it  any  where*, 
.his  is  a  great  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
eligion  j  for  no  nation,  but  only  the  Jews,  could  tell 
ow  they  came  by  this  cuftom,  or  to  what  purpofe  it 
ms  to  offer  facrifices  to  their  deities.  The  light  of  na- 
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ture  did  not  teach  them  any  fuch  thing.  That  did  not 
teach  them  that  the  gods  were  hungry,  and  fed  upon 
the  fiefli  which  they  burnt  in  facrifice  *,  and  yet  they  all 
had  this  cuftom  *,  of  which  no  other  account  can  be 
given,  but  that  they  derived  it  from  Noah,  who  had 
it  from  his  anceftors,  on  whom  God  had  enjoined  it  as 
a  type  of  the  great  facrifice  of  Chrift,  However,  by 
this  means  all  nations  of  the  world  had  their  minds 
pofleffed  with  this  notion,  that  an  atonement  or  facri¬ 
fice  for  fin  was  neceffiary  •,  and  a  way  was  made  for  their 
more  readily  receiving  the  great  doctrine  of  the  gofpel 
of  C  hr  iff,  which  teaches  us  the  atonement  and  facrifice 
of  (Thrift. 

IV.  God  did  foon  after  the  fall  begin  actually  to  fave 
the  fouls  of  men  through  Chrift’s  redemption.  In  this 
Chrift,  who  had  lately  taken  upon  him  the  work  of 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  did  firff  begin  that 
work,  wherein  he  appeared  in  the  exercife  of  his  king¬ 
ly  office,  as  in  the  facrifices  he  was  reprefented  in  his 
prieftly  office,  and  in  the  firff  predi&ion  of  redemption 
by  Chrift  he  had  appeared  in  the  exercife  of  his  pro¬ 
phetical  office.  In  that  prediction  the  light  of  Chrift’s 
redemption  firft  began  to  dawn  in  the  prophecies  of  it  \ 
in  the  inftitution  of  facrifices  it  firff  began  to  dawn  in 
the  types  of  it  $  in  this,  viz,  his  beginning  aftually  to 
fave  men,  it  firft  began  to  dawn  in  the  fruit  of  it. 

It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  the 
firff  fruits  of  Chrift’s  redemption  *  it  is  probable  by 
God’s  manner  of  treating  them,  by  his  comforting 
them  as  he  did,  after  their  awakenings  and  terrors. 
They  were  awakened,  and  afhamed  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
guilt,  after  their  fall,  when  their  eyes  were  opened,  and 
they  faw  that  they  were  naked,  and  fewed  fig-leaves  to 
cover  their  nakednefs  j  as  the  finner,  under  the  firff  a- 
wakenings,  is  wont  to  endeavour  to  hide  the  nakednefs 
of  his  find,  by  patching  up  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  own. 
Then  they  were  further  terrified  and  awakened,  by 
hearing  the  voice  of  God,  as  lie  was  coming  to  con¬ 
demn  them.  Their  coverings  of  fig-leaves  do  not  an- 
fiwer  the-purpofe  ;  but,  notwithftanding  thefe,  they  ran 
?o  hide  themfelyes  among  the  trees  of  the  garden,  be- 
catife  they  were  naked,  not  daring  to  truft  to  their  fig- 
Jeaves  to  hide  their  nakednefs  from  God.  Tnen  they 
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were  further  awakened  by  God’s  calling  of  them  to  a 
ftri<ft  account.  But  while  their  terrors  were  railed  to 
fuch  a  height,  and  they  hood,  as  we  may  fuppofe, 
trembling  and  aftonifhed  before  their  judge,  without 
any  thing  to  catch  hold  of,  whence  they  could  gather 
any  hope,  then  God  took  care  to  hold  forth  fome  en¬ 
couragement  to  them,  to  keep  them  from  the  dreadful 
effects  of  defpair  under  their  awakenings,  by  giving  a 
hint  of  a  defign  of  mercy  by  a  Saviour,  even  before  he 
pronounced  fentence  again  ft  them.  And  when  after 
this  he  proceeded  to  pronounce  fentence,  whereby  we 
may  fuppofe  their  terrors  were  further  raifed,  God  foon 
after  took  care  to  encourage  them,  and  to  let  them  fee, 
that  he  had  not  wholly  caft  them  off,  by  taking  a  fa¬ 
therly  care  of  them  in  their  fallen,  naked,  and  mife- 
rable  ftate,  by  making  them  coats  of  fkins  and  clo¬ 
thing  them.  Which  alfo  manifefted  an  acceptance  of 
thofe  facrihces  that  they  offered  to  God  for  fin,  that 
thofe  were  the  fkins  of,  which  were  types  of  what  God 
had  promifed,  when  he  laid,  “  The  feed  of  the  wo- 
£C  man  fhall  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head  which  promife, 
there  is  reafon  to  think,  they  believed  and  embraced. 
Eve  feems  plainly  to  exprefs  her  hope  in  and  dependence 
on  that  promife,  in  what  fhe  fays  at  the  birth  of  Cain, 
Gen.  iv.  1.  “  I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord  i.  c . 

as  God  has  promifed,  that  my  feed  lhould  bruife  the 
ferpent’s  head  ;  fo  now  has  God  given  me  this  pledge 
and  token  of  it,  that  I  have  a  feed  born.  She  plainly 
owns,  that  this  her  child  was  from  God,  and  hoped 
that  her  promifed  feed  was  to  be  of  this  her  eldeft  fbn  ; 
though  fhe  was  miftaken,  as  Abraham  was  with  refpect 
to  IJhmael,  as  Jacob  was  with  rcfpeft  to  Efait,  and  as 
Samuel  was  with  refpefl  to  the  frft-born  of  Jeffe .  And 
efpecially  does  what  fhe  faid  at  the  birth  of  Seth,  ex¬ 
prefs  her  hope  and  dependence  on  the  promife  of  God  \ 
fee  ver.  25.  “  For  God  hath  appointed  me  another  feed, 

“  inftead  of  Abel,  whom  Cain  flew.” 

Thus  it  is  exceeding  probable,  if  not  evident,  that  as 
Chrift  took  on  him  the  work  of  mediator  as  foon  as 
man  fell  ;  fo  that  he  now  immediately  began  his  work 
of  redemption  in  its  effetft,  and  that  lie  immediately 
encountered  his  great  enemy  the  devil,  whom  he  had 
undertaken  to  conquer,  and  reicued  thofe  two  fir  lb 
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captives  out  of  his  hands  ;  therein  baffling  him,  foon 
after  his  triumph  for  the  victory  he  had  obtained  over 
them,  whereby  he  had  made  them  his  captives.  And 
though  he  was,  as  it  were,  fure  of  them  and  all  their 
pofterity,  Chrift  the  Redeemer  foon  fhowed  him,  that 
he  was  miftaken,  and  that  he  was  able  to  fubdue  him, 
and  deliver  fallen  man.  He  let  him  fee  it,  in  delivering 
thofe  firft:  captives  of  his  ;  and  fo  foon  gave  him  an  in¬ 
ftance  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  threatening,  “  The 
cc  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head  ;n 
and  in  this  inftance  a  prefage  of  the  fulfilment  of  one 
great  thing  he  had  undertaken,  viz.  his  fubduing  all 
his  enemies  under  his  feet. 

After  this  we  have  another  inftance  of  redemption 
in  one  of  their  children,  viz.  in  righteous  Abel,  as  the 
fcripture  calls  him,  whole  foul  perhaps  was  the  firft  that 
went  to  heaven  through  ChrifTs  redemption.  In  him 
We  have  at  leaft  the  firft  inftance  of  the  death  of  a  re¬ 
deemed  perfon  that  is  recorded  in  fcripture.  If  he  was 
the  firft,  then  as  the  redemption  of  Chrift  began  to 
dawn  before  in  the  fouls  of  men  in  their  conVerfion 
and  juftification,  in  him  it  firft  began  to  dawn  in  glori¬ 
fication  ;  and  in  him  the  angels  began  firft  to  do  the 
part  of  miniftring  fpirits  to  Chrift,  in  going  forth  to 
conduct  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed  to  glory.  And  in 
him  the  ele<ft  angels  in  heaven  had  the  firft  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  fee  fo  wonderful  a  thing  as  the  foul  of  one  of  the 
fallen  race  of  mankind,  that  had  been  funk  by  the  fall 
into  fuch  an  abyfs  of  fin  and  mifery,  brought  to  heaven, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  heavenly  glory, which  was  a  much 
greater  thing  than  if  thev  had  feen  him  returned  to  the 
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earthly  paradife.  Thus  they  by  this  faw  the  glorious 
effect  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  in  the  great  honour  and 
happinefs  that  was  procured  for  finful,  miferable  crea¬ 
tures  by  it. 

V.  The  next  remarkable  thing  that  God  did  in  the 
farther  carrying  on  of  this  great  affair  of  redemption, 
that  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  was  the  firft  remarkable 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  through  Chrift  that  ever  was, 
which  was  in  the  days  of  Enos .  This  feenis  to  have 
been  the  next  remarkable  thing  that  was  done  toward 
erecting  this  glorious  building  that  God  had  begun  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  in  Chrift  the  Mediator.  We 
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read,  Gen.  iv.  26.  “  Then  began  men  to  call  upon  the 
i(  name  of  the  Lord.”  The  meaning  of  thefe  words 
has  been  conliderably  controverted  among  divines.  We 
cannot  fuppofe  the  meaning  is,  that  that  time  was  the 
fir il:  that  ever  men  performed  the  duty  of  prayer. 
Prayer  is  a  duty  of  natural  religion,  and  a  duty  to 
which  a  fpirit  of  piety  does  moft  naturally  lead  men. 
Prayer  is  as  it  were  the  very  breath  of  a  fpirit  of  piety  ; 
and  we  cannot  fuppofe  therefore,  that  thofe  holy  men 
that  had  been  before  for  above  two  hundred  years,  had 
lived  all  that  while  without  any  prayer.  Therefore 
fome  divines  think,  that  the  meaning  is,  that  then  men 
lirft  began  to  perform  public  worlhip,  or  to  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  in  public  aftembiies.  Whether  it 
be  fo  to  be  underftood  or  no,  yet  fo  much  muft  necef- 
farily  be  underftood  by  ft,  viz.  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  new  in  the  vilible  church  of  God  with  refpeft  to 
the  duty  of  prayer,  or  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ;  that  there  was  a  great  addition  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  duty  ;  and  that  in  fome  refpect  or  other  it 
was  carried  far  beyond  what  it  ever  had  been  before, 
which  muft  be  the  confequence  of  a  remarkable  pour¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

If  it  was  now  firft  that  men  were  ftirred  up  to  get 
together  in  aftembiies  to  help  and  aftift  one  another  in. 
feeking  God,  fo  as  they  never  had  done  before,  it  ar¬ 
gues  fomething  extraordinary  as  the  caufe  ;  and  could 
be  from  nothing  but  uncommon  influences  of  God’s 
Spirit.  We  fee  by  experience,  that  a  remarkable  pour¬ 
ing  out  of  God’s  Spirit  is  always  attended  with  fuch  an 
effect,  viz.  a  great  increafe  of  the  performance  of  the 
duty  of  prayer.  When  the  Spirit  of  God  begins  a 
work  on  mens  hearts,  it  immediately  lets  them  to  call¬ 
ing  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  As  it  was  with  Paul 
after  the  Spirit  of  God  had  laid  hold  of  him,  then  the 
next  news  is,  “  Behold,  he  prayeth  !  ”  io  it  has  been  in 
all  remarkable  pourings  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that 
We  have  any  particular  account  of  in  feripture  ;  and  fo 
it  is  foretold  it  will  be  at  the  great  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  the  latter  days.  It  is  foretold,  that  it 
will  be  poured  out  as  a  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplica- 
tion,  Zech,  xii.  10.  See  alio  Zeph.  iii.  y.  For  then 
(i  will  I  turn  to  the  people  a  pure  language,  that  they 
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<c  may  all  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  ferve 
ii  him  with  one  confent.” 

And  when  it  is  laid,  u  Then  began  men  to  call  upon 
“  the  name  of  the  Lord,”  no  more  can  be  intended 
by  it,  than  that  this  was  the  firft  remarkable  feafon  of 
this  nature  that  ever  was.  It  was  the  beginning,  or  the 
firft,  of  fuch  a  kind  of  work  of  God,  fuch  a  pouring 
out  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  After  fuch  a  manner  fuch 
an  expreffion  is  commonly  ufed  in  fcripture  :  fo,  i  Sam. 
xiv.  35.  “  And  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  ;  the 
c<  fame  was  the  firft  altar  that  he  built  unto  the 
<c  Lord.”  In  the  Hebrew  it  is,  as  you  may  fee  in  the 
margin,  <c  that  altar  he  began  to  build  unto  the  Lord.” 
Heb.  ii.  3.  “  How  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  negledt  fo 

great  falvation,  which  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the 
“  Lord  ?  ” 

It  inav  here  be  obferved,  that  from  the  fall  of  man, 
to  this  day  wherein  we  live,  the  work  of  redemption  in 
its  effe<ft  has  mainly  been  carried  on  by  remarkable 
pourings  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Though  there  be 
a  more  conftant  influence  of  God’s  Spirit  always  in 
fome  degree  attending  his  ordinances  ;  yet  the  way  in 
which  the  greateft  things  have  been  done  towards  carry¬ 
ing  on  this  work,  always  has  been  by  remarkable  pour¬ 
ings  out  of  the  Spirit  at  fpecial  feafons  of  mercy,  as 
may  fully  appear  hereafter  in  our  further  profecution  of 
the  fubjebt  we  are  upon.  And  this  pouring  out  of  the 
Sp  irk  in  the  days  of  Enos,  was  the  firft  remarkable 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  ever  was.  There 
had  been  a  faving  work  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  fome 
before  but  now  God  was  pleafed  to  grant  a  more 
large  eflufion  of  his  Spirit,  for  the  bringing  in  an  har- 
veft  of  fouls  to  t  hrift  5  fo  that  in  this  we  fee  that  great 
building  that  is  the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  difeourfe, 
which  God  laid  the  foundation  of  immediately  after 
the  fall  of  man,  carried  on  further,  and  built  higher, 
than  ever  it  had  been  before. 

# 

VI.  The  next  thing  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is  the  emi¬ 
nently  holy  life  of  Enochs  who  we  have  reaion  to  think 
Was  a  faint  of  greater  eminency  than  any  ever  had  been 
before  him  ;  lo  that  in  this  rrfp.ee  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  to  a  greater  height  than  ever 

it  had  been  before.  With  refpe£t  to  its  effect  in  the  vi- 
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frble  church  in  general,  we  obferved  juft  now  how  it 
was  carried  higher  in  the  days  of  Enos  than  ever  it  had 
been  before.  Probably  Enoch  was  one  of  the  faints  of 
that  harveft ;  for  he  lived  all  the  days  that  he  did  live 
on  earth,  in  the  days  of  Enos .  And  with  refpedt  to 
the  degree  to  which  this  work  was  carried  in  the  foul 
of  a  particular  perfon,  it  was  railed  to  a  greater  height 
in  Enoch  than  ever  before.  His  foul,  as  it  was  built 
on  Chrift,  was  built  up  in  holinefs  to  a  greater  height 
than  there  had  been  any  inftance  of  before.  He  was  a 
wonderful  inftance  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  and  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  his  grace. 

VII.  In  Enoch’s  time,  God  did  more  exprefsly  reveal 
the  coming  of  Chrift  than  he  had  done  before,  in  the 
prophecy  of  Enoch  that  we  have  an  account  of  in  the 
14th  and  15th  verfes  of  the  epiftle  of  Jude  :  “  And  E- 
“  noch  alfo,  the  feventh  from  Adam,  prophefied  of 
“  thefe>  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten 

thoufand  of  his  laints,  to  execute  judgement  upon 
all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among 
them,  of  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have  un- 
*  godiy  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  Ipeeches 
“  which  ungodly  finners  have  fpoken  againft  him.” 
i^ere  Enoch  prophelies  of  the  coming  of  Chrift.  It 
does  not  feem  to  be  confined  to  any  particular  coming 
of  Chrift  ;  but  it  has  refpedt  in  general  to  Chrift’s  co^ 
ming  in  his  kingdom,  and  is  fulfilled  in  a  degree  in 
Loth  the  iii  ft  and  fecond  coming  of  Chrift  j  and  in¬ 
deed  in  every  remarkable  manifeffation  Chrift  has  made 
of  himlelf  in  the  world,  for  the  faving  of  his  people, 
and  the  deftroying  of  his  enemies.  It  is  very  pa¬ 
rallel  in  this  reipeft  with  many  other  prophecies  of  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  that  were  given  under  the  Old  Te- 
ftament ;  and,  in  particular,  it  feems  to  be  parallel 
with  that  great  prophecy  of  Chrift’s  coming  in  his 
kmgdom  that  we  have  in  the  yth  chapter  of  Daniel, 
whence  the  Jews  principally  took  their  notion  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  See  ver.  10.  66  A  fiery  ftream  blued, 
f  came  forth  from  before  him  :  thoufand  thou- 
ands  mimllred  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
tnoufand  ftood  before  him  :  the  judgement  was  fet, 
$c  and  the  books  were  opened.”  And  ver.  13.  4.  “  j. 

faw  inthe  night-yifions,  and  behold,  one  .  like  the 
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“  fon  of  man,  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and 
€<  came  to  the  ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him 
<£  near  before  him.  And  there  was  given  him  domi- 
nion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  na- 
tions,  and  languages,  fhould  ferve  him  :  his  domi- 
“  nion  is  an  everlafting  dominion,  which  fhali  not  pals 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  lhall  not  be  de- 
ftroyed.”  And  though  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Enoch 
might  have  a  more  immediate  refpeft  in  this  prophecy 
to  the  approaching  deftruftion  of  the  old  world  by  the 
hood,  which  was  a  remarkable  refemblance  of  Chrift’s 
deftruftion  of  all  his  enemies  at  his  fecond  coming,  yet 
it  doubtlefs  looked  beyond  the  type  to  the  antetype. 

And  as  this  prophecy  of  Chrift’s  coming  is  more  ex- 
prefs  than  any  had  been  before  ;  fo  it  is  an  inftance  of 
the  increafe  of  that  gofpel-light  that  began  to  dawn 
prefently  after  the  fall  of  man  ;  and  is  an  inftance  of 
that  building  that  is  the  fubject  of  our  prefent  dilcourle, 
being  yet  further  carried  on,  and  built  up  higher  than 
it  had  been  before. 

And  here,  by  the  way,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  gofpel-light,  and  the  carrying  on  the  work  of 
redemption,  as  it  reflects  the  elect  church  in  general, 
from  the  firft  erefting  of  the  church  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  is  very  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  car¬ 
rying  on  of  the  fame  work  and  the  fame  light  in  a 
particular  foul,  from  the  time  of  its  converfion,  till  it 
is  perfected  and  crowned  in  glory.  The  work  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  foul  has  its  ups  and  downs  ;  fometimes  the 
light  fhines  brighter,  and  fometimes  it  is  a  dark  time  \ 
fometimes  grace  feems  to  prevail,  at  othei  times  it 
fee  ms  to  languifh  for  a  great  while  together,  and  cor¬ 
ruption  prevails,  and  then  grace  revives  again.  But  in 
general,  grace  is  growing  1  from  its  ft  1  ft  infulion,  till  it 
is  perfected  in  glory,  tiie  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  buildmg 

up  in  the  foul.  * 

So  it  is  with  refpeft  to  the  great  affair  in  general,  as 

it  relates  to  the  univerlal  iubjeft  of  it,  as  it  is  caixied 
on  from  the  firft  beginning  of  it  after  the  fall,  till  it  is 
perfected  at  the  end  of  the  world,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  a  particular  view  of  this  affair  fiom  begin¬ 
ning  to  end,  in  the  profecution  of  this  fubjecl ,  if  God 
give  opportunity  to  carry  it  through  as  I  propofo  ^ 
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VIII.  The  next  remarkable  thing  towards  carrying 
on  this  work,  that  we  have  an  account  of  in  fcripture, 
is,  the  tranflation  of  Enoch  into  heaven.  The  account 
we  have  of  it  is  in  Gen.  v.  24.  “  And  Enoch  walked 
“  with  God,  and  he  Was  not  ;  for  God  took  him.” 
Here  Mofes,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  genealogy  of 
thofe  that  were  of  the  line  of  Noah ,  does  not  fay  con¬ 
cerning  Enoch,  he  lived  lo  long  and  he  died,  as  he  does 
of  the  reft  5  but,  he  was  not ,  for  God  took  him  ;  i,  c. 
he  tranflated  liim  ,  in  body  and  foul  carried  him  to 
heaven  without  dying,  as  it  is  explained  in  Heb.  xi.  5. 
u  By  faith  Enoch  was  tranflated  that  he  fhould  not  fee 
<c  death.”  By  this  wonderful  work  of  God,  the  work 
of  redemption  was  carried  to  a  greater  height  in  feveral 
refpects,  than  it  had  been  before. 

You  may  remember,  that  when  I  was  Blowing 
What  were  the  great  things  that  God  aimed  at  in 
the  work  of  redemption,  or  what  the  main  things 
Were  that  he  intended  to  bring  to  pafs  ;  I  among 
Other  things  mentioned  (p.  i2.)"the  perfect  reftoring 
the  ruins  of  the  fall  with  refpedt  to  the  deft,  and  re¬ 
ftoring  man  from  that  deftru&ion  that  he  had  brought 
On  himfelf,  both  in  foul  and  body.  Now  this  transla¬ 
tion  of  Enoch  was  the  ftrft  inftance  that  ever  was  of  re¬ 
ftoring  the  ruins  of  the  fall  with  re lp eel  to  the  body. 
There  had  been  many  inftances  of  reftoring  the  foul 
Of  man  by  Chrift's  redemption,  but  none  of  redeeming 
and  actually  laving  the  body  till  now.  All  the  bodies 
of  the  elect  are  to  be  fared  as  well  as  their  fouls.  At 
the  end  of  the  World,  all  the  bodies  of  the  faints  fliall 
chi  ally  be  1 1.  deemed  ,  thofe  that  then  fhall  have  been 
dead,  by  a  refurrection  5  and  others,  that  then  fhall  be 
living,  by  canting  them  to  pals  under  a  glorious 
change.  There  was  a  number  of  the  bodies  of 
faints  raifed  and  glorified,  at  the  relurredlion  and  afi- 
cen/ion  of  Chrift  ;  and  before  that  there  was  an  in¬ 
ftance  of  a  body  glorified  in  Elijah.  But  the  ftrft  in¬ 
ftance  of  all  was  this  of  Enoch,  that  we  are  now  f peak¬ 
ing  of. 

And  the  work  of  redemption  by  this  was  carried  on 
further  than  ever  it  had  been  before  •  as,  by  this  won¬ 
derful  work  cf  God,  there  was  a  great  increase  of  ’go- 
fjpcl -light  to  the  church  of  God*  in  this  refpeft,  that 
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hereby  the  church  had  a  clearer  manifeftation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  hate,  and  of  the  glorious  reward  of  the  laints  in 
heaven.  We  are  told,  2  Tim.  i.  10.  “That  life  and 
“  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpeh”  And 
the  more  of  this  is  brought  to  light,  the  more  clearly 
does  the  light  fhine  in  that  reipedt.  What  was  laid  in 
t he  Old  Tehament  of  a  future  hate,  is  very  obfcure,  in 
Companion  with  the  more  full,  plain,  and  abundant 
re  velation  given  of  it  in  the  New.  But  yet  even  in 
thole  early  days,  the  church  of  God,  in  this  inftance, 
was  favoured  with  an  inhance  of  it  fet  before  their 
eyes,  in  that  one  of  their  brethren  was  actually  taken 
up  to  heaven  without  dying  ;  which  we  have  all  reafon 
to  think  the  church  of  God  knew  then,  as  they  after¬ 
wards  knew  Elijah’s  tranflation.  And  as  this  was  a 
clearer  manifchation  of  a  future  hate  than  the  church 
had  had  before,  fo  it  was  a  pledge  or  earneh  of  that 
future  glorification  of  all  the  faints  which  God  intend¬ 
ed  through  the  redemption  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

IX,  The  next  thing  that  I  {hall  obferve,  was  the  up¬ 
holding  the  church  of  God  in  the  family  of  which 
Chrih  was  to  proceed,  in  the  time  of  that  great  and 
general  defection  of  the  world  of  mankind  that  was 
before  the  flood.  The  church  of  God,  in  all  probabili¬ 
ty,  was  fmali,  in  comparifon  with  the  reft  of  the  world, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  time  that  mankind  firft  be- 
gan  to  multiply  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  from  the 
time  of  Gain's  defection,  and  departing  from  among  the 
people  of  God  ;  the  time  we  read  of,  Gen.  iv.  16. 

.When  Cain  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
<c  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Nod f’  which  being  inter¬ 
preted,  is  she  land  of  banillimcnt  :  I  lay,  from  this  time 
ol  CahCs  departure  and  feparation  from  the  church  of 
Gcd,  it  is  probable  that  the  church  of  God  was  fmali 
in  comparifon  with  the  reft  of  the  world.  The  church 
feems  to  have  been  kept  up  chiefly  in  the  posterity  of 
Seth  1  for  t  his  was  the  feed  that  God  appointed  inftead 
of  Abel,  whom  Gain-  ikw.  But  we  cannot  reafonably 
J.uppofo,  that  Seth's  pofterity  were  one  fiftieth  part  of 
the  world  :  u  For  Adam  was  one  hundred  and  thir™ 
“  ty  years  old  when  Seth  was  born.”  But  Cain,  who 
feems  to  have  been  the  ringleader  of  thofe  that  were 
not  of  the  church,  Was  Adam's  eideft  child,  and  pro¬ 
bably- 
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bably  was  born  foon  after  the  fall,  which  doubtlefs  was 
foon  after  Adam's  creation  ;  fo  that  there  was  time  for 
Cam  to  have  many  fons  before  Seth  was  born,  and  be? 
Tides  many  other  children,  that  probably  Adam  and  Evd 
had  before  this  time,  agreeably  to  God’s  blefiing  that 
lie  gave  them,  when  he  faid,  <c  Be  fruitful,  and  multi¬ 
ply,  and  repienifh  the  earth  and  many  of  thefe 
children  might  have  children.  The  ftory  of  Cain  be- 
iOre  Seth  was  born,  feems  to  rcprefent  as  though  there 
were  great  numbers  of  men  on  the  earth  :  Gen.  iv.  14. 
1 5*  c‘  heboid,  thou  hah:  driven  me  out  this  day  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  :  and  from  thy  face  fhall  I  be  hid, 
and  I  fhall  be  a  fugitive  anu  a  vagabond  in  the  earth  j 
and  it  ihall  come  to  pais,  that  every  one  that  fmd- 
eth  me  fhall  flay  me.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him, 
Therefore  wliolbever  flayeth  Cain,  vengeance  fhall 
bu  tanen  on  him  feven-fold.  And  the  Lord  fet 
a  mark  upon  Cain,  left  any  finding  him  fhouid 
tC  kill  him.”  And  all  thofe  that  were  "then  in  beino- 
when  Seth  was  born,  mud  be  fuppofed  then  to  hand  in 
equal  capacity  of  multiplying  their  poflerity  with  him  ; 
rinn  therefore,  as  1  laid  before,  Seth's  polferity  were 
but  a  fmall  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  world. 

But  after  the  days  of  Enos  and  Enoch ,  (for  Enoch  was 
tranflated  before  Enos  died) ;  I  Gy,  after  their  days,  the 
chinch  of  God  greatly  diminifhed,  in  proportion  as 
multitudes  that  were  of  the  line  of  Seth,  and  had  been 
born  in  the  church  of  God,  fell  away,  and  joined  with 
the  wicked  world,  principally  by  means  of  intermar¬ 
riages  with  them  ;  as  Gen.  vi.  1.  2.  &  4.  “  And  it  came 
to  pafs,  when  men  began  to  multiply  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  daughters  were  born  unto  them,  that 
the  fons  of  God  faw  the  daughters  of  men,  that  they 
were  fair  ;  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which 
“  they  choie.—  There  were  giants  in  the  earth  in 
“  thofe  days  ;  and  alfo  after  that,  when  the  Lons  of 
God  came  in  unto  the  daughters  of  men,  and  they 
**  bare  children  to  them,  the  fame  became  mighty  men, 
a  which  were  of  old  men  of  renown.”  By  the  fons  of 
Cod  here,  ure  doubtlefs  meant  the  children  of  the 
church.  It  is  a  denomination  often  given  them  in 
•L* They  intermarried  with  the  wicked  world, 
$nh  fo  had  their  hearts  led  away  from  God  ;  and  there 
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a  great  and  continual  defection  from  the  church. 
And  the  church  of  God,  that  ufed  to  be  a  reftraint  on 
the  wicked  world,  diminiilied  exceedingly,  and  fo  wic- 
kednefs  went  on  without  reftraint.  And  Satan,  that 
did  ferpent  the  devil,  that  tempted  our  firft  parents, 
and  fet  up  himfelf  as  God  of  this  world,  raged  ex¬ 
ceedingly  j  and  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of 
man’s  heart  was  only  evil  continually,  and  the  earth 
was  filled  with  violence.  It  ieemed  to  be  deluged  with 
wickednefs  now,  as  it  was  with  water  afterwards  :  and 
mankind  in  general  were  drowned  in  this  deluge  ;  ai¬ 
med:  all  were  fwallowed  up  in  it.  And  now  Satan 
made  a  moil  violent  and  potent  attempt  to  (wallow  up 
the  church  of  God  ,  and  had  almolf  done  it.  But  yet 
God  reftored  it  in  the  midft  of  all  this  flood  of  wicked- 
nels  and  violence.  He  kept  it  up  in  that  line  of  which 
Chrift  was  to  proceed.  He  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be 
deftroyed,  for  a  bluffing  was  in  it.  The  Lord  the  Re¬ 
deemer  was  in  this  branch  of,  mankind,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  to  proceed  from  it  There,  was  a  particular  fa¬ 
mily  that  was  a  root  in  which  the  great  Redeemer  of  the 
world  was,  and  whence  the  branch  of  righteoufnefs 
was  afterwards  to  fhoot  forth.  And  therefore,  however 
the  branches  were  lopped  off,  and  the  tree  feemed  to  be 
deftroyed  ^  yet  God,  in  the  midft  of  all  this,  kept  alive 
this  root,  by  his  wonderful  redeeming  power  and  grace, 
fo  that  the  gates  of  hell  could  not  prevail  againft  it. 

Thus  I  have  fliown  how  God  carried  on  the  great 
affair  of  redemption  ;  how  the  building  went  on  that 
God  began  after  the  fall,  during  this  firft  period  of  the 
times  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  viz.  from  the  fall  of  man, 
till  God  brought  the  flood  on  the  earth.  And  I  would 
take  notice  upon  it,  that  though  the  hiffory  which  Mo- 
fes  gives  of  the  great  works  of  God  during that  fpace 
be  very  inert  yet  it  is  exceeding  cornprehenfive  and 
inftruelive.  And  it  may  alfo  be  profitable  for  us  here 
to  obferve,  the  efficacy  of  that  purchafe  of  redemption 
that  had  fuch  great  efteefts  even  in  the  old  world  fo 

O  '  '(  v  • 

many  ages  before  Chrift  appeared  himfelf  to  purchafe 
redemption,  that  his  blood  fhpuld  have  fuch  great  effi¬ 
cacy  fo  long  before  it  was  fhed. 
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I  Proceed  now  to  fhow  how  the  fame  work  was  car¬ 
ried  on  through  the  fecmid  period  of  the  Old  Telia- 
ment,  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  food  till  the  calling 
cf  Abraham  :  for  though  that  mighty,  overflowing,  - 
univerfai  deluge  of  waters  overthrew  the  world ;  yet  it 
did  not  overthrow  this  building  of  God,  the  work  of 
redemption.  But  this  went  on  yet ;  and  inftead  of  be* 
ing  overthrown,  continued  to  be  built  up,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  on  to  a  further  preparation  for  the  great  Saviour’s 
coming  into  the  world,  and  working  out  redemption 
for  his  people.  And  here, 

I.  The  flood  itfelf  was  a  work  of  God  that  belonged 

.  r  O  J 

to  this  great  affair,  and  tended  to  promote  it.  All  the 
great  and  mighty  works  of  God  from  the  fall  of  man 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  are  x'educible  to  this  work, 
and,  if  feen  in  a  right  view  of  them,  will  appear  as 
parts  of  it,  and  fo  many  fleps  that  God  has  taken  in 
order  to  it,  or  as  carrying  it  on  ;  and  doubtlefs  fo 
great  a  work,  fo  remarkable  and  univerfai  a  cataftrophe, 
as  the  deluge  was,  cannot  be  excepted.  It  was  a  work 
that  God  wrought  in  order  to  it,  as  thereby  God  re¬ 
moved  out  of  the  way  the  enemies  and  obftacles  of  it, 
that  were  ready  to  overthrow  it. 

Satan  feems  to  have  been  in  a  dreadful  rage  juft  be¬ 
fore  the  flood,  and  his  rage  then  doubtlefs  was,  as  it 
always  has  been,  chiefly  againft  the  church  of  God  to 
overthrow  it  \  and  he  had  filled  the  earth  with  violence 
and  rage  againft  it.  He  had  drawn  over  almoft  all  the 
world  to  be  on  his  fide,  and  they  lifted  under  his  banner 
againft  Thrift  and  his  church.  We  read,  that  the  earth 
“  was  filled  with  violence  j”  and  doubtlefs  that  violence 
was  chiefly  againft  the  church,  in  fulfilment  of  what 
was  foretold,  I  will  put  enmity  between  thy  feed  and  her 
feed.  And  their  enmity  and  violence  was  fo  great,  and 
the  enemies  of  the  church  fo  numerous,  the  whole 
world  being  againft  the  church,  that  it  was  come  to 
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ing  of  rjgliteoufnefs,  were  utterly  difregarded.  God’s 
fpirit  had  ft  riven  with  them  an  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  and  all  in  vain  \  and  the  church  was  almoft 
iwallowed  up.  It  feerns  to  have  been  reduced  to  fo  nar¬ 
row  limits,  as  to  be  confined  to  one  family.  A  nd  there 
was  no  prolpecc  or  any  thing  elie  bait  of  their  totally 
1  wallowing  up  the  church,  and  that  in  a  very  little 
time  ;  and  fo  wholly  destroying  tliat  fmall  root  that  had 

tne  bleftlng  in  it,  or  whence  the  Redeemer  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

And  therefore,  God’s  deftroying  thofe  enemies  of 
the  church  by  the  flood,  belongs  to  this  affair  of  re¬ 
demption  :  for  it  was  one  thing  that  was  done  in  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  it  was  revealed  to 
Adam :  <c  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  ;  it  fhall 
bruife  thy  head.'’  T  his  deftruclion  was  only  a  de- 
ft ruction  of  tne  feed  of  the  ferpent  in  the  midft  of  their 
moft  violent  rage  againft  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and 
fo  delivering  the  feed  of  the  woman  from  them,  when 
in  utmoft  peril  by  them. 


We  read  of  icarce  any  great  definition  of  nations 
any  where  in  Scripture,  but  that  one  main  reafon  given 
for  it  is,  their  enmity  and  injuries  againft  God’s 
church  ;  and  doubtlefs  this  was  one  main  reafon  of  the 
deftruftion  ot  all  nations  by  the  flood.  The  giants 
that  were  in  thofe  days,  in  all  likelihood,  got  them- 
ielves  their  renown  by  their  great  exploits  againft  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  againft  Chrift  and  his  church,  the  remaining 
fons  of  God  that  had  not  corrupted  themfelves. 

We  read,  that- juft  before  the  world  fhall  be  deftroyr 

ed  by  fire,  the  nations  that  are  in  the  fpur  quarters  of 

the  earth,  fhall  gather  together  againft  the  church  as 

the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  fhall  go  up  on  the  breadth  of 

the  earth,  and  compaft  the  camp  of  the  faints  about, 

and  the  beloved  city  ;  and  then  fire  fhall  come  down 

*  * 

from  God  out  of  heaven,  and  devour  them,  Piev.  xx. 
S.  o.  And  it  feems  as  though  there  was  that  which  was 
very  parallel  to  it,  juft  before  the  world  was  deftroyed 
by  water.  And  therefore  their  deftruclion  was  a  work 
of  God  that  did  as  much  belong  to  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  as  the  deftruction  of  the  Egyptians  belonged 
to  the  redemption  of  the  children  of  Iff  ad  out  of  Er 

•  gyp** 
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gypt,  or  as  the  deftruciion  of  Sennacherib’s  mighty  ar¬ 
my,  that  had  compacted  about  Jerufalem  to  deliroy  it3- 
belonged  to  Goa’s  redemption  of  that  city  from  them. 

Ly  means  of  this  flood,  all  the  enemies  of  God’s 
chinch,  a  gain  d'  whom  that  little  handful  had  no 
ftiength,  were  fwept  off  at  once.  God  took  their  part, 
dnd  appealed  for  them  againff  their  enemies,  and 
drowned  tliofe  of  whom  they  had  been  afraid  in  the 
flood  or  water,  as  he  drowned  the  enemies  of  Ifrael 
that  purfued  them  in  the  Red  fea. 

Indeed  God  could  have  taken  other  methods  to  deli¬ 
ver  his  church  :  he  could  have  converted  all  the  world 
in ftead  or  drowning  it ;  and  io  he  could  have  taken  an- 
otliei  method  than  drowning  the  Egyptians  in  the  Red 
ha.  Rut  that  is  no  argument,  that  the  method  that  he 

aid  take,  was  not  a  method  to  ihow  iris  redeeminp- 
mercy  to  them.  ° 

By  the  wicked  world’s  being  drowned,  the  wicked, 
ihe  enemies  of  God’s  people,  were  difpoiTefTed  of  the 
:arth,  and  the  whole  earth  given  to  Noah  and  his  fa¬ 
mily  to  poiTefs  in  quiet  ;  as  God  made  room  for  the 
IJraehtes  in  Canaan ,  by  calling  out  their  enemies  from 
eefore  them.  And  God’s  thus  taking  the  pofTeilAon  of 
.he  enemies  or  the  church,  and  giving  it  all  to  hi? 
murch,  was  agreeable  to  that  promife  of  the  covenant 
rr  grace  :  Pfal.  xxxyii.  9.  10.  1 1.  “  For  evil  doers  fhali 
be  cut  oft :  but  thofe  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  thev 
..  *  m^ier^t  the  earth.  For  yet  a  little  while  and  the 
wicked  fh a  11  not  be  :  yea,  thou  lhalt  diligently  conil- 
.  r  hls  PlacG  anci  ^  ihafl  mot  be.  But  the  meek  fhali. 

B  Krlf  rit  ^ie  C‘}ith,  and  flidll  deligiit  themfeives  in  the 
abundance  of  peace.” 

U.  Another  thing  here  belonging  to  the  fame  work, 
ras  poos  fo  wonderfully  preferviog  that  family  of 
vhu:a  the  Redeemer  was  to  proceed,  when  all  the  reft 
>t  the  world  was  drowned.  God’s  drowning  the 
'.Grid,  and  laving  Noah  and  his  family,  both  were 
vorns  reducible  to  this  great  work.  The  lining  Noah 
ind  ins  famny  belonged  to  it  two  ways.  As  that  fami- 
y  was  tae  family  ot  which  the  Redeemer  was  to  pro- 
eed,  and  as  that  family  was  the  church  that  he  had 
'edeemed,  it  was  the  myftical  body  of  Clirift  that  was 
here  fared.  The  manner  of  God’s  faying  thofe  per- . 

*  foils, 
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fons,  when  all  the  world  befides  was  fo  overthrown, 
was  very  wonderful  arid  remarkable.  It  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  and  remarkable  type  of  the  redemption  of  Chrift, 
of  that  redemption  that  is  fealed  by  the  baptifm  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  is  l'o  Spoken  of  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  i  Pet. 
iii.  20.  21.  “  Which  fometime  were  difobedient,  when 
“  once  the  long-fuirering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of 
“  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing,  wherein  few, 
“  that  is  eight  fouls,  were  laved  by  water.  The  like 
figure  wliereunto,  even  baptifm,  doth  alfo  now  five 
us,  (not  the  putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  fleih, 
but  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God), 
<c  by  the  refurrebtion  of  Jefus  Chrift.”  That  water 
tharwafhed  away  the  filth  of  the  world,  that  cleared 
the  world  of  wicked  nten,  was  a  type  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  that  takes  away  the  fin  of  the  world.  That 
water  that  delivered  Noah  and  his  fons  from  their  ene- 
rifies,  is  a  type  of  the  blood  that  delivers  God’s  church 
from  their  fins,  their  word  enemies.  That  water  that 
was  fo  plentiful  and  abundant,  that  it  filled  the  world* 
and  reached  above  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains, 
was  a  type  of  that  blood,  the  fuffkiency  of  which  is 
fo  abundant,  that  it  is  fufficient  for  the  whole  world  * 
Iuflic lent  to  bury  the  highefi  mountains  of  fin.  ^  The 
ark,  that  was  the  refuge  and  hiding-place  of  the  church 
in  this  time- of  fiorm  and  flood,  was  a  type  of  Chrift* 
the  true  hiding-place  of  the  church  from  the  ftormS 

and  floods  of  God’s  wrath. 

III.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve  is,  the  new 
grant  of  the  earth  God  made  to  Noah  and  his  family 
immediately  after  the  flood,  as  founded  on  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace.  The  facrifice  of  Chrift  was  reprefentcd 
by  Noah’s  building  an, altar  to  the  Lord,  and  offering  a 
facrifice  of  every  clean  beaft,  and  every  clean  fowl. 
And  we  have  an  account  of  God’s  accepting  this  lacri- 
lice  :  arid  thereupon  he  blefied  Noah,  and  eftablHhed 
Pis  covenant  with  him,  and  with  his  iced,  promifmg 
to  deftroy  the  earth  in  like  manner  no  more  ;  fignify- 
ing  how  that  it  is  by  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  that  God  s 
favour  is  obtained/ and  his  people  are  in  fafety  from 
God’s  deiiroyirig  judgements,  arid  do  obtain  the  blef- 
fmg  of  the  Lord.  ‘  And  God  now,  on  occafion  of  this 

facrifice  that  Noah  offered  to  God,  gives  him  and  his 

pofterity 
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pofterity  a  new  grant  of  the  earth  ;  a  new  power  of  do- 
minion  over  the  creatures,  as  founded  on  that  facrifice, 
and  fo  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace.  And  fo  it  i$ 
to  he  looked  upon  as  a  diverfe  grant  from  that  which 
was  made  to  Adam,  that  we  have,  Gen.  i.  23.  “  And 
<£  God  blefted  them,  and  God  laid  unto  them,  Be  fruit- 
-*  Eil,  and  multiply,  and  repkniih  the  earth,  and  fub- 
“  due  it ;  and  have  dominion  over  the  Mi  of  the  fea, 
<c  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  every  living 
thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth.”  Which  grant 
was  not  rounded  on  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  for  it  was 
given  to  Adam  while  he  was  under  the  covenant  of 
works,  and  therefore  was  antiquated  when  that  cove¬ 
nant  ceafed.  The  firft  grant  of  the  earth  to  Adam  wits 
founded  on  the  firft  covenant  \  and  therefore,  when 
that  fir  if  covenant  was  broken,  the  right  conveyed  to 
him  by  that  firft  covenant  was  forfeited  and  loft.  And 
hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  earth  was  taken  away 
from  mankind  by  the  flood  :  for  the  firft  grant  was  for¬ 
feited  ;  and  God  had  never  made  another  after  that,  till 
after  the  flood.  If  the  firft  covenant  had  not  been  bro¬ 


ken,  God  never  would  have  drowned  the  world,  and  fo 
have  taken  it  away  from  mankind  :  for  then  the  firft 
grant  made  to  mankind  would  have  flood  good.  But 
that  was  broken  ;  and  fo  God,  after  a  while,  deftroyed 
the  earth,  when  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great. 

But  after  the  flood,  on  Noah’s  offering  a  facrifice  that 
reprefented  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  God,  in  fmelling  a 
.  fweet  favour,  or  accepting  that  facrifice,  as  it  was  a  re- 
"  prefentation  of  the  true  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which  is  a 
fweet  favour  indeed  to  God,  he  gives  Noah  a  new  grant 
of  the  earth,  founded  on  that  facrifice  of  Chrift,  or  that 
covenant  of  grace  which  is  by  that  facrifice  of  Chrift, 
with  a  promife  annexed,  that  now  the  earth  fhould  no 
more  be  deftroyed,  till  the  confummation  of  all  things  ; 
as  you  may  fee  in  Gen.  viii.  20.  21 .  22.  and  chap.  ix.  1. 
2.  3.  7.  I  he  reai'on  why  fuch  a  promife,  that  God 
.would  no  more  deftroy  the  earth,  was  added  to  this 
grant  made  to  Noah,  and  not  to  that  made  to  Adam, 
was  becauie  this  was  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace, 
of  which  Chrift  was  the  fiiretv,  and  therefore  could 
-  not  be  broken.  And  therefore  it  comes  to  pafs  now, 
fcliat  though  the  wickednefs  of  man  has  dreadfully  raffed. 
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and  the  earth  has  been  filled  with  violence  and  wicked- 
oefs  thoufiinds  of  times,  and  one  age  after  another,  and 
much  more  dreadful  and  aggravated  wickednefs  than 
the  world  was  full  of  before  the  flood,  being  again!!  !o 
'much  greater  light  and  mercy  ;  efpecially  in  thele  days 
of  the  gofpel  :  yet  God’s  patience  holds  out ;  God  docs 
pot  deftroy  the  earth  ;  his  mercy  and  forbearance  abides 
according  to  his  promile  ;  and  his  grant  efftvbliftied  with 
Noah  and  his  fons  abides  firm  and  good,  being  founded 


on  the  covenant  of  grace 


IV.  On  this  God  renews  with  Noah  and  his  fons  the 
covenant  of  grace,  Gen.  ix.  9.  1  o.  “  And  I,  behold,  I 
effablifli  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  feed  af¬ 
ter  you,  and  with  every  living  creature  that  is  with  you,’* 
which  was  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  which  even 
the  brute  creation  have  this  benefit  of,  that  it  fhall  never 
be  deft r Owed  again  until  the  confummation  of  all  things, 
‘When  we  have  this  exprelfion  in  fcripture,  my  covenant y 
it  commonly  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  covenant  of 
grace.  The  manner  of  exprcffion,  <c  I  will  eftablifh  my 
covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  feed  after  you,” 
ftiews  plainly,  that  it  was  a  covenant  already  in  being, 
that  had  been  made  already,  and  that  Noah  would  un¬ 
derhand  what  covenant  it  was  by  that  denomination, 

'  viz.  the  covenant  of  grace. 

Vc  God’s  di (appointing  the  defign  of  building  the  city 
and  tower  of  (label.  This  work  of  God  belongs  to  the  great 

For  that  building  was  undertaken 
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work  of  redemption.  *.  UuuU11,b 

in  onpofition  to  this  great  building  of  G o d  that  we  are 
fine  a  king  of.  Mens  going  about  to  build  fuch  a  city  and 
tower  was  an  eft  eft  of  the  corruption  that  mankind 
were  now  foon  fallen  into.  This  city  and  tower  was  let 
♦  up  in  oppofition-to  the  city  of  God,  as  the  god  that  they 
built  it  to,  was  their  pride.  Being  funk  into  a  dil poli¬ 
tico  to  forfiike  the  true  God,  the  lirft  idol  they  let  up 
in  his  room,  was  themfelves,  their  own  glory  and  fame. 
And  as  this  city  and  tower  had  their  foundation  laid  ip 
'  the  pride  and  vanity  of  men,’  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
their  minds,  fo  it  was  built  on  a  foundation  exceedingly 
’  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  foundation  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Chrift,  and  his  redeemed  city,  which  has  its 
foundation  laid  in  humility. 

Therefore  God  law  that  it  tended  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
..  m  '  fign 
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fign  of  that  great  building  that  was  founded,  not  in  the 
haughtinefs  of  rnen,  but  Chrift’s  blood  :  and  therefore 
the  thing  that  they  did  difpleafed  the  Lord,  and  he 
baffled  and  confounded  the  defign,  and  did  not  fuffer 
them  to  bring  it  to  perfection  j  as  God  will  frulfrate 
and  confound  all  other  buildings,  that  are  fct  up  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  great  building  of  the  work  of  redemption. 

In  the  fecond  chapter  or  Ifaiah,  where  the  prophet 
is  foretelling  God’s  letting  up  the  kingdom  of  Chrift:  in 
the  world,  he  foretells  how  God  will,  in  order  to  it, 
bring  down  the  haughtinefs  of  men,  and  how  the  day 
of  the  Lord  lhall  be  on  every  high  'tower,  and  upon  eve¬ 
ry  fenced.  wall ,  See.  Chriirs  kingdom  is  efktbliihed,  by 
bringing  down  every  high  thing  to  make  way  tor  it, 

.  2  Cor.  x.  4.  5.  Cc  For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are 
u  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftreng 
“  holds,  catting  down  imaginations,  and  every  high 
“  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  again  It  the  knowledge  of 
“  God.”  What  is  done  in  a  particular  foul,  to  make 
way  for  the  letting  up  of  Chrilt’s  kingdom,  is  to  deftroy 
Babel  in  that  foul. 

They  intended  to  have  built  Babel  up  to  heaven.  That 
building  that  is  the  fubject  we  are  upon,  is  a  building 
that  is  intended  to  be  built  fo  high,  that  its  top  lhall 
reach  to  heaven  indeed,  as  it  will  to  the  higheft  heavens 
at  the  end  of  the  world,  when  it  lhall  be  iinilhed  :  and 
therefore  God  would  not  fuller  the  building  of  liis  ene- 
mies,  that  they  deflgned  to  build  up  to  heaven  in  oppo- 
lition  to  it,  to  profper.  If  they  had  gone  on  and  pro¬ 
spered  in  building  that  city  and  tower,  it  might  have 
kept  the  world  of  wicked  men,  the  enemies  of  the 
church,  together,  as  that  was  their  deiign.  They  might 
have  remained  united  in  one  vail,  powerful  city  ;  and 
fo  they  might  have  been  too  powerful  for  the  city  of 
God,  and  quite  fwal lowed  it  up. 

This  city  of  Babel  is  the  fame  with  the  city  of  Baby¬ 
lon  ;  for  Babylon  in  the  original  is  Babel.  But  Bab}  Ion 
was  a  city  that  is  always  ipoken  oi  in  feripture  as  chief¬ 
ly  oppoiite  to  the  city  of  God.  Babylon,  and  Jerufi- 
lem,  or  Zion,  are  oppofed  to  each  other  often  both  in 
the  Old  Tseft ament  and  New.  This  cit^y  was  a  powerful 
and  terrible  enemy  to  the  city  of  God  afterwards,  not- 
tv  it  branding  this  great  check  put  to  the  building  of  it  in 
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the  beginning.  But  it  might  have  been,  and  probably 
would  have  been  vaftly  more  powerful,  and  able  to  vex 
and  deftroy  the  church  of  God,  if  it  had  not  been  thus 
checked. 

Thus  it  was  in  kindnefs  to  his  church  in  the  world, 
and  in  prolecution  of  the  great  delign  of  redemption, 
that  God  put  a  Hop  to  the  building  of  the  city  and  tower 
of  Babel. 

VI.  The  difperfing  of  the  nations,  and  dividing  the 
earth  among  its  inhabitants,  immediately  after  God  had 
caufed  the  building  of  Babel  to  ceafe.  This  was  done 
fo  as  moft  to  fuit  that  great  defign  of  redemption.  And 
particularly,  God  therein  had  an  eye  to  the  future  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  nations.  They  were  fo 
placed,  the  bounds  of  their  habitation  fo  limited  round 
about  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  place  laid  out  for  the  ha¬ 
bitation  of  God’s  people,  as  moft  fuited  the  delign  of 
propagating  the  gofpel  among  them  :  Deut.  xxxii.  8. 
<t  When  the  Molt  High  divided  to  the  nations  their  in- 
u  heritan.ce,  when  he  feparated  the  fons  of  Adam,  he 
u  fet  the  bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number 
“  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.”  Acfts  xvii.  26.  27.  u  And 

hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men,  for  to 
ct  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  deter- 
u  mined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of 

their  habitation  ,  that  they  fhoukl  leek  the  Lord,  if 
u  haply  they  might  fed  after  him,  and  find  him.”  The 
land  of  Canaan  was  the  moft  conveniently  lituated  of 


* 

any  place  m  the  world  for  the  purpofe  of  fpreading  the 
liaht  of  the  pofoel  thence  among  the  nations  in  general. 
4  he  inhabited  world  was  chiefly  in  the  Roman  empire 
in  the  times  immediately  after  Chrift,  which  was  in  the 
countries  round  about  jeruftdem,  and  fo  properly  litua¬ 
ted  for  the  purpofe  of  diflullng  the  light  of  the  gofpel 
among  them  from  that  place.  The  devil  feeing  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  litufltion  of  the  nations  for  promoting 
the  great  work  of  redemption,  and  the  difadvantage  of 
it  with  refpec!  to  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom,  afterward 
led  away  many  nations  into  the  remote!!  parts  of  the 
world,  to  that  end,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  of  the 
gofpel.  Thus  he  led  feme  into  America  *,  and  others 
into  northern  cold  regions,  that  are  almoft  maccelftble. 

VII.  Another  thing  I  would  mention  in  this  period, 

was 
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was  God’s  preferring  the  true  religion  in  the  line  of 
which  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  when  the  world  in  general 
apoftatized  to  idolatry,  and  the  church  were  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  in  the  general  cor¬ 
ruption.  Although  God  had  lately  wrought  fo  won¬ 
derfully  for  the  deliverance  of  his  church,  and  had 
Ihewn  lb  great  mercy  towards  it,  as  for  its  fake  even  to 
deftroy  all  the  reft  of  the  World  ;  and  although  he  had 
lately  renewed  and  eftablifhed  his  covenant  of  grace 
with  Noah  and  his  Ions  ;  yet  fo  prone  is  the  corrupt 
heart  of  man  to  depart  from  God,  and  to  link  into  the 
depths  of  wickednels,  and  fo  prone  to  darknefs,  delu- 
lion,  and  idolatry,  that  the  world  foon  after  the  flood 
fell  into  grofs  idolatry  ;  fo  that  before  Abraham  the 
diftemper  was  become  almofl  univerial.  The  earth  was 
become  very  corrupt  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  Ba¬ 
bel  ;  and  even  God’s  people  themfelves,  even  that  line 
of  which  Chrift  was  to  come,  were  corrupted  in  a  mca- 
fure  with  idolatry  :  Joih.  xxiv.  2.  “  Your  fathers  dwelt 
“  on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood  in  old  time,  even  Tc- 
“  rah  the  father  of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of  Na- 
<£  hor  ;  and  they  ferved  other  gods”  The  other  flde  of 
the  flood  means  beyond  the  river  Euphrates,  where  the 
ancestors  of  Abraham  lived. 

We  are  not  to  underftand,  that  they  were  wholly 
drawn  ofl  to  idolatry,  to  rorfake  the  true  God.  For  God 
is  faid  to  be  the  God  of  Nahor :  Gen.  xxxi.  53.  “  The 
“  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Nahor/  the  God 
“  of  their  father ,  judge  betwixt  us.”  But  they  on¬ 
ly  partook  in  feme  meafure  of  the  general  and  almoft 
univerfal  corruption  of  the  times  ;  as  Solomon  was  in 
a  meafure  inferied  with  idolatrous  corruption  ;  and  as 
the  children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt  are  faid  to  ferve  other 
gods,  though  yet  there  was  the  true  church  of  God  a- 
mong  them  ;  and  as  there  were  images  kept  for  a  con- 
ftdei able  time  in  the  family  of  Jacob  ;  the  corruption 

being  brought  from  Padan-Aram,  whence  he  fetched 
his  wives. 

This  was  the  fecond  time  that  the  church  was  al¬ 
moft  brought  to  nothing  by  the  corruption  and  general 
defection  of  the  world  from  true  religion.  But  ftill  the 
true  religion  was  kept  up  in  the  family  of  which  Chrift 
was  to  proceed.  Which  is  another  inftance  of  God’s 

remarkably 
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remarkably  preferving  his  church  in  a  time  of  a  general 
deluge  of  wickednefs  j  and  wherein,  although  the  god 
of  this  world  raged,  and  had  almoft  lwallowed  up  God’s 
church,  yet  God  did  not  fuffer  the  gates  of  hell  to  pre¬ 


vail  againft  it. 
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From  the  calling  of  Abraham  tb  Mofesi 

Proceed  now  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption 
^  was  carried  on  through  the  third  period  of  the  times 
‘faf  the  Old  Teftametit,  beginning  with  the  calling  of  A- 
hraham ,  and  extending  to  Mofes.  And  here, 

I.  It  pleafed  God  now  to  feparate  that  perfon  of  whom 
Chrift  was  to  come,  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  that  his 
Church  might  be  upheld  in  his  family  and  pofteiity  till 
Chrift  lliould  come  }  as  he  did  in  calling  Abraham  out 
of  his  own  country,  and  from  his  kindred,  to  go  into  a 
diftant  country,  that  God  fhould  fhow  him,  arid  bung¬ 
ing  him  fir  if  out  of  XJr  of  the  Chaldees  to  Chaiian,  and 

then  to  the  land  of  Canaan. 

It  was  before  obferved,  that  the  corruption  of  the 
world  with  idolatry  was  now  become  general  5  mankind 
were  almoff  wholly  over-run  with  idolatry  *.  God  there¬ 
fore  faw  it  neceffary ,  in  order  to  uphold  tiue  1  eugkm  in 
the  world,  that  there  fhould  he  a  family  fepaiated  fiom. 
the  reft  of  the  world.  It  proved  to  be  high  time  to  take 
this  courfe,  left  the  church  of  Chrift  fhould  wholly  be 
carried  away  with  the  apoftafy  .  For  the  church  of  God 
itfelf,  that  had  been  upheld  in  the  line  of  Abraham’s  an- 
c  e  ft  or  Sj  was  already  confiderably  corrupted.  Abraham  s 
(»wn  country  and  kindred  had  molt  eft  t  qliti  i alien  off  j 
and  without  fo me  extraordinary  interpoiition  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  in  all  likelihood,  in  a  generation  or  two  mo're, 
the  true  religion  in  this  line  would  have  been  extinct. 
And  therefore  God  faw  it  to  be  time  to  call  Abraham, 
the  perfon  in  whole  family  he  intended  to  uphold  the 
true  religion,  out  of  his  own  country,  and  from  his  kin¬ 
dred,  to  a  far  diftant  country,  that  his  pofterity  might 
there  remain  a  people  feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the 

;  that  fo  the  tru t  religion  might  be  upheld  there, 

while 
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while  all  mankind  befides  were  fwaliowed  up  in  Hea¬ 
then  din. 

The  land  of  the  Chaldees,  that  Abraham  was  called 
to  go  out  of,  was  the  country  about  Babel ;  Babel,  or 
Babylon,  was  the  chief  city  of  the  land  of  Chaldea. 
Learned  men  fuppofe,  by  what  they  gather  from  fome  of 
the  moft  ancient  accounts  of  things,  that  it  was  in  this 
land  that  idolatry  firft  began  ;  that  Babel  and  Chaldea 
were  the  original  and  chief  feat  of  the  worfhip  of  idols, 
whence  it  fpread  into  other  nations.  And  therefore 
the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  or  the  country  of  Babylon,  is 
in  fcripture  called  the  land  of  graven  images ;  as  you 
may  lee,  Jer.  1.  35.  together  with  ver.  38.  <c  A  fword 
is  upon  the  Chaldeans,  faith  the  Lord,  and  upon  the 
“  inhabitants  of  Babylon,  and  upon  her  princes,  and 

upon  her  wife  men. - A  drought  is  upon  her  waters, 

and  they  fhall  be  dried  up  ;  for  it  is  the  land  of  gra- 
“  ven  images,  and  they  are  mad  upon  their  idols.” 
God  calls  Abraham  out  of  this  idolatrous  country,  to  a 
great  diftance  from  it.  And  when  he  came  there,  he 
gave  him  no  inheritance  in  it,  no  not  fo  much  as  to  fet 
{his  foot  on  ;  but  he  remained  a  ftranger  and  a  fojourn- 
er,  that  he  and  his  family  might  be  kept  feparate  from 
-all  the  world. 

This  was  a  new  thing  :  God  had  never  taken  fuch  a 
method  before.  His  church  had  not  in  this  manner 
been  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world  till  now  ;  but 
were  wont  to  dwell  with  them,  without  any  bar  or  fence 
to  keep  them  feparate  ;  the  mifchievous  confequences 
of  which  had  been  found  once  and  again.  The  effect 
before  the  flood  of  God’s  people  living  intermingled 
with  the  wicked  world,  without  any  remarkable  wall  of 
feparation,  was,  that  the  1’ons  of  the  church  joined  in 
marriage  with  others,  and  thereby  almoft  all  foon  be^» 
came  infected,  and  the  church  was  almoft  brought  to 
nothing-  The  method  that  God  took  then  to  fence  the 
church  was,  to  drown  the  wicked  world,  and  fave  the 
church  in  the  ark.  And  now  the  world,  before  Abra¬ 
ham  was  called,  was  become  corrupt  again.  But  now 
God  took  another  method.  He  did  not  deftrov  the 
wicked  world,  and  fave  Abraham,  and  his  wife,  and  Lot, 
in  an  ark  •,  but  he  calls  thefe  perfons  to  go  and  live  fe¬ 
parate  from  the  reft  of  the  world. 

J  This 
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This  was  a  new  thing,  and  a  great  thing,  that  God 
did  toward  the  work  of  redemption.  This  thing  was 
done  now  about  the  middle  of  the  fpace  of  time  between 
the  fall  of  man  and  the  coming  of  Ohrid  ;  and  there 
were  about  two  tlioufand  years  yet  to  come  before 
Chriit  the  great  Redeemer  was  to  come.  But  by  this 
calling  of  Abraham,  the  ancedor  of  Ohrid,  a  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid  for  the  upholding  the  church  of  Chrifl 
in  the  world,  till  Chrift  Ihould  come.  For  the  world 
having  become  idolatrous,  there  was  a  neceflity  that  the 
feed  of  the  woman  ihould  be  thus  feparated  from  the 
idolatrous  world  in  order  to  that. 

And  then  it  was  needful  that  there  fhould  be  a  par¬ 
ticular  nation  feparated  from  the  red  of  the  wrorld,  to 
receive  the  types  and  prophecies  that  were  needful  to  be 
given  of  Ohrid,  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming  *,  that 
to  them  might  be  committed  the  oracles  of  God  ;  and 
that  by  them  the  hidorv  of  God’s  great  works  of  crea- 
lion  and  providence  might  be  upheld  \  and  that  ip 
Ohrid  might  be  born  of  this  nation  ;  and  that  from 
hence  the  light  of  the  gofpel  might  lhine  forth  to  the 
red  of  the  world.  Thefe  ends  could  not  wrell  be  ob¬ 
tained,  if  God’s  people,  through  all  thefe  two  tlioufand 
years,  had  lived  intermixed  wbtli  the  Heathen  world.  So 
That  this  calling  of  Abraham  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
kind  of  a  new  foundation  laid  for  the  vifible  church  of 
God,  in  a  more  clili inch  and  regular  date,  to  be  upheld 
and  built  tip  on  this  foundation  from  henceforward,  till 
Ohrid  fhould  actually  come,  and  then  through  him.  to 
be  propagated  to  ail  nations.  So  that  Abraham  being 
t lie  perion  in  whom  this  foundation  is  laid,  is  represent¬ 
ed  in  fc ripture  as  though  he  were  the  father  of  all  the 
church,  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe  •,  as  it  were  a 
root  whence  the  vifible  church  thenceforward  through 
Chrift,  Abraham’s  root  and  offspring,  rofe  as  a  tree,  dif- 
tincf  from  all  other  plants  ,  of  which  tree  Ohrid  was 
the  branch  of  righteouihefs  ;  and  from  which  tree,  af¬ 
ter  Ohrid  came,  the  natural  branches  were  broken  off, 
and  the  Gentiles  were  grafted  into  the  fame  tree.  So 
that  Abraham  i till  remains  the  father  of  the  church,  or 
root  of  the  tree,  through  Ohrid  his  feed.  It  is  the  fame 
tree  that  flouriflies  from  that  finall  beginning,  that  was 
in  Abraham  ’s  time,  and  lias  in  thefe  days  of  the  goi'pel 
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/pread  its  branches  over  a  great  part  of  the  earth,  and 
Will  fill  the  whole  earth  in  due  time,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  world  fhall  be  tranfplanted  from  an  earthly  foil  into 
the  paradife  of  God. 

There  accompanied  this  a  more  particular  and  full 
revelation  arid  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
than  ever  had  been  before.  There  had  before  this 
been,  as  it  were,  t\vo  particular  and  folemn  editions  or 
confirmations  of  this  covenant  j  one  at  the  beginning  of 
the  firft  period,  which  was  that  whereby  the  covenant 
of  grace  was  revealed  to  our  firft  parents,  foon  after  the 
fall  ,  the  other  at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  period, 
Whereby  God  folemnly  renewed  the  covenant  of  grace 
With  Noah  and  his  family  foon  after  the  flood  :  and 
now  there  is  a  third,  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  pe¬ 
riod,  at  and  after  the  calling  of  Abraham.  And  it  now 
being  much  nearer  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Chrift 
than  when  the  covenant  of  grace  was  firft  revealed,  it 
being,  as  was  laid  before,  about  half  way  between  the 
fall  and  the  coming  of  Chrift,  the  revelation  of  the  co¬ 
venant  now  was  much  more  full  than  any  that  had  been 
before.  The  covenant  was  now  more  particularly  re¬ 
vealed.  It  was  now  revealed,  not  only  that  Chrift  fliould 
be  ;  but  it  was  revealed  to  Abraham,  that  he  fhould  be 
his  feed  ;  and  it  was  now  promifed,  that  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  fhould  be  blefied  in  him.  And  God  was 
much  in  the  promifes  of  thi3  to  Abraham.  The  firft 
promife  was  when  he  firft  called  him,  Gen.  xii.  2. 

“  And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will 
i(  blefs  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great ;  and  thou  fhalt 
<c  be  a  bleffing.”  And  again  the  lame  promife  was 
renewed  after  he  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  chap, 
✓dii.  14.  &c.  And  the  covenant  Was  again  renewed  af¬ 
ter  Abraham  had  returned  from  the  Slaughter  of  the 
kings,  chap.  xv.  5.  6.  And  again,  after  his  offering  up 
ifaae,  chap.  xxii.  16.  17.  18. 

In  this  renewal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  feveral  particulars  concerning  that  covenant  were 
revealed  more  fully  than  ever  had  been  before  ;  not  on¬ 
ly  that  Chrift  was  to  be  of  Abraham's  feed,  but  alfo,  the 
calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  bringing  all  nations ’into 
the  church,  that  all  the  families  of  the  earth  were  to  be 
feleued,  was  now  made  known.  And  then  the  great  con- 
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dition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  faith,  was  now 
more  fully  made  known.  Gen.  xv.  5.6.  “  And  he  faid 
«  unto  him,  So  ihall  thy  feed  be.  And  Abraham  believed 
u  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for  righteout- 
“  nefs .”  Which  is  much  taken  notice  of  in  the  New 
Teftament,  as  that  whence  Abraham  was  called  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  them  that  believe. 

And  as  there  was  now  a  further  revelation  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  fo  there  was  a  further  confirmation  of 
it  by  feals  and  pledges,  than  ever  had  been  before  ;  as, 
particularly,  God  did  now  inftitute  a  certain  facrament, 
to  be  a  heady  feal  of  this  covenant  in  the  vilible  church, 
till  Chrift  fhould  come,  viz.  circumcifion.  Circumci- 
fion  was  a  feal  of  this  covenant  of  grace,  as  appears  by 
the  fir  ft  inftitution,  as  we  have  an  account  of  it  in  the 
17th  chapter  of  Geneiis.  It  there  appears  to  be  a  feal 
of  that  covenant  by  which  God  promiled  to  make  Abia- 
ham  a  father  of  many  nations,  as  appears  by  the  5th  verfe, 
compared  with  the  oth  and  1.0th  verfes.  And  we  are 
expreisly  taught,  that  it  was  a  feal  ot  the  righteoufnefs 
of  faith,  Rom.  iv.  11.  Speaking  of  Abraham,  the  a- 
poftle  fays,  “  he  received  the  fign  of  circumcifion,  a  feal 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith.” 

As  I  obferved  before,  God  called  Abraham,  that  his 
family  and  pofterity  might  be  kept  ieparate  from  the  reft 
of  the  world,  till  Chrift  fhould  come,  which  God  faw  to 
be  neccfiary  on  the  forementioned  accounts.  And  this 
facrament  was  the  principal  wall  of  ieparation  ,  it  chief¬ 
ly  diftinguifhed  Abraham’s  feed  from  the  world,  and 
kept  up  a  diftinAcion  and  Ieparation  more  than  any  othei 
particular  obfervance  whatibever. 

And  befides  this,  there  were  other  occafional  feals, 
•pledges,  and  confirmations,  that  Abraham  had  of  this 
covenant  j  as,  particularly,  God  gave  Am  ah  am  a  re¬ 
markable  pledge  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  pronuft.  he  had 
made  him,  \n  his  victory  over  Chedorlaomer  and  the 
kings  that  were  with  him*  Chedorlaomer  feems  to  have 
been  a  great  emperor,  that  reigned  over  a  great  part  ol 
the  world  at  that  day  5  and  though  he  had  his  ieat  at 
Elam,  which  was  not  much  if  any  thing  fnort  of  a  thou- 
fand  miles  diftant  from  tlie  land  o  Canaan,  yet  he  ex 

tended  his  empire  fo  as  to  reign  oyer  many  parts  of  the 
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is  fuppofed  by  learned  men,  that  he  was  a  king  of  the  Af- 
fyrian  empire  at  that  day,  which  had  been  before  begun 
by  Nimrod  at  Babel.  And  as  it  was  the  honour  of 
kings  in  thofe  days  to  build  new  cities  to  be  made  the  feat 
of  their  empire,  as  appears  by  Gen.  x.  io.  1 1.  12. ;  fo  it  is 
conjectured,  that  he  had  gone  forth  and  built  him  a  city 
in  Elam,  and  made  that  his  feat  ;  and  that  thofe  other 
kings,  who  came  with  him,  were  his  deputies  in  the  le- 
veral  cities  and  countries  where  they  reigned.  But  yet 
as  mighty  an  empire  as  he  had,  and  as  great  an  army  as 
he  now  came  with  into  the  land  where  Abraham  was, 
yet  Abraham,  only  with  his  trained  fervants,  that  were 
born  in  his  own  houfe,  conquered,  fubdued,  and  baffled 
this  mighty  emperor,  and  the  kings  that  came  with  him, 
and  all  their  army.  This  he  received  of  God  as  a  pledge 
of  what  he  had  promifed,  viz.  the  victory  that  Chrift 
his  feed  fhould  obtain  over  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
whereby  he  lhould  poffefs  the  gates  of  his  enemies.  It 
is  plainly  fpoken  of  as  fuch  in  the  41ft  of  Ifaifth.  In 
that  chapter  is  foretold  the  future  glorious  victory  the 
church  lhall  obtain  over  the  nations  of  the  world;  as 
you  may  fee  in  the  id,  10th,  and  15th  verfes,  &c.  But 
here  this  viflory  of  Abraham  over  fuch  a  great  emperor 
and  his  mighty  forces,  is  fpoken  of  as  a  pledge  and  ear¬ 
ned:  or  this  victory  of  the  church,  as  you  may  fee  in 
2d  and  3d  verfes.  “  Who  railed  up  the  righteous  man 
/  w  from  the  ead,  called  him  to  his  foot,  gave  the  nations 
“  before  him,  and  made  him  rule  over  kings  ?  He  gave 
tc  them  as  the  dud:  to  his  fword,  and  as  driven  Bubble 
“  to  his  bow.  He  puriued  them,  and  palled  lafely  ; 

even  by  the  way  that  he  had  neft  gone  with  his  feet.” 

Another  remarkable  condrmation  Abraham  received 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  when  he  returned  from 
the  daughter  of  the  kings  ;  when  Melchifedec  the  king 
of  Salem,  the  pried  of  the  mod  high  God,  that  great 
type  of  Chrid,  met  him,  and  bleded  him,  and  brought 
forth  bread  and  wine.  The  bread  and  wine  dgnided  the 
fame  bleffings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  that  the  bread 
and  wine  does  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper. 
So  that  as  Abraham  had  a  fcal  of  the  covenant  in  cir- 
cumcidon  that  was  equivalent  to  baptifm,  fo  now  he 
had  a  feal  of  it  equivalent  to  the  Lord’s  fupper.  And 
Melchifedec’s  coming  to  meet  him  with  fuch  a  feal  of 
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the  covenant  of  grace,  on  theoccafion  of  this  vi&ory  of 
his  over  the  kings  of  the  north,  confirms,  that  that  victory 
was  a  pledge  of  God’s  fulfilment  of  the  fame  covenant  ; 
for  that  is  the  mercy  that  Melchifedec  with  his  bread  and 
wine  takes  notice  of  ;  as  you  may  lee  by  what  he  fays  in 
Gen.  xiv.  19  20. 

Another  confirmation  that  God  gave  Abraham  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  was  the  vifion  that  he  had  in  the 
deep  deep  that  fell  upon  him,  of  the  fmoking  furnace* 
and  burning  lamp,  that  paded  between  the parts  of  the  - 
facrifice,  as.  in  the  latter  part  of  the  15th  chapter  of  Ge* 
neiis  The  facrifice,  as  all  facridees  do,  dignified  the  fa¬ 
crifice  of  Chrift.  The  fmoking  furnace  that  paded 
through  the  niidft  of  that  facrifice  fir  It,  fignided  the  fuf-  • 
feringg  of  Chrift.  But  the  burning  lamp  that  followed, ; 
which  drone  with  a  clear  bright  light,  dgnifies  the  glory  : 
that  followed  Chrift’s  fufferings,  and  was  procured  by- 
them . 

Another  remarkable  pledge  that  God  gave  Abraham 
of  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  his  giving 
of  the  child  of  whom  Clyf id  was  to  come,  in  his  old  age* 
This  is  fpoken  of  as  fuch  in  fefipture  ;  Heb.  xi.  M.  12.- 
and  alfo  Ronr.  ivv  Sox  •'  ’•••  ”  adt 

Again,  another  remarkable  pledge  that  God  gave  A- 
braham  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was 
liis  delivering  Ifaac,  after  he  was  laid  upon  the  wood  of 
the  facrifice  to  be  dairi.  This  was  a  confirmation -of  A- 
braham’s  faith  in  the  promife  that  God  had  made  of 
Chrift,  that  he  dioulcl  be  of  Ifaac’s  pofterity  ;  and  was  9, 
reprefentation  of  the  relurredion  of  Chrift  y  as  yOU  may 
fee,  Heb.  xi.  17.  18.  19.  And  becaufe  this  was  given  as 
a  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  therefore  God 
renewed  that  covenant  with  Abraham  on  this  occaiion, 
as  y<m  may  fee,  Gen.  xxiv-.  15.  See.  ~i  - 

Thus  you  fee  how  much  more  fully  the  covenant  of 
gr  ice  was  revealed  and  confirmed  in  A  bra  hands  time 
firm' ever  it  had  beeft  before  *,  by  means  of  which  Abra* 
bam  feems  to  have  had  a  hi'bre  clear  underitanding  and 
fight  of ;  Chrift  the  great  Redeemer,'  and  the  -future: 
things  that  Were  ¥0  be'  acconiphfhed  by  him,  than  any  of 
the  ikiht«'  tlva't!  hatbgcne  before.  ‘  And  therefore  Chrift 
takes  ilh rive  of  it,  fhm^Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  his  day, 
and  lie  lawTt,  an^  glad,*  John  yiii.  56.  So  great 
rilui 
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an  advance  did  it  pleafc  God  now  to  make  in  this  build¬ 
ings  which  he  had  been  carrying  on  from  the. beginning 
of  the  world.  . 


to  3 


III*  The  next  thing  that  I  would  take  notice  of  here, 
is  God’s  preferving  the  patriarchs  for  fo  long  a  time  in 
the  midft  of  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  from 
all  other  enemies.  The  patriarchs  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  were  thofe  of  whom  Chriil  was  to  proceed  j  and 
tl^ey  were  now  feparated  from  the  world,  that  in  them 
his  church  might  be  upheld.  Therefore,  in  preferving 
them,  the  great  dehgn  of  redemption  was  upheld  and 
carried  on.  He  preserved  them,  and  kept  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  land  where  they  fojourned  from  del  troy  ing 
them  ;  which  was  a  remarkable  dilpenfation  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  For  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  were  at  that  day 
exceedingly  wicked,  though  they  grew  more  wicked  af¬ 
terwards.  This  appears  by  Gen.  xv.  16.  “  In  the  fourth 
“  generation  they  {hall  come  hither  again  ;  for  the 
“  iniquity  of  the  Canaanites  is  not  yet  full As  much 
as  to  fay,  Though  it  be  very  great,  yet  it  is  not  yet  full. 
And  their  great  wickednefs  alfo  appears  by  Abraham 
and  Ifaac’s  averiion  to  their  children  marrying  any  of 
the  daughters  of  the  land.  Abraham,  when  he  was 
old,  could  not  be  content  till  he  had  made  his  fervant 
fwear  that  he  would  not  take  a  wife  for  his  fon  of  the 
daughters  of  the  land.  And  Ifaac  and  Rebecca  were 
content  to  fend  away  Jacob  to  fo  great  a  diftance  as 
Padan-Aram,  to  take  him  a  wife  thence.  And  when 
Efau  married  fome  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,  we  are 
told,  that  they  were  a  grief  of  mind  to  Ifaac  and  Re¬ 
becca. 

Another  argument  of  their  great  wickednefs,  was  the 
inftances  we  have  in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admak 
and  Zeboim,  which  were  fome  of  the  cities  of  Canaan 
though  they  were  probably  diftinguifhingly  wicked. 

And  they  being  thus  wicked,  were  likely  to  have  the 
mod  bitter  enmity  againft  thefe  holy  men  ;  agreeable  to 
what  was  declared  at  firft,  fC  I  will  put  enmity  between 
<c  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her 

feed  ”  Their  holy  lives  were  a  continual  condemna¬ 
tion  of  their  wickednefs.  And  befides,  it  could  not  be 
Pthe*  wife,  but  that  they  muft  be  much  in  reproving  their 
wickednefs,  as  wp  iind  X*ot  was  in  Sodom  1  who,  we  are 
**  told. 
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told,  vexed  his  righteous  foul  with  their  unlawful  deeds, 
and  was  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs  to  them. 

And  they  were  the  more  expofed  to  them,  being 
Grangers  and  fojourners  in  the  land,  and  having  no  in¬ 
heritance  there  as  yet.  Men  are  more  apt  to  find  fault 
with  firangers,  and  to  be  irritated  by  any  thing  in  them 
that  offends  them,  as  they  were  with  Lot  in  Sodom. 
He  very  gently  reproved  their  wickednefs  *,  and  they  fay 
upon  it,  “  This  fellow  came  in  to  fojourn,  and  he  will 
“  needs  be  a  ruler  and  a  judge  and  threatened  what 
they  would  do  to  him. 

But  God  wonderfully  prefer ved  Abraham  and  Lot, 
and  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  their  families,  amongft  them, 
though  they  were  few  in  number,  and  they  might  quick¬ 
ly  have  destroyed  them ;  which  is  taken  notice  of  as  a 
wonderful  in  fiance  of  God’s  prefer  ving  mercy  toward 
his  church,  Pfal.  cv.  12.  &c.  “  When  they  were  but  a 
“  few  men  in  number  ;  yea,  very  few,  and  Grangers  in 
“  it.  When  they  went  from  one  nation  to  another, 
“  from  one  kingdom  to  another  people.  He  fuffered  no 
“  man  to  do  them  wrong  ;  yea,  he  reproved  kings  for 
“  their  fakes,  faying,  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do 
<(  my  prophets  no  harm.” 

This  prefervation  was  in  fome  inftances  efpecially  ve¬ 
ry  remarkable  ;  tliofe  inftances  that  we  have  an  account 
of,  wherein  the  people  of  the  land  were  greatly  irritated 
and  provoked  *,  as  they  were  by  Simeon  and  Levi’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Shechemites,  as  you  may  fee  in  Gen.  xxxiy. 
30.  &c.  God  then  ftrangely  preferred  Jacob  and  his 
family,  retraining  the  provoked  people  by  an  unufual 
terror  on  their  minds,  as  you  may  lee  in  Gen.  xxxv.  5* 
“  And  the  terror  of  God  was  upon  the  cities  that  were 
“  round  about  them,  and  they  did  not  purfue  after  the 
“  fons  of  Jacob.” 

And  God’s  preferring  them,  not  only  from  the  Ca- 
naanites,  is  here  to  be  taken  notice  of,  but  his  preferring 
them  from  all  others  that  intended  mifehief  to  them  * 
as  his  preferring  Jacob  and  his  company,  when  pur- 
fued  by  Laban,  full  of  rage,  and  a  difpolition  to  overtake 
him  as  an  enemy  :  God  met  him,  and  rebuked  him, 
and  faid  to  him,  “  'fake  heed  that  thou  fpeak  not  to 
“  Jacob  either  good  or  bad.”  How  wonderfully  did  he 

alfo  preierve  him  from  Efau  his  brother,  when  he  came 

r  r  -  forth 
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forth  with  an  army,  with,  a  full  defign  to  cut  him  off! 
how  did  God,  in  anfwer  to  his  prayer,  when  he  wreftled 
with  Chrift  at  Penuel,  wonderfully  turn  Efau’s  heart, 
and  make  him,  inftead  of  meeting  him  as  an  enemy 
with  daughter  and  definition,  to  meet  him  as  a  friend 
and  brother,  doing  him  no  harm  ! 

And  thus  were  this  handful,  this  little  root  that  had 
the  blefting  of  the  Redeemer  in  it,  preferved  in  the 
midft  of  enemies  and  dangers  ;  which  was  not  unlike  to 
the  preferving  the  ark  in  the  midft  of  the  tempeftuous 
deluge. 

IV.  The  next  thing  I  would  mention  is,  the  awful 
definition  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  cities.  This  tended  to  promote  the  great  defign  and 
work  that  is  the  fubjet  of  my  prelent  undertaking,  two 
ways.  It  did  fo,  as  it  tended  powerfully  to  reftrain  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  from  injuring  thofe  holy  ftran- 
gers  that  God  had  brought  to  fojourn  amongft  them. 
Lot  was  one  of  thofe  ftrangers  ;  he  came  into  the  land 
with  Abraham  ;  and  Sodom  was  deftroyed  for  their  a- 
bufive  difregard  of  Lot,  the  preacher  of  righteoufnefs, 
that  God  had  fent  among  them.  And  their  definition 
came  juft  upon  their  committing  a  moft  injurious  and 
abominable  inlult  on  Lot,  and  the  ftrangers  that  were 
come  into  his  houle,  even  thofe  angels,  whom  they 
probably  took  to  be  fome  of  Lot’s  former  acquaintance 
come  from  the  country  that  he  came  from,  to  vifit  him. 
They  in  a  moft  outrageous  manner  befet  Lot’s  houle, 
intending  a  monftrous  abide  and  act  of  violence  on  thofe 
ftrangers  that  were  come  thither,  and  threatening  to 
ferve  Lot  worfe  than  them. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  God  fmote  them  with  biind- 
nefs;  and  the  next  morning  the  city  and  the  country  a- 
bout  it  was  overthrown  in  a  moft  terrible  ftorm  of  fire 
and  brimftone  ;  which  dreadful  definition,  as  it  was  in 
the  light  of  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  and 
therefore  greatly  tended  to  reftrain  them  from  hurting 
thofe  holy  ftrangers  any  more  ;  it  doubtlefs  ftruck  a 
dread  and  terror  on  their  minds,  and  made  them  afraid 
to  hurt  them,  and  probably  was  one  principal  means  to 
reftrain  them,  and  preferve  the  patriarchs.  And  when 
that  reafon  is  given  why  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  did 
*ot  purfue  after  Jacob,  when  they  were  lb  provoked  by 
i  4  the 


5<S  A  HISTORY  of  Period  t. 

the  definition  of  the  Shechemites,  viz.  <f  that  the  terror 
ix  of  the  Lord  was  upon  them,”  it  is  very  probable,  that 
this  was  the  terror  that  was  fet  home  upon  them.  They 
remembered  the  amazing  definition  of  Sodom,  and  the 
cities  of  the  plain,  that  came  upon  them  upon  their  abu- 
five  treatment  of  Lot,  and  fo  durft  not  hurt  Jacob  and 
his  family,  though  they  were  fo  much  provoked  to  it. 

Another  way  that  this  awful  definition  tended  to 
promote  this  great  affair  of  redemption,  was,  that  here¬ 
by  God  did  remarkably  exhibit  the  terrors  of  his  law,  to 
make  men  feniible  of  their  need  of  redeeming  mercy* 
The  work  of  redemption  never  was  carried  on  without 
this.  The  law,  from  the  beginning,  is  made  ufe  of  as 
a  fchookn after  to  bring  men  to  Chrift. 

But  under  the  Old  Teftament  there  was  much  more 
need  of  fome  extraordinary,  vifible,  and  fenfible  mani- 
feftation  of  God’s  wrath  againft  fin,  than  in  the  days  of 
the  gofpel ;  fince  a  future  ftate,  and  the  eternal  mifery  of 
hell,  is  more  clearly  revealed,  and  fince  the  awful  juflicc 
of  God  againft  the  fins  of  men  has  been  fo  wonderfully 
difplaved  in  the  bufferings  of  Chrift.  And  therefore  the 
revelation  that  God  gave  of  himfelf  in  thofe  days,  ufed 
to  be  accompanied  with  much  more  terror  than  it  is  in 
thefe  days  of  the  gofpel.  So  when  God  appeared  at 
Mount  Sinai  to  give  the  law,  it  was  with  thunders  and 
lightnings,  and  a  thick  cloud,  and  the  voice  of  the  trum¬ 
pet  exceeding  loud.  But  fome  external,  awful  mani- 
feftations  of  God’s  wrath  againft  fin  were  on  fome  ac¬ 
counts  efpecially  neceftary  before  the  giving  of  the  law  : 
and  therefore,  before  the  flood,  the  terrors  of  the  law 
handed  down  by  tradition  from  Adam  ferved.  Adam 
lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years  himfelf,  to  tell  the 
church  of  God’s  awful  threatenings  denounced  in  the 
covenant  made  with  him,  and  how  dreadful  the  confer 
qimnces  of  the  fall  were,  as  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  and 
fubjeft  ;  and  others,  that  converfed  with  Adam,  lived 
till  the  flood.  And  the  definition  of  the  world  by  the 
flood  ferved  to  exhibit  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  niani- 
feft  the  wrath  of  God  againft  iin  \  and  fo  to  make  men 
fenfible  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  redeeming  mercy. 
And  fome  that  faw  the  flood  were  alive  in  Abraham’s 
time 

But  this  was-  now  in  a  great  meafure  forgotten  now 

therefore 
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therefore  God  was  pleafed  again,  in  a  moft  amazing 
manner*  to  fhow  his  wrath  againft  fin,  in  the  deftructior* 
of  thefe  cities  ;  which  was  after  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
the  liveliest  image  of  hell  of  any  thing  that  ever  had 
been  ;  and  therefore  the  apoftle  Jude  fays,  “  They  fuf- 
“  fer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,”  Jude  7.  God 
rained  ftorms  of  fire  and  brimftone  upon  them.  The 
way  that  they  were  deftroyed  probably  was  by  thick 
flafhes  of  lightning.  The  fireams  of  brimfione  were  fo 
thick  as  to  burn  tip  all  thefe  cities  ;  fo  that  they  perifh^ 
ed  in  the  flames  of  divine  wrath.  By  this  might  be  feen 
the  dreadful  wrath  of  God  againft  the  ungodlinefs  and 
unrighteoufnefs  of  men  *,  which  tended  to  fhow  men  the 

neceffity  of  redemption,  and  fo  to  promote  that  great 
Work. 

V.  God  again  renewed  and  confirmed  the  covenant 
of  grace  to  Ifaac  and  to  Jacob.  He  did  fo  to  Ifaac,  as 
you  may  fee,  Gen.  xxvi.  3.  4.  “  And  I  will  perform 

the  oath  which  I  fware  unto  Abraham  thy  father  \ 
€C  a_nd  I  will  make  thy  feed  to  multiply  as  the  Bars  of 
<e  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  feed  all  thefe  coun- 
4t  tries;  and  in  thy  feed  fh all  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
<c  be  blefied.”  And  afterwards  it  was  renewed  and 
confirmed  to  Jacob;  firft  in  Ifaac Vbleffing  of  him, 
wherein  he  a<fied  and  fpoke  by  extraordinary  divine  dir 
region.  In  that  blefiing,  the  blefiings  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  were  eftablilhed  with  Jacob  and  his  feed  ;  a*> 
Gen.  xxvii.  29.  u  Let  people  ferve  thee,  and  nations 
iC  bow  down  to  thee  ;  be  lord  over  thy  brethren,  and 
u  and  let  thy  mother’s  fons  bow  down  to  thee  :  Curfed 
V  be  every  one  that  curfeth  thee,  and  blefifed  be  he  that 
3*  blefleth  thee”  And  therefore  Efau,  in  miffing  of  this 
bleffing,  mified  of  being  blefied  as  an  heir  of  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

This  covenant  was  again  renewed  and  confirmed  to 
Jacob  at  Bethel,  in  his  vifion  of  the  ladder  that  reached 
to  heaven  ;  which  ladder  was  a  fymbol  of  the  way  of 
falvation  by  Chrifi:.  For  the  fione  that  Jacob  relied  on 
was  a  type  of  Chrifi,  the  fione  of  Ifrael,  which  the  fpi- 
ritual  Ilrael  or  Jacob  refts  upon  ;  as  is  evident,  becaufe 
this  fione  was  on  this  occafion  anointed,  and  Was  made 
ufe  of  as  an  altar.  But  we  know  that  Chrifi  is  the  a- 
nointed  of  God,  and  is  the  only  true  altar  cf  God, 
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While  Jacob  was  refting  on  this  ftone,  and  faw  this  lad* 
der,  God  appears  to  him  as  his  covenant  God,  and  re¬ 
news  the  covenant  of  grace  with  him  ;  as  in  Gen.  xxviib 
14.  “  And  thy  feed  lhall  be  as  the  duff  of  the  earth; 

“  and  thou  (halt  fpread  abroad  to  the  weft,  and  to  the 
ic  eaft,  and  to  the  north,  and  to  the  fouth  ;  and  in  thee 
“  and  in  thy  feed  lhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 
u  blelfed/’ 

And  Jacob  had  another  remarkable  confirmation  of 
this  covenant  at  Penuel,  where  he  wreftled  with  God, 
and  prevailed  ;  where  Chrift  appeared  to  him  in  a  hu¬ 
man  form,  in  the  form  of  that  nature  which  he  was  af¬ 
terwards  to  receive  into  a  perfonal  union  with  his  divine 

And  God  renewed  his  covenant  with  him  again,  after 
he  was  come  out  of  Pahm-aram,  and  was  come  up  to 
Bethel,  to  the  ftone  that  he  had  refled  on,  and  where  he 
had  the  vifion  of  the  ladder  *,  as  you  may  lee  in  Gen. 

XXXV.  10.  &c. 

Thus  the  covenant  of  grace  was  now  often  renewed, 
much  oftener  than  it  had  been  before.  The  light  of 
the  go  1  pel  now  began  to  Ihine  much  brighter,  as  the  time 
drew  nearer  that  Chrift  Ihould  come. 

VI.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God  s  remark¬ 
ably  prelerving  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  perilhing  by  famine,  by  the  in ftm mentality 
of  Jofeph.  When  there  was  a  fe  yen -years  famine  ap¬ 
proaching,  God  was  pleafed,  by  a  wonderful  providence, 
to  fend  Jofeph  into  Egypt,  there  to  provide  for,  and  feed 
Jacob  and  his  family,  and  to  keep  the  holy  feed  alive, 
which  otherwife  would  have  perilhed.  Jofeph  was  lent 
into  Egypt  for  that  end,  as  he  oblervcs,  Gen.  1.  20.  but 
^  a5  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  againft  me;  but  God 
<<  meant  it  unto  good,  to  lave  mu  oh  people  alive.  How 
often  had  this  holy  root,  that  had  the  future  branch  of 
3’irhteoi  ineis  the  glorious  Redeemer,  in  it,  Imen  in  c.an- 
per  of  being  dehroyed  !  But  God  wonderfully  piefei- 

ved  it.  c 

of  the  houfe  of  Iir-ael  by  the  hand  of 
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fpiritual  Ifrael  from  fpiritual  famine  is  their  near  kinf- 
man,  and  one  that  is  not  afhamed  to  call  them  brethren. 
Jofeph  was  a  brother,  that  they  had  hated,  and  fold, 
and  as  it  were  killed  ;  for  they  had  deligned  to  kill  him. 
So  Chrift  is  one  that  we  naturally  hate,  and,  by  our 
wicked  lives,  have  fold  for  the  vain  things  of  the  world, 
and  that  by  our  fins  we  have  (lain.  Jofeph  was  fir  ft  in 
a  hate  of  humiliation  ;  he  was  a  fervant,  as  Chrift  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  and  then  was  caft  into 
a  dungeon,  as  Chrift  defcended  into  the  grave  *,  and 
then  when  he  rofe  out  of  the  dungeon,  he  was  in  a  ftate 
of  great  exaltation,  at  the  king’s  right  hand  as  his  depu¬ 
ty,  to  reign  over  all  his  kingdom,  to  provide  food,  to 
preferve  life  ;  and  being  in  this  ftate  of  exaltation,  he 
difpenfes  food  to  his  brethren,  and  fo  gives  them  life  ; 
as  Chrift  was  exalted  at  God’s  right  hand  to  be  a  prince 
and  faviour  to  his  brethren,  and  received  gifts  for  men, 
even  for  the  rebellious,  and  them  that  hated,  and  had 
fold  him.  : 

VII.  After  this  there  was  a  prophecy  given  forth  of 
Chrift,  on*  fome  accounts,  more  particular  than  ever 
any  had  been  before,  even  that  which  was  in  Jacob’s 
blefling  his  fon  Judah.  This  was  more  particular  than 
ever  any  had  been  before,  as  it  Ihowcd  of  whole  pofte¬ 
rity  he  was  to  be.  When  God  called  Abraham,  it  was 
revealed  that  he  was  to  be  of  Abraham’s  pofterity.  Be¬ 
fore,  we  have  no  account  of  any  revelation  concerning 
Chrift’s  pedigree  confined  to  narrower  limits  than  the 
pofterity  of  Noah  :  after  this  it  was  confined  to  ftill 
narrower  limits  ;  for  though  Abraham  had  many  fons, 
yet  it  was  revealed,  that  Chrift  was  to  be  of  Ifaac’s  po¬ 
fterity.  And  then  it  was  limited  more  ftill  :  for  when 
Ifaac  had  two  fons,  it  was  revealed  that  Chrift  was  to  be 
of  Ifrael’s  pofterity.  And  now,  though  Ifrael  had 
twelve  fons,  yet  it  is  revealed  that  Chrift  fhould  be  of 
Judah’s  pofterity  :  Chrift  is  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Ju¬ 
dah.  Refpect  is  chiefly  had  to  his  great  acts,  when  it 
is  faid  here,  Gen.  xlix.  8.  u  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom 
thy  brethren  fhall  praife  ;  thy  hand  fhall  be  in  the 
“  neck  of  thine  enemies  ;  thy  father’s  children  fhall 
“  bow  down  before  thee.  Judah  is  a  lion’s  whelp; 
ii  from  the  prey,  my  fon,  thou  art  gone  up  :  he  ftoop- 
ed  down,  he  couched  as  a  lion,  and  as  an  old  lion; 

II  2  u  who 
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who  fhali  roufe  him  up  :  ”  And  then  this  predic¬ 
tion  is  more  particular  concerning  the  time  of  Chrift’s 
coming,  than  any  had  been  before;  as  in  verf.  io. 

The  fceptre  fhali  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a 

lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come  ; 
u  and  unto  him  fhali  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.” 
The  prophecy  here,  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  confe- 
quent  on  Chrift’s  coming,  feems  to  be  more  plain  than 
any  had  been  before,  in  the  expreftion,  to  him  fhali  the 
gathering  of  the  people  be. 

Thus  you  fee  how  that  gofpel-light  which  dawned 
immediately  after  the  fall  of  man,  gradually  increafes.  * 

VIII.  The  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  in 
this  period,  in  God’s  wonderfully  preferving  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  when  the  power  of  Egypt  was 
engaged  utterly  to  deftroy  them.  They  feemed  to  be 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Egyptians ;  they  were  their 
fervants,  and  were  fubje£t  to  the  power  of  Pharoah  : 
and  Pharaoh  fet  himfelf  to  weaken  them  with  hard  bon¬ 
dage.  And  when  he  faw  that  did  not  do,  he  fet  him¬ 
felf  to  extirpate  the  race  of  them,  by  commanding  that 
every  male  child  flipuld  be  drowned.  But  after  all  that 
Pharaoh  could  do,  God  wonderfully  preferved  them  ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  increafed  them  exceedingly ;  fo 
that,  inftead  of  being  extirpated,  they  greatly  multi¬ 
plied. 

IX.  Here  is  to  be  obferved,  not  only  the  prefervation 
of  the  nation,  but  God’s  wonderfully  preferving  and  up¬ 
holding  his  invilible  church  in  that  nation,  when  in 
danger  of  being  overwhelmed  in  the  idolatry  of  Egypt. 
The  children  of  Ifrael  being  long  among  the  Egyptians, 
and  being  fervants  under  them,  and  fo  not  under  ad¬ 
vantages  to  keep  God’s  ordinances  among  themfelves, 
and  maintain  any  public  worlhip  or  public  inftrufriqn, 
whereby  the  true  religion  might  be  upheld,  and  there:, 
being  now  no  written  word  of  God,  they,  by  degrees,  in 
a  great  meafure  loft  the  true  religion,  and  borrowed  the 
idolatry  of  Egypt ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  people 
fell  away  to  the  worlhip  of  their  gods.  This  we  learn 
Jay  Ezek.  xx.  6.  7.  8.  and  by  chap,  xxiii.  8. 

This  now  was  the  third  time  that  God’s  church  was  al- 
moft  fwallowed  up  and  carried  away  with  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  world ;  once  before  the  flood;  the  other 
T  time.. 
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time,  before  the  calling  of  Abraham ;  and  now,  the 
third  time,  in  Egypt.  But  yet  God  did  not  fufFer  his 
church  to  be  quite  overwhelmed  ;  he  ftill  faved  it,  like 
the  ark  in  the  flood,  and  as  he  faved  Moles  in  the  midft 
of  the  waters,  in  an  ark  of  bulrufhes,  where  he  was  in 
the  utmoft  danger  of  being  fw  alio  wed  up.  The  true 
religion  was  ftill  kept  up  with  fome  •,  and  God  had  ftill  a 
people  among  them,  even  in  this  miferable,  corrupt,  and 
dark  time.  The  parents  of  Mofes  wei'e  true  fervants  of 
God,  as  we  may  learn  by  Heb.  xi.  23.  “  By  faith  Mo- 
“  les,  when  he  was  born,  was  hid  three  months  of  his- 
“  parents,  becaufe  they  faw  that  he  was  a  proper  child  \ 
(i  and  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  king’s  command-* 
(i  ment.” 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  third  period  of  the  Old- 
Teftament  time  ;  and  have  fhown  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  from  the  calling  of  Abraham 
to  Mofes  *,  in  which  we  have  feen  many  great  things 
done  towards  this  work,  and  a  great  advancement  of 
this  building,  beyond  what  had  been  before. 

1  *  PART  IV. 
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From  Mofes  to  David. 

I,  Pr  oceed  to  the  fourth  period ,  which  reaches  from 
Mofes  to  David.— I  would  ftiow  how  the  work  of 
redemption  was  carried  on  through  this  alfo. 

I.  The  firft  thing  that  offers  itfelf  to  be  conftdered  is 
the  redemption  of  the  church  of  God  out  of  Egypt ; 
the  moft  remarkable  of  all  the  Old-Teftament  redemp¬ 
tions  of  the  church  of  God,  and  that  which  was  the 
greateft  pledge  and  forerunner  of  the  future  redemption 
of  Chrift,  of  any ;  and  is  much  more  infifted  on  in  ferip- 
ture  than  any  other  of  thofe  redemptions.  And  indeed 
it.  was  the  greateft  type  of  Chrift’s  redemption  of  any 
providential  event  whatfoever.  This  redemption  was  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  is  evident  from  this,  that  it  was  wrought 
by  him  that  appeared  to  Mofes  in  the  bufh  ;  for  that 
was  the  perfon  that  fent  Mofes  to  redeem  that  people. 
But  that  was  Chrift,  as  is  evident,  becaufe  he  is  called 
fhQ  angel  of  the  Lord,  Exod.  iii.  2.  3.  The  bufh  re- 

prefented 
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prefented  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  that  is  called  the 

branch .  This  bufh  grew  on  mount  Sinai  or  Horeb, 
which  is  a  word  that  fignifies  a  dry  place,  as  the  human 
nature  of  Chrift  was  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground .  The 
bufh  burning  with  fire,  reprefented  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  in  the  fire  of  Cod’s  wrath.  It  burned,  and  was 
not  confumed  ;  fo  Chrift,  though  he  fuffered  extemely, 
yet  perifhed  not ;  but  overcame  at  laft,  and  rofe  from 
his  fufferings^  Becaufe  this  great  myftery  of  the  incar¬ 
nation  and  fufferings  of  Chrift  was  here  reprefented; 
therefore  Moles  fays,  <c  I  will  turn  aftde,  and  behold 
“  this  great  fight.”  A  great  light  he  might  well  call  it, 
when  there  was  reprefented,  God  manifeft  in  the  flefh, 
and  fuffering  a  dreadful  death,  and  riling  from  the 
dead. 

This  glorious  Redeemer  was  he  that  redeemed  the 
church  out  of  Egypt,  from  under  the  hand  of  Pharaoh ; 
as  Chrift,  by  his  death  and  fufferings,  redeemed  his  peo¬ 
ple  from  Satan,  the  fpiritual  Pharaoh.  He  redeemed 
them  from  hard  fervice  and  cruel  drudgery ;  as  Chrift 
redeems  his  people  from  the  cruel  flavery  of  fin  and  Sa¬ 
tan.  He  redeemed  them,  as  it  is  faid,/r£W2  the  iron  fur-. 
nace ;  as  Chrift  redeems  his  church  from  a  furnace  of 
lire  and  everlafting  burnings.  He  redeemed  them  with 
a  ftrong  hand  and  out-ftretched  arm,  and  great  and 
terrible  judgements  on  their  enemies  *,  as  Chrift  with 
mighty  power  triumphs  over  principalities  and  powers  y 
and  executes  terrible  judgements  on  his  church’s  ene¬ 
mies,  bruifing  the  ferpent’s  head.  He  faved  them,  when 
others  were  deftroyed,  by  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
the  pafchal  lamb  ;  as  God’s  church  is  faved  from  death 
by  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  when  the  reft 
of  the  world  is  deftroyed.  God  brought  forth  the  peo¬ 
ple  forely  againft  the  will  of  the  Egyptians,  when  they 
could  not  bear  to  let  them  go  *,  fo  Chrift  refeues  his 
people  out  of  the  hands  of  the  devil,  forely  againft  his 
will,  when  his  proud  heart  cannot  bear  to  be  overcome. 

In  that  redemption,  Chrift  did  not  only  redeem  the 
people  from  the  Egyptians,  but  he  redeemed  them  from 
t  he  devils,  the  gods  of  Egypt ;  for  before,  they  had  been 
in  a  ftate  of  fervitude  to  the  gods  of  Egypt,  as  well  as  to 
the  men.  And  Chrift,  the  feed  of  the  woman,  did  now, 
in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  fuliil  the  curfe  on  the  ier- 
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pent,  in  bruifing  his  head  :  Exod.  xii.  12.  “  For  I  will 
“  pafs  through  the  land  of  Egypt  this  night,  and  will 
“  fmite  all  the  firft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  both 
“  man  and  bead,  and  againft  all  the  gods  of  Egypt  will 
<c  I  execute  judgement.”  Hell  was  as  much  and  more 
engaged  in  that  affair,  than  Egypt  was.  The  pride  and 
cruelty  of  Satan,  that  old  ferpent,  was  more  concerned 
in  it  than  Pharaoh’s.  He  did  his  utmoft  againft  the 
people,  and  to  his  utmoft  oppofed  their  redemption. 
But  it  is  faid,  that  when  God  redeemed  his  people  out 
of  Egypt,  he  broke  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in  the  wa¬ 
ters,  and  broke  the  head  of  leviathan  in  pieces,  and  gave 
him  to  be  meat  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  wildernefs, 
Pfal.  lxxiv.  12.  13.  14.  God  forced  their  enemies  to 
let  them  go,  that  they  might  ferve  him  ;  as  alfo  Zacha- 
rias  obferves  with  refpetft  to  the  church  under  the  go- 
fpel,  Luke  i.  74.  75. 

The  people  of  Ifrael  went  out  with  an  high  hand,  and 
Chrift  went  before  them  in  a  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire. 
There  was  a  glorious  triumph  over  earth  and  hell  in 
that  deliverance.  And  when  Pharaoh  and  his  hofts, 
and  Satan  by  them,  purfued  the  people,  Chrift  over¬ 
threw  them  in  the  Red  fea  ;  the  Lord  triumphed  glo- 
rioufly  ;  the  horle  and  his  rider  he  caft  into  the  fea,  and 
there  they  flept  their  lall  fleep,  and  never  followed  the 
children  of  Ifrael  any  more  ;  as  all  Chrift’s  enemies  are 
overthrown  in  his  blood,  which  by  its  abundant  fuffi- 
ciency,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  futferings  with  which  it 
was  fhed,  may  well  be  reprefented  by  a  fea.  The  Red 
fea  did  reprefent  Chrift’s  blood,  as  is  evident,  becaufe 
the  apoftle  compares  the  children  of  Ifrael ’s  paffage 
through  the  Red  fea  to  baptifm,  1  Cor.  x.  1..2.  But 
we  all  know  that  the  water  of  baptifm  reprefents  Chrift’s 
blood. 

Thus  Chrift,  the  angel  of  God’s  prefence,  in  his  love 
and  his  pity,  redeemed  his  people,  and  carried  them  in 
the  days  of  old  as  on  eagles  wings,  fo  that  none  of  their 
proud  and  fpiteful  enemies,  neither  Egyptians  nor  de¬ 
vils,  could  touch  them. 

This  was  quite  a  new  thing  that  God  did  towards  this 
great  work  of  redemption  God  never  had  done  any 
thing  like  it  before  ;  Deut.  iv.  32.  33.  34.  This  was  a 
great  advancement  of  the  work  of  redemption,  that  had 

been 
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been  begun  and  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  ;  a  great 
ftep  taken  in  divine  providence  towards  a  preparation 
for  Chrift’s  coming  into  the  world,  and  working  out  his 
great  and  eternal  redemption  :  for  this  was  the  people 
of  whom  Chrift  was  to  come.  And  now  we  may  fee 
how  that  plant  Houriftied  that  God  had  planted  in  A- 
braham.  Though  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to 
come,  had  been  in  a  degree  Separated  from  the  reft  of 
the  world  before,  in  the  calling  of  Abraham  ;  yet  that 
feparation  that  was  then  made,  appeared  not  to  be  fuffi- 
cient,  without  further  reparation.  For  though  by  that 
reparation,  they  were  kept  as  ftrangers  and  fojourners, 
kept  from  being  united  with  other  people  in  the  fame 
political  focieties  ;  yet  they  remained  mixed  among  them, 
by  which  means,  as  it  had  proved,  they  had  been  in 
danger  of  wholly  loftng  the  true  religion,  and  of  being 
over-run  with  the  idolatry  of  their  neighbours.  God 
now,  therefore,  by  this  redemption,  feparated  them  as  a 
nation  from  all  other  nations,  to  fubftft  by  themfelves 
in  their  own  political  and  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  without  ha* 
ving  any  concern  with  the  Heathen  nations,  that  they 
might  fo  be  kept  feparate  till  Chrift  fhould  come  ;  and  fo 
that  the  church  of  Chrift  might  be  upheld,  and  might  keep 
the  oracles  of  God,  till  that  time  ;  that  in  them  might  be 
kept  up  thofe  types  and  prophecies  of  Chrift,  and  thofe 
hiftories,  and  other  divine  previous  inftruftions,  that 
were  neceffary  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming. 

II.  As  this  people  were  feparated  to  be  God’s  pecu¬ 
liar  people,  fo  all  other  people  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth  were  wholly  rejected  and  given  over  to 
Heathenifm.  This,  fo  far  as  the  providence  of  God 
was  concerned  in  it,  belongs  to  the  great  affair  of  re¬ 
demption  that  we  are  upon,  and  was  one  thing  that 
God  ordered  in  his  providence  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Chrift’s  coming,  and  the  great  falvation  he  was  to  ac¬ 
complish  in  the  world  ;  for  it  was  only  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  more  glorious  and  fignal  victory  and  tri¬ 
umph  of  Chrift’s  power  and  grace  over  the  wicked  and 
miferable  world,  and  that  Chrift’s  falvation  of  the 
world  of  mankind  might  become  the  more  fenftble. 
This  is  the  account  the  fcripture  itfelf  gives  us*  of  the 
matter,  Rom.  xi.  30.  31.  32.  The  apoftle  there  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  Gentiles  that  had  formerly  been  Heathens, 
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fays,  “  As  ye  in  times  paft  have  not  believed  God,  yet 
<c  have  now  obtained  mercy  through  their  unbelief ; 
ft  even  fo  have  thefe  alfo  now  not  believed,  that 
through  your  mercy  they  alfo  may  obtain  mercy.  For 
li  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he 
tnight  have  mercy  upon  all.”  i.  e .  It  was  the  will  of 
God,  that  the  whole  world,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  fhould 
be  concluded  in  vilible  and  profefted  unbelief,  that  fo 
God’s  mercy  and  Ch rift’s  falvation  towards  them  all 
might  be  viftble  and  fenftble.  For  the  apoftle  is  not 
fpeaking  only  of  that  unbelief  that  is  natural  to  all  God’s 
pro  felling  people  as  well  as  others,  but  that  which  ap¬ 
pears,  and  is  viftble  ;  fuch  as  the  Jews  fell  into,  when 
they  openly  rejected  Chrift,  and  ceafed  to  be  a  profefting 
people.  The  apoftle  obferves,  how  that  ftrft  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  even  the  Gentile  nations,  were  included  in  a  pro- 
fefted  unbelief  and  open  oppofttion  to  the  true  religion, 
before  Chrift  came,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  calling  of 
the  Gentiles,  which  was  foon  after  Chrift  came,  that 
God’s  mercy  might  be  the  more  viftble  to  them  ;  and 
that  the  Jews  were  reje<fted,  and  apoftatized  from  the  vi¬ 
ftble  church,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  calling  of  the 
Jews,  which  fhall  be  in  the  latter  days  :  fo  that  it  may 
be  feen  of  all  nations,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  they  are 
viftbly  redeemed  by  Chrift,  from  being  viftbly  aliens  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  without  hope,  and  without 
God  in  the  world. 

We  cannot  certainly  determine  precifelv  at  what  time 
the  apoftafy  of  the  Gentile  nations  from  the  true  God, 
01  their  being  concluded  in  viftble  unbelief,  became  uni- 
verfal.  Their  falling  away  was  a  gradual  thing,  as  we 
obferved  before.  It  was  general  in  Abraham’s  time, 
but  not  univerfal :  for  then  we  find  Melchizedec,  one 
of  the  kings  of  Canaan,  was  prielf  of  the  moft  high 
God.  And  after  this  the  true  religion  was  kept  up  for 
a  while  among  fome  of  the  reft  of  Abraham’s  pofterity, 
beftdes  the  family  of  Jacob  ;  and  alio  in  fome  of  the  po- 
fteiity  of  Nahor,  as  we  have  inftances  of,  in  Job,  and  his 
thiee  friends,  and  Elihu.  The  land  of  Uz,  where  Job 
lived,  was  a  land  poftefted  by  the  pofterity  of  Uz,  or 
Huz,  the  fon  of  Nahor,  Abraham’s  brother,  of  whom 
we  lead,  Gen.  xxii.  21.  Bildad  the  Shuhite  was  of  the 
offspring  of  Shuah,  Abraham’s  fon  by  Keturah,  Gen. 
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xxv.  i.  2. ;  and  Elihu  the  Buzite,  was  of  Buz  the  fon  of 
Nahor,  the  brother  of  Abraham.  So  the  true  religion 
lafted  among  fome  other  people,  befides  the  Israelites,  a 
while  after  Abraham.  But  it  did  not  Iaft  long  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  time  of  their  total  rejection,  and  gi¬ 
ving  up  to  idolatry,  was  about  the  time  when  God  fepa- 
rated  the  children  of  Ifrael  from  Egypt  to  ferve  him  *, 
for  they  are  often  put  in  mind  on  that  occafion,  that  God 
had  now  feparated  them  to  be  his  peculiar  people  ;  or 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  all  other  people mpon  earth,  to 
be  his  people  alone  ;  to  be  his  portion,  when  others 
were  rejected.  This  feems  to  hold  forth  thus  much  to 
us,  that  God  now  chofe  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
this  vifible  choice  of  them  was  accompanied  with  a  vi¬ 
able  rejection  of  all  other  nations  in  the  world  ;  that 
God  viftbly  came,  and  took  up  his  residence  with  them, 
as  forfaking  all  other  nations. 

And  fo,  as  the  firft  calling  of  the  Gentiles  after  Chrift 
came,  was  accompanied  with  a  rejection  of  the  Jews  ;  lo 
the  firft  calling  of  the  Jews  to  be  God’s  people,  when  they 
were  called  out  of  Egypt,  was  accompanied  with  a  re¬ 
jection  of  the  Gentiles. 

Thus  all  the  Gentile  nations  throughout  the  whole 
world,  all  nations,  but  only  the  Ifraelites,  and  thofe  that 
embodied  themfelves  with  them,  were  left  and  given  up 
to  idolatry,  and  fo  continued  a  great  many  ages,  even 
from  this  time  till  Chrift  came,  which  was  about  fifteen 
hundred  years.  They  were  concluded  lo  long  a  time 
in  unbelief,  that  there  might  be  a  thorough  proof  of 
the  neceftity  of  a  faviour  5  that  it  might  appear  by  fa 
long  a  trial,  paft  all  contradiction,  that  mankind  were 
utterly  infufficient  to  deliver  themfelves  from  that  grofs 
d'trknefs  and  milery,  and  fubje£tion  to  tne  devil,  that 
they  had  fallen  under  ;  that  it  might  appear  that  all  the 
wifdom  of  the  philofophers,  and  the  wifeft  men  that  the 
Heathen  had  among  them,  could  not  deliver  them  from 
their  darknefs,  for  the  greater  glory  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
who,  when  he  came,  enlightened  and  deliveied  them  by 
his  glorious  gofpei.  Herein  the  wonderful  wifdom  of 
God  appeared,  in  thus  preparing  the  way  fox  Chiifts 
redemption,  This  the  fenpture  teaches  us,  as  in  1  C01. 

'  1,  2i.  “  For  after  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world 
*  <<  by 
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“  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  fool- 
“  ifhnefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe.” 

Here  I  might  confider  as  another  work  of  God, 
whereby  the  general  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on, 
that  wonderful  deliverance  which  he  wrought  for  the 
children  of  Ifrael  at  the  Red  fea,  when  they  were  pilr- 
fued  by  the  hofts  of  the  Egyptians,  and  were  juft  ready 
to  be  fwallowed  up  by  them,  there  being,  to  human  ap¬ 
pearance,  no  poflibility  of  an  efcape,  But  as  this  may 
be  referred  to  their  redemption  out  of  Egypt,  and  con- 
ftdered  as  a  part  of  that  more  general  work,  I  fhall  not 
further  enlarge  upon  it. 

III.  The  next  thing  that  I  fhall  take  notice  of  here, 
that  was  done  towards  the  work  of  redemption,  is  God’s 
giving  the  moral  law  in  fo  awful  a  manner  at  Mount  Si¬ 
nai.  This  was  another  new  thing  that  God  did,  a  new 
ftep  taken  in  this  great  affair.  Deut.  iv.  33.  “  Did  ever 
“  a  people  hear  the  voice  of  God  fpeaking  out  of  the 
“  midft  of  the  fire,  as  thou  has  heard,  and  live  ?”  And 
it  was  a  great  thing  that  God  did  towards  this  work, 
and  that  whether  we  confider  it  as  delivered  as  a  new 
exhibition  of  the  covenant  of  works,  or  given  as  a  rule 
of  life.  ' 

The  covenant  of  works  was  here  exhibited  to  be  as  a 
fchoolmafter  to  lead  to  Chrift,  not  only  for  the  ufe  of 
that  nation  in  the  ages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  but  for  the 
ufe  of  God’s  church  throughout  all  ages  of  the  world ; 
as  an  inftrument  that  the  great  Redeemer  makes  ufe  of 
to  convince  men  of  their  fin  and  mifery,  and  helplefs 
ftate,  and  of  God’s  awful  and  tremenduous  majefty  and 
juftice  as  a  lawgiver,  and  fo  to  make  men  fenfible  of 
the  neceftity  of  Chrift  as  a  faviour.  The  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  in  its  faying  effect  on  mens  fouls,  in  all  the 
progrefs  of  it  to  the  end  of  .it,  is  not  carried  on  without 
the  ufe  of  this  law  that  was  now  delivered  at  Sinai. 

It  was  given  in  an  awful  manner,  with  a  terrible  voice, 
exceedingly  loud  and  . awful,  fo  that  all  the  people  that 
were  in  the  camp  trembled  ;  and  Mcfes  himfelf,  though 
fo  intimate  a  friend  of  God,  yet  fajd,  I  exceedingly  fear 
and  quake  ;  the  voice  being  accompanied  with  thunders 
and  lightnings,  the  mountain  burning  with  fire  to  the 
midft  of  heaven,  and  the  earth  itfelf  fhaking  and  trem- 
bling  ;  to  make  all  fenfible  how  great  that  authority* 
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power,  and  juftice  was,  that  flood  engaged  to  exa£l  the 
fulfilment  of  this  law,  and  to  fee  it  fully  executed  5  and 
flow  flri£tly  God  would  require  the  fulfilment ;  and 
how  terrible  his  wrath  would  be  againfl  every  breaker 
of  it  ;  that  men  being  fenftble  of  thefe  things,  might 
have  a  thorough  trial  of  themfelves,  and  might  prove 
their  own  hearts,  and  know  how  impofiible  it  is  for 
them  to  have  falvation  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and 
might  fee  the  abfolute  neceflity  they  flood  in  of  a  medi¬ 
ator. 

If  we  regard  this  law  now  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  not 
as  the  covenant  of  works,  but  as  a  rule  of  life  ;  fo  it  is 
made  ufe  of  by  the  Redeemer,  from  that  time  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  as  a  directory  to  his  people,  to  fhow  them 
the  way  in  which  they  mu  ft  walk,  as  they  would  go  to 
heaven  :  for  a  way  of  fincere  and  univerfal  obedience  to 
this  law  is  the  narrow  way  that  leads  to  life. 

IV.  The  next  thing  that  is  obfervable  in  this  period, 
was  God’s  giving  the  typical  law,  in  which  I  fuppofe  to 
be  included  moft  or  all  thole  precepts  that  were  given  by 
Mofes,  that  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  moral  law 
not  only  thofe  laws  that  are  commonly  called  ceremo¬ 
nial ,  in  diftin£lion  from  judicial  laws,  which  are  the 
laws  preferibing  the  ceremonies  and  circumftances  of 
the  Jewifh  worfhip,  and  their  ecclefiaftical  ftate  ;  but 
alio  many,  if  not  all  thofe  divine  laws  that  were  politi¬ 
cal,  and  for  regulating  the  Jewifh  commonwealth,  com¬ 
monly  called  judicial  laws ;  thefe  were  at  beft  many  of 
them  typical.  The  giving  this  typical  law  was  another 
great  thing  that  God  did  in  this  period,  tending  to 
build  up  this  glorious  ftnnfture  of  redemption  that  God 
had  been  carrying  on  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
There  had  been  many  typical  events  of  providence  be¬ 
fore,  that  reprefented  Chrift  and  his  redemption,  and 
fome  typical  ordinances,  as  particularly  thofe  two  of  fa- 
crifices  and  circumcifion  :  but  now,  inllead  of  reprefent- 
ing  the  great  Redeemer  in  a  few  inftitutions,  God  gives 
forth  a  law  full  of  nothing  elfe  but  various  and  innume- 
rable  typical  reprelentations  of  good  things  to  come,  by 
which  that  nation  were  directed  how,  every  year,  month, 
and  day,  in  their  religious  a£tions,  and  in  their  conduft 
of  themfelves,  in  all  that  appertained  to  their  ecclefiafti- 
cal  and  civil  ftate,  to  fhow  forth  fomething  of  Chrift ; 
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one  obfervance  fhowing  one  thing,  exhibiting  one  doe- 
trine,  or  one  benefit ;  another,  another  :  fo  that  the 
whole  nation  by  this  law  was,  as  it  were,  conftituted  in 
a  typical  ftate.  Thus  the  gofpel  was  abundantly  held 
forth  to  that  nation  ;  fo  that  there  is  fcarce  any  do&rine 
of  it,  but  is  particularly  taught  and  exhibited  by  fome 
obfervance  of  this  law  ;  though  it  was  in  fiiadows,  and 
under  a  vail,  as  Mofes  put  a  vail  on  his,  face  when  it 
(hone. 

To  this  typical  law  belong  all  the  precepts  that  relate 
to  building  the  tabernacle,  that  was  fet  up  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  all  the  form,  circumftances,  and  utenfils  of  it. 

V.  About  this  time  was  given  to  God’s  church  the 
firfi:  written  word  of  God  that  ever  was  enjoyed  by 
God’s  people.  This  was  another  great  thing  done  to¬ 
wards  the  affair  of  redemption,  a  new  and  glorious  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  building.  Not  far  from  this  time,  was 
the  beginning  of  the  great  written  rule,  which  God  has 
given  for  the  regulation  of  the  faith,  worfhip,  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  church  in  all  ages  henceforward  to  the  end 
of  the  world  ;  which  rule  grew,  and  was  added  to  from 
that  time,  for  many  ages,  till  it  was  finifhed,  and  the 
canon  of  fcripture  completed  by  the  apoftle  John.  It  is 
not  very  material,  whether  the  firfi:  written  word  that 
ever  was,  was  the  ten  commandments  written  on  the 
tables  of  ftone  with  the  finger  of  God,  or  the  book  of 
Job  5  and  whether  the  book  of  Job  was  written  by  Mo¬ 
les,  as  fome  fuppofe,  or  by  Elihu,  as  others.  If  it  was 
written  by  Elihu,  it  was  written  before  this  period  that 
we  are  now  upon  ;  but  yet  could  not  be  far  from  it,  as 
appears  by  confidering  whofe  pofterity  the  perfons  were 
that  are  fpoken  of  in  it,  together  with  Job’s  great  age, 
that  was  pafi:  before  this  was  written. 

The  written  word  of  God  is  the  main  inftrument 
Chrifi:  has  made  ufe  of  to  carry  on  his  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  in  all  ages  fince  it  was  given.  There  was  a  necefii- 
ty  now  of  the  word  of  God’s  being  committed  to  wri¬ 
ting,  for  a  fteady  rule  to  God’s  church.  Before  this, 
the  church  had  the  word  of  God  by  tradition,  either  by 
immediate  tradition  from  eminent  men  that  were  infpi- 
red,  that  were  then  living,  (for  it  was  a  common  thing  in 
thofe  days,  before  there  was  a  written  word,  for  God  to 
reveal  himfelf  immediately  to  eminent  perfons,  as  ap¬ 
pears 
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pears  by  the  book  of  Job,  and  many  other  things  that 
might  be  mentioned,  in  the  book  of  Genefis),  or  elfe 
they  had  it  by  tradition  from  former  generations,  which 
might  be  had  with  tolerable  certainty  in  ages  preceding 
this,  by  reafon  of  the  long  lives  of  men.  Noah  might 
converfe  with  Adam,  and  receive  traditions  from  him  : 
and  Noah  lived  till  about  Abraham’s  time  :  and  the 
fons  of  Jacob  lived  a  confiderable  time  to  deliver  the  re¬ 
velations  made  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  their 
pofterity  in  Egypt.  But  the  diftance  from  the  beginning 
of  things  was  become  fo  great,  and  the  lives  of  men  be¬ 
come  fo  ihort,  being  brought  down  to  the  prefent  flan- 
dard  about  Mofes’s  time,  and  God  having  now  feparated 
a  nation  to  be  a  peculiar  people,  partly  for  that  end  to 
be  the  keepers  of  the  oracles  of  God  \  God  faw  it  to  be 
a  needful  and  convenient  time  now  to  commit  his  word 
to  writing,  to  remain  henceforward  for  a  heady  rule 
throughout  all  ages.  And  therefore,  befides  the  book 
of  Job,  Chrift  wrote  the  ten  commandments  on  tables 
of  hone,  with  his  own  finger  ;  and  after  this  the  whole 
law,  as  containing  the  fubftance  of  the  five  books  of 
Mofes,  was  by  God’s  fpecial  command  committed  to 
Writing,  which  was  called  the  book  of  the  law ,  and  was 
laid  up  in  the  tabernacle,  to  be  kept  there  for  the  ufe  of 
the  church  $  as  you  may  fee,  Deut.  xxxi.  24.  25.  26. 

VI.  God  was  pleafed  now  wonderfully  to  reprefent 
the  progrefs  of  his  redeemed  church  through  the  world 
to  their  eternal  inheritance,  by  the  journey  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  through  the  wildernefs,  from  Egypt  to 
Canaan.  Here  all  the  various  Reps  of  the  redemption 
of  the  church  by  Chrifl  were  reprefented,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  to  its  confummation  in  glory.  The  flate  they 
are  redeemed  from  is  reprefented  by  Egypt,  and  their 
bondage  there,  which  they  left.  The  pur  chafe  of  their 
redemption  was  reprefented  by  the  facrifice  of  the  paf- 
chal  lamb,  which  was  offered  up  that  night  that  God 
flew  all  the  RrR-born  of  Egypt.  The  beginning  of  the 
application  of  the  redemption  of  ChriR’s  church  in  their 
converfion,  was  reprefented  by  Ifraei’s  going  out  of  E- 
gypt,  and  pafling  through  the  Red  fea  in  To  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  miraculous  a  manner.  The  travel  of  the 
church  through  this  evil  world,  and  the  various  changes 
through  which  the  church  pafles,  in  the  different  Rages 
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of  it,  was  reprefented  by  the  journey  of  the  Ifraelites 
through  the  wildernefs.  The  manner  of  their  being 
conducted  by  Chrift,  was  reprefented  by  the  Ifraelites 
being  led  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of 
fire  by  night.  The  manner  of  the  church’s  being  fup- 
ported  in  their  progrefs,  and  fupplied  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  of  it,  with  fpiritual  food,  and  continual 
daily  communications  from  God,  was  reprefented  by 
God’s  fupplying  the  children  of  Ifrael  with  bread,  or 
manna ,  from  heaven,  and  water  out  of  the  rock.  The 
dangers  that  the  faints  mud  meet  with  in  their  courfe 
through  the  world,  were  reprefented  by  the  fiery  flying 
ferpents  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  met  with  in  the 
wildernefs.  The  conflicts  the  church  has  with  her  ene¬ 
mies,  were  reprefented  by  their  battle  with  the  Amalek- 
ites,  and  others  they  met  with  there.  And  fo  innume¬ 
rable  other  things  might  be  mentioned,  wherein  the 
things  they  met  with  were  lively  images  of  things  which 
the  church  and  faints  meet  with  in  all  ages  of  the  world. 
That  thefe  things  are  typical  of  things  that  pertain  to 
the  Chriftian  church,  is  manifefl:  from  1  Cor.  x.  11. 
<e  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  en- 
<c  famples,  and  they  were  written  for  our  admonition,  up- 
*c  on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.”  Here  the 
apoftle  is  fpeaking  of  thofe  very  things  which  we  have 
now  mentioned,  and  he  fays  exprefsly,  that  they  hap¬ 
pened  unto  them  for  types  %  fo  it  is  in  the  original. 

VII.  Another  thing  here  muft  not  be  omitted,  which 
was  a  great  and  remarkable  difpenfation  of  Providence, 
refpedling  the  whole  world  of  mankind,  which  was  fi- 
nifhed  in  this  period  ;  and  that  was,  the  fhortening  the 
days  of  man’s  life,  whereby  it  was  brought  down  from 
being  between  nine  hundred  and  a  thoufand  years,  to 
be  but  about  feventy  or  eighty.  The  life  of  man  began 
to  be  fhortened  immediately  after  the  flood  :  it  was 
brought  down  the  firfl  generation  to  fix  hundred  years, 
and  the  next  to  between  four  and  five  hundred  years  5 
and  fo  the  life  of  man  gradually  grew  fhorter  and  fhort- 
er,  till  about  the  time  of  the  great  mortality  that  was 
in  the  congregation  of  Ifrael,  after  they  had  murmured 
at  the  report  of  the  fpies,  and  their  carcaffes  fell  in  the 
wildernefs,  whereby  all  the  men  of  war  died  *,  and  then 
the  life  of  man  was  reduced  to  its  prefent  ftandard,  as 

v  Mofes 
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Mofes  obferves  in  that  pfalm  that  he  wrote  on  occafion 
of  that  mortality:  Pfal.  xe.  io.  a  The  days  of  our 
“  years  are  threefcore  years  and  ten  -,  and  if  by  rea- 
*c  fon  of  ftrength  they  be  fourfcore  years,  yet  is  their 
“  ftrength  labour  and  forrow :  for  it  is  foon  cut  off,  and 
ci  we  fly  away.” 

This  great  difpenfation  of  God  tended  to  promote 
the  grand  deflgn  of  the  redemption  of  Chrift.  Man’s 
life  being  cut  fo  very  fhort  in  this  world,  tended  to 
prepare  the  way  for  poor,  mortal,  fhort-lived  men,  the 
more  joyfully  to  entertain  the  glad  tidings  of  everlafting 
life  in  another  world,  that  are  brought  to  light  by  the 
gofpel  *,  and  more  readily  to  embrace  a  faviour,  that 
purchafes  and  offers  fuch  a  blefling.  If  mens  lives 
were  ftill  commonly  about  nine  hundred  years,  how 
much  lefs  would  they  have  to  move  them  to  regard  the 
proffers  of  a  future  life  ;  how  much  greater  tempta¬ 
tion  would  they  have  to  reft  in  the  things  of  this  world, 
they  being  of  fuch  long  continuance,  and  to  negle£t 
any  other  life  but  this  ?  This  probably  contributed 
greatly  to  the  wickednefs  of  the  antedeluvians.  But  now 
how  much  greater  motives  have  men  to  feek  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  a  better  life  than  this,  by  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  fince  the  life  of  man  is  not  one  twelfth  part  of  what 
it  ufed  to  be,  and  men  now  univerfally  die  at  the  age 
when  men  formerly  ufed  to  be  but  as  it  were  fetting  out 
in  the  world  ? 

VIII.  The  fame  work  was  carried  on  in  preferving 
that  people,  of  whom  Chrift  was  to  come,  from  total¬ 
ly  perifhing  in  the  wildernefs,  by  a  conftant  miracle  of 
forty  years  continuance.  I  obferved  before  many  times, 
how  God  preferred  thofe  of  whom  the  Redeemer  was 
to  proceed  in  a  very  wonderful  manner  ;  as  he  pre¬ 
ferred  Noah  and  his  family  from  the  flood ;  and  as  he 
prefcrved  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  with  their  fa¬ 
milies,  from  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  Canaan  ;  and  as 
he  preferred  Jacob  and  his  family  from  perifhing  by  the 
famine,  by  Jofeph  in  Egypt.  But  this  prefervation  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael  for  fo  long  a  time  in  the  wilder¬ 
nefs,  was  on  fome  accounts  more  remarkable  than  any 
of  them  ;  for  it  was  by  a  continual  miracle  of  fo  long 
duration.  There  was,  as  may  be  fairly  computed,  at 
firft  two  millions  of  fouls  in  that  congregation,  that 

could 
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could  not  fubfift  anv  better  without  meat  and  drink 
than  other  men.  Rut  if  this  had  been  with-held, 
they  muft  all  have  perifhed,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  in  lefs  than  one  month’s  time,  fo  that  there 
would  not  have  been  one  of  them  left.  But  vet  this 

0 

vail  multitude  fubfifted  for  forty  years  together,  in  a  dry 
barren  wildernefs,  without  lowing  or  reaping,  or  til¬ 
ling  any  land,  having  their  bread  daily  rained  down  to 
them  out  of  heaven,  and  being  furnifhed  with  water  to 
fatisfy  them  all,  out  of  a  rock  ;  and  the  fame  cloaths 
with  which  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  lading,  without 
wearing  out  all  that  time.  Never  was  any  inftance  like 
this,  of  a  nation  being  fo  upheld  for  fo  long  a  tirris  to¬ 
gether.  Thus  God  upheld  his  church  by  a  continual 
miracle,  and  kept  alive  that  people  in  whom  was  the 
bleffing,  the  promifed  feed,  and  great  Redeemer  of  the 
world. 

IX.  God  was  pleafed,  in  this  time  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael’s  being  in  the  wildernefs,  to  give  a  further  reve¬ 
lation  of  Chrift  the  Redeemer  in  the  predictions  of  him, 
than  had  been  before.  Here  are  three  prophecies  given 
at  this  time  that  I  would  take  notice  of.  Lhe  fir  ft  is 
that  of  Balaam,  Numb.  xxiv.  17.  18.  19.  “  I  fh all  fee 

him,  but  not  now  ;  I  lhall  behold  him,  blit  not  nigh: 
there  lhall  come  a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sceptre 
“  lhall  rife  out  of  Ifrael,  and  lhall  finite  the  corners  of 
<c  Moab,  and  deftrov  all  the  children  of  Sheth.  And 
Edom  lhall  be  a  poiTeffion,  Seir  alfo  lliall  be  a 
poiTeffion  for  his  enemies,  and  Ifrael  lhall  do  va¬ 
liantly.  Out  of  Jacob  lhall  come  lie  that  lliall  have 
<(  dominion,  and  lhall  deftroy  him  that  remaineth  of 
“  the  city.”  This  is  a  plainer  prophecy  of  Chrift,  e- 
fpeci ally  'with  regard  to  his  kingly  office,  than  any  that 
had  been  before.  But  we  have  another,  that  God  gave  by 
Mofes,  that  is  plainer  ftill,  efpccially  with  regard  to  his 
prophetical  office,  in  Deut.  xviii.  18.  & c.  u  i  will  raile 
up  a  prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  unto 
thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in  his  mouth,  and  he 
lhall  lpeak  unto  them  all  that  I  command  him,”  &c. 
This  is  a  plainer  prophecy  of  Chrift  than  any  that  had 
been  before,  in  this  reipe£t,that  all  die  prophecies  that  had 
been  before  of  Chrift, were  in  figurative  myftical  language, 
l  he  firft  prophecy  was  fo,  That  the  feed  of  the  woman 
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Ihould  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head.  The  promifes  made 
to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  “  That  in  their  feed  all 
“  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould  be  blefted,”  were  alfo 
my  ideal  *,  which  prophecy  is  not  fo  particular,  becaufe 
the  expreffion,  thy  feed ,  is  general,  and  not  plainly  li¬ 
mited  to  any  particular  perfon.  The  prophecy  of  Ja¬ 
cob  in  bleiiing  Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  8.  is  in  myftical  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  fo  is  that  of  Balaam,  which  {peaks  of 
Ghriif  under  the  figurative  expreilion  of  a  far.  But 
this  is  a  plain  prophecy,  without  being  vailed  in  any 
myftical  language  at  all. 

There  are  feveral  thing's  contained  in  this  prophecy 
of  Chrift.  Here  is  his  mediatorial  office  in  general, 
ver.  1 6.  Here  it  is  revealed  how  he  Ihould  be  a  perfon 
to  ftand  between  them  and  God,  that  was  fo  terrible  a 
being,  a  being  of  fuch  awful  majefty,  holinefs,  and 
juftice,  that  they  could  not  have  come  to  him,  and 
have  intei’courfe  with  him  immediately,  without  a  me¬ 
diator  to  ftand  between  them  ;  becaufe,  if  they  came  to 
fuch  a  dreadful  fin-revenging  God  immediately,  they 
Ihould  die  ;  God  would  prove  a  confuming  fire  to  them. 
And  then  here  is  a  particular  revelation  of  Chrift  with 
refpecl  to  his  prophetical  office  :  Ci  I  will  raife  them  up 

a  prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  unto 
“  thee,”  Ac.  And  further,  it  is  revealed  what  kind 
cf  a  prophet  he  fhould  be,  a  prophet  like  Mofes,  who 
was  the  head  and  leader  of  all  the  people,  and  who, 
under  God,  had  been  their  redeemer,  to  bring  them 
out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage,  was  as  it  were  their  Ihep- 
herd  bv  whom  God  led  them  through  the  Red  lea  and 
wiidernefs,  and  was  an  intercefibr  for  them  with  God, 
and  was  both  a  prophet  and  a  king  in  the  congregation  ; 
for  Mofes  had  the  power  of  a  king  among  them.  It  is 
laid  of  him,  Dent,  xxxiii.  he  was  king  in  Jeilmrun, 
and  he  wits  the  prophet  by  whom  God  as  it  were  built 
up  his  church,*  and  delivered  his  inftrnctions  of  wor- 
Ihip.  Thus  Chrift  was  to  be  a  prophet  like  unto  Mo¬ 
les  ;  fo  tint  this  is  both  the  plaineft  and  fulleft  prophe¬ 
cy  of  Chrift  that  ever  had  been  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  this  time. 

The  next  prophecy  that  I  {hall  take  notice  of,  re- 
fptets  only  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  which  Ihould  be 
after  Chrift ’s  coming,  of  which  God  gave  a  very  plain 
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prophecy  by  Mofes  in  the  wilder nefs,  Deut.  xxxii  21. 
Here  is  a  very  plain  prophecy  of  the  rejection  of  the 
Jews  and  calling  the  Gentiles.  They  moved  God  to 
jealonfy,  by  that  which  was  not  a  god,  by  calling  him 
off,  and  taking  other  gods,  that  were  no  gods,  in  his 
room.  So  God  declares  that  he  will  move  them  to 
jealoufy  in  the  like  manner,  by  calling  them  oil,  and 
taking  other  people,  that  had  not  been  his  people,  in 
their  room.  The  A  pottle  Paul  takes  notice  of  this 
prophecy,  as  foretelling  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  in 
Rom.  x.  19.  20.  “  Rut  I  fay,  Did  not  lirael  know  ? 

6*  Firft,  Mofes  faith,  I  will  provoke  you  to  jealoufy  by 
“  them  that  are  no  people,  and  by  a  foolilh  nation  I 
“  will  anger  you.  But  hTaias  is  very  bold,  and  faith, 
“  I  was  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not :  1  was  made 

O  ' 

“  manifeft  to  them  that  afked  not  after  me.” 

Thus  you  fee  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  firft 
began  to  dawn  and  glimmer  immediately  after  the  fall, 
gradually  increafcs  the  nearer  we  come  to  Ch rift’s 


time. 

X.  Another  thinu  by  which  God  carried  on  this 
work  in  this  time,  was  a  remarkable  pouring  out  of  his 
fpirit  on  the  young  generation  in  the  wildernefs.  The 
generation  that  was  grown  up  when  they  came  out  of 
Egypt,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  was  a  very 
froward  and  perverfe  generation.  They  were  tainted 
with  the  idolatry  and  wickednefs  of  Egypt,  and  were  not 
weaned  from  it,  as  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  takes  notice, 
Ezek.  xx.  6.  7,  8.  Hence  they  made  the  golden  calf  in 
imitation  of  the  idolatry  of  Egypt,  that  was  wont  to 
worfhip  a  bull  or  an  ox  ;  and  therefore  cattle  are  called 
the  ^abomination  of  the  Egyptians ,  i.  e.  their  idol.  L  his 
generation  God  was  exceeding  angry  with,  and  fwore 
in  his  wrath,  that  they  Ihould  not  enter  into  his  reft. 
Rut  the  younger  generation  were  not  fo  ;  the  genera¬ 
tion  that  were  under  twenty  years  old  $hen  they  came 
out  of  Egypt,  and  thofe  that  were  born  in  the  wilder- 
neis,  the  generation  fpoken  of  Numb.  xiv.  31.  u  But 
i(  your  little  ones,  whom  ye  laid  ihould  be  a  prey,  them 
“  will  I  bring  in  ;  and  they  fhall  know  the  land  that 
“  ye  have  defpifed.”  1  his  was  the  generation  with 
whom  the  covenant  was  renewed,  as  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  in  Deuteronomy,  and  that  entered  into  the  land 
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of  Canaan.  This  generation  God  was  pleafed  to  make 
a  generation  to  his  praife,  and  they  were  eminent  for 
piety  ;  as  appears  by  many  things  faid  in  feriptnre  about 
them;  as,  particularly,  Jer.  ii.  2.  3.  u  I  remember  thee, 
“  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  efpoulals, 
<c  when  thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a 
€(  land  that  was  not  Town.  Ifrael  was  holinefs  to  the 
u  Lord,  and  the  firft-fruits  of  his  increafe.33  Here  the 
generation  that  went  after  God  in  the  wildernefs,  is 
fpoken  of  with  very  high  commendations,  as  eminent 
for  holinefs  :  “  Ifrael  was  holinefs  to  the  Lord,  arid 
<£  the  firft-fruits  of  his  increafe.33  And  their  love  to 
God  is  fpoken  of  as  diftinguifhed  like  the  love  of  a  bride 
at  her  efpoufals.  'i  he  going  after  God  in  the  wilder¬ 
nefs  that  is  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  the  going  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt  into  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai, 
but  their  following  God  through  that  dreadful  wilder¬ 
nefs,  that  the  congregation  long  wandered  in,  after 
they  went  back  from  Kadefh-Barnea,  which  is  fpoken 
or,  Deut.  viii.  13.  “Who  led  thee  through  the  great 
“  and  terrible  wildernels,  wherein  were  fiery  ferpents 
<c  and  fcorpions,  and  drought,  where  there  was  no 
<£  water.33  1  hough  this  generation  had  a  much  greater 
trial,  than  the  generation  of  their  fathers  had  before 
they  came  to  Kadefh-Barnea,  yet  they  never  murmured 
ag  iinff  God  in  any  wife,  as  their  fathers  had  done  :  but 
their  trials  had  a  contrary  elTeft  upon  them,  to  awaken 
them,  convince,  and  humble  them,  and  fit  them  for 
great  mercy.  They  were  awakened  by  thofe  awful 
judgements  of  God  that  he  inflicted  on  their  fathers, 
whereby  their  c arcades  fell  in  the  wildernefs.  And 
God  poured  out  his  fpirit  with  thofe  awakening  provi¬ 


dences  towards  their  fathers,  and  their  own  travel  in 


the  wildernefs,  and  the  word  preached  to  them  by  Mo 
fes  ;  whereby  they  were  greatly  awakened,  and  mad 


to  fee  the  badntfs  of  their  own  hearts,  and  were  hum¬ 


bled,  and  at  length  multitudes  of  them  favingiy  con¬ 


verted 


,  as  JJeut.  vm.  2.  3*  <<  And  thou  (halt  remem- 
“  her  the  way  which  the  Lord  thy  God  led  thee 


“  thefe  forty  years  in  the  wildernefs,  to  humble  thee, 
u  and  to  prove  ther,  to  know  what  was  in  thine 


“  heart,  whether  Lion  wouldffc  keep  his  command- 
“  ments,  or  no.  And  lie  humbled  thee/3  &c.  And, 
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erf.  1 5.  “  Who  led  thee  through  that  great  and  ter- 

-  rible  wildernefs, - that  he  might  humble  thee,  and 

;  that  he  might  prove  thee,  to  do  thee  good  at  thy 

latter  end.”  And  therefore  it  is  faid,  Hof.  xiii.  5 . 

:  I  did  know  thee  in  the  wildernefs,  in  the  land  of 
’  great  drought.”  God  allured  them,  and  brought 
hem  into  that  wildernefs,  and  fpake  comfortably  to 
fern,  as  it  was  foretold  that  he  would  do  afterwards, 
lof.  ii.  14. 

Thofe  terrible  judgements  that  were  executed  in  the 
ongregation  after  their  turning  back  from  Kadefh- 
>arnea,  in  the  matter  of  Korah,  and  the  matter  of 
^eor,  were  chiefly  on  the  old  generation,  whom  God 
onfumed  in  the  wildernefs.  Thofe  rebellions  were 
hiefly  among  the  elders  of  the  congregation,  who  were 
f  the  older  generation,  that  God  had  given  up  to  their 
.earts  luft ;  and  they  walked  in  their  own  counfels,  and 
^od  was  grieved  with  their  manners  forty  years  in  the 
rildernefs. 

But  that  this  younger  congregation  were  eminent  for 
iety,  appears  by  all  their  hiftory.  The  former  gene- 
ation  were  wicked,  and  were  followed  with  curfes  ; 
ut  this  was  holy,  and  wonderful  bleflings  followed 
tiem.  God  did  great  things  for  them  ;  he  fought  for 
hem,  and  gave  them  the  poifellion  of  Canaan.  And 
:  is  God’s  manner,  when  he  hath  very  great  mercies  to 
effow  on  a  vilible  people,  firft,  to  fit  them  for  them, 
nd  then  to  beftow  them  on  them.  So  it  was  here  : 
diey  believed  in  .  God,  and  by  faith  overcame  Sihon 
nd  Og,  and  the  giants  of  Canaan  ;  and  are  commend- 
d  for  cleaving  to  the  Lord  :  Jofh.  xxiii.  8.  Jofhua  lays 
into  them,  u  Cleave  unto  the  Lord,  as  ye  have  done 
1  unto  this  day.”  And  fo  Ifrael  did  all  the  while  that 
;eneration  lived.  But  when  Jofhua  and  all  that  gene- 
ation  were  dead,  there  arofe  another  generation  that 
:new  not  the  Lord.  This  pious  generation  fhowed  a 
audable  and  fervent  zeal  for  God  on  feveral  occalions  ; 
)n  occafion  of  Achan’s  fin  ;  but  efpecially  when  they 
iifpecled  the  two  tribes  and  a  half  had  fet  up  an  altar 
n  oppolition  to  the  altar  of  burnt-offering.  There  ne¬ 
'er  was  any  generation  of  Ifrael  that  fo  much  good  and 
o  little  evil  is  mentioned  of,  as  this  generation.  It  is 
urtlier  obferveable,  that  in  the  time  of  this  generation 
.  )\  was 
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was  the  fecond  general  circumcifton,  whereby  the  re-* 
proacli  of  Ifrael  was  fully  rolled  away,  and  they  became 
pure  ;  and  when  afterwards  they  were  polluted  by  A- 
chan,  they  purged. themfelves  again. 

The  men  of  the  former  generation  being  dead,  and 
God  having  fandfified  this  younger  generation  to  him- 
felf,  he  folemnly  renewed  his  covenant  with  them,  as  we 
have  a  particular  account  in  the  29th  chapter  of  Deute¬ 
ronomy.  We  find  that  fuch  folemn  renovations  of  the 
covenant  commonly  accompanied  any  remarkable  pour¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Spirit,  cauiing  a  general  reformation  : 
i'o  we  find  it  was  in  Hezekiah’s  and  Jofiah’s  times.  It  is 
quellionable  whether  there  ever  was  a  time  of  fo  great 
a  fiourifhing  of  religion  in  the  Ifraelitifh  church,  as  in 
that  generation  ;  and  as,  in  the  Chriftian  church,  reli¬ 
gion  was  in  its  moft  fiourifhing  circumffances  in  the  day 
of  its  efpoufals,  or  fir  ft  fetting  up  of  that  church,  in  the 
days  of  the  apoftles,  fo  it  feems  to  have  been  with  the 
Jewifh  church  in  the  days  of  its  firft  eftabiifhment  in 
Mofes’s  and  Jofhua’s  times. 

Thus  God  at  this  time  did  glorioufly  advance  the 
work  of  redemption,  both  by  his  word  and  Spirit.  By 
this  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  promoted,  not  only  as  it  was  in  itfelf  a 
glorious  inftance  of  the  carrying  on  of  that  redemption 
in  the  application  of  it,  but  as  this  was  what  God  made 
ufe  of  as  a  means  of  the  good  and  orderly  eftablilhment 
of  the  church  of  Ifrael  at  its  firft  beginning,  when  it  was 
firft  fettled  in  the  regular  obfervance  of  God’s  ordi¬ 
nances  in  Canaan  :  even  as  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  church,  was  a 
great  means  God  made  ufe  of  for  the  well  eftablifhmg 
the  Chriftian  church  in  the  world  in  all  fucceedin?  apes. 

XL  The  next  thing  I  would  oblerve,  was  God’s  bring¬ 
ing  the  people  of  Ifrael  under  the  hand  of  Jofhua,  and 
fettling  them  in  that  land  where  Chrift  was  to  be  born, 
and  which  was  the  great  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan, 
which  Chrift  has  purchafed.  'This  was  done  by  joihua, 
who  was  of  jofeph’s  pofterity,  and  was  an  eminent  type 
of  Chrift,  and  is  therefore  called  the  fhepherd,  the  ftone 
of  Ifrael,  in  Jacob’s  blefling  of  Jofeph,  Gen.  xlix.  24. 
Being  fuch  a  type  of  Chrift,  he  bore  the  name  of  Chrift. 
JoJhua,  and  JeJus  are  the  fame  name,  only  the  one  is 

Hebrew* 
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Hebrew,  the  other  is  Greek  :  and  therefore,  in  the  New 
reftament,  which  was  originally  written  in  Greek,  Jo- 
hu  t  is  called  Jefus,  Acts  vii.  45.  £C  Which  alfo  our  fa** 

*  thers  brought  in  with  Jefus,”  i.  e .  Jofhua  ;  Heb.  iv.  8, 

*  If  Jefus  had  given  them  reft,  he  would  not  have  fpo- 
c  ken  of  another  day  i,  e.  if  Jofhua  had  given  them 
eft. 

God  wonderfully  pofteffed  his  people  of  this  land, 
onquering  the  former  inhabitants  of  it,  and  the  mighty 
fiants,  as  Chritt  conquered  the  devil  ;  firft  conquering 
he  great  kings  of  that  part  of  the  land  that  was  on  the 
aft  fern  fide  of  Jordan,  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites, 
nd  Og  king  of  -Balkan  ;  and  then  dividing  the  river 
ordan,  as  before  he  had  done  the  Red  fea  *,  cauftng  the 
trails  of  Jericho  to  fall  down  at  the  found  of  the  trum¬ 
pets  of  the  priefts  ;  that  found  typifying  the  found  of 
he  gofpel  by  the  preaching  of  gofpel-minifters,  the 
rails  of  the  accurfed  city  Jericho  fignifying  the  walls  of 
Satan’s  kingdom  ;  and  after  this  wonderfully  deftroying 
he  mighty  hoft  of  the  Amorites  under  the  five  kings, 
aufing  the  fun  and  moon  to  hand  ftill,  to  help  the  peo- 
ile  againft  their  enemies,  at  the  prayer  of  the  typical 
elus  ;  plainly  holding  this  forth,  that  God  would  make 
he  whole  courfe  of  nature  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  af- 
air  of  redemption  \  fo  that  every  thing  fhould  yield  to 
he  purpofes  of  that  work,  and  give  place  to  the  welfare 
if  God’s  redeemed  people. 

Thus  did  Chrift  Ihow  his  great  love  to  his  eleff,  that 
Le  would  make  the  courfe  of  nature,  in  the  frame  of  the 
rorldj  that  he  had  made,  and  that  he  governed,  to  pive 
aace  to  their  happinefs  and  profperity  ;  and  ft  1  owed 
hat  the  fun  and  moon,  and  all  things,  viftble  and  invi- 
ble,  were  theirs  by  his  purchafe.  At  the  fame  time, 
thrift  fought  as  the  captain  of  their  hoft,  and  caft  down 
reat  hailftones  upon  their  enemies,  by  which  more  were 
Lain  than  by  the  iword  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  And 
fter  this  Chrift  gave  the  people  a  mighty  viclory  over  a 
et  greater  army  in  the  northern  part  of  the  land,  that 
,rere  gathered  together  at  the  waters  of  Merom,  as  the 
md  of  the  fea-ftiore,  as  it  is  faid  Jofh.  xi.  4. 

Thus  God  gave  the  people  whence  Chrift  was  to  pro- 
eed,  the  land  where  he  was  to  be  born,  and  live,  and 
•reach,  and  work  miracles,  and  die,  and  rife  again,  and 
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whence  he  was  to  afcend  into  heaven,  as  the  land  which 
•was  a  great  type  of  heaven  :  which  is  another  thing 
whereby  a  great  advance  was  made  in  the  affair  of  re¬ 
demption. 

XII.  Another  thing  that  God  did  towards  carrying 
on  this  affair,  was  his  actually  fetting  up  his  hated  wor- 
Jhip  among  the  people,  as  it  had  been  before  inftituted 
in  the  wildernefs.  This  worfhip  was  appointed  at  Mount 
Sinai,  wholly  in  fubferviency  to  this  great  affair  of  re¬ 
demption.  It  was  to  make  way  for  the  coming  of 
Chrift  ;  and  the  innumerable  ceremonial  obfervances  of 
it  were  typical  of  him  and  his  redemption.  This  wor- 
fhip  was  chiefly  inflitutecl  at  Mount  Sinai ;  but  it  was 
gradually  fet  up  in  practice.  It  was  partly  fet  up  in  the 
wildernefs,  where  the  tabernacle  and  its  veifels  were 
made  ;  but  there  were  many  parts  of  their  inftituted 
worfhip  that  could  not  be  obferved  in  the  wildernefs, 
by  reafon  of  their  unfettled,  itinerant  hate  there  :  and 
then  there  were  many  precepts  that  refpe6f  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  their  cities  and  places  of  habitation  there  ; 
which  therefore  could  not  be  put  in  practice,  till  they 
came  into  that  land.  But  now,  when  this  was  brought 
to  pafs,  God  fet  up  his  tabernacle  in  the  midfl  of  his 
people,  as  he  had  before  promifed  them,  Lev.  xxvi.  n. 
<(  I  will  fet  my  tabernacle  amongft  you.”  The  taber¬ 
nacle  was  fet  up  at  Shiloh,  Jofh.  xviii.  i.  and  the 
priefts  and  Levites  had  their  offices  appointed  them, 
and  the  cities  of  refuge  were  appointed  ;  and  now  the 
people  were  in  a  condition  to  obferve  their  feafts  of  the 
firft-fruits,  and  their  feafts  of  ingathering,  and  to  bring 
all  their  tithes  and  appointed  offerings  to  the  Lord ; 
and  mofl  parts  of  God’s  worlhip  were  fet  up,  though 
there  were  fome  things  that  were  not  obferved  till  after¬ 
wards. 

XIII.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  was 
God’s  wonderfully  preferving  that  people,  from  this  time 
forward,  when  all  the  males  went  up,  three  times  in  the 
year,  to  the  place  where  God’s  ark  was.  The  people  of 
Ifrael  were  generally  Unrounded  with  enemies,  that 
fought  all  opportunities  to  dehroy  them,  and  difpoffefs 
them  of  their  land;  and  till  David’s  time  there  were 
great  numbers  in  the  land  of  the  remains  of  the  Canaan- 
ites,  and  the  other  former  inhabitants  of  the  land,  that 
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were  bitter  enemies  to  the  people  of  Ifrael :  and  thefe 
had  from  year  to  year,  three  times  in  the  year,  a  fair 
opportunity  of  over-running  their  country,  and  getting 
pofTefiion  of  their  cities,  when  all  the  males  were  gone,- 
and  only  the  women,  and  thofe  who  were  not  able  to 
go  up,  were  left  behind.  And  yet  they  were  remark¬ 
ably  preferred  throughout  all  generations  at  fuch  lea- 
fons,  agreeable  to  the  promife  that  God  had  made, 
Exod.  xxxiv.  24.  “  Neither  lhall  any  man  defire  thy 
“  land,  when  thou  fhalt  go  up  to  appear  before  the 

Lord  thy  God  thrice  in  the  year.”  So  wonderfully 
did  God  order  affairs,  and  influence  the  hearts  of  their 
enemies,  that  though  they  were  fo  full  of  enmity  againib 
Ifrael,  and  defired  to  difpoffefs  them  of  their  land,  and 
had  fo  fair  an  opportunity  fo  often  in  their  hands,  that 
the  whole  country  was  left  naked  and  empty  of  all  that 
could  refill  them,  and  it  would  have  been  only  for 
them  to  have  pone  and  taken  pofleffon,  and  thev  could 
have  had  it  without  oppofition,  and  they  were  fo  eager 
to  take  other  opportunities  againft  them  ;  yet  we  never 
read,  in  all  their  hiftory,  of  any  of  their  enemies  taking 
thefe  opportunities  againfl  them  ;  which  could  be  no  lei's 
than  a  continual  miracle,  that  God,  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  church,  kept  up  for  fo  many  generations,  even 
throughout  the  ages  of  the  Old  Tdlament.  It  was  fure- 
ly  a  wonderful  difpenfation  of  divine  providence  to 
maintain  and  promote  God’s  great  defign  of  redemp¬ 
tion. 

XIV.  God’s  preferving  his  church  and  the  true  reli¬ 
gion  from  being  wholly  extinct  in  the  frequent  apofta- 
Ses  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  time  of  the  judges.  How 
prone  was  that  people  to  forfake  the  true  God,  that  had 
done  fuch  wonderful  things  for  them,  and  to  fall  into 
idolatry  !  and  how  did  the  land,  from  time  to  time,  feem 
to  be  almoft  over-run  with  idolatry  !  But  yet  God  never 
fane  red  his  true  worfhip  to  be  totally  rooted  out  :  his 
tabernacle  flood,  the  ark  was  preferved,  the  book  of  the 
law  was  kept  from  being  deilroyed,  God’s  priellhood 
was  upheld,  and  God  Hill  had  a  church  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  time  after  time,  when  religion  feemed  to  be  al- 
mofl  gone,  and  it  was  come  to  the  lall  extremity,  then 
God  granted  a  revival,  and  fent  fome  angel  or  prophet, 
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or  raifed  up  feme  eminent  perfon,  to  be  an  mftrument 
of  their  reformation. 

XV .  God’s  preferring  that  nation  from  being  deffroy-? 
cd,  and  delivering  them  from  time  to  time,  although 
they  were  fo  often  fubdued  and  brought  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  their  enemies.  Jt  is  a  wonder,  not  only  that 
the  true  religion  was  not  wholly  rooted  out,  and  fo  the 
phurch  deftroyed  that  way  ;  but  alfo  that  the  very  na¬ 
tion  in  which  that  church  was,  was  not  utterly  delfroy- 
ed  *,  they  were  fo  often  brought  under  the  power  of 
their  enemies.  One  while  they  were  fubdued  by  Chu- 
fhan-rifhataim  king  of  Mefopotamia,  another  while  they 
were  brought  under  the  Moabites  ;  and  then  they  were 
fold  into  the  hand  of  Jabip  king  of  Canaan  •,  and  then 
they  were  under  the  dominion  of  the  Midianites  ;  and 
then  were  forely  cliftrefTed  by  the  children  of  Ammon  ; 
and  then  by  the  Phili (fines.  But  yet  God,  in  all  thefe 
dangers,  preferred  them,  and  kept  them  ‘from  being 
wholly  overthrown  :  and  from  time  to  time,  when  it  was 
come  to  extremity,  and  God  law  that  they  were  upon 
the  very  brink  of  ruin,  then  God  raifed  up  a  deliverer, 
agreeable  to  Deut.  xxxii.  36.  <c  For  the  Lord  fhall  judge 

his  people,  and  repent  himfelf  for  his  fervants  ;  when 

he  feeth  their  power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  fhut 
“  up  or  left.” 

Thofe  remarkable  difpenfations  of  Providence  are  ve¬ 
ry  livelily  and  elegantly  fet  forth  by  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal. 
cvi.  34.  &c. 

Thefe  deliverers  that  God  raifed  up  from  time  to  time 
were  all  types  of  C  hr  iff,  the  great  redeemer  and  deli¬ 
verer  of  his  church ;  and  fome  of  them  very  remarkably 
jo  ;  as,  particularly,  Barak,  Jephthah,  Gideon,  and  Sam- 
jon,  in  very  many  particulars  ;  and  above  ail  in  the  acts 
of  Samfon,  as  might  be  fhown,  were  it  not  that  this 
would  take  up  too  much  time. 

XVI.  .  It  is  obfervabjf ,  that  when  Chinft  appeared  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  his  church  in  this  period,  he  often 

O  p  ^  *  JT 

appeared  in  the  form  of  that  nature  that  he  took  upon 
him  in  his  incarnation.  So  he  feems  to  have  appeared 
to  Mofes  from  time  to  time,  and  particularly  at  that 
time  when  God  fpake  to  him  lace  to  face,  as  a  man 
jpeaketh  to  his  friend,  and  he  beheld  the  fimilitude  of 
tl/e  Lord  (Numb.  xii.  8.),  after  he  had  befought  him  to 
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fhow  him  his  glory;  which  was  the  moft  remarkable 
vifion  that  ever  he  had  of  Chrift.  There  was  a  twofold 
difcovery  that  Mofes  had  of  Chrift  :  one  was  fpiritual, 
made  to  his  mind,  by  the  word  that  was  proclaimed, 
when  he  proclaimed  his  name,  faying,  u  The  Lord,  the 
“  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuftering,  and 
abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for 
thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  trahfgreftion  and 
fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  ;  vilit- 
“  ing  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and 
upon  the  childrens  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the 
fourth  generation,”  Exod  xxxiv.  6.  & c.  Another 
wras  external  ;  which  was  that  which  Mofes  faw,  when 
Chrift  palled  by,  and  put  him  in  a  cleft  of  the  rockv 
and  covered  him  with  his  hand,  fo  that  Mofes  faw  his 
back-parts.  What  he  law  was  doubtlels  the  back-parts 
of  a  glorious  human  form,  in  which  Chrift  appealed  td 
him,  and  in  all  likelihood  the  form  of  his  glorified  hu¬ 
man  nature,  in  which  he  ihould  afterwards  appear.  He 
faw  not  his  face  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any 
fnan  could  fubfift  under  a  fight  of  the  glory  of  Chrift’s 
human  nature  as  it  now  appears. 

So  it  was  an  human  form  in  which  Chrift  appeared 
to  the  feventy  elders,  of  which  we  have  an  account,  Ex¬ 
od.  xxiv.  9.  10.  11.  “  Then  went  up  Mofes  and  Aaron, 
Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael. 
And  they  faw  the  God  of  Ifrael  :  and  there  was  un¬ 
der  his  feet,  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  fapphire-ftone, 
and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearnefs. 
And  upon  the  nobles  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  he  laid 
u  not  his  hand  :  alfo  they  faw  God,  and  did  eat  and 
drink.”  So  Chrift  appeared  afterwards  to  Jolhua  in 
the  form  of  the  human  nature,  Jolh.  v.  13.  14.  66  And 
f‘  it  came  to  pafs  when  Jofhua  was  by  Jericho,  he  lift  up 
his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold,  there  flood  a  mart 
over  again  ft  him,  with  his  fword  drawn  in  hi3  hand  : 
and  Jofhua  went  unto  him,  and  faid  unto  him,  Art 
tc  thou  for  us,  or  for  our  adverfaries  ?  And  he  faid. 
Nay,  but  as  captain  of  the  hoft  of  the  Lord  am  I  now 
**  come.”  And  fo  he  appeared  to  Gideon,  judg.  vh 
11.  &c.  and  fo  alfo  to  Manoah,  Judg.  xiii.  17. - 2 1  i 
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Here  Chrift  appeared  to  Manoah  in  a  reprefentation 
both  of  his  incarnation  and  death;  of  his  incarnation, 
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in  that  he  appeared  in  a  human  form  ;  and  of  his 
death  and  fuflerings,  reprefented  by  the  facrifice  of  a 
kid,  and  by  his  afcending  up  in  the  flame  of  the  facri¬ 
fice  ;  intimating,  that  it  was  he  that  was  the  great  facri- 
lice,  that  mu  ft  be  oftered  up  to  God  for  a  fweet  favour, 
in  the  Are  of  his  wrath,  as  that  kid  was  burned  and  af- 
cended  up  in  the  flame.  Chrift  thus  appeared,  time  af¬ 
ter  time,  in  the  form  of  that  nature  he  was  afterwards 
to  take  upon  him  ;  becauie  he  now  appeared  on  the 
fame  deflgn,  and  to  carry  on  the  fame  work,  that  he 
was  to  appear  in  that  nature  to  work  out  and  carry  on. 

XVTL  Another  thing  I  would  mention,  done  in  this 
period  towards  the  work  of  redemption,  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  fucceflion  of  prophets,  and  erecting  a  fchool 
of  the  prophets,  in  Samuel’s  time.  There  was  fome- 
thing  of  this  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  Ifrael  after  Mofes,  be¬ 
fore  Samuel.  Joftiua  and  many  of  the  judges  had  a 
degree  of  it.  Deborah  was  a  prophetefs  ;  and  fome  of 
the  high-priefts  were  infpired  with  this  fpirit ;  particu¬ 
larly  Eli  :  and  that  fpace  of  time  was  not  wholly  without 
inftances  of  thofe  that  were  fet  apart  of  God  efpecially 
to  this  office,  and  fo  were  called  prophets.  Such  an 
one  we  read  of,  judg.  vi.  8.  “  The  Lord  fent  a  prophet 
<c  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  which  faid  unto  them,5’  &c. 
Such  an  one  he  feems  to  have  been  that  we  read  of, 
i  Sam.  ii.  27.  “  And  there  came  a  man  of  God  to  E- 
“  ii,”  &c. 

.  But  there  was  no  fuch  order  of  men  upheld  in  Ifrael 
for  any  conftancy,  before  Samuel ;  the  want  of  it  is  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of  in  1  Sam.  iii.  1.  u  And  the  word  of  the 

Lord  was  precious  in  thofe  days  ;  there  was  no  open 
i(  vi  lion.  ”  But  in  Samuel  there  was  begun  a  fucceflion 
of  prophets,  that  was  maintained  continually  from  that 
time,  at  leaft  with  very  little  interruption,  till  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  prophecy  ceafed,  about  Malaclii’s  time  :  and  there¬ 
fore  Samuel  is  fpoken  of  in  the  New  Teftament  as  the 
beginning  of  this  fucceflion  of  prophets,  Ads  iii.  24. 
u  And  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel,  and  thofe  that 
“  follow  after,  as  many  as  have  fpoken,  have  foretold 
(i  of  tlide  days.”  After  Samuel  was  Nathan,  and  Gad, 
and  Iddo,  and  Ifleman,  and  Afaph,  and  others.  And 
afterwards,  in  the  latter  end  of  Solomons  reign,  we  read 
of  Aliijah  ;  and  in  Jeroboam  and  Ilehoboam’s  time  we 

read 
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read  of  prophets  ;  and  fo  continually  one  prophet  fuc- 
ceeded  another,  till  the  captivity.  We  read  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  thofe  prophets  that  are  inferted  into  the  canon 
of  the  fcriptures,  of  prophets  as  being  a  conftant  order 
of  men  upheld  in  the  land  in  thofe  days  :  and  in  the 
time  of  the  captivity  there  were  prophets  hill,  as  Eze¬ 
kiel  and  Daniel  *,  and  after  the  captivity  there  were  pro-* 
phets,  as  Zechariah,  Haggai,  and  Malachi. 

And  becaufe  God  intended  a  conftant  fucceffion  of 
prophets  from  Samuel’s  time,  therefore  in  his  time  was 
begun  a  fchool  of  the  prophets  ;  that  is,  a  fchool  of 
young  men,  that  were  trained  up  under  fome  great  pro¬ 
phet,  who  was  their  matter  and  teacher  in  the  ftudy  of 
divine  things,  and  the  practice  of  holinefs,  to  fit  them 
for  this  office  as  God  ihould  call  them  to  it.  Thole 
young  men  that  belonged  to  thefe  fchools,  were  called 
the  Jons  of  the  prophets  *,  and  oftentimes  they  are  called 
prophets .  Thefe  at  firft  were  under  the  tuition  of  Sa¬ 
muel.  Thus  we  read  of  Samuel’s  being  appointed  over 
them,  i  Sam.  xix.  20.  u  And  when  they  faw  the  com- 
<c  pany  of  prophets  prophefying,  and  Samuel  handing 
ci  as  appointed  over  them.”  The  company  of  prophets 
that  we  read  of  1  Sam.  x.  5.  were  the  fame.  Afterwards 
we  read  of  their  being  under  Elijah.  Elifha  was  one  of 
his  fons  *,  but  he  defined  to  have  a  double  portion  of  his 
fpirit,  as  his  fucceffior,  as  his  firft-born,  as  the  elded  Ion 
was  wont  to  have  a  double  portion  of  the  eftate  of  his 
father  ;  and  therefore  the  fons  of  the  prophets,  when 
they  perceived  that  the  fpirit  of  Elijah  refted  on  Elifha, 
fubmitted  themfelves  to  him,  and  owned  him  for  their 
matter,  as  they  had  done  Elijah  before  him  *,  as  you 
may  fee,  2  Kings  ii.  15.  u  And  when  the  fons  of  the 
“  prophets  which  were  to  view  at  Jericho,  faw  him, 
they  faid,  The  fpirit  of  Elijah  doth  reft  on  Elifha.  And 
a  they  bowed  themfelves  to  the  ground  before  him.” 

And  fo  after  this  Elifha  was  their  matter  or  teacher ; 
he  had  the  care  and  inftruction  of  them ;  as  you  may 
fee,  2  Kings  iv.  38.  “  And  Elifha  came  again  to  Gilgal, 
4‘  and  there  was  a  dearth  in  the  land,  and  the  fons  of 
“  the  prophets  were  fitting  before  him  :  and  lie  faid  un« 
u  to  his  fervant,  Set  on  the  great  pot,  and  feethe  pot- 
tage  for  the  fons  of  the  prophets.”  In  Elijah’s  and 
Elifha’s  time,  there  were  fcveral  places  where  there  re- 
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frded  companies  of  thefe  Tons  of  the  prophets  ;  as  there 
was  one  at  Bethel,  and  another  at  Jericho,  and  ano¬ 
ther  at  Gilgal,  unlefs  that  at  Gilgal  and  Jericho  were  the 
fame:  and  poffibly  that  which  is  called  the  college , 
where  the  prophetefs  Huldah  redded,  was  another  at  Je- 
rufalem  ;  fee  2  Kings  xxii.  14.  It  is  there  faid  of  Hul- 
dah  the  prophetefs,  that  “  hie  dwelt  in  Jerufalem,  in  the 
<<r  college.”  They  had  houfes  built,  where  they  ufed  to 
dwell  together  ;  and  therefore  thofe  at  Jericho  being 
multiplied,  and  finding  their  houfe  too  little  for  them, 
defired  leave  of  their  mailer  and  teacher  Elifha,  that 
they  might  go  and  hew  timber  to  build  a  bigger ;  as 
you  may  fee,  2  Kings  vi.  1.  2. 

At  fome  times  there  were  numbers  of  thefe  fons  of 
the  prophets  in  Ifrael ;  for  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  it  is  faid,  that  Obadiah  took  an 
hundred  of  them,  and  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave, 
1  Kings  xviii.  4. 

Thefe  fchools  of  the  prophets  being  fet  up  by  Samuel, 
and  afterwards  kept  up  by  fuch  great  prophets  as  Eli¬ 
jah  and  Elifha,  muff  be  of  divine  appointment ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  we  find,  that  thofe  fons  of  the  prophets  were 
often  favoured  with  a  degree  of  infpiration,  while  they 
continued  under  tuition  in  the  fchools  of  the  prophets  \ 
and  God  commonly,  when  he  called  any  prophet  to  the 
conflant  exercile  of  the  prophetical  office,  and  to  fome 
extraordinary  fervice,  took  them  out  of  thefe  fchools  ; — 
though  not  univerfally.  Hence  the  prophet  Amos,  fpeak- 
ing  of  his  being  called  to  the  prophetical  office,  fays,  that 
he  Was  one  that  had  not  been  educated  in  the  fchools  of 
the  prophets,  and  was  not  one  of  the  fons  of  the  pro¬ 
phets,  Amos  vii.  14.  19.  But  Amos’s  taking  notice  of 
it  as  remarkable,  that  he  fhould  be  called  to  be  a  pro¬ 
phet  that  had  not  been  educated  at  the  fchools  of  the 
prophets,  fhows  that  it  was  God’s  ordinary  manner  td 
take  his  prophets  out  of  thefe  fchools  ;  for  therein  he 
did  but  blefs  his  own  inftitution. 

Now  this  remarkable  difpenfation  of  Providence  that 
wc  are  upon,  viz.  God’s  beginning  a  conflant  fucceffiort 
of  prophets  in  Samuel’s  time,  that  was  to  laft  for  many 
ages;  and  to  that  end,  eftablifhing  a  fchool  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  under  Samuel,  thenceforward  to  be  continued  iit 
Ifrael,  was  a  flep  that  God  took  in  that  great  affair  of 
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redemption  that  we  are  upon*  For  the  main  bufinefs  of 
this  fucceftion  of  prophets  was,  to  forefhow  Chrift,  and 
the  glorious  redemption  that  he  was  to  accomplifh,  and 
fo  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming ;  as  appears  by  that 
forementioned  place,  A6ts  iii.  24.  and  by  Acts  x.  43. 
iC  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs  •”  and  by  Adts 
iii..  18.  <c  But  thofe  things  which  God  before  had  fhew- 
tC  ed  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Chrift 
4C  fhould  fuffer,  he  hath  fo  fulfilled.” 

As  I  obferved  before,  the  Old-Teftament  time  was 
like  a  time  of  night,  wherein  the  church  was  not  wholly 
without  light,  but  had  not  the  light  of  the  fun  diredlly, 
but  as  reflected  from  the  Bars.  Now  thefe  prophets 
were  the  ftars  that  reflected  the  light  of  the  fun  ;  and 
accordingly  they  fpoke  abundantly  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
appears  by  what  we  have  of  their  prophecies  in  writing. 
And  they  made  it  very  much  their  bufinefs,  when  they 
ftudied  in  their  fchools  or  colleges,  and  elfewhere,  to 
fearch  out  the  work  of  redemption  ;  agreeable  to  what 
the  apoftle  Peter  fays  of  them,  1  Pet.  i.  10.  11.  “  Of 
which  falvation  the  prophets  have  enquired,  and 
fc  fearched  diligently,  who  prophefied  of  the  grace  that 
<c  fhould  come  unto  you  ;  fearching  what,  or  what  man- 
tc  ner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  was  in  them  did 
“  flgnify,  when  it  teftified  beforehand  the  fuflerings  of 
€c  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow.”  We  are 
told,  that  the  church  of  the  Redeemer  is  built  on  the 
foundation  of  the  prophets  and  apoftles,  the  Redeemer 
himfelf  being  the  chief  corner-ftone,  Eph.  ii.  20. 

This  was  the  firft  thing  of  the  nature  that  ever  was 
done  in  the  world }  and  it  was  a  great  thing  that  God 
did  towards  further  advancing  this  great  building  of  re¬ 
demption.  There  had  been  before  occaftonal  prophe¬ 
cies  of  Chrift,  as  was  fhown  ;  but  now  the  time  drawing 
nearer  when  the  Redeemer  fhould  come,  it  pleafed  God 
to  appoint  a  certain  order  of  men,  in  conftant  fuccefiion, 
whofe  main  bufinefs  it  fhould  be,  to  forefhow  Chrift 
and  his  redemption,  and  as  his  forerunners  to  prepare 
the  way  for  his  coming  ;  and  God  eftablifhed  fchools, 
wherein  multitudes  were  inftru&ed  and  trained  up  to 
that  end,  Rev.  xix.  10.  “I  am  thy  feliow-fervant,  and 
<c  of  thy  brethren  that  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  ; 
for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.?* 
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From  David  to  the  Babyloni/lo  captivity • 


fCoME  now  to  the  fifth  period  of  the  times  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  beginning  with  David ,  and  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  Babyloizifh  captivity  ;  and  would  now  proceed 
to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on 
through  this  period  alfo.- — — And  here, 

I,  The  hr  If  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of,  is  God’s  a- 
nointing  that  perfon  that  was  to  be  the  anceftor  of 
Chrift,  to  be  king  over  his  people.  The  difpenfations 
of  Providence  that  have  been  taken  notice  of  through 
the  laft  period,  from  Mofes  to  this  time,  refpexft  the 
people  whence  Chrift  was  to  proceed.  But  now  the 
feripture-hiftory  leads  us  to  conftder  God’s  providence 
towards  that  particular  perfon  whence  Chrift  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  viz.  David.  It  pleaded  God  at  this  time  remark¬ 
ably  to  felect  out  that  peri  on  of  whom  Chrift  was  to 
come,  from  all  the  thoufands  of  Ifraei,  and  to  put  a  moft 
honourable  mark  of  diftinction  upon  him,  by  anointing 
him  to  be  king  over  his  people.  It  was  only  God  that 
could  find  him  out.  His  father’s  houfe  is  fpoken  of  as 
being  little  in  Ifraei,  and  he  was  the  youngeft  of  all  the 
fons  of  his  father,  and  was  leaft  expefied  to  be  the  man 
that  God  had  chofen,  by  Samuel.  God  had  before,  in 
the  former  ages  of  the  world,  remarkably  diftinguiihed 
the  perfons  from  whom  Chrift  was  to  come  ;  as  he  did 
Seth,  and  Noah,  and  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob. 
But  the  laft  that  we  have  any  account  of  God’s  marking 
out  in  any  notable  manner,  the  very  perfon  of  whom 
Chrift  was  to  come,  was  in  Jacob’s  blefting  his  fon  Ju¬ 
dah  ;  unlcfs  we  reckon  Nahfhon’s  advancement  in  the 
wiidernefs  to  be  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  But 
this  diftinction  of  the  perfon  ot  whom  Chrift  was  to 
come,  in  David,  was  very  honourable  ;  for  it  was  Gods 
anointing  him  to  be  king  over  his  people.  And  there 
was  fomething  further  denoted  by  David  s  anointing, 
than  was  in  the  anointing  of  Saul.  God  anointed 
Saul  to  be  king  perfo nally  ;  but  God  intended  fome¬ 
thing  further  by  fending  Samuel  to  anoint  David,  viz. 
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to  eftablilh  the  crown  of  Ifrael  in  him  and  in  his  family, 
as  long  as  Iirael  continued  to  be  a  kingdom  ;  and  not 
only  lb,  but  what  was  infinitely  more  Itill,  eftablifliing 
the  crown  of  his  univerlal  church,  his  ipiritual  Ifiael, 
in  his  feed,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  throughout  all 

eternity. 

This  was  a  great  difpenfation  of  God,  and  a  great 
ftep  taken  towards  a  further  advancing  of  the  work  of 
redemption,  according  as  the  time  drew  near  wherein 
Chrift -was  to  come.  David,  as  he  was  the  anceftor  of 
Chrift,  fo  he  was  the  greateft  perfonal  type  of  Chrift  of 
all  under  the  Old  Teftajment.  1  lie  types  of  Chrift  were 
of  three  forts;  types  of  inftitution,  or  inftituted  types, 
and  providential,  and  perfonal  types.  llie  ordinance 
of  facrificing  was  the  greateft  of  the  inftituted  types  ; 
and  the  redemption  out  of  Egypt  was  the  greateft  of  the 
providential  types  ;  and  David  the  greateft  of  the  per¬ 
fonal  types.  Hence  Chrift  is  often  called  David  in  the 
prophecies  of  feripture  ;  as  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23*  24*  <(  And 
iC  I  will  fet  up  one  fhepherd  over  them,  and  he  lhall 
*£  feed  them,  even  my  fervant  David;—- My  fervant  Da- 
Cc  vid  a  prince  among  them  ;”  and  lo  in  many  other 
places  :  and  he  is  very  often  fpoken  of  as  the  feed  of 

David,  and  the  fon  of  David. 

David  being  the  anceftor  and  great  type  of  Chrift,  his 
being  folemnly  anointed  by  God  to  be  king  over  his 
people,  that  the  kingdom  of  his  church  might  be  conti¬ 
nued  in  his  family  for  ever,  may  in  fome  refpefts  be 
looked  on  as  an  anointing  of  Chrift  himfelf.  Chrift 
was  as  it  were  anointed  in  him  ;  and  therefore  Chrift  s 
anointing  and  David’s  anointing  are  fpoken  of  under 
one  in  feripture,  as  Pfal.  lxxxix.  20.  “  I  have  found 
<c  David  my  lervant ;  with  my  holy  oil  have  I  anointed 
“  him.”  And  David’s  throne  and  Chrift’s  are  fpoken 
of  as  one  :  Luke  i.  32.  “  And  the  Lord  lhall  give  him 
“  the  throne  of  his  father  David.”  A£fs  ii.  30.  ((  Da¬ 
te  vid — knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath  to 

him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the 
«  fteih,  he  would  raife  up  Chrift  to  lit  on  his  throne.” 

Thus  God’s  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  his  (church 
in  the  houfe  of  David,  was,  as  it  were,  a  new  eftablifh- 
ing  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ;  the  beginning  of  it  in  a 
ftate  of  fuch  viability  as  it  thenceforward  continued  in, 
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It  was  as  it  were  God’s  planting  the  root,  whence  that 
branch  of  righteoufnefs  was  afterwards  to  fpring  up, 
that  was  to  be  the  everlafting  king  of  his  church  ;  and 
therefore  this  everlafting  king  is  called  the  branch  from 
the  fern  of  Jeffe .  If.  xi.  i.  “  And  there  lhall  come 
“  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  ftem  of  Jeffe,  and  a  branch 

lhall  grow  out  of  his  roots.”  Jer.  xxiii.  5.  “  Behold, 
<c  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  raife  up  un- 

to  David  a  righteous  branch,  and  a  king  ftiall  reign 
tc  and  profpeg.”  So  chap,  xxxiii.  15.  “  In  thofe  days, 
* ‘  and  at  that  time,  I  will  caufe  the  branch  of  righteouf- 
te  nefs  to  grow  up  unto  David,  and  he  lhall  execute 
“  judgement  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  land.”  So  Chrift, 
in  the  New  Teftament,  is  called  the  root  and  of  spring  of 
David ,  Rev.  xxift  \  6. 

It  is  ohfervable,  that  God  anointed  David  after  Saul 
to  reign  in  his  room.  He  took  away  the  crown  from 
him  and  his  family,  who  was  higher  in  ftature  than  any 
of  his  people,  and.  was  in  their  eyes  fitted:  to  bear  rule, 
to  give  it  to  David,  who  was  low  of  ftature,  and  in  com* 
parifon,  of  defpicable  appearance  :  fo  God  was  pleafed 
to  fhow  how  Chrift,  who  appeared  defpicable,  without 
form  or  cornel inefs,  and  was  clefpifecl  and  rejected  of 
men,  lliould  take  the  kingdom  from  the  great  ones  of 
the  earth.  And  alfo  it  is  obfervable,  that  David  was  the 
youngeft  of  Jefie’s  Ions,  as  Jacob  the  younger  brother 
luppl anted  Efau,  and  got  the  birthright  and  bleffing 
from  him  :  and  as  Pharez,  brother  of  Chrift’s  anceftor, 
fupplanted  Zarah  in  the  birth  ;  and  as  Ifaac,  another  of 
the  anceftors  of  Chrift,  caft  out  his  elder  brother  Ilh- 
mael  ;  thus  was  that  frequent  faying  of  Chrift  fulfilled, 
“  The  laft  lhall  be  firft,  and  the  fir  ft  laft.” 

II.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God’s  fo  pre¬ 
ferring  David’s  file,  by  a  feries  of  wonderful  provi¬ 
dences,  till  Saul’s  death.  I  before  took  notice  of  the 
wonderful  preservation  of  other  particular  perfons  that 
were  the  anceftors  of  Chrift  ;  as  Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
Jacob  5  and  have  obferved  how,  in  that  Chrift  the  great 
Redeemer  was  to  proceed  from  them,  that  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  the  work  of  redemption  itfelf  may  be  looked 
upon  as  preferred  from  being  defeated,  and  the  whole 
C'hurch,  which  is  redeemed  through  him,  from  being 
(Overthrown.  But  the  prefervation  of  David  was  no  lefs 
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remarkable  than  that  of  any  others  that  have  been  al¬ 
ready  taken  notice  of.  How  often  was  it  fo,  that  there 
was  but  a  ftep  between  him  and  death.  1  he  flrft  in^ 
fiance  of  it  we  have  in  his  encountering  a  lion  and  a 
bear,  when  they  had  caught  a  lamb  out  of  his  flock, 
which,  without  miraculous  afliftance,  could  at  once  have 
rent  this  young  {tripling  in  pieces,  as  they  could  the  lamb 
that  he  delivered  from  them  :  fo  afterwards  the  root  and 
offspring  of  David  was  preferred  from  the  roaring  lion 
that  goes  about  feeking  whom  he  may  devour,  and  con¬ 
quered  him,  and  refcued  the  poor  louls  of  men,  that 
were  as  lambs  in  the  mouth  of  this  lion.  Another  re¬ 
markable  inflance  was,  in  preferving  him  from  that 
mighty  giant  Goliath,  who  was  ftrong  enough  to  have 
taken  him,  and  picked  him  to  pieces  with  his  fingers, 
and  given  his  flefli  to  the  beads  oi  the  field,  and  to  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  as  he  threatened  him  :  but  God  pre¬ 
ferred  him  from  him,  and  gave  him  the  victory  over 
him,  fo  that  he  cut  off  his  head  with  his  own  fword, 
and  made  him  therein  the  deliverer  of  his  people  ;  as 
Chrift  flew  the  fpiritual  Goliath  with  his  own  weapon, 
the  crofs,  and  fo  delivered  his  people.  And  how  re¬ 
markably  did  God  preferve  him  from  being  flain  by 
Saul,  when  he  firft  fought  his  life,  by  giving  him  his 
daughter  to  be  a  fnare  to  him,  that  the  hand  of  the 
Philiftines  might  be  upon  him,  requiring  him  to  pay  for 
her  by  an  hundred  forefkins  of  the  Philiftines,  that  fo 
his  life  might  be  expofed  to  them  *,  and  in  preferving 
him  afterwards,  when  Saul  fpake  to  Jonathan,  and  to 
all  his  fervants,  to  kill  David  ;  and  in  inclining  Jonathan, 
inftead  of  his  killing  him,  as  his  father  bade  him,  to  love 
him  as  his  own  foul,  and  to  be  a  great  inftrument  of  his 
prefervation,  even  fo  as  to  expofe  his  own  life  to  pre¬ 
ferve  David  ;  though  one  would  have  thought  that  none 
would  have  been  more  willing  to  have  David  killed  than 
Jonathan,  feeing  that  he  was  competitor  with  him  for 
his  father’s  crown  *,  and  again  faving  him,  when  Saul 
threw  a  javelin  at  him  to  finite  him  even  to  the  wall ; 
and  again  preferving  him,  when  he  fent  meflengers  to 
his  houfe,  to  watch  him,  and  to  kill  him,  when  Michal 
Saul’s  daughter  let  him  down  through  a  window  *,  and 
when  he  afterwards  fent  meflengers,  once  and  again,  to 
Naioth  in  Hamah,  to  take  him,  and  they  were  remark- 
d  -  M  2  *  ably 
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ably  prevented  time  after  time,  by  being  feized  with  mi¬ 
raculous  impreffions  of  the  fpirit  of  God  •,  and  after¬ 
wards,  when  Saul,  being  refolute  in  the  affair,  went 
himfelf,  he  alfo  was  among  the  prophets  :  and  after 
this,  how  wonderfully  was  David’s  life  preferved  at 
Gath  among  the  Philiftines,  when  he  went  to  Achifh 
the  king  of  Gath,  and  was  there  in  the  hands  of  the 
Philiftines,  who,  one  would  have  thought,  would  have 
difpatched  him  at  once,  he  having  fo  much  provoked 
them  by  his  exploits  againfc  them  :  and  he  was  again 
wonderfully  preferved  atKeilah,  when  he  had  entered  in¬ 
to  a  fenced  town,  where  Saul  thought  he  was  fure  of  him. 
And  how  wonderfully  was  he  preferved  from  Saul,  when 
he  purfued  and  hunted  him  in  the  mountains  ?  How 
remarkably  did  God  deliver  him  in  the  wildernefs  of 
Maon  when  Saul  and  his  army  were  comparing  David 
about  ?  How  was  he  delivered  in  the  cave  of  Engedi, 
when,  inhead  of  Saul’s  killing  David,  God  delivered 
Saul  into  his  hands  in  the  cave,  and  he  cut  off  his  fkirt, 
and  might  as  eafily  have  cut  off  his  head  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  delivering  him  in  like  manner  in  the  wildernefs 
of  Ziph  ;  and  afterwards  again  prelerving  him  in  the 
land  of  the  Philiftines,  though  David  had  fought  againft 
the  Philiftines,  and  conquered  them  at  Keilah,  fince  he 
was  laft  among  them  ;  which  one  would  think,  would 
have  been  fufficient  warning  to  them  not  to  truft  him, 
or  let  him  efcape  a  lecond  time,  if  ever  they  had  him  in 
their  hands  again  ,  but  yet  now,  when  they  had  a  le¬ 
cond  opportunity,  God  wonderfully  turned  their  hearts 
to  him  to  befriend  and  protect  him,  inftead  of  destroy¬ 
ing  him. 

Thus  was  the  precious  feed  that  virtually  contained 
the  Redeemer,  and  all  the  bleftings  of  his  redemption, 
wonderfully  preferved,  when  hell  and  earth  were  conn 
ipired  againft  it  to  deitroy  it.  How  often  does  David 
himfelf  take  notice  of  this,  with  praife  and  admiration, 
in  the  book  of  Pfalms  ? 

III.  About  this  time,  the  written  word  of  God,  or 
the  canon  of  feripture,  was  added  to  by  Samuel.  I  have 
before  oblerved,  how  that  the  canon  oi  the  feripture 
was  begun,  and  the  firft  written  word  of  God,  the  ftrft 
written  rule  of  faith  and  manners  that  ever  was,  was  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  church  about  Moles’s  time  :  and  many,  and 
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I  know  not  but  mofl  divines,  think  it  was  added  to  by 
Jofhua,  and  that  he  wrote  the  laft  chapter  of  Deutero¬ 
nomy,  and  mod:  of  the  book  of  Jofhua.  Others  think 
that  Jofhua,  Judges,  Ruth,  and  part  of  the  firft  book  of 
Samuel,  were  written  by  Samuel.  However  that  was, 
this  wc  have  good  evidence  of,  that  Samuel  made  an 
addition  to  the  canon  of  fcripture  ;  for  Samuel  is  ma- 
nifeftly  mentioned  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  one  of  the 
prophets  wliofe  writings  we  have  in  the  fcriptures,  in 
that  forementioned  Adts  iii.  24.  u  Yea  and  all  the  pro- 
<c  phets  from  Samuel,  and  thofe  that  follow  after,  as 

many  as  have  fpoken,  have  like  wife  foretold  of  thefe 
“  days.”  By  that  expreflion,  “  as  many  as  have  fpoken,” 
cannot  be  meant,  as  many  as  have  fpoken  by  word  of 
mouth  ;  for  never  was  any  prophet  but  what  did  that  : 
but  the  meaning  mud:  be,  as  many  as  have  fpoken  by 
writing,  fo  that  what  they  have  fpoken  has  come  down 
to  us,  that  we  may  fee  what  it  is. 

And  the  way  that  Samuel  fpoke  of  thefe  times  of 
Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  was  by  giving  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
things  that  typified  them,  and  pointed  to  them,  particu¬ 
larly  the  things  concerning  David  that  he  wrote.  The 
Spirit  of  God  moved  him  to  commit  thofe  things  to  wri¬ 
ting,  chiefly  for  that  reafon,  becaufe  they  pointed  to 
Chrift,  and  the  times  of  the  gofpel  ;  and,  as  was  laid  be¬ 
fore,  this  was  the  main  bufinefs  of  all  that  fucceffion  of 
prophets,  that  began  in  Samuel,  to  forefhow  thofe  times. 

That  Samuel  added  to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures 
feems  further  to  appear  from  1  Chron.  xxix.  29.  “  Now 
“  the  adts  of  David  the  king,  firft  and  laft,  behold,  they 
<c  are  written  in  the  book  of  Samuel  the  feer.” 

Whether  the  book  of  Jofhua  was  written  by  Samuel 
or  not,  yet  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  divines,  that  the 
books  of  Judges,  and  Ruth,  and  part  of  the  firft  book  of 
Samuel,  were  penned  by  him.  The  book  of  Ruth  was 
penned  for  that  reafon,  becaufe  though  it  feemed  to 
treat  of  private  affairs,  yet  the  perfons  chiefly  fpoken  of 
in  that  book  were  of  the  family  whence  David  and 
Chrift  proceeded,  and  fo  pointed  to  what  the  apoftle  Pe¬ 
ter  obferved  of  Samuel  and  the  other  prophets,  in  the 
3d  chapter  of  Adis.  The  thus  adding  to  the  canon  of 
the  fcriptures,  the  great  and  main  inftrument  of  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  redemption,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fur¬ 
ther 
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tlier  carrying  on  of  that  work,  and  an  addition  made  to 
that  great  building. 

IV.  Another  thing  God  did  towards  this  work,  at 
that  time,  was  his  infpiring  David  to  fhow  forth  Chrift 
and  his  redemption,  in  divine  fongs,  which  fhould  be 
for  the  life  of  the  church,  in  public  worfhip,  throughout 
all  ages.  David  was  himfelf  endued  with  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy.  He  is  called  a  prophet ,  A£ts  ii.  29.  30.  “  Let 

me  freely  fpeak  to  you  of  the  patriarch  David,  that 
“  he  is  both  dead  and  buried,  and  his  fepulchre  is  with 
“  us  unto  this  day  :  therefore  being  a  prophet,  and 
f<  knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath,”  See.  So 
that  herein  he  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  that  he  was  both  a 
prophet  and  a  king.  We  have  no  certain  account  of 
the  time  when  David  was  fir  ft  endued  with  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  ;  but  it  is  manifeft,  that  it  either  was  at  the 
time  that  Samuel  anointed  him,  or  very  foori  after  ;  for 
he  appears  foon  after  acted  by  this  fpirit,  in  the  affair  of 
Gabith  :  and  then  great  part  of  the  pfalms  were  pen¬ 
ned  in  the  time  of  his  troubles,  before  he  came  to  the 
crown  ;  as  might  be  made  manifeft  by  an  induction  of 
particulars. 

The  oil  that  was  ufed  in  anointing  David  was  a  type 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  the  type  and  the  antetype 
were  given  both  together  ;  as  we  are  told,  1  Sam.  xvi. 
13.  “  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed 
<c  him  in  the  midft  of  his  brethren  *,  and  the  fpirit  of 
“  the  Lord  came  upon  David  from  that  day  forward 
and  it  is  probable,  that  it  now  came  upon  him  in  its  pro¬ 
phetical  influences. 

The  way  that  this  fpirit  influenced  him  was,  to  infpirc 
him  to  fhow  forth  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  things  of  his 
redemption,  in  divine  fongs,  fweetly  expreffing  the 
breathings  of  a  pious  foul  full  of  admiration  of  the- 
glorious  things  of  the  Redeemer,  inflamed  with  divine 
love,  and  lifted  up  with  praife  ;  and  therefore  he  is  call¬ 
ed  the  fiveet  pfalmtji  of  Ifrael.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  1.  Now 
“  thefe  be  the  laft  words  of  David  :  David  the  Ion  of 
i(  Jefie  faid,  and  the  man  who  was  railed  up  on  high, 
<(  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  the  fweet 
*c  pfalmift  of  Ifrael.”  The  main  fubjects  of  thefe  fweet 
fongs  were  the  glorious  things  of  the  gofpel ;  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  by  the  interpretation  that  is.  often  put  upon  them. 
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and  the  ufe  that  is  made  of  them  in  the  New  Teftament : 
for  there  is  no  one  book  of  the  Old  Teftament  that  is. 
fo  often  quoted  in  the  New,  as  the  book  of  Pfalms. 
Joyfully  did  this  holy  man  ling  of  tliofe  great  things  of 
Chrift’s  redemption,  that  had  been  the  hope  and  expec¬ 
tation  of  God’s  church  and  people  from  the  beginning 
‘'.of  the  church  of  God  on  earth  ;  and  joyfully  did  others 
follow  him  in  it,  as  Afaph,  Heman,  Ethan,  and  others ; 
for  the  book  of  Pfalms  was  not  all  penned  bv  David, 
though  the  greater  part  of  it  was.  Hereby  the  canon  of 
fcripture  was  further  added  to  ;  and  an  excellent  por¬ 
tion  of  divine  writ  was  it  that  was  added. 

This  was  a  great  advancement  that  God  made  in  this 
building  ;  and  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  had  been 
gradually  growing  from  the  fall,  was  exceedingly  increa- 
fed  by  it :  for  whereas  before  there  was  but  here  and 
there  a  prophecy  given  of  Chrift  in  a  great  many  ages, 
now  here  Chrift  is  fpoken  of  by  his  anceftor  David  a- 
bundantly,  in  multitudes  of  fongs,  fpeaking  of  his  incar¬ 
nation,  life,  death,  refurreftion,  afcenfion  into  heaven, 
his  fatisfaction,  interceffion ;  his  prophetical,  kingly, 
and  prieftly  office  ;  his  glorious  benefits  in  this  life  and 
that  which  is  to  come  ;  his  union  with  the  church,  and 
the  bleffednefs  of  the  church  in  him  ;  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles,  the  future  glory  of  the  church  near  the  end  of 
the  world,  and  Chrift’s  coming  to  the  final  judgement. 
All  thefe  things,  and  many  more,  concerning  Chrift  and 
his  redemption,  are  abundantly  fpoken  of*  in  the  book 
of  Pfalms. 

This  was  alfo  a  glorious  advancement  of  the  affair  of 
redemption,  as  God  hereby  gave  his  church  a  book  of 
divine  longs  for  their  ufe  in  that  part  of  their  public 
worftiip,  viz.  finging  his  praifes,  throughout  all  ages  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  It  is  manifeft  the  book  of  Pfalms 
was  given  of  God  for  this  end.  It  was  uled  in  the 
church  of  Ifrael  by  God’s  appointment :  this  is  manifeft 
by  the  title  of  many  of  the  pfalms,  in  which  they  are  in- 
icribed  to  the  chiel  mufician,  i.  e .  to  the  man  that  was 
appointed  to  be  the  leader  of  divine  fongs  in  the  temple, 
in  the  public  worftiip  of  Ifrael.  So  David  is  called  the 
fweet  pfahniji  of  Ifrael ,  becaufe  he  penned  pfalms  for  the 
ufe  of  tne  church  of  Ifrael ;  and  accordingly  we  have 
&n  account  that  they  were  actually  made  ufe  of  in  the 

church 


A  HISTORY  of 


Period  I. 


church  of  Ifrael  for  that  end,  even  ages  aftei;  David  was 
dead  ;  as  2  Chron.  xxix.  30.  c<  Moreover,  Hezekiah  the 
(c  king,  and  the  princes,  commanded  the  Levites  to  fing 
tc  praifes  unto  the  Lord,  with  the  words  of  David,  and  of 
«  Afaph  the  feer.”  And  we  find  that  the  fame  are  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  New  Teflament  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Chriftian  church,  in  their  worfhip  :  Eph.  v.  19.  “  Speak - 
“  ing  to  yourfelves  in  pfalms>  hymns,  and  fpiritual 
“  fongs.”  Col.  iii.  16.  “  Admoniihing  one  another  in 
“  pfalms ,  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs.”  And  fo  they 
have  been,  and  will  to  the  end  of  the  world  be  made  ufe 
of  in  the  church  to  celebrate  the  prailes  of  God.  The 
people  of  God  were  wont  fometimes  to  worfhip  God  by 
fxnging  fongs  to  his  praife  before  \  as  they  did  at  the 
Red  fea  ;  and  they  had  Mofes’s  prophetical  long,  in  the 
3  2d  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  committed  to  them  for 
that  end  ;  and  Deborah,  and  Barak,  and  Hannah,  fung 
praifes  to  God  :  but  now  firft  did  God  commit  to  his 
church  a  book  of  divine  fongs  for  their  conftant  ule. 

V.  Then  ext  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s 
actually  exalting  David  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  opposition  made  to  it.  God  was  de¬ 
termined  to  do  it,  and  he  made  every  thing  give  place 
that  hood  in  the  way  of  it.  He  removed  Saul  and  his 
fons  out  of  the  way  j  and  firft  fet  David  over  the  tribe  of 
Judah  ;  and  then,  having  removed  Ifhbofheth,  fet  him 
over  all  Ifrael  Thus  did  God  fulfil  his  word  to  David. 
He  took  him  from  the  fheep-cote,  and  made  him  king 
over  his  people  Ifrael,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  70.  71.  And  now 
the  throne  of  Ifrael  was  eftablifhed  in  that  family  in 
which  it  was  to  continue  for  ever,  even  for  ever  and  ever. 

VI.  Now  firft  it  was  that  God  proceeded  to  chufe  a 
particular  city  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  to  place  his 
name  there.  There  is  feveral  times  mention  made  in 
the  law  of  Moles,  of  the  children  of  Ifrael’s  bringing 
their  oblations  to  the  place  which  God  fhould  chufe  ; 
as  Deut.  xii.  5.  6.  7.  and  io  in  many  other  places  ;  but 
God  had  never  proceeded  to  do  it  till  now.  The  ta¬ 
bernacle  and  ark  were  never  fixed,  but  fometimes  in  one 
place,  and  fometimes  in  another  ;  but  now  God  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  chufe  Jerufalem.  The  city  of  Jerufalem  was 
never  thoroughly  conquered,  or  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Jebufites,  till  David’s  time.  It  is  faid  in  Jofhua 
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xv.  63.  (c  As  for  the  Jebuftes,  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
(e  falem,  the  children  of  Judah  could  not  drive  them 
i(  out :  but  the  Jebuiites  dwell  with  the  children  of  Ju- 
eC  dah  at  Jerufalem  unto  this  day.”  But  now  David 
wholly  fubdued  it,  as  we  have  an  account  in  2  Sam.  v. 
And  now  God  proceeded  to  chufe  that  city  to  place  his 
name  there,  as  appears  by  David’s  bringing  up  the  ark 
thither  foon  after  *,  and  therefore  this  is  mentioned  after¬ 
wards  as  the  firft  time  God  proceeded  to  chufe  a  city  to 
place  his  name  there,  2  Chron.  vi.  5.  6.  and  chap.  xii. 
13.  Afterwards  God  proceeded  to  fhow  David  the 
very  place  where  he  would  have  his  temple  built,  viz.  in 
the  threfhing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebufite. 

This  city  of  Jerufalem  is  therefore  called  the  holy  city  ; 
and  it  was  the  greateft  type  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in 
all  the  Old  Teftament.  It  was  redeemed  by  David,  the 
captain  of  the  liofts  of  Ifrael,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Jebuzites,  to  be  God’s  city,  the  holy  place  of  his  refb 
for  ever,  where  he  would  dwell ;  as  Chrilt,  the  captain 
of  his  people’s  falvation,  redeems  his  church  out  of  the 
hands  of  devils*  to  be  his  holy  and  beloved  city.  And 
therefore  how  often  does  the  fcripture,  when  fpeaking 
of  ChrifVs  redemption  of  his  church,  call  it  by  the 
names  of  Zion  and  Jerufalem  ?  This  was  the  city  that 
God  had  appointed  to  be  the  place  of  the  firft  gather¬ 
ing  and  erecting  of  the  Chriftian  church  after  Chrift’s 
refurrection,  of  that  remarkable  powering  out  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  on  the  apoftles  and  primitive  Chriftians, 
and  the  place  whence  the  gofpel  was  to  found  forth  in¬ 
to  all  the  world  ;  the  place  of  the  firfh  Chriftian  church, 
that  was  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  mother  of  all  other 
churches  through  the  world  ;  agreeable  to  that  prophe¬ 
cy,  If  ii.  3.  4.  “  Out  of  Zion  fhall  go  forth  the  law, 
u  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem  :  and  he 
u  {hall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  lhall  rebuke  rna- 
u  ny  people,”  &c. 

Thus  God  chofe  Mount  Sion  whence  the  gofpel  was 
to  be  founded  forth,  as  the  law  had  been  from  Mount 
Sinai. 

VII.  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  here,  is  God’s 
folemnly  renewing  the  covenant  of  grace  with  David, 
and  promifng  that  the  Mefiah  fhould  be  of  his  feed. 
We  have  an  account  of  it  in  the  7th  chapter  of  the  fe- 
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cond  book  of  Samnel.  It  was  done  on  occafton  of  the 
thoughts  David  entertained  of  building  God  an  houfe. 
On  this  occafion  God  fends  Nathan  the  prophet  to  him, 
with  the  glorious  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

'  It  is  efpecially  contained  in  thefe  words  in  the  1 6th  verfe ; 
And  thy  houfe  and  thy  kingdom  fhall  be  eftablifhed 
for  ever  before  thee  ;  thy  throne  fliall  be  eftablifhed 
for  ever.”  Which  promife  has  refpedl  to  Chrift,  the 
feed  of  David,  and  is  fulfilled  in  him  only  :  for  the 
kingdom  of  David  has  long  fmce  ceafed,  any  other- 
wife  than  as  it  is  upheld  in  Chrift.  The  temporal  king¬ 
dom  of  the  houfe  of  David  has  now  ceafed  for  a  great 
many  ages  ;  much  longer  than  ever  it  flood. 

That  this  covenant  that  God  now  eftablifhed  with 
David  by  Nathan  the  prophet,  was  the  covenant  of 
grace,  is  evident  by  the  plain  teftimony  of  fcripture, 
in  If.  lv.  i.  2.  3*  There  we  have  Chrift  inviting  fin- 
ners  to  come  to  the  waters,  &c.  And  in  the  3d  verfe, 
he  fays,  u  Incline  your  ear,  come  unto  me ;  hear,  and 
€C  your  fouls  fhall  live  ;  and  I  will  make  with  you  an 
<c  everlafting  covenant,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  Da- 
ct  vid.”  Here  Chrift  offers  to  poor  finners,  if  they 
will  come  to  him,  to  give  them  an  intereft  in  the  fame 
everlafting  covenant  that  he  had  made  with  David,  con¬ 
veying  to  them  the  fame  lure  mercies.  But  what  is 
that  covenant  that  finners  obtain  an  intereft  in,  when 
they  come  to  Chrift,  but  the  covenant  of  grace  ? 

This  was  the  fifth  folemn  eftablifhment  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace  with  the  church  after  the  fall.  The  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  was  revealed  and  eftablifhed  all  along. 
But  there  had  been  particular  feafons,  wherein  God 
had  in  a  very  folemn  manner  renewed  this  covenant 
with  his  church,  giving  forth  a  new  edition,  and  efta¬ 
blifhment  of  it,  revealing  it  in  a  new  manner.  This  was 
now  the  fifth  folemn  eftablifhment  of  that  covenant. 

.  ,  |,  1  ,  \  ,  ...  1  C'fv 

The  firft  was  with  Adam,  the  fecond  was  with  Noah, 
the  third  was  with  the  patriarchs,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacoo,  tne  fourth  was  in  the  wildernefs  by  Mofes,  and 

now  the  fifth  is  this  made  to  David. 

"  ’  1  ' r 

This  eftablifhment  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Da¬ 
vid,  David  always  efteemed  the  greateft  fmile  of  God 
upon  him,  the  greateft  honour  of  all  that  God  had  put 
upon  him 5  he  prized  it,  and  rejoiced  in  it  above  all  the 

other 
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other  bleffings  of  his  reign.  You  may  fee  how  joyfully 
and  thankfully  he  received  it,  when  Nathan  came  to 
him  with  the  glorious  meffage,  in  2  Sam.  vii.  18.  &c« 
And  fo  David,  in  his  lad  words,  declares  this  to  be  all 
his  falvation,  and  all  his  defire  ;  as  you  may  fee,  2  Sam. 
xxiii.  5.  “  He  hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  cove- 
“  nant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  :  for  this  is  all 
f(  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire.” 

VIII.  It  was  by  David  that  God  firff  gave  his  people 
Ifrael  the  poffeffion  of  the  whole  promifed  land.  I  have 
before  ihown,  how  God’s  giving  the  poffeffion  of  the 
promifed  land  belonged  to  the  covenant  of  grace.  This 
was  done  in  a  great  meafure  by  Joffiua,  but  not  fully. 
Joffiua  did  not  wholly  fubdue  that  part  of  the  promifed 
land  that  was  ftri&ly  called  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
that  was  divided  by  lot  to  the  feveral  tribes  ;  but  there 
were  great  numbers  of  the  old  inhabitants  left  unfub- 
dued,  as  we  read  in  the  books  of  Jofliua  and  Judges  ; 
and  there  were  many  left  to  prove  ifrael,  and  to  be 
thorns  in  their  fides,  and  pricks  in  their  eyes.  There 
were  the  Jebufites  in  Jerufalem,  and  many  of  the  Ca- 
naanites,  and  the  whole  nation  of  the  Philiflines,  who 
all  dwelt  in  that  part  of  the  land  that  was  divided  by 
lot,  and  chiehy  in  that  part  of  the  land  that  belonged 
to  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Ephraim. 

And  thus  thefe  remains  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Ca¬ 
naan  continued  unfubdued  till  David’s  time  ;  but  he 
wholly  fubdued  them  all.  Which  is  agreeable  to  what 
St  Stephen  obferves,  Acts  vii.  45.  “  Which  alfo  our  fa- 
“  thers  brought  in  with  Jefus  (/.  c.  Joffiua)  into  the 
c<  poffieffion  of  the  Gentiles,  whom  God  drove  out  be- 
<c  fore  the  face  of  our  fathers,  unto  the  days  of  David.” 
They  were  till  the  days  of  David  in  driving  them  out, 
before  they  had  wholly  fubdued  them.  But  David  en¬ 
tirely  brought  them  under.  He  fubdued  the  Jebufites, 
and  he  fubdued  the  whole  nation  of  the  Philiftines,  and 
all  the  reft  of  the  remains  of  the  feven  nations  of  Ca¬ 
naan  :  1  Chron.  xviii.  1.  u  Now  after  this  it  came  to 

“  pafs,  that  David  fmote  the  Philiftines,  and  fubdued 
<c  them,  and  took  Gath  and  her  towns  out  of  the  hands 

of  the  Philiftines.” 

After  this,  all  the  remains  of  the  former  inhabitants 
of  Canaan  were  made  bond-fervants  to  the  Ifraelites. 

N  2  The 
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The  posterity  of  the  Gibeonites  became  fervants  before, 
hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water,  for  the  houfe 
of  God.  But  Solomon,  David’s  fon  and  fucceflor,  put 
nil  the  other  remains  of  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan  to 
bond-fervicc  ,  at  lea/1:  made  them  pay  a  tribute  of  bond- 
iervice,  as  you  may  fee,  i  Kings  ix.  20.  21.  22."  And 
hence  we  read  of  the  children  of  Solomon’s  fervants, 
after  the  return  from  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  Ezra  ii. 
55*  and  Neh.  si.  3.  I  hey  were  the  children  or  pofte- 
3  tty  of  the  fever^  nations  of  Canaan,  that  Solomon  had 
fubjefted  to  bond-feryice. 


i  bus  David  iubdued  the  whole  land  of  Canaan, 
ftriftiy  fo  called.  But  then  that  was  not  one  half,  nor 
quarter,  01  the  land  God  had  promifed  to  their  fathers* 
I  he  land  that  God  had  often  promifed  to  their  fathers, 
included  all  the  countries  from  the  river  of  Egypt  to 
the  nver  Euphrates.  f]  hefe  were  the  bounds  of  the 
land  piomiied  to  A  braham,  Gen.  xv,  18.  C£  In  that  fame 
ihe  Lor4  niade  a  covenant  with  Abram,  fay¬ 
ing,  Unto  thy  feed  have  I  given  this  land,  from  the 
river  of  Egypt,  unto  the  great  river,  the  river  Eu- 
cC  ph rates.’’  So  again  God  promifed  at  Mount  Sinai, 
Exod.  xxiii.  31.  “  And  I  will  let  thy  bounds  from  the 
€c  Red  lea  even  unto  the  fea  of  the  Philiftines,  and 
from  the  delert  unto  the  river  :  for  I  will  deliver  the 


££  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  your  hand  ;  and  thou 
fhalt  drive  them  out  before  thee.”  So  again,  Deut. 
xi.  24.  “  Every  place  whereon  the  foies  of  your  feet 
“  hi  all  tread,  fhall  be  yours  :  from  the  wildernefs, 
**  and  Lebanon  from  the  river,  the  river  Euphrates, 
“  even  unto  the  utennoft  fea,  fhall  your  coaft  be.” 
Again,  the  fame  promife  is  made  to  jofhua  :  Jofh.  i. 
3.  4.  <c  Every  place  that  the  foie  of  vour  feet  fhall  tread 
“  upon,  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  I  laid  unto  Moles  ; 
“  from  the  wildernefs  and  this  Lebanon,  even  unto  the 
“  great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the 
££  Hittites,  and  unto  the  great  fea,  towards  the  going 
<c  down  of  the  fun,  fhall  be  your  coaft.”  But  the  land 
that  Jofhua  gave  the  people  the  poiTeffion  of,  was  but  a 
little  part  of  this  land.  And  the  people  never  had  had 
the  poflefiion  of  it,  till  now  when  God  gave  it  them  by 
David.  \  ’  ,  . 

This  large  country  did  not  only  include  that  Canaan 

that 
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that  was  divided  by  lot  to  thofe  who  came  in  with  Jo¬ 
fhua,  but  the  land  of  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites, 
the  land  of  the  Amalekites,  and  the  reft  of  the  Edo¬ 
mites,  and  the  country  of  Zobah.  All  thefe  nations 
were  fubdued  and  brought  under  the  children  of  Iffaei 
by  David.  And  he  put  garrifons  in  the  feveral  coun¬ 
tries,  and  they  became  David’s  fervants,  as  we  have  a 
particular  account  in  the  8th  chapter  of  2d  Samuel  : 
and  David  extended  their  border  to  the  river  Euphrates, 
as  was  promifed  ;  fee  the  3d  verfe  :  “  And  David  fmote 
u  alfo  Hadadezer  the  fon  of  Rehob,  king  of  Zobah,  as 
<6  he  went  to  recover  his  border  at  the  river  Euphrates.” 
And  accordingly  we  read,  that  Solomon  his  fon  reign¬ 
ed  over  all  the  region  on  this  lide  the  river,  1  Kings 
iv.  2 a.  “  For  he  had  dominion  over  all  the  region  on 
s<  this  fide  the  river,  from  Tiphfali  even  unto  Azzah, 
“  over  all  the  kings  on  this  fide  the  river.”  This  Ar- 
taxerxes  king  of  Perfta  takes  notice  of  long  after  :  Ezra 
iv.  20.  <c  There  have  been  mighty  kings  alfo  over  Jeru- 
“  falem,  which  have  ruled  over  all  countries  beyond 
“  the  river ;  and  toll,  tribute,  and  cullorn  was  paid 
“  unto  them.” 

So  that  Jofhua,  that  type  of  Chrift,  did  but  begin  the 
work  of  giving  Ifrael  the  pofteftion  of  the  promifed 
land  ;  but  left  it  to  be  linilhed  by  that  much  greater 
type  and  anceftor  of  Chrift,  even  David,  who  fubdued 
far  more  of  that  land  than  ever  Jofhua  had  done.  And 
in  this  extent  of  his  and  Solomon’s  dominion  was  fome 
refemblance  of  the  great  extent  of  Chrift 's  kingdom  ; 
and  therefore  the  extent  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  is  fet  forth 
by  this  very  thing,  of  its  being  over  all  lands  from  the 
Red  fea,  to  the  fea  of  the  Philiftines,  and  over  all  lands 
from  thence  to  the  river  Euphrates  ;  as  Pfal.  lxxii.  8. 
“  He  fhall  have  dominion  alfo  from  fea  to  fea,  and 
“  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.”  See  al¬ 
fo  1  Kings  viii.  56. 

IX.  God  by  David  perfected  the  Jewifh  worfhip,  and 
added  to  it  feveral  new  inftitutions.  The  law  was  given 
bv  Mofes,  but  yet  all  the  inftitutions  of  the  Jewifh  wor¬ 
fhip  were  not  given  by  Mofes  ;  fome  were  added  by  di¬ 
vine  direction.  So  this  greateft  of  all  perfonal  types  of 
Chrift  did  not  only  perfect  jofhua’s  work,  in  giving 
Ifrael  the  pofteftion  of  the  promifed  land,  but  he  aifo 

finifhed 
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finifhed  Mofes’s  work,  in  perfecting  the  inftituted  wor* 
fhip  of  Ifrael.  Thus  there  muft  be  a  number  of  typi¬ 
cal  prophets,  priefts,  and  princes,  to  complete  one  fi¬ 
gure  or  fliadow  of  Chrift  the  antetype,  he  being  the  fub- 
ftance  of  all  the  types  and  fhadows.  Of  fo  much  more 
glory  was  Chrift  accounted  worthy,  than  Mofes,  jo- 
ihua,  David,  and  Solomon,  and  all  the  great  prophets, 
priefts,  and  princes,  judges,  and  fa vi ours  of  the  Old 
Teftament  put  together. 

The  ordinances  of  David  are  mentioned  as  of  parallel 
validity  with  tliofe  of  Mofes,  2  Chron.  xxiii.  18.  “  Alfo 
44  Jehoiada  appointed  the  offices  of  the  houfe  of  the 
44  Lord  by  the  hand  of  the  priefts  the  Levites,  whom  Da- 

vid  had  diftributed  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  to  offer 
<c  the  burnt-offerings  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  written  in  the 
44  law  of  Mofes,  with  rejoicing  and  with  tinging,  as  it  was 
u  ordained  by  David.”  f Hie  worfhip  of  Ifrael  was  per¬ 
fected  by  David,  by  the  addition  that  he  made  to  the  ce* 
remonial  law,  which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  23d,. 
24th,  25th,  and  26th  chapters  of  the  firft  book  of  Chro¬ 
nicles,  conliilinp  in  the  feveral  orders  and  courfes  into 
which  David  divided  the  Levites,  and  the  work  and  bffi 
iinefs  to  which  he  appointed  them,  different  from  what 
Mofes  had  appointed  them  to  $  and  alio  in  the  divifions 
of  the  priefts  the  fons  of  Aaron  into  four  and  twenty 
courfes,  affipninp  to  every  courfe  their  buftnefs  in  the 
lioufe  of  the  Lord,  and  their  particular  fcated  times  or 
attendance  there  *,  and  appointing  fome  of  the  Levites 
to  a  new  office,  that  had  not  been  appointed  before  j 
and  that  was  the  office  of  lingers,  and  particularly  or¬ 
dering  and  regulating  of  them  in  that  office,  as  you  may 
fee  in  the  2  q th  chapter  of  iff  Chronicles  ;  and  appointing 
others  of  the  Levites  by  law  to  the  feveral  fervices  of 
porters,  treafurers,  officers,  and  judges  :  and  thefe  ordi¬ 
nances  of  David  were  kept  up  henceforth  in  the  church 
of  Ifrael,  as  long  as  the  Jewilh  church  lafted.  Thus  we 
ffnd  the  feveral  orders  of  priefts,  and  the  Levites,  the 
porters,  and  lingers,  after  the  captivity.  So  we  find  the 
courfes  of  the  priefts  appointed  by  David  Dill  continuing 
in  the  New  Teftament \  fo  Zacharias  the  father  of  John 
the  Baptift  was  a  prieft  of  the  courfe  of  Abia  ;  which 
is  the  fame  with  the  courfe  of  Abijah  appointed  by  Da¬ 
vid,  that  we  read  of  1  Chron.  xxiv.  10. 


Thus 
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Thus  David  as  well  as  Mofes  was  made  like  to  Chrift: 
the  fon  of  David,  in  this  refpecl,  that  by  him  God  gave 
a  new  ecclefiaftical  eftabliftiment,  and  new  inftitutions  of 
worftiip.  David  did  not  only  add  to  the  inftitutions  of 
Mofes,  but  by  thofe  additions  he  aboliftied  fome  of  the 
old  inftitutions  of  Mofes  that  had  been  in  force  till  £that 
time  ;  particularly  thofe  laws  of  Mofes  that  appointed 
the  buftnefs  of  the  Levites,  which  we  have  in  the  3d  and 
4th  chapters  of  Numbers,  which  very  much  conftfted 
in  their  charge  of  the  feveral  parts  and  utenfils  of  the 
tabernacle  there  aftigned  to  them,  and  in  carrying  thofe 
feveral  parts  of  the  tabernacle.  But  thofe  laws  were  now 
aboliftied  by  David  ;  and  they  were  no  more  to  carry 
thofe  things,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  till  David’s 
time.  But  David  appointed  them  to  other  work  inftead 
of  it ;  fee  1  Chron.  xxiii.  26.  “  And  alfo  unto  the  Le- 
“  vites,  they  fnall  no  more  carry  the  tabernacle,  nor 
“  any  veftels  of  it  for  the  fervice  thereof A  fure  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  ceremonial  law  given  by  Mofes  is  not 
perpetual,  as  the  Jews  fuppofe  ;  but  might  be  wholly 
aboliftied  by  Chrift  :  for  if  David,  a  type  of  the  Meftiah, 
might  abolifti  the  law  of  Mofes  in  part,  much  more 
might  the  Meftiah  himfelf  abolifti  the  whole. 

David,  by  God's  appointment,  aboliftied  all  ufe  of  the 
tabernacle,  that  was  built  by  Mofes,  and  of  whicli  he  had 
the  pattern  from  God  :  for  God  now  revealed  it  to  Da¬ 
vid  to  be  his  will,  that  a  temple  fliould  be  built,  that 
ftiould  be  inftead  of  the  tabernacle  :  A  great  prefage  of 
what  Chrift,  the  fon  of  David,  would  do,  when  he  fbould 
come,  viz.  abolifti  the  whole  Jewifli  ecclefiaftical  confti- 
tution,  which  was  but  as  a  moveable  tabernacle,  to  fet 
up  the  fpiritual  gofpel-temple,  which  was  to  be  far  more 
glorious,  and  of  greater  extent,  and  was  to  laft  for  ever. 
David  had  the  pattern  of  all  things  pertaining  to  the 
temple  ftiowed  him,  even  in  like  manner  as  Mofes  had 
the  pattern  of  the  tabernacle  :  and  Solomon  built  the 
temple  according  to  that  pattern  which  he  had  from  his 
father  David,  which  he  received  from  God.  1  Chron. 
xxviii.  11.  12.  (i  Then  David  gave  to  Solomon  his  fon  the 
“  pattern  of  the  porch,  and  of  the  houfes  thereof,  and  of 
the  treafuiies  thereof,  and  of  the  upper  chambers 
<c  thereof,  and  of  the  inner  parlours  thereof,  and  of 
**  P^ce  of  the  mercy-feat,  and  the  pattern  of  all 

“  that 
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Cc  that  he  had  by  the  fpirit,  of  the  courts  of  the  houfe 
u  of  the  Lord,  and  of  all  the  chambers  round  about,  of 
*c  the  treafuries  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and  of  the  trea- 
<c  furies  of  the  dedicate  things.”  And,  ver.  19.  “  All 

this,  faid  David,  the  Lord  made  me  underhand  in 
u  writing  by  his  hand  upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of 
iC  this  pattern.” 

X.  The  canon  of  fcripture  feems  at  or  after  the  clofe 
of  David’s  reign  to  be  added  to  by  the  prophets  Nathan 
and  Gad.  It  appears  probable  by  the  fcripturesy  that  they 
carried  on  the  hiftory  of  the  two  books  of  Samuel  from 
the  place  where  Samuel  left  it,  and  finiihed  it.  Thefe 
two  books  of  Samuel  feem  to  be  the  book  that  in  fcrip¬ 
ture  is  called  the  book  of  Samuel  the  Jeer ,  and  Nathan  the 
prophet ,  and  Gad  the  fcer>  as  in  1  Cliron.  xxix.  29. 
<c  Now  the  acfts  of  David  the  king,  firft  and  laft,  behold, 
“  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  Samuel  the  feer,  and 
u  in  the  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  in  the  book 

of  Gad  the  feer.” 

XI.  The  next  thin?  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s 
wonderfully  continuing  the  kingdom  of  his  viftble  people 
in  the  line  of  Chrift’s  legal  anceftors,  as  long  as  they  re- 
mained  an  independent  kingdom.  Thus  it  was  without 
any  interruption  worth  taking  notice.  Indeed  the  king¬ 
dom  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  was  not  kept  in  that  line  ; 
but  the  dominion  of  that  part  of  Ifrael  in  which  the 
true  worlhip  of  God  was  upheld,  and  fo  of  that  part 
that  were  God’s*  vifible  people,  was  always  kept  in  the 
family,  of  David,  as  long  as  there  was  any  fuch  thing  as 
an  independent  king  of  Ifrael ;  according  to  his  promife 
to  David  :  and  not  only  in  the  family  oi:  David,  but  al¬ 
ways  in  that  part  of  David’s  pofterity  that  was  the  line 
whence  Chrif?  was  legally  descended  ;  fo  that  the  very 
perfon  that  was  Chrift’s  legal  anceftor  was  always  in  the 
throne,  excepting  Jehoahaz,  who  reigned  three  months, 
and  Zedekiah  ;  as  you  may  fee  in  Matthew’s  genealogy 
of  Clirift. 

ChriPt  was  legally  defcended  from  the  kings  of  Judah, 
though  he  was  not  naturally  defcended  from  them.  He 
was  both  legally  and  naturally  delcended  from  David. 
He  was  naturally  defcended  from  Nathan  the  fon  oi* 
David  for  Mary  his  mother  was  one  of  the  pofterity  of 
David  by  Nathan,  as  you  may  fee  in  Luke’s  genealogy  * 
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but  Jofeph,  the  reputed  and  legal  father  of  Chrift,  was 
naturally  defcended  of  Solomon  and  his  fucceftbrs,  as 
\ve  have  an  account  in  Matthew’s  genealogy.  Jdus 
Chrift,  though  he  was  not  the  natural  ion  of  Jofeph, 
yet,  by  the  law  and  conftitution  of  the  Jews,  he  was  Jo- 
feph’s  heir  ;  becaufe  he  was  the  lawful  ion  of  Jofeph  s 
lawful  wife,  conceived  while  fhe  was  his  legally  efpouled 
wife.  The  Holy  Ghoft  railed  up  feed  to  him.  A  per- 
fon,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  might  be  the  legal  ion  and 
heir  of  another,  whole  natural  Ion  lie  was  not  ^  as  loinc- 
times  a  man  railed  up  feed  to  his  brother  :  a  bro trier,  in 
fome  cafes,  was  to  build  up  a  brother  s  houie  ;  io  tlie 

Holy  Ghoft  built  up  Jofeph ’s  houfe. 

And  Jofeph  being  in  the  direct  line  of  the  kings  of 
Judah,  of  the  houfe  of  David,  he  was  the  legal  heir  of 
the  crown  of  David  *,  and  Chrift  being  legally  his  ftrft- 
born  fon,  he  was  his  heir  ;  and  lo  Chrift,  by  the  law, 
was  the  proper  heir  of  the  crown  of  David,  and  is 
therefore  faid  to  lit  upon  the  throne  pf  his  lather 
David. 

The  crown  of  God’s  people  was  wonderfully  kept 
in  the  line  of  Chrift ’s  legal  anceftors.  When  David  was 
old,  and  not  able  any  longer  to  manage  the  affairs  ol 
the  kingdom,  Adonijah,  one  of  his  ions,  fet  up  to  be 
king,  and  feemed  to  have  obtained  his  purpofe  ;  all 
thinas  for  a  while  feemed  fair  on  his  fide,  and  he  thought 


liimfelf  ftrong  *,  the  thing  he  aimed  at  feemed  to  be  ac- 
compliflied.  But  fo  it  was,  Adonijah  was  not  the  fon 
of  David  that  was  the  anceftor  of  Jofeph,  the  legal  la¬ 
ther  of  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  how  wonderfully  did  Pro¬ 
vidence  work  here  !  what  a  ftrange  and  iudden  revolu¬ 
tion  !  all  Adonijah’s  kingdom  and  glory  vanifhed  away 
as  foon  as  it  was  begun  ;  and  Solomon,  the  legal  an¬ 
ceftor  of  Chrift,  was  eftablifhed  in  the  throne. 

And  after  Solomon’s  death,  when  Jeroboam  had  con- 
fpi'red  againft  the  family,  and  Rehoboam  carried  hirn- 
felf  fo  that  it  was  a  wonder  all  Iirael  was  not  provoked  to 
forfake  him,  and  ten  tribes  did  actually  forfake  him, 
and  fet  up  Jeroboam  in  oppofition  to  him  ;  and  though 
lie  was  a  wicked  man,  and  deferred  to  have  been  reject¬ 
ed  altogether  from  being  king*,  yet  he  being  the  legal  an¬ 
ceftor  of  Chrift,  God  kept  the  kingdom  of  the  two 
tribes,  in  which  the  true  religion  was  upheld,  in  his  poi- 
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feffion  :  and  though  he  had  been  wicked,  and  his  fon 
Abijam  was  another  wicked  prince  ;  yet  they  being  legal, 
ancestors  of  Chrift ,  God  ftill  continued  the  crown,  in 
the  family,  and  gave  it  to  Abijam’s  fon  Afa.  And  af¬ 
terwards,  though  many  of  the  kings  of  Judah  were,  very 
wicked  men,  and  horridly  provoked  God,  as  particularly 
Jehoram,  Ahaziah,  Ahaz,  ManaiTeh,  and  Anion  ;  yet 
God  did  not  take  away  the  crown  from  their  family, 
but  gave  it  to  their  Ions,  becaufe  they  were  the  an- 
ceftors  of  Clirift.  God’s  remembering  his  covenant 
that  he  had  eftablifhed  with  David,  is  given  as  the  rea- 
fon  why  God  did  thus,  notwithftanding  their  wicked 
lives  ;  as  i  Kings  xv.  4.  fpeaking  there  of  Abijam’s 
wickednefs,  it-  is  faid,  <c  Neverthelefs,  for  David’s  fake 
did  the  Lord  his  God  give  him  a  lamp  in  Jerufalem, 
<c  to  fet  up  his  Ion  after  him,  and  to  eftablilh  Jerufa- 
lem  lo,  2  Chron.  xxi,  7.  fpeaking  there  of  Jeho- 
ram’s  great  wickednefs,  it  is  faid,  “  Howbeit  the  Lord 
u  would  not  deftroy  the  houfe  of  David,  becaufe  of  the 
<c  covenant  that  he  had  made  with  David,  and  as  he 
“  promiled  to  give  a  light  unto  him,  and  to  his  fons  for 
“  ever.” 

The  crown  of  the  ten  tribes  was  changed  from  one 
family  to  another  continually.  Firft,  Jeroboam  took  it ; 
but  the  crown  remained  in  his  family  but  for  one  gene¬ 
ration  after  his  death  ;  it  only  defeended  to  his  fon  Na- 
dab  :  and  then  Baalha,  that  was  of  another  family,  took 
it  ;  and  it  remained  in  his  pofterity  but  one  generation 
after  his  death  :  and  then  Zimri,  that  was  his  fervant* 
and  not  of  his  pofterity,  took  it ;  and  then,  without  de- 
icending  at  all  to  his  pofterity,  Omri,  that  was  of  ano¬ 
ther  family,  took  it;  and  the  crown  continued  in  his 
family  for  three  fuccedions  :  and  then  Jehu,  that  was  of 
another  family,  took  it ;  and  the  crown  continued  in 
his  family  for  three  or  four  fucceftions  :  and  then  Shah 
lum,  that  was  of  another  family,  took  it  :  and  the  crown 
did  not  defeenej  at  all  to  his  pofterity  ;  but  Menahem, 
that  was  of  another  family,  took  it ;  and  it  remained  in 
his  family  but  one  generation  after  him  :  and  then  Pe- 
kah,  that  was  of  another  family,  took  it  :  and  after  him 
Hofhea,  that  ivas  ft  ill  of  another  family,  took  it  :  fa 
great  a  difference  was  there  between  the  crown  of  Xfrael, 
4nd  the  crown  of  Judah  ;  the  one  was  continued  ever-; 

more 
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more  in  the  fame  family,  and  with  very  little  intertup- 
tion,  in  one  right  line  ;  the  other  was  continually  tolled 
about  from  one  family  to  another,  as  if  it  weie  the  fpoit 
of  fortune.  The  reafon  was  not,  becaufe  the  kings  of 
Judah,  many  of  them,  were  better  than  the  kings  of  If* 
rael;  but  the  one  had  the  bleffing  in  them  ;  they  were 
the  anceftors  of  Chrift,  whofe  right  it  was  to  fit  on 
the  throne  of  Ifrael.  But  with  the  kings  of  Ifrael  it 
was  not  fo  ;  and  therefore  divine  providence  exerciLd 
a  continual  care,  through  all  the  changes  that  happen¬ 
ed  through  fo  many  generations,  and  fuch  a  long  fpace 
of  time,  to  keep  the  crown  of  Judah  in  one  direct  line* 
in  fulfilment  of  the  everlafting  covenant  he  had  made 
with  David,  the  mercies  of  which  covenant  were  fure 
mercies  ;  but  in  the  other  cafe  there  was  no  fuch  co¬ 
venant,  and  fo  no  fuch  care  of  Providence. 

And  here  it  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  there  was  once 
a  very  ftrong  confpiracy  of  the  kings  of  Syria  and  II- 
rael,  in  the  time  of  that  wicked  king  of  Judah,  Ahaz, 
to  difpofiefs  Ahaz  and  his  family  of  the  throne  of  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  to  fet  one  of  another  family,  even  the  ion  of 
Tabeal,  on  it  *,  as  you  may  fee  in  If.  vii.  6.  “  Let  us  go 
up  againfl:  Judah,  and  vet  it,  and  let  us  make  a 
*c  breach  therein  for  us,  and  fet  a  king  in  the  midft  of 
**  it,  even  the  fon  of  Tabeal.”  And  they  feeined  very 
likely  to  accomplilh  their  purpofe.  There  feemed  to  be 
fo  great  a  likelihood  of  it,  that  the  hearts  of  the  people 
funk  within  them  ;  they  gave  up  the  caufe.  It  is  laid, 
“  The  heart  of  Ahaz  and  his  people  was  moved  as  the 
trees  of  the  wood  are  moved  with  the  wind.”  And 
on  this  occalion  God  fent  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  people,  and  tell  them  that  it  fhouid  not  come 
to  pafs.  And  becaufe  it  looked  fo  much  like  a  gone 
caufe,  that  Ahaz  and  the  people  woidd  very  difficultly 
believe  that  it  would  not  be,  therefore  God  directs  the 
prophet  to  give  them  this  flgn  of  it,  viz.  that  Chrift: 
fhouid  be  born  of  the  legal  iced  of  Ahaz  ;  as  If.  vii-. 
r4-  u  Therefore  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall  give  you  a  flgn? : 
*c  Behold,  a  virgin  fhall  conceive,  and  bear  a  fon,  and 
i(  fhall  call  his  name  Immanuel.”  This  was  a  good 
flgn,.  and  a  great  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what  God 
promifed  by  Ifaiah,  viz.  that  the  kings  of  Syria  ;  nd 
Ifrael  fhoufd  never  accomplifh  their  purpofe  of  oif- 
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pofleffing  the  family  of  Ahaz  of  the  crown  of  Judah, 
and  fetting  up  the  fon  of  Tabeal  $  for  Chrift  the  Imma¬ 
nuel  was  to  be  of  them. 

I  have  mentioned  this  difpenfation  of  Providence  in 
this  place,  becaufe  though  it  was  continued  for  fo  long  a 
time,  yet  it  began  in  Solomon’s  fucceffion  to  the  throne 
of  his  father  David. 

XII.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of  is,  the 
building  of  the  temple  :  a  great  type  of  three  things,  viz. 
of  Chrift,  efpecially  the  human  nature  of  Chrift ;  of 
the  church  of  Chrift  \  and  of  heaven.  'I  he  tabernacle 
feemed  rather  to  reprefent  the  church  in  its  moveable, 
changeable  hate,  here  in  this  world.  But  that  beauti¬ 
ful,  glorious,  coftly  ftruclure  of  the  temple,  that  fuc- 
ceeded  the  tabernacle,  and  was  a  fixed,  and  not  a  move- 
able  thing,  feems  efpecially  to  reprefent  the  church  in 
its  glorified  hate  in  heaven.  This  temple  was  built  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pattern  ihown  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to 
David,  and  by  divine  direction  given  to  David,  in  the 
place  where  was  the  threfhing-fioor  of  Oman  the  -Jebu- 
iite,  in  Mount  Moriah,  2  Chron.  iii.  1.;  in  the  fame 
mountain,  and  doubtlefs  in  the  very  fame  place,  where 
Abraham  offered  up  his  fon  Ifaac  ;  for  that  is  faid  to 
be  a  mountain  in  the  land  of  Moriah,  Gen.  xxii.  2. 
which  mountain  was  called  the  mountain  cf  the  Lord ,  as 
this  mountain  of  the  temple  was,  Gen.  X  11#  X  jj.  •  “  And 

Abraham  called  the  name  of  that  place  Jehovah-ji- 
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reh;  as  it  is  laid  to  this  day,  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord 
“  it  iliail  be  feen.” 

This  was  the  houfe  where  Chrift  dwelt,  till  lie  came 
to  dwell  in  the  temple  of  his  body,,  or  human  nature, 
which  was  the  antetype  of  this  temple  ;  as  appears,  be¬ 
caufe  Chrift,  on  occafion  of  ihowing  him  the  temple  of 
Jerufalem,  lays,  u  Deftroy  this  temple,  and  in  three  days 
<£  will  1  raife  it  up,”  1  peaking  of  the  temple  of  his  bo¬ 
dy,  John  ii.  19.  20.  This  houfe,  or  an  houfe  built  in 
this  place,  continued  to  be  the  houfe  of  God,  the  place 
of  the  worlhip  of  his  church,  till  Chrift  came.  Here 
was  the  place  that  God  chofe,  where  all  their  facrifices 
were  offered  up,  till  the  great  lacrifice  came,  and  made 
the  facrifice  and  oblation  to  ceafe.  Into  his  temple  in 
this  place  the  Lord  came,  even  the  meflenger  of  the  co¬ 
venant.  Here  he  often  delivered  lib  heavenly  doHrine, 

and 
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md  wrought  miracles  ;  here  his  church  was  gathered 
>y  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  after  his  alcenfion. 
liuke  xxiv.  53.  fpeaking  of  the  difciples,  after  Chrift  $ 
ifcenfion,  it  is  faid,  c<  And  they  were  continually  in  the 
<  temple,  praiiing  and  bleffing  God.”  And,  Acts  ii.  46. 
peaking  of  the  multitudes  that  were  converted  by  that 
rreat  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  that  was  on  the  day  of 
PentecQsft,  it  is  faid,  “  And  they  continued  daily  with 
‘  one  accord  in  the  temple.”  And,  A<fts  v.  42.  fpeak- 
ng  of  the  apoftles,  st  And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in 
*  every  houfe,  they  ceafed  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jefus 
‘  Chrift.”  And  hence  the  found  of  the  gofpel  went 
'orth,  and  the  church  fpread  into  all  the  world. 

XIII.  It  is  here  worthy  to  be  obferved,  that  at  this 
ime,  in  Solomon’s  reign,  after  the  temple  was  finifhed, 
he  jewifh  church  was  rifen  to  its  higheft  external  glory. 
Fhe  Jewilh  church,  or  the  ordinances  and  conftitution 
;>f  it,  is  compared  to  the  moon,  in  Rev.  xii.  1.  “  And 

there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven,  a  woman 
“  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet, 
u  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  liars.”  As  this 
church  was  like  the  moon  in  many  other  refpedls,  fo  it 
was  in  this,  that  it  waxed  and  weaned  like  the  moon. 
From  the  firfl  foundation  of  it,  that  was  laid  in  the  co¬ 
venant  made  with  Abraham,  when  this  moon  was  now 
beginning  to  appear,  it  had  to  this  time  been  gradually 
increafing  in  its  glory.  This  time,  wherein  the  temple 
was  finifhed  and  dedicated,  was  about  the  middle  be¬ 
tween  the  calling  of  Abraham  and  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
and  now  it  was  full  moon.  After  this  the  glory  of  the 
Jewilh  church  gradually  decreafed,  till  Chrift  came  ; 
as  I  fhall  have  occafion  more  particularly  to  obferve  af¬ 
terwards. 

Now  the  church  of  Ifrael  was  in  its  hirheft  external 

’  O 

glory  :  Now  Ifrael  was  multiplied  exceedingly,  fo  that 
they  Teemed  to  have  become  like  the  fand  on  the  fea- 
lhore,  1  Kings  iv.  20.  :  Now  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  was 
firmly  eftablilhed  in  the  right  family,  the  family  of 
which  Chrift  was  to  come  :  Now  God  had  chofen  the 
city  where  he  would  place  his  name  :  Now  God  had 
fully  given  his  people  the  pofiefiion  of  the  promifed 
land  ;  and  they  now  pofiefied  the  dominion  of  it  all  in 
<pietnefs  and  peace,  even  from  the  river  cf  Egypt,  to 
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the  great  river  Euphrates  ;  all  thofe  nations  that  had 
formerly  been  their  enemies,  quietly  fubmitted  to  them ; 
none  pretended  to  rebel  againft  them  :  —  Now  the  Jew- 
ifh  worfhip  in  all  its  ordinances  was  fully  fettled:  — 
Now,  inftead  of  a  moveable  tent  and  tabernacle,  they 
had  a  glorious  temple  ;  the  moft  magnificent,  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  coftly  ftructure,  that  there  was  then,  ever  had 
been,  or  ever  has  been  fince  :  Now,  the  people  enjoy¬ 
ed  peace  and  plenty,  and  fat  every  man  under  his  vine 
and  fig-tree,  eating  and  drinking,  and  making  merry; 
as  i  Kings  iv.  20.:  —  Now  they  were  in  the  higheft 
pitch  of  earthly  profperity,  filver  being  as  plenty  as 
hones,  and  the  land  full  of  gold  and  precious  hones, 
and  other  precious  foreign  commodities,  which  were' 
brought  by  Solomon’s  fhips  from  Ophir,  and  which 
came  from  other  parts  of  the  world  :  —  Now  they  had 
a  king  reigning  over  them  that  was  the  wifeh  of  men, 
and  probably  the  greateh  earthly  prince  that  ever  was 
—  Now  their  fame  went  abroad  into  all  the  earth,  fo 
that  they  came  from  the  utmoh  parts  of  the  earth  to 
fee  their  glory  and  their  happinefs. 

Thus  God  was  pleafed,  in  one  of  the  anceftors  of 
Chrift,  remarkably  to  fhadow  forth  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  reigning  in  his  glory.  David,  that  was  a  man  of 
war,  a  man  who  had  filed  much  blood,  and  whofe  life 
was  full  of  troubles  and  conflicts,  was  more  of  a  repre- 
fentation  of  Chrifi:  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation,  his  mi¬ 
litant  ftate,  wherein  he  was  conflicting  with  his  ene¬ 
mies.  But  Solomon,  that  was  a  man  of  peace,  was  a 
reprefentation  more  efpecially  of  Chrifi:  exalted,  tri¬ 
umphing,  and  reigning  in  his  kingdom  of  peace.  And 
the  happy  glorious  ftate  of  the  Jewilh  church  at  that 
time,  did  remarkably  reprefent  two  things  :  i.  That 
glorious  ftate  of  the  church  on  earth,  that  ftiall  be  in 
the  latter  ages  of  the  world  ;  thofe  days  of  peace,  when 
nation  fiiall  not  lift  lword  againft  nation,  nor  learn  war 
anv  more.  2.  The  future  glorified  ftate  of  the  church  in 
heaven.  The  earthly  Canaan  never  was  fo  lively  a  type 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  as  it  was  then,  when  the  hap¬ 
py  people  of  Ifrael  did  indeed  enjoy  it  as  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey. 

XIV.  After  this  the  glory  of  the  Jewifh  church  gra¬ 
dually  declined  more  and  more  till  Chrift  came  ;  yet  not 
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b  but  that  ,the  work  of  redemption  ftill  went  on. 
Whatever  failed  or  declined,  God  ftill  carried  on  this 
vprk  from  age  to  age  ;  this  building  was  ftill  advancing 
ligher  and  higher.  Things  ftill  went  on,  during  the 
ecline  of  the  Jewifh  church,  towards  a  further  prepa- 
ation  of  things  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  as  well  as 
luring  its  increafe  ;  for  fo  wonderfully  were  things  or- 
iered  by  the  infinitely  wife  governor  of  the  world,  that 
whatever  happened  was  ordered  for  good  to  this  gene- 
al  defign,  and  made  a  means  of  promoting  it.  When 
he  people  of  the  Jews  flourifhed,  and  were  in  profpe- 
ity,  he  made  that  to  contribute  to  the  promoting  this 
lefign  ;  and  when  they  were  in  adverlity,  God  made 
hat  alfo  to  contribute  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  fame 
lefign.  While  the  Jewifh  church  was  in  its  increasing 
late,  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  by  their 
ncreafe  ;  and  when  they  came  to  their  declining  ftate, 
vhich  they  were  in  from  Solomon’s  time  till  Chrift , 
Sod  carried  on  the  work  of  redemption  by  that.  That 
lecline  itfelf  was  one  thing  that  God  made  ufe  of  as  a 
urther  preparation  for  Chrift’s  coming. 

As  the  moon,  from  the  time  of  its  full,  is  approach- 
ng  nearer  and  nearer  to  her  conjunction  with  the  fun  ; 
o  her  light  is  ftill  more  and  more  decreafing,  till  at 
ength,  when  the  conjunction  comes,  it  is  wholly  fwal- 
owed  up  in  the  light  of  the  fun.  So  it  was  with  the 
lewifh  church  from  the  time  of  its  higheft  glory  in  So- 
omon’s  time.  In  the  latter  end  of  Solomon’s  reign, 
he  ftate  of  things  began  to  darken,  by  Solomon’s  cor- 
•upting  himfelf  with  idolatry,  which  much  obfeured  the 
^lory  of  this  mighty  and  wife  prince  ;  and  withal  trou- 
)les  began  to  arife  in  his  kingdom  ;  and  after  his  death 
he  kingdom  was  divided,  and  ten  tribes  revolted,  and 
withdrew  their  fubjeCtion  from  the  houfe  of  David, 
vithal  falling  away  from  the  true  worfhip  of  God  in 
he  temple  at  Jerulalem,  and  fetting  up  the  golden  calves 
)f  Bethel  and  Dan.  And  preiently  after  this  the  num- 
)er  of  the  ten  tribes  was  greatly  diminiihed  in  the  battle 
)f  Jeroboam  with  Abijali,  wherein  there  fell  down 
lain  of  Ifrael  five  hundred  thoufand  chofen  men  ; 
vhich  lofs  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  probably  never  in  any 
neafure  recovered. 

.  The  ten  tribes  finally  apoftatifed  from  the  true  God 
inder  Jeroboam,  and  the  kingdom  of  juclah  was  great¬ 
ly 
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ly  corrupted,  and  from  that  time  forward  were  more 
generally  in  a  corrupt  Rate  than  otherwife.  In  Allah’s 
time  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  did  not  only  worfhip  the 
calves  of  Bethel  and  Dan,  but  the  worfhip  of  Baal  was 
introduced.  Before  they  pretended  to  worfhip  the  true 
God  by  thefe  images,  the  calves  of  Jeroboam  ;  but  now 
Ahab  introduced  grofs  idolatry,  and  the  direct  worlhip 
of  falfe  gods  in  the  room  of  the  true  God  ;  and  foon 
after  the  worfhip  of  Baal  was  introduced  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Judah,  viz.  in  Jehoram’s  reign,  by  his  marry¬ 
ing  Athaliah,  the  daughtlier  of  Ahab.  After  this  God 
began  to  cut  Ifrael  fliort,  by  finally  deftroying  and  fend¬ 
ing  into  captivity  that  part  of  the  land  that  was  beyond 
Jordan,  as  you  may  fee  in  2  Kings  x.  32.  &c.  And 
then  after  this  Tiglath-Pilezer  fubdued  and  captivated 
all  the  northern  parts  of  the  land  ;  2  Kings  xv.  29.  and 
then  at  laft  all  the  land  of  the  ten  tribes  was  fubdued  by 
Salmanefer,  and  they  were  finally  carried  captive  out 
of  their  own  land.  After  this  alfo  the  kingdom  of 
Judah  was  carried  captive  into  Babylon,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  nation  never  returned.  Thofe  that  return¬ 
ed  were  but  a  fmall  number,  compared  with  what  had 
been  carried  captive  ;  and  for  the  moft  part  after  this 
they  were  dependent  on  the  power  of  other  dates,  be¬ 
ing  fubjeCt  one  while  to  the  kings  of  Perlia,  then  to  the 
monarchy  of  the  Grecians,  and  then  to  the  Romans. 
And  before  Chrift’s  time,  the  church  of  the  Jews  was 
become  exceeding  corrupt,  over-run  with  fuperdition 
and  felf-righteoufnefs .  And  how  fmall  a  flock  was  the 
church  of  Chrifl  in  the  days  of  his  incarnation  ! 

God,  by  this  gradual  decline  of  the  Jewifh  Rate  and 
church  from  Solomon’s  time,  prepared  the  way  for  the 
coming  of  Chrift  feveral  ways. 

1 .  The  decline  of  the  glory  of  this  legal  difpenfation, 
made  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  more  glorious 
difpenfation  of  the  gofpel.  The  decline  of  the  glory  of 
the  legal  difpenfation,  was  to  make  way  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  that  was  fo  much 
more  glorious,  that  the  legal  difpenlation  had  no  glory 
in  comparifon  with  it.  The  glory  of  the  ancient  dil* 
penfation,  fuch  as  it  was  in  Solomon’s  time,  confiding 
fo  much  in  external  glory,  was  but  a  childifh  glory, 
compared  with  the  fpiritual  glory  of  the  difpenlation 
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introduced  by  Chrift.  The  church,  under  the  Old 
Teftament,  was  a  child  under  tutors  and  governors, 
and  God  dealt  with  it  as  a  child.  Thofe  pompous  ex¬ 
ternals  are  called  by  the  apoftle,  weak  and  beggarly  ele - 
meats.  It  was  fit  that  thole  things  fhould  be  diminifh- 
ed  as  Chrift  approached  ;  as  John  the  Baptift,  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Chrift,  fpeaking  of  Chrift,  fays,  “  He  muft 
increafe,  but  I  muft  decreafe,”  John  iii.  30.  It  is  fit 
that  the  twinkling  ftars  fhould  gradually  withdraw  their 
glory,  when  the  fun  is  approaching  towards  his  riling* 
"The  glory  of  the  Jewifli  difpenfation  muft  be  gradually 
diminifhed,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  more  joyful  re¬ 
ception  of  the  fpiritual  glory  of  the  gofpel.  If  the  Jew- 
ifh  church,  when  Chrift  came,  had  been  in  the  fame 
external  glory  that  it  was  in,  in  the  reign  of  Solomon, 
men  would  have  had  their  eyes  fo  dazzled  with  it,  that 
they  would  not  have  been  likely  joyfully  to  exchange 
fuch  great  external  glory,  for  only  the  fpiritual  glory 
of  the  poor  defpifed  Jefus.  Again, 

2.  This  gradual  decline  of  the  glory  of  the  Jewifli 
ftate,  tended  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming  an¬ 
other  way,  viz.  as  it  tended  to  make  the  glory  of  God’s 
power,  in  the  great  effects  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  the 
more  confpicuous.  God’s  people’s  being  fo  diminifhed 
and  weakened  by  one  ftep  after  another,  till  Chrift 
came,  was  very  much  like  the  diminifhing  Gideon’s  ar¬ 
my.  God  told  Gideon,  that  the  people  that  was  with 
him,  was  too  many  for  him  to  deliver  the  Midianites 
into  their  hands,  left  Ifrael  fhould  vaunt  themfelves  a- 
gainft  him,  faying,  * ‘  My  own  hand  hath  laved  me.”1 
And  therefore  all  that  were  fearful  were  commanded  to 
return  ;  and  there  returned  twenty  and  two  thou- 
fand,  and  there  remained  ten  thoufand.  But  ftill  they 
were  too  many  ;  and  then,  by  trying  the  people  at  the 
water,  they  were  reduced  to  three  hundred  men.  So 
the  people  in  Solomon’s  time  were  too  many,  and 
mighty,  and  glorious  for  Chrift  *,  therefore  he  dimi- 
niihed  them  ;  firft,  by  fending  oft'  the  ten  tribes  ;  and. 
then  he  diminifhed  them  again  by  the  captivity  into  Ba¬ 
bylon  ;  and  then  they  were  further  diminifhed  by  the 
great  and  general  corruption  that  there  was  when  Chrift 
came  ;  fo  that  Chrift  found,  very  few  godly  perfons  a- 
mong  them  :  and  with  a  fmall  handful  of  difciples, 
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Chrift  conquered  the  world.  Thus  high  things  were 
brought  down,  that  Chrift  might  be  exalted. 

3.  This  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  as  it 
made  the  falvation  of  thole  Jews  that  were  faved  by 
Chrift,  to  be  more  fenfible  and  viftble.  Though  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews  was  rejected,  and  the 
Gentiles  called  in  their  room  j  yetthere  were  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  thoufands  of  the  Jews  that  were  faved  by  Chrift  af¬ 
ter  his  refurreCtion,  Acts  xxi.  20.  They  being  taken 
from  fo  low  a  hate  under  temporal  calamity  in  their 
bondage  to  the  Homans,  and  from  a  hate  of  great  fu- 
perhition  and  wickednefs,  that  the  Jewifh  nation  was 
then  fallen  into  ;  it  made  their  redemption  the  more 
fenfibly  and  vifibly  glorious. 

I  have  taken  notice  of  this  difpenfation  of  providence 
in  the  gradual  decline  of  the  Jewifh  church  in  this 
place,  becaule  it  began  in  the  reign  of  Solomon. 

XV.  I  would  here  take  notice  of  the  additions  that 


were  made  to  the  canon  of  feripture  in  or  foon  after  the 
reign  of  Solomon.  There  were  conliderable  additions 
made  by  Solomon  himfelf,  who  wrote  the  books  of 
Proverbs  and  Ecclcfiaftes,  probably  near  the  clofe  of  his 
reign.  His  writing  the  Song  of  Songs,  as  it  is  called, 
is  what  is  efpecially  here  to  be  taken  notice  of,  which  is 
wholly  on  the  fubjech  that  we  are  upon,  viz.  Chrift  and 
his  redemption,  representing  the  high  and  glorious  re¬ 
lation,  and  union,  and  love,  that  is  between  Chrift  and 
his  redeemed  church.  And  the  hiltcry  of  the  lcrip- 
tures  feems,  in  Solomon’s  reign,  and  fame  of  the  next 
fucceeding  reigns,  to  have  been  added  to  by  the  pro¬ 
phets  Nathan  and  Ahrjah,  and  Shcmaiah  and  Iddo. 
It  is. probable  that  part  of  the  hiftory  which  we  have  in 
the  firft  of  Kings,  was  written  by  them,  by  what  is  laid 
2  Chron.  ix.  29.  and  in  chap.  xii.  15.  and  in  chap.  xiii. 
22. 


XVI.  God’s  wonderfully  upholding  his  church  and 
the  true  religion  through  this  period.  It  was  vervwon- 
clerfiil,  conlidering  the  many  and  great  apoftafies  that 
there  were  of  that  people  to  idolatry.  When  the  ten 
tribes  had  generally  and  finally  forfaken  the  true  wot* 
fliip  of  God,  God  kept  up  the  true  religion  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Judah  ;  and  when  they  corrupted  themfelves, 
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as  they  very  often  did  exceedingly?  and  idolatiy  was 
ready  totally  to  fwallow  all  up,  yet  God  kept  the  lamp 
alive,  and  was  often  plealed  when  tilings  feenied  u)  .  - 
come  to  an  extremity,  and  religion  at  its  talc  g“!p? 
grant  blefted  revivals  by  remarkable  outpourings  of 
his  Spirit,  particularly  in  Hezekiah  s  and  Joiiah  s  tune. 

XVII.  God  remarkably  kept  the  book  of  the  law 
from  being  loft  in  times  of  general  and  long-coniinut  d 
neglect  of  and  enmity  againft  it.  The  molt  remark¬ 
able  inftance  of  this  kind  that  we  have,  was  the  pieiei- 
vation  of  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  time  of  the  gieat 
apoftafy  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  long  reign  of 
Manafiah,  which  lafted  fifty-five  years,  and  then  afu  l 
that  the  reign  of  Amon  his  Ion.  1  his  while  the  booi^ 
of  the  law  was  fo  much  neglected,  and  Inch  a  careleis 
and  profane  management  of  the  affairs  Ox  the  temple 
prevailed,  that  the  book  of  the  law,  that  u fed  to  be 
laid  up  by  the  fide  of  the  ark  in  the  l  loiy  of  j  lodes, 
was  loft  for  a  long  time  ,  no  body  knew  w  here  it  was. 
But  yet  God  preferved  it  from  being  finally  loft.  In 
Joiiah ’s  time,  when  they  came  to  repair  the  temple,  it 
was  found  buried  in  rubbilh,  after  it  had  been  loft  ft) 
long  that  Joiiah  himfelf  feems  to  have  been  much  a 
ft  ranger  to  it  till  now.  See  2  Kings  xxd.  8.  Kc. 

XVIII.  God’s  remarkably  preferring  tne  tribe  of 
which  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  from  being  ruined  through 
the  many  and  great  dangers  of  this  period.  1  he  visi¬ 
ble  church  of  Chrift  from  Solomon’s  reign,  was  main¬ 
ly  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.  The  tribe  of  Benjamin,  that 
was  annexed  to  them,  was  but  a  very  fmali  tribe,  and 
the  tribe  of  judah  exceeding  large  j  and  as  Judah  took 
Benjamin  under  his  covert  when  he  went  into  Egypt  to 
bring  corn,  fo  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  feemed  to  be  un¬ 
der  the  covert  of  Judah  ever  after  :  and  though,  on 
occafion  of  Jeroboam’s  fetting  up  the  calves  at  Bethel 
and  Dan,  the  Levites  reforted  to  Judah  out  of  ail  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael,  (2  Chron  xi.  13.) ;  yet  they  were  alfo 
fmali,  and  not  reckoned  among  the  tribes  :  and  though 
many  of  the  ten  tribes  did  alio  on  that  occafion,  for  the 
fake  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  the  temple,  leave  their 
inheritances  in  their  feveral  tribes,  and  removed  and 
fettled  in  Judah,  and  fo  were  incorporated  with  them, 
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as  we  have  account  in  the  chapter  juft  quoted,  and  16th 
yerfe  •,  yet  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  fo  much  the  prevail 
ing  part,  that  they  were  called  by  one  name,  they  were 
called  Judah  :  therefore  God  faid  to  Solomon,  i  Kings 
xi.  13.  u  I  will  not  rend  away  ail  the  kingdom:  but 
will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  Ion,  for  David  my  fervant’s 
“  fake,  and  for  Jeruialem’s  fake,  which  I  have  chofen,” 
and  lo  ver.  32.  36.  So  when  the  ten  tribes  were  carried 
captive,  it  is  faid,  there  was  none  left  but  the  tribe  ©f 
Judah  only  :  2  Kings  xvii.  18.  le  Therefore  the  Lord 
(i  was  very  wroth  with  Ifrael,  and  removed  them  out 
“  of  his  light  :  there  was  none  left  but  the  tribe  of  Ju- 
“  dah  only.”  Whence  they  were  ail  called  Jews,  which 
is  a  word  that  comes  from  Judah. 

This  was  the  tribe  of  which  Chrift  was  to  come  *,  and 
in  this  chiefly  did  God’s  vifible  church  confift,  from  So¬ 
lomon’s  time  :  and  this  was  the  people  over  whom  the 
kings  that  were  legal  anceftors  of  Chrift,  and  were 
of  the  houfe  of  David,  reigned.  This  people  was  won¬ 
derfully  preferved  from  deftrudfion  during  this  period, 
when  they  often  feemed  to  be  upon  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
juft  ready  to  be  fvvallowed  up.  So  it  was  in  Pvehoboam’s 
time,  when  Shifhak  king  of  Egypt  came  againft  Judah 
with  fuch  a  vaft  force  ,  yet  then  God  manifeftly  pre¬ 
ferved  them  from  being  deftroyed.  Of  this  we  read  in 
the  beginning  of  the  12th  chapter  of  2  Chronicles.  So 
it  was  again  in  Abijah’s  time,  when  Jeroboam  fet  the 
battle  in  array  againft  him  with  eight  hundred  thoufand 
chofen  men  j  a  mighty  army  indeed.  We  read  of  it, 
2  Chron.  xiii.  3.  Then  God  wrought  deliverance  to 
Judah,  out  of  regard  to  the  covenant  of  grace  eftablifhed 
with  David,  as  is  evident  by  ver.  4.  and  5. ;  and  the  vic¬ 
tory  they  obtained  was  becaufe  the  Lord  was  on  their 
lide,  as  you  may  fee,  ver.  12.  So  it  was  again  in  Afa’s 
time,  when  Zerah  the  Ethiopian  came  againft  him  with 
a  yet  larger  army  of  a  thoufand  thoufand  and  three 
hundred  chariots,  2  Chron.  xiv.  9.  On  this  occafion 
A  fa  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  tr  lifted  in  him,  being  fen- 
ftble  that  it  was  nothing  with  him  to  help  thofe  that 
had  no  power  ;  ver.  11.  And  Afa  cried  unto  the 
(i  Lord  his  God,  and  faid,  Lord,  it  is  nothin?  with  thee 
to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  thofe  that  have 
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tC  no  power.”  And  accordingly  God  gave  them  a  glo¬ 
rious  victory  over  this  mighty  hoft. 

So  again  it  was  in  jeholhaphat’s  time,  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Moab,  and  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Mount  Seir,  combined  together  againft 
Judah  with  a  mighty  army,  a  force  vaftly  fuperior  to 
any  that  Jehofhaphat  could  raife  ;  and  Jehofhaphat  and 
his  people  were  greatly  afraid  :  yet  they  fet  themfelves 
to  feek  God  on  this  occalion,  and  trufted  in  him  ;  and 
God  told  them  by  one  of  his  prophets,  that  they  need 
not  fear  them,  nor  fhould  they  have  any  occalion  to 
fight  in  this  battle,  they  fhould  only  hand  ftill  and  fee 
the  falvation  of  the  Lord.  And  according  to  his  di¬ 
rection,  they  only  hood  hill,  and  fang  praifes  to  God, 
and  God  made  their  enemies  do  the  work  themfelves, 
and  fet  them  to  killing  one  another ;  and  the  children 
of  Judah  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  gather  the  fpoil, 
which  was  more  than  they  could  carry  away.  We  have 
the  hory  in  2  Chron.  xx. 

So  it  was  again  in  Ahaz’s  time,  when  Rezin  the  king  of 
Syria,  and  Pekah  the  fon  of  Remaliah,  the  king  of  If- 
rael,  confpired  againh  Judah,  and  feemed  to  be  fure  of 
their  purpofe  *,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  already.  So 
it  was  again  in  Hezekiah’s  time,  when  Sennacherib,  that 
great  king  of  Aflyria,  and  head  of  the  greateft  monar¬ 
chy  that  was  then  in  the  world,  came  up  againll:  all  the 
fenced  cities  of  Judah,  after  he  had  conquered  moft  of 
the  neighbouring  countries,  and  Lent  Rablliakeh,  the 
captain  of  his  hoft,  againft  Jerufalem,  who  came,  and  in 
a  very  proud  and  fcornful  manner  infulted  Hezekiah 
and  his  people,  as  being  fure  of  victory  \  and  the  people 
were  trembling  for  fear,  like  lambs  before  a  lion.  Then 
God  lent  Ifaiah  the  prophet  to  comfort  them,  and  af- 
fure  them  that  they  fhould  not  prevail ;  as  a  token  of 
which  he  gave  them  this  lign,  viz.  that  the  earth,  for 
two  years  fucceflively,  fhould  bring  forth  food  of  itfelf, 
from  the  roots  of  the  old  ftalks,  without  their  plowing 
or  fowing  ;  and  then  the  third  year  they  fhould  fow 
and  reap,  and  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of 
them,  and  live  on  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  as  they 
were  wont  to  do  before.  See  2  Kings  xix.  29.  This  is 
mentioned  as  a  type  of  what  is  promifed  in  ver.  30.  31. 
u  And  the  remnant  that  is  efcaped  of  the  houfe  of  Ju~ 
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<£  dah,  lhall  yet  again  take  root  downward,  and  bear 
tc  fruit  upward.  For  out  of  Jerufalem  lhall  go  forth  a 
€t  remnant,  and  they  that  efcape,  out  of  Mount  Zion  : 
u  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  lhall  do  this.”  The 
corn’s  fpringing  again  after  it  had  been  cut  off  with  the 
fickle,  and  bringing  forth  another  crop  from  the  roots, 
that  feemed  to  be  dead,  and  fo  once  and  again,  repre- 
fents  the  church’s  reviving  again,  as  it  were  out  of  its 
own  allies,  and  flourifhing  like  a  plant  after  it  had 
feemingiy  been  cut  down  paft  recovery.  When  the  e- 
nemies  of  the  church  have  done  their  utmoft,  and  feem  - 
to  have  gained  their  point,  and  to  have  overthrown  the 
church,  fo  that  the  being  of  it  is  fcarcely  viffble,  but 
like  a  living  root  hid  under  ground ;  yet  there  is  a  fe- 
cret  life  in  it  that  will  caufe  it  to  flouriffi  again,  and  to 
take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward.  This  was 
fulfilled  now  at  this  time  :  for  the  king  of  Affyria  had 
already  taken  and  carried  captive  the  ten  tribes  ;  and 
Sennacherib  had  alfo  taken  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  ranged  the  country  round  about,  and  Jeru¬ 
falem  only  remained  ;  and  Rabfhakeh  had  in  his  own 
imagination  already  fwallowed  that  up,  as  he  had  alfo 
in  the  fearful  apprelienlions  of  the  Jews  themfelves. 
.But  yet  God  wrought  a  wonderful  deliverance.  He 
fent  an  angel,  that  in  one  night  fmote  an  hundred 
fourfcore  and  five  thoufand  in  the  enemy’s  camp. 

XIX.  In  the  reign  of  Uzziah,  and  the  following 
reigns,  God  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  a  fet  of  eminent 
prophets,  who  fhould  commit  their  prophecies  to  wri¬ 
ting,  and  leave  them  for  theufe  of  his  church  in  all  ages. 
We  before  obferved,  how  that  God  began  a  conffant 
fucceflion  of  prophets  in  Ifrael  in  Samuel’s  time,  and 
many  of  thefe  prophets  wrote  by  divine  infpiration, 
and  fo  added  to  the  canon  of  fcripture  before  Uzziah’s 
time.  But  none  of  them  are  fuppofed  to  have  written 
books  of  prophecies  till  now.  Several  of  them  wrote 
liiffories  of  the  wonderful  difpeniations  of  God  towards 
his  church.  This  we  have  obferved  already  of  Samuel, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  have  written  Judges  and  Ruth,  and 
part  of  the  firft  of  Samuel,  if  not  the  book  of  Jofhua. 
/incl  Nathan  and  Gad  feem  to  have  written  the  reft  of 
the  two  books  of  Samuel:  and  Nathan,  with  Ahijah 
and  Iddo,  wrote  the  hiftory  of  Solomon,  which  is  pro¬ 
bably 
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bably  that  which  we  have  in  the  firft  book  of  Kings. 
The  hiftory  of  Ifrael  feems  to  have  been  further  carried 
on  by  Iddo  and  Shemaiah  :  2  Chron.  xii.  15.  “  Now 

“  the  a<fts  of  Rhelioboam,  firft  and  laft,  are  they  not 
“  written 'in  the  book  of  Shemaiah  the  prophet,  and 
“  Iddo  the  feer,  concerning  genealogies  ?”  And  after 
that  the  hiftory  feems  to  have  been  further  carried  on 
by  the  Prophet  Jehu,  the  fon  of  Hanani :  2  Chron.  xx. 
34.  “  Now  the  reft  of  the  a<Ts  of  Jehofhaphat,  firft 
a  and  laft,  behold  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  Jehu 
“  the  fon  of  Hanani,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  book 
if  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,”  as  we  find  him  to  be  1  Kings 
xvi  1.7.  And  then  it  was  further  continued  by  the  Pro¬ 
phet  Ifaiali  :  2  Chron.  xxvi.  22.  “  Now  the  reft  of  the 
“  a<fts  of  Uzziah,  firft  and  laft,  did  Ifaiah  the  prophet 
“  the  fon  of  Amos  write  ”  He  probably  did  it  as  well 
in  theffecond  book  of  Kings,  as  in  the  book  of  his  pro¬ 
phecy.  And  the  hiftory  was  carried  on  and  finiflied  by 
other  prophets  after  him. 

Thus  the  prophets,  even  from  Samuel’s  time,  had 
from  time  to  time  been  adding  to  the  canon  of  fcrip- 
ture  by  their  hiftorical  writings.  But  now,  in  the  days 
of  Uzziah,  did  God  firft  raife  up  a  fet  of  great  pro¬ 
phets,  not  only  to  write  hiftories,  but  to  write  books  of 
their  prophecies.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  thought  to  be 
Hofea  the  fon  of  Beeri,  and  therefore  his  prophecy,  or 
the  word  of  the  Lord  by  him,  is  called  the  beginning  of 
the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  as  Hof  i.  2.  “  The  beginning  of 
“  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Hofea*,”  that  is,  the  begin¬ 
ning,  or  the  firft  part,  of  the  written  word  of  that 
kind,  viz.  that  which  is  written  in  books  of  prophecy. 
He  prophefied  in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz,  ’ 
and  Hezekiah,  kings  of  Judah,  and  in  the  days  of  Je¬ 
roboam,  the  fon  of  Joaih,  king  of  Ifrael.  There  were 
many  other  witneffes  for  God  raifed  up  about  the  fame 
time  to  commit  their  prophecies  to  writing,  Ifaiah,  and 
Amos,  and  Jonah,  and  Micali,  and  Nahum,  and  pro¬ 
bably  fome  others  ;  and  fo  from  that  time  forward  God 
feemed  to  continue  a  fucceflion  of  writing  prophets. 

This  was  a  great  difpenfation  of  providence,  and  a 
great  advance  made  in  the  affair  of  redemption,  which 
appears,  if  we  confxder  what  was  faid  before,  that  the 
main  bufmefs  of  the  prophets  was  to  forefhew  Chrift 
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and  his  redemption.  They  were  all  forerunners  of  the 
great  prophet.  The  main  end  why  the  fpirit  of  prophe¬ 
cy  was  given  them  was,  that  they  might  give  teftimony 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  Redeemer,  that  was  to  come  ; 
and  therefore  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  and  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  are  fpoken  of  as  the  fame  thing  :  R.ev  xix. 
jo.  “  And  1  fell  at  his  feet  to  worftiip  him  :  and  he  faid 
€€  unto  me,  See  thou  do  it  not :  I  am  thy  fellow-fer- 
<c  vant,  and  of  thy  brethren  that  have  the  teftimony  of 
<e  Jefus  :  worfhip  God  :  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  is 

the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ”  And  therefore  we  find, 
that  the  great  and  main  thing  that  the  moft  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  in  their  written  prophecies  inftft  upon,  is  Chrift 
and  his  redemption,  and  the  glorious  times  of  the  go- 
fpel,  which  fhould  be  in  the  latter  days,  according  to 
their  manner  of  expreflion.  And  though  many  other 
things  were  fpoken  of  in  their  prophecies,  yet  it  feems 
to  be  only  as  introductory  to  their  prophecy  of  thefe 
great  things.  Whatever  they  prophefy  of,  here  their 
prophecies  commonly  terminate,  as  you  may  fee  by  a 
careful  perufal  of  their  writings. 

Thefe  prophets  were  fet  to  writing  their  prophecies 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  was  in  them,  chiefly  for  that 
end,  to  forefhow  and  prepare  the  way  for  the  coming 
of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  fliould  follow.  And  in 
what  an  exalted  ftrain  do  they  all  fpeak  of  thofe  things  ! 
Many  other  things  they  Ipeak  of  in  mens  ulual  lan¬ 
guage.  But  when  they  come  upon  this  fubjeCt,  what  a 
joyful  heavenly  fublimity  is  there  in  the  language  they 
life  about  it  !  Some  of  them  are  very  particular  and 
full  in  their  predictions  of  thefe  things,  and  above  all 
the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  who  is  therefore  defervedly  called 
the  evangelical  prophet .  He  feems  to  teach  the  glorious 
doCtrines  of  the  gofpel  almoft  as  plainly  as  the  apoftles 
did,  who  preached  after  Chrift  was  actually  come. 
The  Apoftle  Paul  therefore  takes  notice,  that  the  Pro¬ 
phet  Efaias  is  very  bold,  Rom.  x.  20.  i.  e.  as  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word,  as  ufed  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  very 
plain,  he  fpeaks  out  very  plainly  and  fully  ;  fo  being 
“  very  bold”  is  ufed  2  Cor.  iii.  12.  we  ufe  “great 
“  plainnefs  of  fpeach,”  or  “  boldnefs,”  as  it  is  in  the 
margin. 

How  plainly  and  fully  does  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  de- 
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fcribe  the  manner  and  circumftances,  the  nature  and 
end,  of  the  fuffe  rings  and  facrifice  of  Chrift,  in  the  53d 
chapter  of  his  prophecy.  There  is  fcarce  a  chapter  in 
the  New  Te ftament  itfelf  which  is  more  full  on  it  !  and 
how  much,  and  in  what  a  glorious  ftrain,  does  the  fame 
prophet  fpeak  from  time  to  time  of  the  glorious  bene¬ 
fits  of  Chrift,  the  unfpeakable  bleflings  which  fliall 
redound  to  his  church  through  his  redemption  !  Jelus 
Chrift,  the  perfon  that  this  prophet  fpoke  fo  much  of, 
once  appeared  to  Ifaiah  in  the  form  of  the  human  na¬ 
ture,  the  nature  that  he  fhould  afterwards  take  upon 
him.  We  have  an  account  of  it  in  the  6th  chapter  of 
his  prophecy  at  the  beginning  :  u  I  faw  alfo  the  Lord 
t(  fitting  on  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train 
<(  filled  the  temple,”  &c.  This  was  Clirift  that  Ifaiah 
now  faw,  as  we  are  exprefsly  told  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  See  John  xii.  39.  40.  41. 

And  if  we  confider  the  abundant  prophecies  of  this 
and  the  other  prophets,  what  a  great  increale  is  there 
of  the  light  of  the  go'fpel,  which  had  been  growing 
from  the  fall  of  man  to  ahis  day  ?  How  plentiful  are 
the  revelations  and  prophecies  of  Chrift  now,  to  what 
they  were  in  the  firft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
from  Adam  to  Noah  ?  or  to  what  they  were  in  the  fe- 
cond,  from  Noah  to  Abraham  ?  or  to  what  they  were 
before  Mofes,  or  in  the  time  of  Mofes,  Jofhua,  and 
the  fudges  ?  This  difpenfation  that  we  are  now  fpeak- 
ing  of,  was  alfo  a  glorious  advance  of  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  by  the  great  additions  that  were  made  to  the 
canon  of  fcripture.  Great  part  of  the  Old  Teftament 
was  written  now  from  the  days  of  Uzziah  to  the  capti¬ 
vity  into  Babylon.  And  how  excellent  are  thofe  por¬ 
tions  of  it  ?  What  a  precious  treafure  have  thofe  pro¬ 
phets  committed  to  the  church  of  God,  tending  greatly 
to  confirm  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  and  which  has  been 
of  great  comfort  and  benefit  to  God’s  church  in  all 
ages  fince,  and  doubtlefs  will  be  to  the  end  of  the 
world* 
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PART  VI. 

From  the  Babylonifh  captivity  to  the  coming  of  Chrijl . 

(  I  I  i  }  ;  ?  )  ;  ;  7  '•)  -J  f  C  )  1  i  rr  TV  _•*..,  .  w  ^7  *  [•.;  y*s  CT 

.  f  ‘  '  ‘  '■  A  <  -  -  ’<*■'  *  '•  v-: 

I  Co  me  now  to  the  laft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
viz.  that  which  begins  with  the  Babylonijh  captivity , 
and  extends  to  the  coming  of  Chrijl ,  being  the  greateft  part 
of  fix  hundred  years,  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  through  this  period/ 

1 1  '  - 2. '  1  4  /  U  fl  i  ‘  *  '  «  f  ..  '  i  S ['}■  1  ■■  i  ]  j  hAl  t  '  «  !  'f  lOl"!  Q  ft  f 

t  **»•  'i  * 

But  before  I  enter  upon  particulars,  I  would  obferve 
in  three  things  wherein  this  period  is  diftinguifhed  from 
the  preceding  periods  of  the  times  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment. 

1.  Though  we  have  no  account  of  a  great  part  of 
this  period  in  the  feripture-hiftory*  yet  the  events  of  this 
period  are  more  the  fubjedt  of  fcripture-prophecy,  than 
any  of  the  preceding  periods.  There  are  two  ways 
wherein  the  feriptures  give  account  of  the  events  by 
which  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  one  ;  one  is 
by  hiftory,  and  another  is  by  prophecy  :  and  in  one  or 
the  other  of  thefe  ways  we  have  contained  in  the  ferip- 
tures  an  account  how  the  work  of  redemption  is  car¬ 
ried  on  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  Although  the 
feriptures  do  not  contain  a  proper  hiftory  of  the  whole, 
yet  there  is  contained  the  whole  chain  of  great  events 
by  which  this  affair  hath  been  carried  on  from  the  foun¬ 
dation,  foon  after  the  fall  of  man,  to  the  finiftiing  of  it 
at  the  end  of  the  world,  either  in  hiftory  or  prophecy. 
And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  where  the  feripture  is 
wanting  in  one  of  thefe  ways*  it  is  made  up  in  the  o- 
ther.  Where  feripture-hiftory  fails,  there  prophecy 
takes  place  j  fo  that  the  account  is  fl  ill  carried  on,  and 
the  chain  is  not  broken,  till  we  come  to  the  very  laft 
link  of  it  in  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

And  accordingly  it  is  obfervable  of  this  period  or 
fpace  of  time  that  we  are  upon,  that  though  it  is  fo 
much  lefs  the  fubjecl  of  feripture-hiftory,  than  molt  of 
the  preceding  periods,  fo  that  there  is  above  four  hun¬ 
dred  years  of  it  that  the  feriptures  give  us  no  hiftory  of; 
yet  the  events  of  this  period  are  more  the  fubjedft  of 
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fcripture-prophecy,  than  the  events  of  all  the  preceding 
periods  put  together.  Moil  of  thofe  remarkable  pro¬ 
phecies  of  the  book  of  Daniel  do  refer  to  events  that 
were  accomplifhed  in  this  period  :  fo  moil  of  thofe  pro¬ 
phecies  in  Ifaiah,  and  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel,  again  ft 
Babylon,  and  Tyrus,  and  againft  Egypt,  and  many  o- 
ther  nations,  were  fulfilled  in  this  period. 

So  that  the  reafon  why  the  fcrip.tures  give  us  no  hi- 
ftory  of  fo  great  apart  of  this  period,  is  not  becauie  the 
events  of  this  period  were  not  fo  important,  or  lei s  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  taken  notice  of,  than  the  events  of  the  forego¬ 
ing  periods  j  for  I  ihall  hereafter  fhow  how  great  and 
diftinguiihedly  remarkable  the  events  of  this  period 
were.  But  there  are  feveral  other  realons  which  may 
be  given  of  it.  One  is,  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy  fhould  ceafe  in  this  period,  (for 
reafons  that  may  be  given  hereafter)  \  fo  that  there 
were  no  prophets  to  write  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times  ; 
and  therefore  God  designing  this,  rook  care  that  the 
great  events  of  this  period  fhould  not  be  without  men¬ 
tion  in  his  word  *,  and  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  prophecies 
of  feripture  fhould  be  more  full  here,  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  periods.  It  is  obfervable,  that  that  fet  of  wri¬ 
ting  prophets  that  God  raifed  up  in  Iffael,  were  railed 
up  at  the  latter  end  of  the  foregoing  period,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  this  ;  which  it  is  likely  was  partly  for 
that  reafon,  that  the  time  was  now  approaching,  of 
which  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  having  cealed,  there  was 
to  be  no  feripture -hiftory,  and  therefore  no  other  lcrip- 
ture-account  but  what  was  given  in  prophecy. 

And  another  reafon  that  may  be  given  why  there 
was  fo  great  a  part  of  this,  period  left  without  an  hifto^ 
rical  account  in  feripture,  is,  that  God  in  his  providence 
■  took  care,  that  there  fhould  be  authentic  and  full  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  events  of  this  period  preferred  in  pro¬ 
fane  hiftory.  It  is  remarkable,  and  very  worthy  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  that  with  refpedt  to  the  events  of  the 
five  preceding  periods,  of  which  the  feriptures  give  the 
hiftory,  profane  hiftory  gives  us  no  account,  or  at 
leaft  of  but  very  few  of  them.  I  here  are  many  fabu¬ 
lous  and  uncertain  accounts  of  things  that  happened  be¬ 
fore  \  but  the  beginning  of  the  times  of  authentic  pro¬ 
fane  hiftory  is  judged  to  be  but  a  little  before  Nebuchad- 
~  nezzar’s* 
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nezzar’s  time,  about  an  hundred  years  before.  The 
learned  men  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  ufed  to 
call  the  ages  before  that  the  fabulous  age ;  but  the  times 
after  that  they  called  the  hijlorical  age .  And  from  a- 
bout  that  time  to  the  coming  of  Chrift,  we  have  un¬ 
doubted  accounts  in  profane  hiftory  of  the  principal 
events  ;  accounts  that  wonderfully  agree  with  the  many 
prophecies  that  we  have  in  feripture  of  thofe  times. 

Ihus  did  the  great  God,  that  difpofes  all  things,  or¬ 
der  it.  He  took  care  to  give  an  hiftorical  account  of 
things  from  the  beginning  qf  the  world,  through  all 
thole  former  ages  which  profane  hiftory  does  not 
reach,  and  ceafed  not  till  he  came  to  thofe  later  ages 
in  which  profane  hiftory  related  things  with  fome  cer¬ 
tainty  :  and  concerning  thofe  times,  he  gives  us  abun¬ 
dant  account  in  prophecy,  that  by  comparing  profane 
hiftory  with  thofe  prophecies,  we  might  fee  the  agree¬ 
ment. 

2.  This  period  being  the  laft  period  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  the  next  to  the  coming  of  Chrift,  feems  to 
have* been  remarkably  diftinguiflied  from  all  others  in 
the  great  revolutions  that  were  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  to  make  way  for  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  The 
time  now  drawing  nigh,  wherein  Chrift,  the  great  King 
and  Saviour  of  the  world,  was  to  come,  great  and  migh¬ 
ty  were  the  changes  that  were  brought  to  pafs  in  order 
to  it.  The  way  had  been  preparing  for  the  coming  of 
Chrift  from  the  fall  of  man,  through  all  the  foregoing 
periods  :  but  now  the  time  drawing  nigh,  things  began 
to  ripen  apace  tor  Ch rift’s  coming  ;  and  therefore  di¬ 
vine  providence  wrought  wonderfully  now.  The  great- 
eft  revolutions  that  any  hjftory  whatfoever  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of,  that  ever  had  been  from  the  flood,  fell  out  in 
this  period.  Almoft  all  the  then  known  world,  i.  e. 
all  the  nations  that  were  round  about  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  far  and  near,  that  were  within  the  reach  of  their 
knowledge,  were  overturned  again  and  again.  All 
lands  were  in  their  turns  fubdued,  captivated,  and  as  it 
were  emptied,  and  turned  uplide  down,  and  that  moft 
of  them  repeatedly,  in  this  period  ;  agreeable  to  that 
prophecy.  If.  xxiv.  i.  “  Behold,  the  Lord  maketh  the 
“  earth  empty ;  he  maketh  it  wafte,  and  turneth  it  up- 
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“  fide  down,  and  fcattereth  abroad  the  inhabitants 
fC  thereof.” 

This  emptying,  and  turning  upfide  down,  began  with 
God’s  vifible  church,  in  their  captivity  by  the  king  of 
Babylon.  And  then  the  cup  from  them  went  round  to 
all  other  nations,  agreeable  to  what  God  revealed  to  the 
Prophet  Jeremiah,  xxv.  15. — 27.  Here  fpecial  refpeft 
feems  to  be  had  to  the  great  revolutions  that  there  were 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  in  the  times  of  the  Babylonifh 
empire.  But  after  that  there  were  three  general  over¬ 
turnings  of  the  world  before  Chrift  came,  in  the  fuc- 
cefEon  of  the  three  great  monarchies  of  the  world 
that  were  after  the  Babylonifh  empire.  The  king  of 
Babylon  is  reprefented  in  feripture  as  overturning  the 
world  :  but  after  that,  the  Babylonifh  empire  was  over¬ 
thrown  by  Cyrus  ;  who  founded  the  Perfian  empire  in 
the  room  of  it ;  which  was  of  much  greater  extent  than 
the  Babylonilh  empire  in  its  greatefi:  glory.  Thus  the 
world  was  overturned  the  fecond  time.  And  jthen,  af¬ 
ter  that,  the  Perfian  empire  was  overthrown  by  Alexan¬ 
der,  and  the  Grecian  empire  was  fet  up  upon  the  ruins 
of  it ;  which  was  flill  of  much  greater  extent  than  the 
Perfian  empire  :  and  thus  there  was  a  general  over¬ 
turning  of  the  world  a  third  time.  And  then,  after  that, 
the  Grecian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  Romans, 
and  the  Roman  empire  was  eftabli  filed  ;  which  vaftly 
exceeded  all  the  foregoing  empires  in  power  and  extent 
of  dominion.  And  fo  the  world  was  overturned  the 
fourth  time. 

Thefe  feveral  monarchies,  and  the  great  revolutions 
of  the  world  under  them,  are  abundantly  fpoken  of  in 
the  prophecies  of  Daniel.  They  are  reprefented  in  Ne- 
buchadnezzer’s  image  of  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  iron, 
and  Daniel’s  interpretation  of  it  in  the  fecond  chapter  of 
Daniel  ;  and  then  in  Daniel’s  vifion  of  the  four  beafts, 
and  the  angel’s  interpretation  of  it  in  the  feventh  chap¬ 
ter  of  Daniel.  And  the  fucceffion  of  the  Perfian  and 
Grecian  monarchies  is  more  particularly  reprefented  in 
the  8th  chapter  in  Daniel’s  vifion  of  the  ram  and  th* 
he-goat,  and  again  in  the  1  ith  chapter  of  Daniel. 

And  befide  thefe  four  general  overturnings  of  the 
world,  the  world  was  kept  in  a  conftarit  tumult  between 
whiles  :  and  indeed  the  world  was  as  it  were  in  a  con¬ 
tinual 
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tinual  convulfion  through  this  whole  period  till  Chrift 
came.  Before  this  period,  the  face  of  the  earth  was 
comparatively  in  quietnefs  :  though  there  were  many 
great  wars  among  the  nations,  yet  we  read  of  no  fuch 
mighty  and  univerfal  convuldons  and  overturnings  as 
there  were  in  this  period.  The  nations  of  the  world, 
mod  of  them,  had  long  remained  on  their  lees  as  it 
were,  without  being  emptied  from  vefiel  to  veffel,  as  is 
faid  of  Moab,  Jer.  xlviii.  n.  Now  thefe  great  over¬ 
turnings  were  becaufe  the  time  of  the  great  Mediah  drew 
nigh.  That  they  were  to  prepare  the  way  for  Ohrid’s 
coming,  is  evident  by  fcripture,  particularly  by  Ezek. 
xxi.  27.  “I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it,  and 
it  fhall  be  no  more,  until  he  come  whofe  right  it 
*c  is,  and  I  will  give  it  him.”  The  prophet,  by  re^ 
peating  the  word  overturn  three  times,  has  refpe<d  to 
three  overturnings,  as  in  the  Revelation,  viii.  13.  The 
repetition  of  the  word  wo  three  times,  lignifies  three 
didimd  woes  ;  as  appears  by  what  follows,  ix.  12.  u  One 
(C  wo  is  pad:  and  xi.  14.  “  The  fecond  wo  is  pad, 

and  behold  the  third  wo  cometh  quickly.”  . 

It  mud  be  noted,  that  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  propheded 
in  the  time  of  the  Babylonifh  captivity ;  and  therefore 
there  were  three  great  and  general  overturnings  of  the 
world  to  come  after  this  prophecy,  before  Ohrid  came  $ 
the  drd  by  the  Perdans,  the  fecond  by  the  Grecians, 
the  third  by  the  Romans  ;  and  then  after  that  Chrid, 
whofe  right  it  was  to  take  the  diadem,  and  reign,  Ihould 
come.  Here  thefe  great  overturnings  are  evidently  fpo- 
ken  of  as  preparatory  to  the  coming  and  kingdom  of 
Chrid.  But  to  underdand  the  words  aright,  we  mud 
note  the  particular  expredion,  “  I  will  overturn,  over- 
**  turn,  overturn  it”  i,  e.  the  diadem  and  crown  of 
Ifrael,  or  the  fupreme  temporal  dominion  over  God’s 
vidble  people.  This  God  faid  fhould  be  no  more,  i.  e. 
the  crown  fhould  be  taken  off,  and  the  diadem  remo¬ 
ved,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  foregoing  veffe.  The  fupreme 
power  over  Ifrael  fhould  be  no  more  in  the  royal  line 
of  David,  to  which  it  properly  belonged,  but  Ihould 
be  removed  away,  and  given  to  others,  and  overturned 
from  one  to  another  :  drd  the  fupreme  power  Over  If¬ 
rael  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Perdans  ;  and  then 
it  fhould  be  overturned  again  and  then  it  fhould  be  in 


Fart  VI.  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  12 7 

the  hands  of  the  Grecians  ;  and  then  it  fhould  be  over¬ 
turned  again,  and  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans, 
and  fhould  be  no  more  in  the  line  of  David,  till  that 
very  perfon  fhould  c<Tme,  that  was  the  fon  of  David, 
whole  proper  right  it  was,  and  then  God  would  give  it 
to  him. 

That  thofe  great  fhakings  and  revolutions  of  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world,  were  all  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Chrift’s  coming,  and  fetting  up  his  kingdom  in  the 
World,  is  further  manifeft  by  Haggai,  ii.  6.  7.  “  For 
“  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  holds,  Yet  once,  it  is  a  little 
“  while,  and  I  will  fhake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth, 
*c  and  the  fea,  and  the  dry  land  :  and  I  will  fhake  all 
u  nations,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations  fhall  come,  and 
eC  I  will  fill  this  houfe  with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of 
*?  hofts.”  And  again,  verf.  21.  22.  and  23.  It  is 
evident  by  this,  that  thefe  great  revolutions  and  fha¬ 
kings  of  the  nations,  whereby  the  thrones  of  kingdoms 
and  armies  were  overthrown,  and  every  one  came  down 
by  the  fword  of  his  brother,  were  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  coming  of  him  who  is  the  defire  of  all  na¬ 
tions. 

The  great  changes  and  troubles  that  have  fome- 
times  been  in  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift,  are  in  Rev, 
xii.  2.  compared  to  the  church’s  being  in  travail  to 
bring  forth  Chrift  :  lo  thefe  great  troubles  and  mighty 
revolutions  that  were  in  the  world  before  Chrift  was 
born,  were,  as  it  were,  the  world’s  being  in  travail  to 
bring  forth  the  Son  of  God.  The  apoftle,  in  the  8th 
of  Romans,  reprefents  the  whole  creation  as  groaning 
and  travailing  in  pain  together  until  now,  to  bring  forth 
the  liberty  and  manifestation  of  the  children  of  God. 
So  the  world  as  it  were  travailed  in  pain,  and  was  in 
continual  convulfions,  for  feveral  hundred  years  toge¬ 
ther,  to  bring  forth  the  firft-born  child,  and  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God.  And  thofe  mighty  revolutions 
were  as  fo  many  pangs  and  throes  in  order  to  it.  The 
world  being  fo  long  a  time  kept  in  a  ftate  of  war  and 
bloodfhed,  prepared  the  way  for  the  coming  of  the 
Prince  of  peace,  as  it  fhowed  the  great  need  the  world 
flood  in  of  fuch  a  prince,  to  deliver  the  world  from  its 
miferies. 

f  r.  iji  vy  ji  j.  x  J  JL  t  jf  '  JL*®  ■  ^  i .  \  1  •  J  *  ,(’1*  »  1  *  jfi  til  iiij  11  $ 

f:  It  pleafed  God  to  order  it  in  his  providence,  that 
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earthly  power  and  dominion  fhould  be  raifed  to  its 
great  eft  height,  and  appear  in  its  utmoft  glory,  in  thofe 
four  great  monarchies  that  lucceeded  one  another,  and 
that  every  one  lhould  be  greater  and  more  glorious  than 
the  preceding,  before  he  fetup  the  kingdom  of  his  Son. 
By  this  it  appeared  how  much  more  glorious  his  fpiri- 
tual  kingdom  was  than  the  moft  glorious  temporal 
kingdom.  The  ftrength  and  glory  of  Satan’s  king¬ 
dom  in  thefe  four  mighty  monarchies,  appeared  in  its 
greateft  height  :  for  thofe  monarchies  were  the  mo¬ 
narchies  of  the  Heathen  world,  and  fo  the  ftrength  of 
them  was  the  ftrength  of  Satan’s  kingdom.  God  fuf- 
fered  Satan’s  kingdom  to  rife  to  fo  great  a  height  of 
power  and  magnificence  before  his  Son  came  to  over¬ 
throw  it,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  more  glorious  tri¬ 
umph  of  his  Son.  Goliath  muft  have  on  all  his  fplen- 
did  armour  when  the  {tripling  David  comes  againft  him 
with  a  fling  and  a  ftone,  for  the  greater  glory  of  Da¬ 
vid’s  victory.  God  fufFered  one  of  thofe  great  mo¬ 
narchies  to  fubdue  another,  and  ereff  itfelf  on  the  o- 
ther’s  ruins,  appearing  ftill  in  greater  ftrength,  and  the 
laft  to  be  the  ftrongeft  and  mightieft  of  all ;  that  fo 
Chrift,  in  overthrowing  that,  might  as  it  were  over¬ 
throw  them  all  at  once  ;  as  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the 
mountain  without  hands,  is  reprefented  as  deitroying 
the  whole  image,  the  gold,  the  ftlver,  the  brafs,  the 
iron,  and  the  clay  \  fo  that  all  became  as  the  chaff  of 
the  fummer  threftiing-floor. 

Thefe  mighty  empires  were  fufFered  thus  to  overthrow 
the  world,  and  deftroy  one  another  :  and  though  their 
power  was  fo  great,  yet  they  could  not  uphold  them- 
ielves,  but  fell  one  after  another,  and  came  to  nothing, 
even  the  laft  of  them,  that  was  the  ftrongeft,  and  had 
fwallowed  up  the  earth.  It  pleaied  God  thus  to  ftiow 
in  them  the  inftability  and  vanity  of  all  earthly  power 
and  greatnefs  ;  which  ferved  as  a  foil  to  fet  forth  the 
glory  of  the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  which  never  fhall  be 
deftroyed,  as  appears  by  Dan.  ii.  44.  “  In  the  days  of 
u  thefe  kings  lhall  the  God  of  heaven  fet  up  a  king- 
“  dom,  which  lhall  never  be  deftroyed  :  and  the  king* 
<c  dom  fhall  not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  fhall 
break  in  pieces,  and  confume  ail  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
u  it  lhall  ftand  for  ever.’’  So  greatly  does  this  king- 

do  m 
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dom  differ  from  all  thofe  kingdoms  :  they  vanifh  away, 
and  are  left  to  other  people  ;  but  this  (hall  not  be  left 
to  other  people,  but  fliall  ftand  for  ever.  God  fuffered 
the  devil  to  do  his  ntmoft,  and  to  eftablifh  his  intereft, 
by  fetting  up  the  greateft,  ftrongeft,  and  mod:  glorious 
kingdoms  in  the  world  that  he  could,  before  the  defpi- 
fed  Jefus  overthrew  him  and  his  empire.  Chrift  came 
into  the  world  to  bring  down  the  high  things  of  Satan’s 
kingdom,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  might  be  on  every 
one  that  is  proud  and  lofty,  and  every  high  tower,  and 
every  lofty  mountain  ;  as  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fays,  chap, 
ii.  12.  &c.  And  therefore  thefe  things  were  fuffered  to 
rife  very  high,  that  Chrift  might  appear  fo  much  the 
more  glorious  in  being  above  them. 

Thus  wonderfully  did  the  great  and  wife  governor  of 
the  world  prepare  the  way  for  the  erecting  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  kingdom  of  his  beloved  fon  Jefus. 

3.  Another  thing  for  which  this  laft  period  or  fpace 
of  time  before  Chrift  was  particularly  remarkable,  was 
the  wonderful  prefervation  of  the  church  through  all 
thofe  overturnings.  The  prefervation  of  the  church 
tvas  on  fome  accounts  more  remarkable  through  this 
period,  than  through  any  of  the  foregoing.  It  was 
very  wonderful  that  the  church,  which  in  this  period 
was  fo  weak,  and  in  fo  low  a  ftate,  and  moftly  fubject  to 
the  dominion  of  Heathen  monarchies,  fhould  be  prefer- 
ved  for  live  or  fix  hundred  years  together,  while  the 
world  was  fo  often  overturned,  arid  the  earth  was  rent 
in  pieces,  and  made  fo  often  empty  and  wafte,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  it  came  down  fo  often  every  one  by  the 
fword  of  his  brother.  I  fay  it  was  wonderful  that  the 
church  in  its  weak  and  low  ftate,  being  but  a  little 
handful  of  men,  fhould  be  preferved  in  all  thefe  great 
convulfions  *,  efpecially  confidering  that  the  land  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  the  chief  place  of  the  church’s  refidence,  lay  in 
the  midft  of  them,  as  it  were  in  the  middle  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  was  very  much  the  feat  of  war 
amongft  them,  and  was  often  over-run  and  fubdued, 
and  fometimes  in  the  hands  of  one  people,  and  fome- 
times  another,  and  very  much  the  object  of  the  envy 
and  hatred  of  all  Heathen  nations,  and  often  almoft 
ruined  by  them,  often  great  multitudes  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  being  {lain,  and  the  land  in  a  great  meafure  depo¬ 
rt,  pulated  > 
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pulated *,  and  thofe  who  had  them  in  their  power,  often 
intended  the  utter  definition  of  the  whole  nation.  Yet 
they  were  upheld  ;  they  were  preferved  in  their  capti¬ 
vity  in  Babylon,  and  they  were  upheld  again  under  all 
the  dangers  they  pafTed  through,  under  the  kings  of 
Perfia,  and  the  much  greater  dangers  they  Were  liable 
to  under  the  empire  of  the  Greeks,  and  afterwards 
when  the  world  was  trodden  down  by  the  Romans. 

And  their  prefervation  through  this  period  was  alfo 
diftinguilhingly  remarkable,  in  that  we  never  read  of  the 
church’s  fuffering  perfecution  in  any  former  period  in 
any  meafure  to  fuch  a  degree  as  they  did  in  this,  under 
Antiochus  Epiphanes,  of  which  more  afterwards.  This 
wonderful  prefervation  of  the  church  through  all  thefe 
bverturnings  of  the  world,  gives  light  and  confirmation 
to  what  we  read  in  the  beginning  of  the  46th  Pfalm  : 
((  God  is  our  refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prefent  help 
“  in  trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the 
c<  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  car- 
iC  ried  into  the  midfl  of  the  fea ;  though  the  waters 
u  thereof  roar,  and  be  troubled  5  though  the  moun- 
“  tains  fliake  with  the  lwelling  thereof.” 

Thus  I  have  taken  notice  of  fome  general  things 
wherein  this  lail  period  of  the  Old-Teflament  times  was 
diflinguifhed.  I  come  now  to  confider  kow  the  work 
of  redemption  was  carried  on  in  particulars. - And, 

I.  The  fir  ft  thing  that  here  offers  is  the  captivity  of 
the  Jews  into  Babylon.  This  was  a  great  difpenfation 
of  providence,  and  fuch  as  never  was  before.  The 
children  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of  the  judges,  had  often 
been  brought  under  their  enemies  ;  and  many  particu¬ 
lar  perfons  were  carried  captive  at  other  times.  But 
never  had  there  been  any  fuch  thing  as  deftroying  the 
whole  land,  the  fandtuary,  and  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and 
all  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  land,  and  carrying  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  out  of  their  own  land  into  a 
country  many  hundred  miles  diftant,  and  leaving  the 
land  of  Canaan  empty  of  God’s  viftble  people.  The 
ark  had  once  forfaken  the  tabernacle  of  Shiloh,  and 
was  carried  captive  into  the  land  of  the  Philiftines  :  but 
never  had  there  been  any  fuch  thing  as  the  burning  the 
fan&uary,  and  utterly  deftroying  the  ark,  and  carrying 

away 
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away  all  the  facred  veftels  and  utenfils,  and  breaking 
up  all  their  bated  worfhip  in  the  land,  and  the  land’s 
lying  wafte  and  empty  for  fo  many  years  together.  How 
lively  are  thofe  things  fet  forth  in  the  Lamentations  oi 
Jeremiah  ! 

The  work  of  redemption  was  promoted  by  this  re¬ 
markable  difpenfation  in  thefe  following  ways. 

1.  It  finally  cured  that  nation  of  their  itch  after  i- 
dolatry.  The  Prophet  Ifaiah,  fpeaking  of  the  fetting 
up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  chap.  ii.  18.  fpeaks 
of  the  abolifhing  idolatry  as  one  thing  that  fhould 
be  done  to  this  end  :  iC  And  the  idols  he  lliall  ut- 
“  terly  abolifh.”  When  the  time  was  drawing  near, 
that  God  would  abolifh  Heathen  idolatry,  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  known  world,  as  he  did  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  after  Chrift  came,  it  pleafed 
him  firft  to  abolifh  Heathenifm  among  his  own  people ; 
and  he  did  it  now  by  their  captivity  into  Babylon  ;  a  pre- 
fage  of  that  abolifhing  of  idols,  that  God  was  about  to 
bring  to  pafs  by  Chrift  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
Heathen  world. 

This  nation  that  was  addicted  to  idolatry  before  for 
fo  many  ages,  and  that  nothing  would  cure  them  of, 
not  all  the  reproofs,  and  warnings,  and  corrections, 
that  they  had,  and  all  the  judgements  Go4  inflicted  on 
them  for  it  *,  yet  now  were  finally  cured  :  fo  that  how¬ 
ever  fome  might  fall  into  this  fin  afterwards,  as  they  did 
about  the  time  of  Antiochus’s  perfecution,  yet  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  a  nation,  never  fhewed  any  hankering  after 
this  fin  any  more.  This  was  a  remarkable  and  wonder¬ 
ful  change"  in  that  people,  and  what  direCUy  promoted 
the  work  of  redemption,  as  it  was  a  great  advancement 
of  the  intereft  of  religion. 

2.  It  was  one  thing  that  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift’s 
coming,  and  fetting  up  the  glorious  difpenfation.  of  the 
gofpel,  as  it  took  away  many  of  thofe  things  wherein 
confifted  the  glory  of  the  Jewifh  difpenfation.  In  or¬ 
der  to  introduce  the  glorious  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel, 
the  external  glory  of  the  Jewifh  church  muft  be 
diminiftied,  as  we  obferved  before.  This  the  Babylo- 
nifh  captivity  did  many  ways  ;  it  brought  the  people 
very  low. 

Firft,  it  removed  the  temporal  diadem  of  the  lioufe 
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of  David  away  from  them,  i.  e.  the  fupreme  and  inde¬ 
pendent  government  of  themfelves.  It  took  away  the 
ciown  and  diadem  from  the  nation.  The  time  now  ap*» 
preaching  whenChriit,  the  great  and  everlafting  king  of 
his  church,  was  to  reign,  it  was  time  for  the  typical 
kings  to  withdraw .  As  God  faid  by  Ezekiel,  ch.  xxi.  26. 
“  He  removed  the  crown  and  diadem,  that  it  might  be 
*  no  more,  till  he  Ihould  come  whofe  right  it  was.” 
d  lie  Jews  henceforward  were  always  dependent  on  the 
governing  power  of  other  nations,  until  Chrift  came, 
for  near  fix  hundred  years,  excepting  about  ninety 
years,  during  which  fpace  they  maintained  a  fort  of  in¬ 
dependence,  by  continual  wars  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Maccabees  and  their  pofterfty. 

Again,  by  the  captivity,  the  glory  and  magnificence 
of  .the  tempie  was  taken  away,  and  the  temple  that  was 
Emit  arterwards,  was  nothing  in  companion  with  it. 
I  iius  it  was  meet,  that  when  the  time  drew  nigh  that 
tne  glorious  antetype  of  the  temple  fhould  appear,  that 
the  typical  temple  fhould  have  its  glory  withdrawn. 

Again,  another  thing  that  they  loft  by  the  captivity, 
was  the  two  tables  of  the  teftimony  delivered  to  Moles, 
written  with  the  finger  of  God  ;  the  two  tables  on 
wnich  God  with  his  own  finger  wrote  the  ten  com¬ 
mandments  on  Mount  dinai.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been 
pieferved  in  the  ark  till  the  captivity.  ihefe  were  in 
the  ark  when  Solomon  placed  the  ark  in  the  temple, 
1  Kings  viii.  9.  There  was  nothing  in  the  ark,  lave  the 
tuv  o  tables  of  ftone,  which  Mofes  put  there  at  Horeb. 
And  we  have  no  reafon  to  ftippofe  any  other,  but  that 
tney  remained  there  as  long  as  that  temple  flood.  But 
the  Jews  ipeak  of  theie  as  finally  loft  at  that  time  ; 
though  the  fame  commandments  were  preserved  in  the 
book  of  the  law.  Ihefe  tables  alio  were  withdrawn  on 
the  approach  of  their  antetype. 

Again,  another  thing  that  was  loft  that  the  Jews 
had  before,  was  the  Unm  and  Thummim.  This  is  e- 
vident  by  Ezra,  ii.  63.  “  And  the  Tirfhatha  laid  unto 
“  them,  that  they  ihould  not  eat  of  the  moft  holy 
“  things,  till  there  fhould  Hand  up  a  prieft  with  Urim 
cC  and  l  humnftm.”  And  we  have  no  account  that  this 
w  ;  >  ever  rdlorcd  ;  but  the  ancient  writings  of  the  Jews 
fay  the  contrary.  What  this  Urim  and  Thummim  was, 
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[  {hall  not  now  inquire  *,  but  only  obferve,  that  it  was  , 
bmething  by  which  the  high  prieft  inquired  of  God, 
ind  received  immediate  anfwers  from  him,  or  by  which 
God  gave  forth  immediate  oracles  on  particular  occa- 
10ns.  This  was  now  withdrawn,  the  time  approach- 
11  g  when  Chrift,  the  antetype  of  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
nim,  the  great  word  and  oracle  of  God,  was  to  come. 

Another  thing  that  the  ancient  Jews  fay  was  wanting 
n  the  fecond  temple,  was  the  Shechinah,  or  cloud  of  glo¬ 
ry  over  the  mercy-feat.  This  was  promifed  to  be  in  the 
:abernacle  :  Levit.  xvi.  2.  “  For  I  will  appear  in  the 
:c  cloud  upon  the  mercy-feat.”  And  we  read  elfewhere 
}f  the  cloud  of  glory  defcending  into  the  tabernacle, 
Exod.xl.35.  ;  and  fo  we  do  likewife  with  refpeft  to 
Solomon’s  temple.  But  we  have  no  account  that  this 
:loud  of  glory  was  in  the  fecond  temple.  And  the  an¬ 
cient  accounts  of  the  Jews  fay,  that  there  was  no  fuch 
:hing  in  the  fecond  temple.  This  was  needlefs  in  the 
fecond  temple,  confidering  that  God  had  promifed  that 
he  would  fill  this  temple  with  glory  another  way,  viz. 
by  Chrift’s  coming  into  it  ;  which  was  afterwards  ful¬ 
filled.  See  Haggai,  ii.  7.  u  I  will  {hake  all  nations,  and 
“  the  defire  of  all  nations  {hall  come,  and  I  will  fill  this 
(C  houfe  with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.” 

Another  thing,  that  the  Jews  in  their  ancient  wri¬ 
tings  mention  as  being  now  withdrawn,  was  the  fire 
from  heaven  on  the  altar.  When  Mofes  built  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  and  altar  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  firft  facri- 
fices  were  offered  on  it,  fire  came  down  from  heaven, 
and  confumed  the  burnt-offering,  as  in  Levit.  ix.  24. ; 
and  fo  again,  when  Solomon  built  the  temple,  and  of¬ 
fered  the  firft  facrifices,  as  you  may  fee  in  2  Chron. 
vii.  1.  And  this  fire  was  never  to  go  out,  but  with  the 
great  eft  care  to  be  kept  alive,  as  God  commanded,  Levit. 
vi.  13.  “  The  fire  {hail  ever  be  burning  upon  the  altar: 
<c  it  {hall  never  go  out.”  And  there  is  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  the  fire  in  Solomon’s  time  ever  went  out  till 
the  temple  was  deftroyed  by  the  Babylonians.  But  then 
it  was  extinguhhed,  and  never  was  reftored.  We  have 
no  account  of  its  being  given  on  the  building  of  the  fe¬ 
cond  temple,  as  we  have  at  the  building  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  firft  temple.  But  the  Jews,  after  their  re¬ 
turn,  were  forced  to  make  ufe  of  their  common  fire  in- 
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Read  of  it,  according  to  the  ancient  tradition  of  the 
Jews.  Thus  the  lights  of  the  Old  Teftament  go  out  o n 
the  approach  of  the  glorious  Sun  of  righteoulnefs. 

3.  The  captivity  into  Babylon  was  the  occafion  of  an¬ 
other  thing  which  did  afterwards  much  promote  the 
fetting  up  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  that 
was  the  difperlion  of  the  Jews  through  the  greater  part 
of  the  known  world,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift. 
For  the  whole  nation  being  carried  away  far  out  of 
their  own  land,  and  continuing  in  a  hate  of  captivity 
for  fo  long  a  time,  they  got  them  poffeffions,  and  built 
them  houfes,  and  fettled  themfelves  in  the  land  of  their 
captivity,  agreeable  to  the  direction  that  Jeremiah  gave 
them,  in  the  letter  he  wrote  to  them  in  the  29th  chap¬ 
ter  of  Jeremiah.  And  therefore,  when  Cyrus  gave 
them  liberty  to  return  to  the  land  where  they  had  for¬ 
merly  dwelt,  many  of  them  never  returned  ;  they  were 
not  willing  to  leave  their  fettlements  and  pofTeffions 
there,  to  go  into  a  defolate  country,  many  hundred  miles 
diflant,  which  none  but  the  old  men  among  them  had 
ever  feen  ;  and  therefore  they  were  but  few,  but  a  fmall 
number,  that  returned,  as  we  fee  in  the  accounts  we 
have  in  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.  Great  num¬ 
bers  tarried  behind,  though  they  hill  retained  the  fame 
religion  with  thole  that  returned,  fo  far  as  it  could  be 
praclifed  in  a  foreign  land.  Thole  meflengers  that  we 
read  of  in  the  7th  chapter  of  Zechariah,  that  came  to  in¬ 
quire  of  the  priells  and  prophets  in  Jerufalem,  Sherezer 
and  Regem-melech,  are  fuppofed  to  be  meflengers  fent 
from  the  Tews  that  remained  hill  in  Babylon. 

Thole  Jews  that  remained  ftill  in  that  country  were 
foon,  by  the  great  changes  that  happened  in  the  world, 
difperfed  thence  into  all  the  adjacent  countries.  And 
hence  we  find,  that  in  Efther’s  time,  which  was  after 
the  return  from  the  captivity,  the  Jews  were  a  people 
that  were  difperfed  throughout  all  parts  of  the  vaft  Per¬ 
il  an  empire,  that  extended  from  India  to  Ethiopia; 
as  you  may  fee,  Efth.  iii.  8.  u  And  Hainan  faid  unto 
* c  King  Ahafuerus,  There  is  a  certain  people  fcattered 
<e  abroad,  and  difperfed  among  the  people  in  all  the 
4(  provinces  of  thy  kingdom,”  & c.  And  fo-  they  con¬ 
tinued  difperfed  till  Chrift  came,  and  till  the  apoftles 
went  forth  to  preach  the  gofpel.  But  yet  thefe  difpeiv 
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ed  Jews  retained  their  religion  in  this  difperfion.  Their 
aptivity,  as  I  faid  before,  thoroughly  cured  them  of 
heir  idolatry  ;  and  it  was  their  manner,  for  as  many 
>f  them  as  could  from  time  to  time,  to  go  up  to  the 
and  of  Judea  to  Jerusalem  at  their  great  feafts.  Hence 
^e  read  in  the  2d  chapter  of  Acts,  that  at  the  time  of 
he  great  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  there  were  Jews  abiding  at 
erufalem  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven.  Thefe 
fere  Jews  come  up  from  all  countries  where  they  were 
lifperfedj  to  worfhip  at  that  feaft.  And  hence  we  find, 
n  the  hiftory  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apoftles,  that  where¬ 
ver  the  apoftles  went  preaching  through  the  world, 
key  found  Jews.  They  came  to  fuch  a  city,  and  to 
uch  a  city,  and  went  into  the  fynagogue  of  the  Jews. 

Antiochus  the  Great,  about  two  hundred  years  be- 
ore  Chrift,  on  a  certain  occafion,  tranfplanted  two 
houfand  families  of  Jews  from  the  country  about  Ba- 
)ylon  into  Alia  the  Lefs  *,  and  fo  they  and  their  pofte- 
ity,  many  of  them,  fettled  in  Pontus,  Galatia,  Phry- 
;ia,  Pamphylia,  and  in  Ephefus  *,  and  from  thence  fet- 
led  in  Athens,  and  Corinth,  and  Rome.  Whence 
ame  thofe  fynagogues  in  thofe  places  that  the  Apoftle 
5aul  preached  in. 

Now,  this  difperfion  of  the  Jews  through  the  world 
>efore  Chrift  came,  did  many  ways  prepare  the  way  for 
lis  coming,  and  fetting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

One  was,  that  this  was  a  means  of  railing  a  general 
:xpectation  of  the  Mefiiali  through  the  world  about  the 
ime  that  he  actually  came.  For  the  Jews,  where-ever 
hey  were  difperfed,  carried  the  holy  fcriptures  with  them, 
md  fo  the  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah  5  and  being  con- 
/erfant  with  the  nations  among  whom  they  lived,  they, 
xy  that  means,  became  acquainted  with  thefe  prophe- 
:ies,  and  with  the  expectations  of  the  Jews  of  their 
glorious  Mefliah  ;  and  by  this  means,  the  birth  of  fuch 
l  glorious  perfon  in  Judea  about  that  time  began  to  be 
he  general  expectation  of  the  nations  of  the  world,  as 
ippears  by  the  writings  of  the  learned  men  of  the  Hea- 
hen  that  lived  about  that  time,  which  are  ftill  extant  ; 
mrticularly  Virgil,  the  famous  poet  that  lived  in  Italy  a 
ittle  before  Chrift  was  born,  has  a  poem  about  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  great  prince  that  was  to  be  born,  and  the 
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happy  times  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  that  he  was  to 
introduce*,  fome  of  it  very  much  in  the  language  or 
the  prophet  Ifaiah. 

Another  way  that  this  difperfed  hate  of  the  Jews 
prepared  the  way  for  Clirift  was,  that  it  fhowed  the 
neceffity  of  abolifhing  the  Jewifh  difpenfation,  and  in¬ 
troducing  a  new  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 
It  fhowed  the  neceffity  of  abolifhing  the  ceremonial  law, 
and  the  old  Jewifh  worfhip  :  for,  by  this  means,  the 
obfervance  of  that  ceremonial  law  became  impracticable 
even  by  the'  Je-ws  themfeives  ;  for  the  ceremonial  law 
was  adapted  to  the  hate  of  a  people  dwelling  together 
in  the  fame  land,  where  was  the  city  that  God  had 
chofen ;  where  was  the  temple,  the  only  place  where 
they  mi p lit  offer  facrifices  :  and  where  it  was  lav/ful  for 
their  priefts  and  Levites  to  officiate,  where  they  were  to 
bring  their  fir  ft  fruits,  apd  where  were  their  cities  of 
refuge,  and  the  like.  But  the  Jews,  by  this  difperfion, 
lived^  many  of  them,  in  other  lands,  more  than  a  thou- 
fand  miles  diftant,  when  Clirift  came  ;  which  made  the 
obfervation  of  their  laws  of  facrifices,  and  the  like,  im¬ 
practicable.  And  though  their  forefathers  might  be  to 
blame  in  not  going  up  to  tlie  land  of  Judea  when  they 
were  permitted  by  Cyrils,  yet  the  cafe  was  now,  as  to 
many  of  them  at  leaft,  become  impracticable  *,  which 
fhowed  the  neceffity  of  introducing  a  new  difpenfation, 
that  ftiould  be  fitted,  not  only  to  one  particular  land, 
but  to  the  general  circumftances  and  ule  of  all  nations 
of  the  world. 

Again,  another  way  that  this  difperfion  of  the  Jews 
through  the  world  prepared  the  way  for  the  fetting  up 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the  world,  was,  that  it 
contributed  to  the  making  the  faCts  concerning  Jefus 
Chrift  publicly  known  through  the  world.  For,  as  I 
obferved  before,  the  Jews  that  lived  in  other  countries, 
ufed  frequently  to  go  up  to  Jerulalem  at  their  three 
great  fcalts,  which  were  from  year  to  year ;  and  lb,  by 
this  means,  they  cduld  not  but  become  acquainted  with 
the  news  of  the  wonderful  things  that 'Chrift  did  in  tnat 
land.  We  find  that  they  were  prefent  at,  and  took 
great  notice  of,  *  hat  great  miracle  of  railing  Lazarus, 
Which  excited  the  cuiiofity  of  thofe  foreign  Jews  that 
came  up  to  the  feaft  of  the  Paflbver  to  fee  Jefus ;  as 


Part  VI.  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  137 

you  may  fee  in  John  xii.  19.  20.  21.  Thefe  Greeks 
were  foreign  Jews  and  profelytes,  as  is  evident  by  their 
coming  to  worfhip  at  the  feaft  ol  the  PaiTover.  Fiie 
Jews  tliat  lived  abroad  among  the  Greeks,  and  fpoke 
their  language,  were  called  Greeks ,  or  Hellenijis  :  fo  they 
are  called  Grecians,  Affs  vi.  1.  Thefe  Grecians  here 
fpoken  of  were  not  Gentile  Chriftiaris  ♦,  for  this  was  be¬ 
fore  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles. 

'  By  the  fame  means,  the  Jews  that  went  up  from  o- 
ther  countries  became  acquainted  with  Chrift’s  cruci¬ 
fixion.  Thus  the  difciples,  going  to  Emmaus,  fay  to 
thrift,  when  they  did  not  know  him,  Luke,  xxiv.  18. 

Art  thou  only  a  ftranger  in  Jerufalem,  and  haft  not 
“  known  the  things  which  have  come  to  pafs  there  in 
*f  thefe  days  ?”  plainly  intimating,  that  the  things  con¬ 
cerning  Jefus  were  fo  publicly  known  to  all  men,  that 
it  was  wonderful  to  find  any  man  unacquainted  with 
them.  And  fo  afterwards  they  became  acquainted  with 
the  news  of  his  refurreffion  ;  and  when  they  went 
home  again  into  their  own  countries,  they  carried  the 
news  with  them,  and  fo  made  thefe  facts  public  through 
the  world,  as  they  had  made  the  prophecies  of  them 
public  before. 

After  this,  thofe  foreign  Jews  that  came  to  Jerufa¬ 
lem,  took  great  notice  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit 
at  Pentecoft,  and  the  wonderful  effects  of  it ;  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  were  converted  by  it,  viz.  Parthians,  Medes, 
Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mefapotamia,  and  in  E- 
gvpt,  and  the  parts  of  Libya  about  Cyrene,  and  the 
ftrangers  of  Rome,  Jews  and  profelytes,  Cretes  and  A- 
rabians.  And  fo  they  did  not  only  carry  back  the  news 
of  the  faffs  of  Chriftianity,  but  Chriftianity  itfelf,  into 
their  own  countries  with  them ;  which  contributed  much 
to  the  fpreading  of  it  through  the  world. 

Again,  another  way  that  the  difperfton  of  the  Jews 
contributed  to  the  fetting  up  of  the  gofpel-kingdom  in 
the  world  was,  that  it  opened  a  door  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  apoftles  in  all  places  where  they  came  to 
preach  the  gofpel.  For  almoft  in  all  places  where  they 
came  to  preach  the  gofpel,  they  found  Jews,  and  fy- 
nagogues  of  the  Jews,  where  the  holy  feriptures  were 
wont  to  be  read,  and  the  true  God  worfhipped  5  which 
was  a  great  advantage  to  the  apoftles  in  their  fpreading 
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the  -gofpel  through  the  world.  For  their  way  was,  in¬ 
to  whatever  city  they  came,  firft  to  go  into  the  fyna- 
gogue  of  the  Jews,  (they  being  people  of  the  fame  na¬ 
tion),  and  there  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  them.  And 
hereby  their  coming,  and  their  new  doctrine,  was  ta¬ 
ken  notice  or  by  their  Gentile  neighbours,  whofe  cu- 
riollty  excited  them  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay  ; 
which  became  a  fair  occafton  to  the  apoftles  to  preach 
the  gofpel  to  them.  It  appears  that  it  was  thus,  by  the 
account  we  have  of  things  in  the  Acls  of  the  Apoftles. 
And  thefe  Gentiles  having  been  before,  many  of  them, 
prepared  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  knowledge  they  had 
of  the  Jews  religion,  and  of  their  worfhip  of  one  God, 
and  of  their  prophecies,  and  expectation  of  a  Mefliah ; 
.which  knowledge  they  derived  from  the  Jews,  who  had 
long  been  their  neighbours*,  this  opened  the  door  for 
the  gofpel  to  have  accefs  to  them.  And  the  work  of 
the  apoftles  with  them  was  doubtlefs  much  eaiier  than 
if  they  never  had  heard  any  thing  before  of  any  ex- 
.peCtation  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  the  apoltles  preached,  or 
any  thing  about  the  worfhip  of  one  only  true  God. 

So  many  ways  did  the  Babyloniih  captivity  greatly 
prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming. 

II.  The  next  particular  that  I  would  take  notice  of 
is,  the  addition  made  to  the  canon  of  fcripture  in  the 
time  of  the  captivity,  in  thofe  two  remarkable  portions 
of  fcripture,  the  prophecies  of  Ezekiel  and  Daniel. 
.Chrift  appeared  to  each  of  thefe  prophets  in  the  form 
of  that  nature  which  lie  was  afterwards  to  take  upon 
.him.  The  prophet  Ezekiel  gives  an  account  of  his  thus 
appearing  to  him  repeatedly,  as  Ezek.  i.  26.  “  And  a- 
“  have  the  firmament  that  was  over  their  heads,  was 
<c  the  likcnefs  of  a  throne,  as  the  appearance  of  a  fap- 
€<  phirc-ftone,,  and  upon  the  likenefs  of  the  throne  was 
((  the  likenels  as  the  appearance  of  a  man  above  up- 
,(i  on  it.;”  and  fo  chap.  viii.  1.  2.  So  Chrift  appeared 
to  the  prophet  Daniel  :  Dan.  viii.  15.  16.  u  There 
flood  before  me  as  the  appearance  of  a  man.  And 
I  heard  a  man’s  voice  between  the  banks  of  Ulai, 
“  which  called,  and  laid,  Gabriel,  make  this  man  to 
. <c  und.cri.land  the  viilon.”  There  are  feveral  things  that 
make  it  evident,  that  this,  was  Chrift,  that  I  cannot 
now  ftand  to  mention  particularly.  So  Chrift  appeared 
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again  as  a  man  to  this  prophet,  chap.  x.  5.  6.  Cf  Then 
<c  I  lift  up  mine  eyes  and  looked,  and  behold,  a  cer- 
“  tain  man  clothed  in  linen,  whole  loins  were  girded 
e(  with  fine  gold  of  Uphaz  :  his  body  alfo  was  like  the 
“  beryl,  and  his  face  as  the  appearance  of  lightning, 
<c  and  his  eyes  as  lamps  of  fire,  and  his  arms  and  his 
u  feet  like  in  colour  to  polifhed  brafs,  and  the  voice  of 
“  his  words  like  the  voice  of  a  multitude.”  Comparing 
this  vifion  with  that  of  the  Apoftle  John  in  the  ift 
chapter  of  Revelation,  makes  it  manifeft  that  it  was 
Chrift.  And  the  prophet  Daniel,  in  the  hiltorical  part 
of  his  book,  gives  an  account  of  a  very  ramarkable  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Chrift  in  Nebuchadnezzar’s  furnace,  with 
Shadrach,  Mefhach,  and  Abednego.  We  have  the  ac¬ 
count  of  it  in  the  3d  chapter.  In  the  25th  verfe,  Chrift 
is  faid  to  be  like  the  Son  of  God ;  and  it  is  manifeft 
that  he  appeared  in  the  form  of  man  :  cc  Lo,  I  fee  four 
cc  men  loofe,  —  and  the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the 
“  Son  of  God.” 

Chrift  did  not  only  here  appear  in  the  form  of  the 
human  nature,  but  he  appeared  in  a  furnace,  faving 
thofe  perfons  who  believed  on  him  from  that  furnace  ; 
by  which  is  reprefented  to  us,  how  Chrift,  by  coming 
himfelf  into  the  furnace  of  God's  wrath,  faves  thofe 
that  believe  in  him  from  that  furnace,  fo  that  it  has  no 
power  on  them ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  never  reaches 
or  touches  them,  fo  much  as  to  finge  the  hair  of  their 
head. 

Thefe  two  prophets,  in  many  refpefts,  were  more 
particular  concerning  the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  his 
glorious  gofpel-kingdom,  than  any  of  the  prophets  had 
been  before.  They  both  of  them  mention  thofe  three 
great  overturnings  of  the  world  that  lliould  be  before 
he  came.  Ezekiel  is  particular  in  feveral  places  con¬ 
cerning  the  coming  of  Chrift.  The  prophet  Daniel  is 
more  particular  in  foretelling  the  time  of  the  coming  of 
Chrift  than  ever  any  prophet  had  been  before,  in  the 
9th  chapter  of  his  prophecy;  who  foretold,  that  it 
lliould  be  leventy  weeks,  i.  e.  feventy  weeks  of  years, 
or  feventy  times  feven  years,  or  four  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty  years,  froth  the  decree  to  rebuild  and  reftore  the 
hate  of  the  Jews,  till  the  Mefliah  lliould  be  crucified  ; 
which  mult  be  reckoned  from  the  com  million  given  to 

S  z  Ezr$ 


?4° 


A  HISTORY  of  Period L 


Ezra  by  Artaxerxes,  that  we  have  an  account  of  in 

«  ^  ^  r»  -v- «  1  t  1  •  1 


•the  yth  chapter  of  Ezra  j  whereby  the  very  particular 
time  of  Chrift’s  crucifixion  was  pointed  out,  which  ne-> 


ver  had  been  before. 


The  prophet  Ezekiel  is  very  particular  in  the  myftical 
defeription  of  the  gofpel-church,  in  his  account  of  his 
vifion  of  the  temple  and  city,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
prophecy.  The  prophet  Daniel  points  out  the  order  of 
particular  events  that  fhould  come  to  pafs  relating  to 
the  Chriftian  church  after  Chrift  was  come,  as  the  rife 
of  Antichrift,  and  the  continuance  of  his  reign,  and 
his  fall,  and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow. 

Thus  does  gofpel-light  ftill  increafe,  the  nearer  wc 
come  to  the  time  of  Chrift’s  birth. 

III.  The  next  particular  I  would  mention  is,  the  de- 
ftnidlion  of  Babylon,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Chal¬ 
dean  empire  by  Cyrus.  The  deftruction  of  Babylon, 
was  in  that  night  in  which  Be'ifhazzar  the  king,  and  the 
city  in  general,  was  drowned  in  a  drunken  feftival, 
which  they  kept  to  their  gods,  when  Daniel  was  called 
to  read  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall,  J3an.  v.  30.;  and 
it  was  brought  about  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  wonderfully 
to  fhow  the  hand  of  God,  and  remarkably  to  fulfil  his 
word  by  his  prophets,  which  I  cannot  now  (land  parti¬ 
cularly  to  relate.  Now  that  great  city,  which  had  long 
been  an  enemy  to  the  city  or  God,  his  Jeruialem,  was 
deftroyed,  after  it  had  flood  ever  fince  the  firft  build¬ 
ing  of  Babel,  which  was  about  feventeen  hundred 
years.  If  the  check  that  was  put  to  the  building  this 
city  at  its  beginning,  whereby  they  were  prevented  from 
carrying  of  it  to  that  extent  and  magnificence  that  they 
intended  *,  1  fay,  if  this  promoted  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  as  I  have  before  lhown  it  did,  much  more  did 
this  deilrudlipn  of  it. 

It  was  a  remarkable  inftance  of  God’s  vengeance  on 
tl  enemies  of  his  redeemed  church  *,  for  God  brought 
this  deftnuft ion  on  Babylon  for  the  injuries  they  did  to 
God’s  children,  as  is  often  fet  forth  in  the  prophets. 
It  alfo  promoted  the  work  of  redemption,  as  thereby 
God’s  pep;  ie,  that  were  held  captive  by  them,  were 
fit  at  libeity  to  return  to  their  own  land  to  rebuild  Je- 


Cyrus,  who  did  it,  is  called 
If.  xliv.  latter  end  5  and  xlv.  1 . 
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And  thefe  are  over  and  above  thofe  ways  wherein  the 
fetting  up  and  overthrowing  the  four  monarchies  of  the 
world  did  promote  the  work  of  redemption,  which, 
have  been  before  observed. 

IV.  What  next  followed  this  was,  the  return  oi  tae 
Tews  to  their  own  land,  and  rebuilding  Jerufalem  and 
the  temple.  Cyrus,  as  foon  as  he  had  dedroyed  the 
Babylonifh  empire,  and  had  ereflked  the  Perfian  empire 
on  its  ruins,  made  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  that 
they  might  return  to  their  own  land,  and  rebuild  then 
city  and  temple.  This  return  of  the  Jews  out  oi  t nc 
Babylonifh  captivity  is,  next  to  the  redemption  out  or 
Egypt,  the  moil  remarkable  of  all  the  Old- 1  edament 
redemptions,  and  moil  infilled  on  in  feripture,  as  a 
type  of  the  great  redemption  of  Jefus  Chrift.  ^  It  was 
under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  legal  ancedors  of  Chi  hr, 
viz.  Zerubbabel,  the  fon  of  Shealtiel,  whofe  Babylo- 
niih  name  was  Shefhbazzar.  He  was  the  governor  o 
the  Jews,  and  their  leader  in  their  firft  return  out  of 
captivity,  and,  together  with  Jofhua  the  fon  of  Jofe- 
dek  the  high  pried,  had  the  chief  hand  in  rebuilding 
the  temple,  lhis  redemption  was  brought  about  b) 
the  hand  of  Zerubbabel  and  Jofhua  tne  prieft,  as 
the  redemption  out  of  Egypt  was  brought  about  by 
hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron.  j  > 

The  return  out  of  the  captivity  was  a  remarkable  dif- 
penfation  of  Providence.  It  was  remarkable,  that  the 
heart  of  a  Heathen  prince,  as  Cyrus  was,  fhould  be  fo 
inclined  to  favour  fuch  a  defign  as  he  did,  not  omy  in 
giving  the  people  liberty  to  return,  and  rebuild  the  city 
and  temple,  but  in  giving  charge  that  they  fhould  be 
helped  with  filver  and  gold,  and  with  goods,  and  with 
beafts,  as  we  read  in  Ezra,  i.  4.  And  afterwards  God 
wonderfully  inclined  the  heart  of  Darius  to  further  the 
building  of  the  houfe  of  God  with  his  own  tribute- 
money,  and  by  commanding  their  bitter  enemies,  the 
Samaritans,  who  had  been  driving  to  hinder  them,  to 
help  them  without  fail,  by  furnifhing  them  with  all 
that  they  needed  in  order  to  it,  and  to  fupply  them  day 
by  day ;  making  a  decree,  that  whofoever  failed  of  it, 
timber  fhould  be  pulled  down  out  of  his  houfe,  and  he 
hanged  thereon,  and  his  houfe  made  a  dunghill  *,  as  we 
have  an  account  in  the  6th  chapter  of  Ezra.  And  after 
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this  God  inclined  the  heart  of  Artaxerxes,  another 
king  of  Perfia,  to  promote  the  work  of  preferving  the 
Rate  of  the  Jews,  by  his  ample  commiffion  to  Ezra, 
which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  7th  chapter  of 
Ezra ;  helping  them  abundantly  with  River  and  gold  of 
his  own  bounty,  and  offering  more,  as  ftiould  be  need- 
fm,  out  of  the  King’s  treamre-houfe,  and  commanding 
his  treafurers  beyond  the  river  Euphrates  to  give  more, 
as  fhould  be  needed,  unto  an  hundred  talents  of  River, 
and  an  hundred  meafures  of  wheat,  an  hundred  baths 
of  wine,  and  an  hundred  baths  of  oil,  and  fait,  with¬ 
out  preferibing  how  much  ;  and  giving  leave  to  eftablifti 
magiRrates  in  the  land  ;  and  freeing  the  priefls  of  toll, 
tribute,  and  cuftom,  and  other  things,  which  render 
this  decree  and  commiffion  by  Artaxerxes  the  mo  ft  full 
and  ample  in  the  Jews  favour  of  any  that,  at  any  time, 
had  been  given  for  the  reftoring  of  Jertifakm  :  and 
therefore,  in  Daniel’s  prophecy,  this  is  called  the  decree 
for  reftoring  and  .building  JeruRdem  j  and  hence  the 
feventy  weeks  are  dated. 

And  then,  after  this,  another  favourable  commif¬ 
fion  was  granted  by  «tlie  king  of  Perfia  to  Nehemiah, 
which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  2d  chapter  of  Ne- 
hemia. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  hearts  of  Heathen  princes 
fh-ould  be  fo  inclined.  It  was  the  effedt  of  his  power, 
who  hath  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his  hands,  and  turneth 
them  whitherloever  he  will;  and  it  was  a  remarkable 
inftance  of  his  favour  to  his  people. 


Another  remarkable  circumftance  of  this  reftitution 
of  the  Rate  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land  was,  that  it 
was  accompliflied  againft  fo  much  oppolition  of  their 
bitter  indefatigable  enemies  the  Samaritans,  who,  for  a 
long  time  together,  with  all  the  malice  and  craft  they 
could  exercife,  oppofed  the  Jews  in  this  affair,  and 
fought  their  deftrudtion  *,  one  while  by  Bifhlam,  Mith- 
ridath,  Tabeel,  Rehum,  and  Shimihai,  as  in  Ezra  iv, 
and  then  by  Tatnai,  Shetharboznai,  and  their  compa¬ 
nions,  as  in  chap.  v.  and  afterwards  by  Sanballat  and 
Tobiah,  as  we  read  in  the  book  of  Nehemiah. 

We  1  lave  fhewed  before  liow  the  fettlement  of  the 
people  in  this  land  in  Jofhua’s  time  promoted  the  work 
of  redemption.  On  the  fame  accounts  decs  their  refti¬ 
tution 
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tution  belong  to  the  fame  work.  The  refettlement  of 
the  Jews  in.  the  land  of  Canaan  belongs  to  this  work,  as 
it  was  a  ne cellar y  means  of  preferring  the  Jewifh  church 
and  difpenfation  in  being,  till  Chrift  fhould  come.  Il 
it  had  not  been  for  this  reftoration  of  the  Jewifh 
church,  and  temple,  and  worfhip,  the  people  had 
remained  without  any  temple,  and  land  of  their  own, 
that  fhould  be  as  it  were  their  head-quarters,  a  place  of 
worfhip,  habitation,  and  refort  ;  the  whole  conffttu- 
tion,  which  God  had  done  io  much  to  eftablifh,  would 
have  been  in  danger  of  utterly  failing,  long  before  that 
fix  hundred  had  been  out,  which  was  from  about  the 
time  of  the  captivity  till  Chrift.  And  fo  all  that  prepa¬ 
ration  which  God  had  been  making  for  the  coming  or 
Chrift,  from  the  time  of  Abraham,  .would  have  been 
in  vain.  Now  that  very  temple  was  built  that  God 
would  fill  with  glory  by  Chrift’s  coming  into  it,  as  the 
Prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah  told  the  Jews  to  encou¬ 
rage  them  in  building  it. 

V.  The  next  particular  I  would  obferve,  is  the  ad¬ 
dition  made  to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures  foon  after 
the  captivity  by  the  Prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah, 
who  were  prophets  lent  to  encourage  the  people  in  their 
work  of  rebuilding  the  city  and  temple  ;  and  the  main 
argument  they  make  ufe  of  to  that  end,  is  the  approach 
of  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Chrift.  Haggai  foretold 
that  Chrift  fhould  be  of  Zerubbabel’s  legal  pofterity, 
laft  chapter  laft  verfe.  This  feems  to  be  the  laft  and 
moft  particular  revelation  of  the  defcent  of  Chrift,  till 
the  angel  Gabriel  was  lent  to  reveal  it  to  his  mother 
Mary. 

VI.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  was  the 

pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  accompanied  the 

miniftry  of  Ezra  the  prieft  after  the  captivity.  That 

there  was  fuch  a  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that 

accompanied  Ezra’s  miniftry,  is  manifeft  by  many  things 

in  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.  Prefentlv  after 

* 

Ezra  came  up  from  Babylon,  with  the  ample  cotnmii- 
fion  which  Artaxerxes  gave  him,  whence  Daniel’s  fc- 
venty  weeks  began,  he  fet  himfelf  to  reform  the  vices 
and  corruptions  he  found  among  the  jews  ;  and  his 
great  fuccefs  in  it  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  loth 

chapter 
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chapter  of  Ezra  ;  fo  that  there  appeared  a  very  general 
and  great  mourning  of  the  congregation  of  Ifrael  for 
their  fins,  which  was  accompanied  with  a  folemn  cove¬ 
nant  that  the  people  entered  into  with  God  3  and  this 
was  followed  with  a  great  and  general  reformation,  as 
we  have  there  an  account.  And  the  people  about  the 
fame  time,  with  great  zeal,  and  earneftnefs,  and  reverence, 
gathered  themfelves  together  to  hear  the  word  of  God 
read  by  Ezra  3  and  gave  diligent  attention,  while  Ezra 
and  the  other  priefts  preached  to  them,  by  reading 
and  expounding  the  law,  and  were  greatly  affected  in 
the  hearing  of  it.  They  wept  when  they  heard  the 
words  of  tile  law,  and  fet  themfelves  to  obferve  the  law, 
and  kept  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  as  the  fcripture  ob¬ 
ferve  s,  after  filch  a  manner  a's  it  had  not  been  kept 
ft  nee  the  days  of  Tofrnia  the  fon  of  Nun  3  as  we  have 
account  in  the  8th  chapter  of  Nehemiah  :  And  after 
this,  having  fepirated  themfelves  from  all  ftrangers, 
they  folemnly  obierved  a  f aft, by  hearing  the  word  of  God, 
confeillno'  their  fins,  and  renewing  their  covenant  with 
God  ;  and  manifefted  their  ftneerity  in  that  tranfaction, 
by  actually  reforming  many  abufes  in  religion  and  mo¬ 
rals  3  as  we  learn  from  the  gth  and  following  chapters 


of  Nehemiah. 

It  is  obfcrvable,  that  it  has  bepn  God’s  manner  in  every 
remarkable  new  eftablifhment  of  the  ftate  of  liisviftble 
church,  to  give  a  remarkable  outpouring  of  his  fpirit. 
So  it  was  on  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  church  of  the 
Tews  at  their  firft  coming  into  Canaan  under  Jolhua, 
as  has  been  obferved  3  and  fo  it  was  now  in  this  le- 
cond  fcttlement  of  the  church  in  the  fame  land  in  the 
time  of  Ezra  3  and  fo  it  was  on  the  firft  eftablifhment 
of  the  Chriftian  church  after  Chrift’s  refurreffiori  3 


God  wifely  and  gracioufty  laying  the  foundation  of 
.  thofe  eft  abli {laments  in  a  work  of  his  holy  Spirit,  for 
the  1  aft  in  g  benefit  of  the  ftate  of  his  church,  thence¬ 
forward  continued  in  thofe  eftablifhments.  And  this 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  was  a  final  cure  ot 
that  nation  of  that  particular  fin  which  juft  before  they 
efpecially  run  into,  viz.  intermarrying  with  the  Gentiles : 
for  however  inclined  to  it  they  were  before,  they  ever 
after  iliewed  an  aver  ft  on  to  it. 

Vll.  Ezra 
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VII.  Ezra  added  to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures.  He 
wrote  the  book  of  Ezra  ;  and  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 
written  the  two  books  of  Chronicles,  at  lead;  of  com¬ 
piling  them,  if  he  was  not  the  author  of  the  materials, 
or  all  the  parts  of  thefe  Avritings.  That  thele  books 
were  written,  or  compiled  and  completed,  after  the  cap¬ 
tivity,  the  things  contained  in  the  books  themfelves  make 
manifeft ;  for  the  genealogies  contained  therein,  are 
brought  down  beloAV  the  captivity;  as  i  Chron.  iii.  17. 
&c.  We  have  there  an  account  of  the  pofiierity  of  Je- 
hoiachin  for  feveral  fucceflive  generations.  And  there 
is  mention  in  thefe  books  of  this  captivity  into  Babylon, 
as  of  a  thing  pad:,  and  of  things  that  were  done  on  the 
return  of  the  Jews  after  the  captivity  ;  as  you  may  fee 
in  the  9th  chapter  of  1  Chron.  The  chapter  is  moftly 
filled  up  with  an  account  of  things  that  came  to  pafs  af¬ 
ter  the  captivity  into  Babylon,  as  you  may  lee  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  what  is  faid  in  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Ne- 
hemia'h.  And  that  Ezra  Avas  the  perfon  that  compiled 
thefe  books,  is  probable  by  this,  becaufe  they  conclude 
with  words  that  we  knoAv  are  the  words  of  Ezra's  hi- 
ftory.  The  tAvo  lad:  verfes  are  Ezra’s  words  in  the  hi- 
ftory  he  gives  in  the  two  firft  verfes  of  the  book  of 
Ezra. 

VIII.  Ezra  is  fuppofed  to  have  collc&cd  all  the  books 
of  which  the  holy  fcriptures  did  then  confift,  and  dif- 
pofed  them  in  their  proper  order.  Ezra  is  often  fpoken. 
of  as  a  noted  and  eminent  fcribe  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  the  canon  of  fcripture  in  his  time  Avas  manifedly 
under  his  fpecial  care  ;  and  the  Jews,  from  the  firft  ac¬ 
counts  Ave  have  from  them,  have  always  held,  that  the 
canon  of  fcripture,  fo  much  of  it  as  was  then  extant, 
was  collected,  and  orderly  difpofcd  and  fettled  by  Ezra; 
and  that  from  him  they  have  delivered  it  dotvn  in  the 
order  in  which  he  difpofed  it,  till  Chrift’s  time ;  Avhen 
the  Chridian  church  received  it  from  them,  and  have 
delivered  it  down  to  our  times.  And  the  truth  of  this 
is  alloAved  as  undoubted  by  divines  in  general. 

IX.  The  work  of  redemption  Avas  carried  on  and 
promoted  in  this  period,  by  greatly  multiplying  the  co¬ 
pies  of  the  law,  and  appointing  the  conftant  public  read¬ 
ing  of  them  in  all  the  cities  of  Ifrael  in  their  fyna- 
gogues.  It  is  evident,  that  before  the  captivity,  there 
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were  but  few  copies  of  the  law.  There  was  the  original, 
laid  up  befide  the  ark  \  and  the  kings  were  required  to 
write  out  a  copy  of  the  law  for  their  ufe,  and  the  law 
was  required  to  be  read  to  the  whole  congregation  of  If- 
rael  once  every  feventh  year.  And  we  have  no  ac¬ 
count  of  any  other  hated  public  reading  of  the  law  be¬ 
fore  the  captivity  but  this.  And  it  is  manifeft  by  feve- 
ral  things  that  might  be  mentioned,  that  copies  of  the 
law  were  exceeding  rare  before  the  captivity.  But  af¬ 
ter  the  captivity,  the  conftant  reading  of  the  law  was 
fet  up  in  every  fynagogue  throughout  the  land.  Firft, 
they  began  with  reading  the  law,  and  then  they  pro-? 
ceeded  to  eitabliih  the  conftant  reading  of  the  other 

books  of  the  Old  Teftament.  And  lelTons  were  read 

\ 

out  of  the  Old  Teftament,  as  made  up  of  both  the  law 
and  the  other  parts  of  the  fcripture  then  extant,  in  all 
the  fynagogues,  which  were  let  up  in  every  city,  and 
every  where,  where-ever  the  Jews  in  any  coniiderable 
number  dwelt,  as  our  meeting-houies  are.  Thus  we 
find  it  was  in  Chrift’s  and  the  apoftles  time,  A£ts  xv.  21. 
“  Mofes  of  old  time  hath  in  every  city  them  that  preach 
him,  being  read  in  the  fynagogues  every  fabbath-day.” 
This  cuflom  is  univerfally  fuppofed,  both  by  Jews  and 
Chriftians,  to  be  begun  by  Ezra.  There  were  doubt- 
lels  public  affemblies  before  the  captivity  into  Babylon. 
They  ufed  to  affemble  at  the  temple  at  their  great  feaits, 
and  were  directed,  when  they  were  at  a  lofs  about  any 
thing  in  the  law,  to  go  to  the  pried  for  inftruftion  ; 
and  they  ufed  alfo  to  refort  to  the  prophets  houfes  :  and 
we  read  of  fynagogues  in  the  land  before,  Pfal.  ixxiv.  8. 
But  it  is  not  fuppofed  that  they  had  copies  of  the  law 
for  conlhtnt  public  reading  and  expounding  through 
the  land  before,  as  afterwards.  This  was  one  great 
means  of  their  being  prefer ved  from  idolatry. 

Xi  The  next  thing  I  would  mention,  is  God’s  re¬ 
markably  preferring  the  church  and  nation  of  the  Jews, 
when  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  imiveifal- 
Jy  deftroyed  by  Hainan.  W e  have  the  fcory  in  the  book 
of  Either,  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  This  feries 
of  providences  was  very  wonderful  in  preventing  this 
deft  ruction.  Either  wardoubtlefs  born  for  this  end  to 


be  the  initrument  of  this  remarkable  prefervation. 

XL,  After  this  the  canon  of  fcripture  was  further 
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added  to  in  the  books  of  Nehemiah  and  Either  ;  the  one 
by  Nehemiah  himfelf ;  and  whether  the  other  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Nehemiah,  or  Mordecai,  or  Malachi,  is  not  or 
importance  for  ns  to  know,  fo  long  as  it  is  one  of  thole 
books  that  were  always  admitted  and  received  as  a  part 
of  their  canon  by  the  Jews,  and  was  among  thofe  books 
that  the  Jews  called  their  feriptures  in  Chrift  s  time, 
and  as  fuch  was  approved  by  him.  For  Chrift  does  of¬ 
ten  in  his  fpeeches  to  the  Jews,  manifeftly  approve  anc. 
confirm  thofe  books,  which  amongft  them  went  by  the 
name  of  the  feriptures ,  as  might  eaiiiy  be  ihown,  if 
there  were  time  for  it. 

XII.  After  this  the  canon  of  the  Old  Teftament  was 
completed  and  fealed  by  Malachi.  dhe  manner  of  his 
concluding  his  prophecy  feems  to  imply,  that  they  were 
to  expe<ft  no  more  prophecies,  and  no  more  wiitten  r  e¬ 
velations  from  God,  till  Chrift  fhould  come.  I' 01  in 
the  lair  chapter  he  prophecies  of  C hr i it’s  coming  ;  \ei. 
2.  3.  “  But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  fhall  the  Sun 
“  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  his  wings  j  and 
<<  ye  fhall  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  ft  all. 
«  And  ye  ihall  tread  down  the  wicked  ;  for  they  fhall 
“  be  as  allies  under  the  foies  of  your  feet,  in  the  day 
“  that  I  fhall  do  this,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.”  I  hen 
we  read  in  ver.  4.  “  Remember  ye  the  law  of  Mofes  my 
i6  fervant,  which  I  commanded  unto  him  in  Horeb 
(t  for  all  Ifrael,  with  the  ftatutes  and  judgements,”  i.  e. 
Ptemember  and  improve  what  ye  have  *,  keep  ciofe  to 
that  written  rule  you  have,  as  expecting  no  more  addi¬ 
tions  to  it,  till  the  night  of  the  Old  Teftament  is  over, 
and  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  at  length  arife. 

XIII.  Soon  after  this,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ceafed 
among  that  people  till  the  time  of  the  New  1  eif ament. 
Thus  the  Old-Teff ament  light,  the  ftars  oi  the  long 
night,  began  apace  to  hide  their  heads,  the  time  of  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  now  drawing  nigh.  We  before 
obferved,  how  the  Kings  of  the  houfe  of  David  ceafed 
before  the  true  king  and  head  of  the  church  came  ;  and 
how  the  cloud  of  glory  withdrew,  before  Chrift,  the 
brightnefs  of  the  Father’s  glory,  appeared  *,  and  fo  as  to 
feveral  other  things.  And  now  at  laft  the  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy  ceafed.  The  time  of  the  great  Prophet  of  God 
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was  now  fo  nigh,  it  was  time  for  their  typical  prophets 
to  be  frlent,  and  Ihut  their  mouths. 

. 

W e  have  now  gone  through  with  the  time  that  we 
have  any  hiftorical  account  of  in  the  writings  of  the 
Old  l  eftament,  and  the  laft  thing  that  was  mentioned* 
by  which  the  work  of  redemption  was  promoted,  was 
the  ceafmg  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 

I  now  proceed  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption 
was  carried  on  through  the  remaining  times  that  were 
before  Chrift  :  in  which  we  have  not  that  thread  of 
fcripture-hiftory  to  guide  us  that  we  have  had  hitherto  $ 
but  have  thefe  three  things  to  guide  us,  viz.  the  pro¬ 
phecies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  human  hiftories  of  thofc 
times,  and  fome  occafional  mention  made,  and  fome 
evidence  given,  of  fome  things  which  happened  in  thofe 
times,  in  the  New  Teftament.  Therefore, 

XIV.  The  next  particular  that  I  ihall  mention  under 
this  period,  is  the  deftrtnftion  of  the  Perlian  empire, 
and  fetting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire  by  Alexander. 
This  came  to  pafs  about  fixty  or  feventy  years  after  the 
times  wherein  the  Prophet  Malachi  is  fuppofed  to  have 
prophefied,  and  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  years 
before  Chrift.  This  was  the  third  overturning  of 
the  world  that  came  to  pafs  in  this  period,  and  was 
greater  and  more  remarkable  than  either  of  the  fore¬ 
going.  It  was  very  remarkable  on  account  of  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  that  conqueft  of  the  world  which  Alexander 
made,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire  which  he  fet 
up,  which  much  exceeded  all  the  foregoing  in  its  ex¬ 
tent. 

1  his  event  is  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of 
Daniel.  This  empire  is  reprefented  by  the  third  king¬ 
dom  of  brafs  in  Daniel's  interpretation  of  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  dream,  as  in  Dan.  ii. ;  and  in  Daniel’s  vifion 
of  the  four  beads,  is  reprefented  by  the  third  beaft  that 
was  like  a  leopard,  that  had  on  his  back  four  wings  of 
a  fowl,  to  reprefent  the  fwiftnefs  of  its  conqueft,  chap, 
vii. ;  and  is  more  particularly  reprefented  by  the  he-goat 
in  the  8th  chapter,  that  came  from  the  weft  on  the 
face  o {  the  whole  earth,  and  touched  not  the  ground, 
to  reprefent  how  lwiftly  Alexander  over-ran  the  world. 
The  angel  hiinfelf  does  expreisly  interpret  this  he-goat 
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to  fignify  the  king  of  Grecia,  ver.  2U  The  rough 
goat  is  the  king  of  Grecia  5  and  the  great  horn  that  is 
between  his  eyes  is  the  firft  king,  i.  e.  Alexander  him- 
felf. 

After  Alexander  had  conquered  the  world,  he  loon 
died  *,  and  his  dominion  did  not  defcend  to  his  pofterity, 
but  four  of  his  principal  captains  divided  his  empire 
between  them,  as  it  there  follows.  Now  that  being 
broken,  whereas  four  flood  up  for  it,  four  kingdoms 
fhall  hand  up  out  of  the  nation,  but  not  in  his  power ; 
fo  you  may  fee  in  the  nth  chapter  of  Daniel.  The 
angel,  after  foretelling  of  the  Perlian  empire,  then  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  foretel  of  Alexander,  ver.  3.  u  And  a  mighty 
u  king  fhall  hand  up,  that  fhall  rule  with  great  domi- 
€e  nion,  and  do  according  to  his  will.”  And  then  he 
foretels,  in  the  4th  verfe,  of  the  dividing  of  his  king¬ 
dom  between  his  four  captains  :  “  And  when  he  lhall 
<s  {land  up,  his  kingdom  fhall  be  broken,  and  fhall  be 
“  divided  toward  the  four  winds  of  heaven  ;  and  not  to 
«  his  pofterity,  nor  according  to  his  dominion  which 
<c  he  ruled  :  for  his  kingdom  fhall  be  plucked  up,  even 
“  for  others  befides  thofe.”  Two  of  thefe  four  cap¬ 
tains,  whofe  kingdoms  were  next  to  Judea,  the  one 
had  Egypt  and  the  neighbouring  countries  on  the  foutlx 
of  Judea,  and  the  other  had  Syria  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  countries  north  of  Judea ;  and  thefe  two  are  thofe 
that  are  called  the  kings  of  the  north  and  of  the  fouth 
in  the  1  ith  chapter  ol  Daniel. 

Now,  this  fetting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire  did 
greatly  prepare  the  way  for  ChrifFs  coming,  and  fet¬ 
ting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world.  Befides  thefe  ways 
common  to  the  other  overturnings  of  the  world  in  this 
period,  that  have  been  already  mentioned,  there  is 
one  peculiar  to  this  revolution  which  I  would  take  no¬ 
tice  of,  which  did  remarkably  promote  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  ;  and  that  was,  that  it  made  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage  common  in  the  world.  To  have  one  common 
language  underflood  and  ufed  through  the  greater  part 
of  the  world,  was  a  thing  that  did  greatly  prepare  the 
way  for  the  fetting  up  of  ChrifFs  kingdom.  This  gave 
advantage  for  fpreading  the  gofpel  from  one  nation  to 
another,  and  fo  through  all  nations,  with  vallly  greater 
eafe,  than  if  every  nation  had  a  diftinft  language,  and 
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did  not  underftand  each  other.  For  though  fome  of 
the  fir  ft  preachers  of  the  gofpel  had  the  gift  of  languages, 
fo  that  they  could  preach  in  any  language  ;  yet  all  had 
not  this  particular  gift  \  and  they  that  had,  could  not 
exercife  it  when  they  would,  but  only  at  fpecial  feafons, 
when  the  Spirit  of  God  was  pleafed  to  infpire  them  in 
this  way.  And  the  church,  in  different  parts  of  the: 
world,  as  the  churches  of  Jerufalem,  Antioch,  Galatia, 
Corinth,  and  others,  which  were  in  countries  diftant 
one  from  another,  could  not  have  had  that  communi¬ 
cation  one  with  another,  which  we  have  an  account  of 
in  the  book  of  AEls,  if  they  had  had  no  common  Ian*, 
guage.  So  it  was  before  the  Grecian  empire  was  fet 
up.  But  after  this,  many  in  all  thefe  countries  well 
underftood  the  fame  language,  viz.  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage  ;  which  wonderfully  opened  the  door  for  mutual 
communication  between  thofe  churches,  fo  far  fepara- 
ted  one  from  another.  And  again,  the  making  the 
Greek  language  common  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
world,  did  wonderfully  make  way  for  the  fetting  up  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  becaufe  it  was  the  language  in 
which  the  New  Teftament  was  to  be  originally  written. 
The  apoftles  propogated  the  gofpel  through  many 
fcores  of  nations ;  and  if  they  could  not  have  under¬ 
ftood  the  Bible  any  otherwife  than  as  it  was  tranflated 
into  fo  many  languages,  it  would  have  rendered  the 
fpreading  of  the  gofpel  vaftly  more  difficult.  But  by 
the  Greek  language  being  made  common  to  all,  they 
all  underftood  the  New  Teftament  of  Jefus  Chrift  in 
the  language  in  which  the  apoftles  and  evangelists  ori¬ 
ginally  wrote  it :  fo  that  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  written 
by  its  original  penmen,  it  immediately  lay  open  to  the 
world  in  a  language  that  was  commonly  underftood  e- 
very  where,  as -there  was  no  language  that  was  lo  com¬ 
monly  underftood  in  the  world  in  Chrift’s  and  the  a- 
poftles  times  as  the  Greek  ;  the  caufe  ot  which  was  the 
letting  up  or  the  Grecian  empire  in  the  world 

XV.  i  he  next  thing  I  fhali  take  notice  of  is,  the 
tranilating  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  1  eftament  into 
a  language  that  was  commonly  underftood  by  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  l  he  translation  that  I  here  fpeak  of  is  that  into 
the  Greek  language,  that  is  commonly  called  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  or  the  translation  of  the  Seventy.  This  is  lup- 
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pofed  to  have  been  made  about  fifty  or  fixty  yeai  s  aftei 
Alexander's  conquering  the  world.  This  is  the  firft 
:ranflation  that  ever  was  made  of  the  fcriptures  that  we 
have  any  credible  account  of.  The  canon  of  the  Old 
Teftament  had  been  completed  by  the  prophet  Malachi 
hut  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  in  its  o- 
riginal ;  and  hitherto  the  fcriptures  had  remained  lock¬ 
ed  up  from  all  other  nations  but  the  Jews,  in  the  He¬ 
brew  tongue,  which  was  underftood  by  no  other  na¬ 
tion.  But  now  it  was  tranilated  into  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  which,  as  we  obferved  before,  was  a  language 
that  was  commonly  underftood  by  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

This  translation  of  the  Old  Teftament  is  ft  ill  extant, 
and  is  commonly  in  the  hands  of  learned  men  in  thefe 
days,  and  is  made  great  ufe  of  by  them.  The  Jews 
have  many  fables  about  the  occafion  and  manner  of  this 
tranflation  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is  fuppofed  to  be 
this,  that  multitudes  of  the  Jews  living  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  befides  Judea,  and  being  born  and  bred  among 
the  Greeks,  the  Greek  became  their  common  language, 
and  they  did  not  underhand  the  original  Hebrew  ;  and 
therefore  they  procured  the  fcriptures  to  be  tranilated 
for  their  ufe  into  the  Greek  language  :  and  fo  hence¬ 
forward  the  Jews,  in  all  countries,  except  Judea,  were 
wont  in  their  fynagogues  to  make  ufe  of  this  tranflation 
inftead  of  the  Hebrew. 

This  tranflation  of  the  fcriptures  into  a  language 
commonly  underftood  through  the  world,  prepared  the 
way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and  fetting  up  his  kingdom  in 
the  world,  and  afterwards  did  greatly  promote  it.  For 
as  the  apoftles  went  preaching  through  the  world,  they 
made  great  ufe  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
and  efpecially  of  the  prophecies  concerning  Chrift  that 
were  contained  in  them.  And  by  means  of  this  tranf¬ 
lation,  and  by  the  Jews  being  fcattered  every  where, 
they  had  the  fcriptures  at  hand  in  a  language  that  was 
underftood  by  the  Gentiles  :  and  they  did  princi¬ 
pally  make  ufe  of  this  tranflation  in  their  preaching 
and  writings  where-ever  they  went;  as  is  evident  by 
this,  that  in  all  the  innumerable  quotations  that  are 
made  out  of  the  Old  Teftament  in  their  writings  in  the 
New  Teftament,  they  are  almoft  every  where  in  the  very 
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words  of  the  Septuagint.  The  fenfe  is  the  fame  as  it  is 
in  the  original  Hebrew ;  but  very  often  the  words  are 
different,  as  all  that  are  acquainted  with  their  Bibles 
know.  When  the  apoftles  in  their  epiftles,  and  the  e- 
vangelifts  in  their  hiftories,  cite  paffages  out  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  it  is  very  often  in  different  words  from  what 
we  have  in  the  Old  Teftament,  as  all  know.  But  yet 
thefe  citations  are  almoft  univerfally  in  the  very  words 
of  the  Septuagint  verfion  ;  for  that  may  be  feen  by  com¬ 
paring  them  together,  they  being  both  written  in  the 
fame  language.  This  makes  it  evident,  that  the  apo¬ 
ftles,  in  their  preaching  and  writings,  commonly  made 
ufe  of  this  tranflation.  So  this  very  tranflation  was  that 
which  was  principally  ufed  in  Chriftian  churches  through 
moft  nations  of  the  world  for  feveral  hundred  years  af¬ 
ter  Chrift. 

XVI.  The  next  thing  is  the  wonderful  prefervation 
of  the  church  when  it  was  imminently  threatened  and 
perfecuted  under  the  Grecian  empire. 

The  firft  time  they  were  threatened  was  by  Alexan- 
der  himfelf.  When  he  was  befieging  the  city  of  Tyre, 
fending  to  the  Jews  for  afliftance  and  fupplies  for  his 
army,  and  they  refufing,  out  of  a  confcientious  regard 
to  their  oath  to  the  king  of  Perfta,  he  being  a  man  of  a 
very  furious  fpirit,  agreeable  to  the  fcripture-reprefen- 
tation  of  the  rough  he-goat,  marched  againft  them, 
with  a  defign  to  cut  them  off.  But  the  priefts  going 
out  to  meet  him  in  their  prieftly  garments,  when  he 
met  them,  God  wonderfully  turned  his  heart  to  fpare 
them,  and  favour  them,  much  as  he  did  the  heart  of 
Efau  when  he  met  Jacob. 

After  this,  one  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  a  fucceffor  of 
one  of  Alexander’s  four  captains,  entertained  a  deftgn 
of  deftroying  the  nation  of  the  Jews  ;  but  was  remark* 
ably  and  wonderfully  prevented  by  a  ftronger  interpo* 
pofttion  of  Heaven  for  their  prefervation. 

But  the  moft  wonderful  prefervation  of  them  ail  in 
this  period  was  under  the  cruel  periecution  of  Antio- 
chus  Epiphanes,  king  of  Syria,  and  fucceffor  of  ano¬ 
ther  of  Alexander’s  four  captains.  The  Jews  were  at 
that  time  fubjeft  to  the  power  of  Antiochus ;  and  he 
being  enraged  againft  them,  long  ftrove  to  his  utmoft 
utterly  to  deftroy  them,  and  root  them  out ;  at  leaft  all 
of  them  that  would  not  forfake  their  religion,  and 
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worfldp  his  idols  :  and  he  did  indeed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  wafte  the  country,  and  depopulate  the  city  of  Je- 
rufalem  ;  and  profaned  the  temple,  by  fetting  up  his  i- 
dols  in  fome  parts  of  it ;  and  perfecuted  the  people  with 
infatiable  cruelty ;  fo  that  we  have  no  account  of  any 
perfecution  like  his  before*  Many  of  the  particular 
circumftances  of  this  perfecution  would  be  very  affect¬ 
ing,  if  I  had  time  to  inflft  on  them  This  cruel  perfe¬ 
cution  began  about  an  hundred  and  feventy  years  before 
Chrift.  It  is  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecy  of  Da* 
tiiel,  as  you  may  fee,  Dan.  viii*  9. — 25.  ;  xi.  31. — 38. 
Thefe  perfections  are  alfo  fpoken  of  in  the  New  Te~ 
(lament,  a$,  Heb.  xi.  36.  37.  38. 

Antiochus  intended  not  only  to  extirpate  the  Jewifh 
religion,  but,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  the  very  nation  ;  and 
particularly  laboured  to  the  utmoft  to  deflroy  all  copies 
of  the  law.  And  confldering  hwv  weak  they  were,  in 
comparifon  with  a  king  of  fuch  vaft  dominion,  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  appears  very  wonderful  in  defeating  his 
defign.  Many  times  the  Jews  feemed  to  be  on  the  very 
brink  of  ruin,  and  juft  ready  to  be  wholly  fwallowed 
up  :  their  enemies  often  thought  themfelves  fure  of  ob¬ 
taining  their  purpofe.  They  once  came  againft  the 
people  with  a  mighty  army,  and  with  a  defign  of  kill¬ 
ing  all,  except  the  women  and  children,  and  of  felling 
thefe  for  llaves  ;  and  they  were  fo  confident  of  obtain¬ 
ing  their  purpofe,  and  others  of  purchafing,  that  above 
a  thoufand  merchants  came  with  the  army,  with  mo¬ 
ney  in  their  hands,  to  buy  the  flaves  that  fhould  be 
fold.  But  God  wonderfully  ftirred  up  and  aftifted  one 
Judas,  and  others  his  fucceffors,  that  were  called  the 
Maccabees,  who,  with  a  fmall  handful  in  comparifon, 
vanquilhed  their  enemies  time  after  time,  and  delivered 
their  nation;  which  was  foretold  by  Daniel,  xi.  32. 
Speaking  of  Antiochus’s  perfecution,  he  fays,  “  And 
<c  fuch  as  do  wickedly  againft  the  covenant,  {hall  he 
"  corrupt  by  flatteries  :  but  the  people  that  do  know 
€f  their  God,  fhall  be  ftrong,  and  do  exploits.” 

*God  afterwards  brought  this  Antiochus  to  a  fearful, 
miferable  end,  by  a  loathfome  difeafe,  under  dreadful 
torments  of  body,  and  horrors  of  mind  ;  which  was 
foretold,  Dan.  xi.  45.  in  thefe  words,  “  Yet  he  fhali 
<f  come  to  his  end,  and  none  {hall  help  him.” 
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After  his  death,  there  were  attempts  frill  to  deftroy 
the  church  of  God  ;  but  God  baffled  them  all. 

XVII.  The  next  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the  de« 
frruction  of  the  Grecian  empire,  and  fetting  up  of  the 
Roman  empire.  This  was  the  fourth  overturning  of  the 
world  that  was  in  this  period.  And  though  it  was 
brought  to  pafs  more  gradually  than  the  fetting  up  of 
the  Grecian  empire,  yet  it  far  exceeded  that,  and  was 
much  the  greateft  and  largeft  temporal  monarchy  that 
ever  was  in  the  world  *,  fo  that  the  Roman  empire  was 
commonly  called  all  the  'world  \  as  it  is  in  Luke  ii.  1.  “And 
i(  there  went  out  a  decree  from  before  Caefar  Auguftus, 
“  that  all  the  world  fliould  be  taxed  j”  i.  e.  all  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire. 

This  empire  is  fpoken  of  as  much  the  frrongeft  and 
greateft  of  any  of  the  four :  Dan.  ii.  40.  “  And  the 
fourth  kingdom  Aral!  be  ftrong  as  iron  :  forafmuch  as 
<<  iron  breaketh  in  pieces,  and  fubdueth  all  things:  and 
«  as  iron  that  breaketh  all  thefe,  {hall  it  break  in  pieces, 
<e  and  bruife.”  So  alfo  Dan.  vii.  7.  19.  23. 

The  time  that  the  Romans  firft  conquered  and 
brought  under  the  land  of  Judea,  was  between  frxty 
and  feventy  years  before  Chrift  was  born.  And  foon 
after  this,  the  Roman  empire  was  eftablifhed  in  its 
greateft  extent  *,  and  the  world  continued  fubject  to  this 
empire  henceforward  till  Chrift  came,  and  many  hun- 
dred  years  afterwards. 

The  nations  of  the  world  being  united  in  one  mo¬ 
narchy  when  Chrift  came,  and  when  the  apoftles  went 
forth  to  preach  the  gofpel,  did  greatly  prepare  the  way 
for  the  1  pleading  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  fetting  up  of 
Chrift’s  kingdom  in  the  world.  For  the  world  being 
thus  fubject  to  one  government,  it  opened  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  nation  to  nation,  and  fo  opportunity  was 
given  for  the  more  fwiftly  propagating  the  gofpel 
through  the  world.  Thus  we  find  it  to  be  now  ;  as  if 
any  thing  prevails  in  the  Englifh  nation,  the  communi¬ 
cation  is  quick  from  one  part  of  the  nation  to  another, 
throughout  all  parts  that  are  fubjeft  to  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment,  much  e after  and  quicker  than  to  othei  na¬ 
tions,  which  are  not  fubjeft  to  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment,  and  have  little  to  do  with  them.  1  here  are  in¬ 
numerable  difficulties  in  travelling  through  different 
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nations,  that  are  under  different  independent  govern¬ 
ments,  which  there  are  not  in  travelling  through  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  fame  realm,  or  different  dominions 
of  the  fame  prince.  So  the  world  being  under  one  go¬ 
vernment,  the  government  of  the  Romans,  in  Chrift’s 
and  the  apoftles  times,  facilitated  the  apoftles  travelling, 
and  the  gofpel’s  fpreading  through  the  world. 

XVIII.  About  the  fame  time  learning  and  philofophy 
were  rifen  to  their  greateft  height  in  the  Heathen  world. 
The  time  of  learning’s  ilourifhing  in  the  Heathen  world 
was  principally  in  this  period.  Almoft  all  the  famous 
philo fophers  that  we  have  an  account  of  among  the 
Heathen,  were  after  the  captivity  into  Babylon.  .  Al¬ 
mofl:  all  the  wife  men  of  Greece  and  Rome  flourifhed 
in  this  time.  Thefe  philofophers,  many  of  them,  were 
indeed  men  of  great  temporal  wifdom  *,  and  that  which 
they  in  general  chiefly  profeffed  to  make  their  bufinefs, 
was  to  inquire  wherein  man’s  chief  happineis  lay,  and 
the  way  in  which  men  might  obtain  happinefs.  They 
feemed  earneftly  to  bufy  themfelves  in  this  inquiry,  and 
wrote  multitudes  of  books  about  it,  many  of  which  are 
Rill  extant.  And  they  were  exceedingly  divided  in  their 
opinions  about  it.  There  have  been  reckoned  up  fe- 
veral  hundreds  of  different  opinions  that  they  had  con¬ 
cerning  it.  Thus  they  wearied  themfelves  in  vain,  wan¬ 
dered  in  the  dark,  not  having  the  glorious  gofpel  to 
guide  them.  God  was  pleafed  to  fuffer  men  to  do  the 
utmoft  that  they  could  with  human  wifdom,  and  to  try 
the  extent  of  their  own  unclerftandings  to  find  out  the 
way  to  happinefs,  before  the  true  light  came  to  enlight¬ 
en  the  world  •,  before  he  fent  the  great  Prophet  to  lead 
men  in  the  right  way  to  happinefs.  God  fuidered  thefe 
great  philofophers  to  try  what  they  could  do  for  lix 
hundred  years  together  ;  and  then  it  proved,  by  the 
events  of  fo  long  a  time,  that  all  they  could  do  was  in 
vain  j  the  world  not  becoming  wifer,  better,  or  happier 
under  their  inftrueftions,  but  growing  more  and  more 
foolifh,  wicked,  and  miferable.  He  fullered  their  wif- 
dom  and  philofophy  to  come  to  the  greateft  height  be¬ 
fore  Chrift  came,  that  it  might  be  feen  how  far  reafon 
and  philofophy  could  go  in  their  higheft  afeent,  that 
the  neceftity  of  a  divine  teacher  might  appear  before 
Chrift  came.  And  God  was  pleafed  to  make  foolifh 
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the  wifdom  of  this  world,  to  fhew  men  the  folly  of  their 
beft  wifdom,  by  the  do&rines  of  his  glorious  gofpel 
which  were  above  the  reach  of  all  their  philofophy. 
See  1  Cor.  i.  19.  2c.  21. 

And  after  God  had  fhewed  the  vanity  of  human 
learning,  when  fet  up  in  the  room  of  the  gofpel,  God 
was  pleafed  to  make  it  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
Chrift’s  kingdom,  as  an  handmaid  to  divine  revelation  ; 
and  lo  the  prevailing  of  learning  in  the  world  before 
Chrifl  came,  made  way  for  his  coming  both  thefe  ways, 
viz.  as  thereby  the  vanity  of  human  wifdom  was  fhown, 
and  the  neceflity  of  the  gofpel  appeared ;  and  alfo  as 
hereby  an  handmaid  was  prepared  to  the  gofpel:  for  fo 
it  was  made  ufe  of  in  the  Apoftle  Paul,  who  was  famed 
for  his  much  learning,  as  you  may  fee  A6ts  xxvi.  24. 
and  was  fkilled  not  only  in  the  learning  of  the  Jews, 
but  alfo  of  the  philofophers  *,  and  improved  it  to  the 
purpofes  of  the  gofpel ;  as  you  may  fee  he  did  in  depu¬ 
ting  with  the  philofophers  at  Athens,  A<fts  xvii.  22.  &c. 
He  by  his  learning  knew  how  to  accommodate  himfelf 
in  his  difeourfes  to  learned  men,  as  appears  by  this  dif-. 
courfe  of  his  ;  and  he  knew  well  how  to  improve  what 
he  had  read  in  their  writings  ;  and  he  here  cites  their 
own  poets.  And  now  Dionyftus,  that  was  a  philofo- 
pher,  was  converted  by  him,  and,  as  ecclefiaftical  hi- 
fiery  gives  us  an  account,  made  a  great  inftrument  of 
promoting  the  gofpel.  And  there  were  many  others  in 
that  and  the  following  ages,  who  were  eminently  ufeful 
by  their  human  learning  in  promoting  the  interefts  of 
Chrift’s  kingdom. 

XIX.  Juft  before  Chrifl  was  born,  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire  was  raifed  to  its  greateft  height,  and  alfo  fettled  in 
peace.  About  four  and  twenty  years  before  Chrift  was 
born,  Auguftus  Caefar,  the  fir  ft  Roman  emperor,  be¬ 
gan  to  rule  as  emperor  of  the  world.  Till  then  the 
Pioman  empire  had  of  a  long  time  been  a  common¬ 
wealth  under  the  government  of  the  fenate  :  but  then 
it  became  an  abfolute  monarchy.  This  Auguftus  Cae- 
far,  as  he  was  the  firft,  fo  he  was  the  greateft  of  all  the 
Roman  emperors  :  he  reigned  in  the  greateft  glory.. 
Thus  the  power  of  the  Heathen  world,  which  was  Sa¬ 
tan’s  vifible  kingdom,  was  raifed  to  its  greateft  height, 
after  it  had  been  riling  higher  and  higher,  and  ftrength- 
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cning  itfelf  more  and  more  from  the  days  of  Solomon 
to  this  day,  which  was  about  a  thoufand  years .  Now  it 
appeared  at  a  greater  height  than  ever  it  appeared  from 
the  firft  beginning  of  Satan’s  Heathenifh  kingdom, 
which  was  probably  about  the  time  of  the  building  of 
Babel.  Now  the  Heathen  world  was  in  its  greateft  glo¬ 
ry  for  ftrength,  wealth,  and  learning. 

God  did  two  things  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s 
coming,  wherein  he  took  a  contrary  method  from  that 
which  human  wifdom  would  have  taken.  He  brought 
his  own  vifible  people  very  low,  and  made  them  weak  ; 
but  the  Heathen,  that  were  his  enemies,  he  exalted  to 
the  greateft  height,  for  the  more  glorious  triumph  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift.  With  a  finall  number  in  their 
greateft  weaknefs,  he  conquered  his  enemies  in  their 
greateft  glory.  Thus  Chrift  triumphed  over  principa¬ 
lities  and  powers  in  his  crofs. 

Auguftus  Caefar  had  been  for  many  years  eftablifh- 
ing  the  ftate  of  the  Roman  empire,  fubduing  his  ene¬ 
mies  in  one  part  and  another,  till  the  very  year  that 
Chrift  was  born  ;  when  all  his  enemies  being  fubdued, 
and  his  dominion  over  the  world  feemed  to  be  fettled  in 
its  greateft  glory.  All  was  eftablifhed  in  peace  ;  in  to¬ 
ken  whereof  the  Romans  fhut  the  temple  of  Janus, 
which  was  an  eftablilhed  fymbol  among  them  of  there 
being  univerfal  peace  throughout  the  Roman  empire. 
And  this  univerfal  peace,  which  was  begun  that  year 
that  Chrift  was  born,  and  lafted  twelve  years,  till  the 
year  that  Chrift  difputed  with  doctors  in  the  temple. 

Thus  the  world,  after  it  had  been,  as  it  were,  in  a 
continual  convulflon  for  fo  many  hundred  years  toge¬ 
ther,  like  the  four  winds  ftriving  together  on  the  tu¬ 
multuous  raging  ocean,  whence  arofe  thofe  four  great 
monarchies,  being  now  eftablifhed  in  the  greateft  height 
of  the  fourth  and  laft  monarchy,  and  fettled  in  quiet- 
nefs  ;  now  all  things  are  ready  for  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
This  remarkable  univerfal  peace,  after  fo  many  ages  of 
tumult  and  war,  was  a  fit  prelude  for  the  uihering  of 
the  glorious  Prince  of  peace  into  the  world. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  the  firft  grand  period  of 
the  whole  fpace  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  end  of 
the  world,  viz.  that  from  the  fall  to  the  time  of  the  in¬ 
carnation 
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carnation  of  Chrift  ;  and  have  fhown  the  truth  of  the 
fir  ft  propofttion,  viz.  That  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the 
incarnation  of  Chrift ,  God  was  doing  thofe  things  that 
were  preparatory  to  Chrift ’s  coming,  and  were  forerun* 
ners  of  it. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

BEfore  I  proceed  to  the  next  propofttion,  I  would 
make  fome  few  remarks,  by  way  of  improvement, 
upon  what  has  been  faid  under  this. 

I.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  ftrongly  argue, 
that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  and 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  and  fo  that  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  is  the  true  religion,  feeing  that  Chrift  is  the  very 
perfon  fo  evidently  pointed  at,  in  all  the  great  difpen- 
fations  of  divine  providence  from  the  very  fall  of  man, 
and  was  fo  undoubtedly  in  fo  many  inftances  foretold 
from  age  to  age,  and  fhadowed  forth  in  a  vaft  variety  of 
types  and  figures.  If  we  ferioufly  confider  the  courfe 
of  things  from  the  beginning,  and  oblerve  the  motions 
of  all  the  great  wheels  of  providence  from  one  age  to 
another,  we  fhall  difcern  that  they  all  tend  hither. 
They  are  ail  as  fo  many  lines,  whole  courfe,  if  it  be 
obferved  and  accurately  followed,  it  will  be  found  that 
every  one  centres  here.  It  is  fo  very  plain  in  many 
things,  that  it  would  argue  ftupidity  to  deny  it.  This 
therefore  is  undeniable,  that  this  perfon  is  a  divine 
perfon  fent  from  God,  that  came  into  the  world  with 
his  commiffion  and  authority,  to  do  his  work,  and  to 
declare  his  mind.  The  great  Governor  of  the  world, 
in  all  his  great  works  before  and  fince  the  flood,  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  down  to  the  time  of  Chrift’s  birth, 
has  declared  it.  It  cannot  be  any  vain  imagination, 
but  a  plain  and  evident  truth,  that  that  perfon  that  was 
born  at  Bethlehem,  and  dwelt  at  Nazareth,  and  at  Ca¬ 
pernaum,  and  was  crucified  without  the  gates  of  Jem- 
falem,  muft  be  the  great  Mefftah,  or  anointed  of  God. 
And  blefied  are  all  they  that  believe  in  and  confefs  him, 
and  miferable  are  all  that  deny  him.  This  fhows  the 
tmreafonablenefs  of  the  Deifts,  who  deny  revealed  re¬ 
ligion, 
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igion,  and  of  the  Jews,  who  deny  that  this  Jefus  is  the 
Meffiah  foretold  and  promifed  to  their  fathers. 

Here  it  may  be  fome  perfons  may  be  ready  to  object, 
md  fay,  That  it  may  be,  fome  fubtle,  cunning  men  con- 
:rived  this  hiftory,  and  thefe  prophecies,  fo  that  they 
[hould  all  point  to  Jefus  Chrift  on  purpofe  to  confirm 
It,  that  he  is  the  Meffiah.  To  fuch  it  may  be  replied. 
How  could  fuch  a  thing  be  contrived  by  cunning  men 
to  point  to  Jefus  Chrift,  long  before  he  ever  was  born  ? 
How  could  they  know  that  ever  any  fuch  perfon  would 
be  born  ?  And  how  could  their  craft  and  fubtilty  help 
them  to  forefee  and  point  at  an  event  that  was  to  come 
to  pafs  many  ages  afterwards  ?  for  no  fadt  can  be  moie 
evident,  than  that  the  Jews  had  thofe  writings  long  be¬ 
fore  Chrift  was  born ;  as  they  have  them  ftill  in  great 
veneration,  where-ever  they  are,  in  all  their  difperfions 
through  the  world  ;  and  they  would  never  have  recei¬ 
ved  fuch  a  contrivance  from  Chriftians,  to  point  to 
and  confirm  Jefus  to  be  the  Meffiah,  whom  they  always 
denied  to  be  the  Meffiah  ;  and  much  lefs  would  they 
have  been  made  to  believe  that  they  always  had  had 
thofe  books  in  their  hands,  when  they  were  firft  made 
and  impofed  upon  them. 

II.  What  has  been  faid,  affords  a  ftrong  argument 
for  the  divine  authority  of  the  books  of  the  Old  d  e- 
ftament,  from  that  admirable  harmony  there  is  in  them, 
whereby  they  all  point  to  the  fame  thing.  For  we  may 
fee  by  what  has  been  faid,  how  all  the  parts  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  though  written  by  fo  many  different  penmen, 
and  in  ages  diftant  one  from  another,  do  all  harmonize 
one  with  another  ;  all  agree  in  one,  and  all  centre  in 
the  fame  thing,  and  that  a  future  thing;  an  event 
which  it  was  impoflible  any  one  of  them  fhould  know 
but  by  divine  revelation,  even  the  future  coming  of 
Chrift.  This  is  moft  evident  and  manifeft  in  them,  as 
appears  by  what  has  been  faid. 

Now,  if  the  Old  Teftament  was  not  infpired  by  God, 
what  account  can  be  given  of  fuch  an  agreement  :  for 
if  thefe  books  were  only  human  writings,  written  with¬ 
out  any  divine  direction,  then  none  of  thefe  penmen, 
knew  that  there  would  come  fuch  a  perfon  as  Jefus 
Chrift  into  the  world  ;  his  coming  was  only  a  mere  fig¬ 
ment  of  their  own  brain :  and  if  fo,  how  happened  it, 
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that  this  figment  of  theirs  cams  to  pafs  ?  How  came 
a  ^  vain  imagination  of  theirs,  which  they  foretold 
without  any  manner  of  ground  for  their  predi&ion,  to 
be  exaaiy  fulfilled  ?  and  efpecially  how  did  they  come 
all  to  agree  in  it,  all  pointing  exaaiy  to  the  fame  thing, 
though  many  of  them  lived  fo  many  hundred  years  di- 
ftant  one  from  another  ? 

This  admirable  confent  and  agreement  in  a  future  e- 
vent,  is  therefore  a  clear  and  certain  evidence  of  the 
divine  authority  of  thofe  writings. 

Ilf.  Hence  we  may  learn  what  a  weak  and  ignorant 
objeaion  it  is  that  feme  make  againft  fome  parts  of  the 
Old  Teftament’s  being  the  word  of  God,  that  they  con- 
fid:  lo  much  of  hiftories  of  the  wars  and  civil  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  kings  and  people  of  the  nation  of  the 
Jews.  Some  fay,  We  find  here  among  the  books  of  a 
particular  nation,  hiftories  which  they  kept  of  the  ftate 
of  their  nation,  from  one  age  to  another  ;  hiftories  of 
their  kings  and  rulers,  hiftories  of  their  wars  with  the 
neighbouring  nations,  and  hiftories  of  the  changes  that 
happened  from  time  to  time  in  their  ftate  and  govern¬ 
ment  :  and  fo  we  find  that  other  nations  ufed  to  keep 
hiftories  of  their  public  affairs,  as  well  as  they  ;  and 
why  then  fliould  we  think  that  thefe  hiftories  which  the 
Jews  kept  are  the  word  of  God,  more  than  thofe  of  o- 
tlier  people  ?  But  what  has  been  faid,  fhows  the  folly 
and  vanity  of  fuch  an  objection.  For  hereby  it  appears, 
that  the  cafe  of  thefe  hiftories  is  very  different  from  that 
of  all  other  hiftories.  This  hiftorv  alone  gives  us  an 
account  of  the  firft  original  of  all  things  ;  and  this  hi- 
ftory  alone  deduces  things  down  in  a  wonderful  feries 
from  that  original,  giving  an  idea  of  the  grand  fcheme 
of  divine  providence,  as  tending  to  its  great  end.  And 
together  with  the  doctrines  and  prophecies  contained  in 
it,  the  fame  book  gives  a  view  of  the  whole  feries  of  the 
great  events  of  divine  providence,  from  the  firft  origi¬ 
nal  to  the  laft  end  and  confummation  of  all  things,  gi¬ 
ving  an  excellent  and  glorious  account  of  the  wife  and 
holy  deftgns  of  the  governor  of  the  world  in  all. 

No  common  hiftory  has  fuch  penmen  as  this  hiftory, 
which  was  all  written  by  men  who  came  with  evident 
figns  and  teltimonies  of  their  being  prophets  of  the  nloft 
high  God,  immediately  infpired. 
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And  the  hiftories  that  were  written,  as  we  have  feen 
from  what  has  been  fa  id  under  this  proportion,  do  all 
contain  tliofe  great  events  of  providence,  by  which  it 
appears  how  God  lias  been  carrying  on  the  glorious  di¬ 
vine  work  of  redemption  from  age  to  age.  Though 
they  are  hiftories,  yet  they  are  no  lefs  full  of  divine  in- 
ftruddon,  and  thofe  things  that  lhow  forth  C  hr  ill,  and 
his  glorious  gofpel,  than  other  parts  of  the  holy  fcrip" 
Hires  which  are  not  historical. 

To  object  againft  a  book's  being  divine,  merely  be- 
caule  it  is  hiftorical,  is  a  poor  objection  ;  juft  as  if  that 
could  not  be  the  word  of  God  which  gives  an  account 
of  what  is  paft ;  or  as  though  it  Were  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  God,  in  a  revelation  lie  lhould  give  man¬ 
kind,  would  give  us  any  relation  of  the  difpenfations 
of  his  own  providence.  If  it  be  fo,  it  mu  ft  be  becaule 
his  works  are  riot  worthy  to  be  related  ;  it  mult  be  be- 
caufe  the  fcheme  of  his  government,  and  leries  of  his 
difpenfations  towards  his  church,  and  towards  the 
world  that  he  has  made,  whereby  he  has  ordered  and 
difpofed  it  from  age  to  age,  is  not  worthy  that  any  re¬ 
cord  fhould  be  kept  of  it. 

The  objection  that  is  made,  That  it  is  a  common 
thing  for  nations  and  kingdoms  to  write  hiftories  and 
keep  records  of  their  wars,  and  the  revolutions  that 
come  to  pafs  in  their  territories,  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
weighty  objection  againft  the  hiftorical  part  of  ferip- 
ture,  as  though  it  were  not  the  word  of  God,  that  it 
is  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour  of  it.  For  if  reafon  and 
the  light  of  nature  teaches  all  civilized  nations  to  keep 
records  of  the  events  of  their  human  government,  and 
the  feries  of  their  adminiftrations,  and  to  pviblifh  hifto¬ 
ries  for  the  information  of  others  ;  how  much  more 
may  we  expert  that  God  would  give  the  world  a  record 
of  the  difpenfations  of  his  divine  government,  which 
doubdefs  is  infinitely  more  worthy  of  an  hiftorv  for  our 
information  ?  If  wife  kings  have  taken  care  that  there 
fhould  he  good  hiftories  written  of  the  nations  over 
which  they  have  reigned,  lhail  we  think  it  incredible, 
that  Jefus  Chrift  lhould  take  care  that  his  church,  which 
is  his  nation,  his  peculiar  people,  fhould  have  in  their 
hands  a  certain  infallible  hiftorv  of  their  nation,  and  of 
his  government  of  them  ? 

If 
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If  it  had  not  been  for  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
inent,  how  wofully  lhould  we  have  been  left  in  the 
dark  about  many  things  which  the  church  of  God 
needs  to  know !  How  ignorant  lhould  we  have  been 
of  God’s  dealings  towards  mankind,  and  towards  his 
church,  from  the  beginning  !  and  we  would  have  been 
wholly  in  the  dark  about  the  creation  of  the  world,  the 
fall  of  man,  the  firft  rife  and  continued  progrefs  of  the 
dilpenfations  of  grace  towards  fallen  mankind  !  and  wc 
lhould  have  known  nothing  how  God  at  firft  fet  up  a 
church  ih  the  World,  and  how  it  was  preferved ;  after 
what  manner  he  governed  it  from  the  beginning  ;  how 
the  light  of  the  gofpel  firft  began  to  dawn  in  the  world  ; 
how  it  increafed,  and  how  things  were  preparing  for 
the  coming  of  Chrift. 

If  we  are  Chriftians,  we  belong  to  that  building  of 
God  that  has  been  the  fubjedt  of  our  difcourfe  from 
this  text  :  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hiftory  of  the 
Old  Tel  lament  ,  we  lhould  never  have  known  what  was 
tjic  firft  occafton  of  God’s  going  about  this  building, 
and  how  the  foundation  of  it  was  laid  at  firft,  and  how 
it  has  gone  on  from  the  beginning.  The  times  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament  are  moftly  times  that  no 
other  hiftory  reaches  up  to  ;  and  therefore,  if  God  had 
not  taken  care  to  give  and  preferve  an  account  of  thefe 
things  for  us,  vve  lhould  have  been  wholly  without 
them. 

Thofe  that  objedt  againft  the  authority  of  the  Qld- 
Teftament  hiftory  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  may  aS 
well  make  it  an  objection  againft  Mofes’s  account  of  the 
creation  that  it  is  hiftorical ;  for,  in  the  other,  we  have 
an  hiftory  of  a  work  no  lei's  important,  viz.  the  work 
of  redemption.  Yea,  this  is  a  far  greater  and  more 
glorious  work,  as  we  obferved  before ;  that  if  it  be  in¬ 
quired  which  of  the  two  works,  the  work  of  creation, 
or  the  work  of  providence,  is  greateft  ?  it  rnuft  be  an- 
fwered,  the  work  of  providence  *,  but  the  Work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  the  greateft  of  the  works  of  providence. 

And  let  thofe  who  make  this  objedlion  confider  what 
part  of  the  Old-Teftamcnt  hiftory  can  be  fpared,  with¬ 
out  making  a  great  breach  in  that  thread  or  feries  of 
events  by  which  this  glorious  work  has  been  carried 
on. - This  leads  me  to  obferve. 


IV.  That, 
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IV.  That,  from  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee 
much  of  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  compofttion  of  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  i.  e.  in  the  parts  of 
which  it  confffts.  By  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee 
that  God  hath  wifely  given  us  fuch  revelations  in  the  Old 
Teftament  as  we  needed.  Let  us  briefly  take  a  view  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  it,  and  qf  the  need  there  was  of 
them. 

Thus  it  was  neceffary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  of  our  far  ft  pa¬ 
rents,  and  their  primitive  ftate,  and  of  the  fall,  and 
a  brief  account  of  the  old  world,  and  of  the  degenera¬ 
cy  of  it,  and  of  the  univerfal  deluge,  and  fome  account 
of  the  origin  of  nations  after  this  deftru&ion  of  man¬ 
kind. 

It  feems  neceffary  that  there  fhould  be  fome  account 
of  the  fucceflion  of  the  church  of  God  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  :  and  feeing  God  fuffered  all  the  world  to  dege¬ 
nerate,  and  only  took  one  nation  to  be  his  people,  tp 
p.referve  the  true  worfhip  and  religion  till  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  fhould  come,  that  in  them  the  world 
might  gradually  be  prepared  for  that  great  light,  and 
thofe  wonderful  things  that  he  was  to  be  the  author  of, 
and  that  they  might  be  a  typical  nation,  and  that  in 
them  God  might  fliadow  forth  and  teach,  as  under  a 
vail,  all  future  glorious  things  of  the  golpel  *,  it  was 
therefore  neceffary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  account 
of  this  thing,  how  it  was  fir  ft  done  by  the  calling  of  A- 
braham,  and  by  their  being  bond-flaves  ii^  Egypt,  and  how 
they  were  brought  to  Canaan.  It  was  neceffary  that  we 
fhould  have  fome  account  of  the  revelation  which  God 
made  of  himfelf  to  that  people,  in  giving  their  law, 
and  in  the  appointment  of  their  typical  worfhip,  and 
thofe  things  wherein  the  gofpel  is  vailed,  and  of  the 
forming  of  that  people,  both  as  to  their  civil  and  cccle- 
fiaftical  ftate. 

It  ,  feems  exceeding  neceffary  that  we  fhould  have 
fome  account  of  their  being  actually  brought  to  Ca¬ 
naan,  the  country  that  was  their  promil ed  land,  ilnd 
where  they  always  dwelt.  It  feems  very  neceffary  that 
we  fhould  have  an  hiftory  of  the  fucceflions  of  the 
church  of  Ifrael,  and  of  thofe  providences  of  God  to¬ 
wards  them,  whi^h  were  moft  conffderable  and  fulleft 
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of  gofpebmyfbry.  It  feems  necellary  that  we  fhould 
have  fome  account  of  the  higheft  promifed  external 
glory  of  that  nation  under  David  and  Bolomon,  and 
that  we  fhould  have  a  very  particular  account  of  Da¬ 
vid,  whofe  hiftory  is  fo  full  of  the  gofpeh  and  fo  ne- 
cellary  in  order  to  introduce  the  go  (pel  into  the  world, 
and  in  whom  began  the  race  of  their  kings  ,  and  that 
we  fhould  have  fome  account  of  the  building  of  the 
temple,  which  was  ano  fo  full  ot  golpel-my fiery. 

And  it  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence,  that  we 
fhould  have  fome  account  of  Ifrael’s  dividing  from  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  of  the  ten  tribes  captivity  and  utter  rejection, 
and  a  brief  account  why,  and  therefore  a  brief  hiftory 
of  the  m  till  that  time.  It  is  nccelTary  that  we  fhould 
have  an  account  of  the  fucceflion  of  the  kings  of  Juda, 
and  of  the  church,  till  their  captivity  into  Babylon  r, 
and  that  we  fhould  have  lome  account  of  their  return 
from  their  captivity,  and  refettlement  in  their  own 
land,  and  of  the  origin  of  the  lafl  flate  that  the  church 
was  in  before  Chrifl:  came. 

A  little  coniideration  will  convince  every  one,  that 
all  thefe  tilings  were  necefiary,  and  that  none  of  them 
could  be  i pared  ,  and  in  the  general,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  that  we  fhould  have  an  hiftory  of  God’s  church  till 
fuch  times  as  are  within  the  reach  of  human  hiftories; 
and  it  was  of  vail  importance  that  we  fhould  have  an 
infpired  hitiory  of  ihofe  times  of  the  Jewifh  church, 
wherein  there  was  kept  up  a  more  extraordinary  inter- 
courfe  between  God  and  them,  and  while  he  ufed  to 
dwell  among  them  as  it  weic  viflbly,  revealing  liimfelf 
by  the  Shechina,  by  Urirn  and  Thummim,  and  by  pro¬ 
phecy,  and  io  more  immediately  to  order  their  affairs, 
And  it  was  neceffary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  account 
of  the  great  clifpenfations  of  God  in  prophecy,  which 
were  to  be  after  the  ftnifhing  of  infpired  hiftory  5  and 
10  it  was  exceeding  fui  table  and  needful  that  there 
fhould  be  a  number  ot  prophets  railed  who  fhould 
ioretel  the  coming  of  the  Bon  of  God,  and  the  nature 
and  glory  pf  his  kingdom,  to  be  as  fo  many  harbingers 
to  make  way  for  him,  and  that  their  prophecies  fhould 
remain  in  the  church. 

It  was  alio  a  matter  of  great  confequence  that  the 
church  fhould  have  a  book  of  divine  forms  given  by  in- 
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fpiration  from  Gcd,  wherein  there  fhould  be  a  lively 
reprefentation  of  the  true  fpirit  of  devotion,  of  faith, 
hope,  and  divine  love,  joy,  refignation,  humility,  obe¬ 
dience,  repentance,  &c. ;  and  alfo  that  we  fhould  have 
from  God  fuch  books  of  moral  inftru&ions  as  we  have 
in  Proverbs  and  Ecclefiafles,  relating  to  the  affairs  and 
date  of  mankind,  and  the  concerns  of  human  life,  con¬ 
taining  rules  of  true  wifdom  and  prudence  for  our  con- 
duff  in  all  circumftances  ;  and  that  we  fhould  have  par¬ 
ticularly  a  fong  reprefenting  the  great  love  between 
Chrift  and  his  fpouie  the  church,  particularly  adapted 
to  the  difpofition  and  holy  affections  of  a  true  Chriftian 
foul  towards  thrift,  and  reprefenting  his  grace  and 
marvellous  love  to,  and  delight  in,  his  people ;  as  we 
have  in  Solomon’s  Song  ;  and  efpecially  that  we  fhould 
have  a  book  to  teach  us  how  to  conduct  ourfelves  un¬ 
der  affliction,  feeing  the  church  of  God  here  is  in  a 
militant  ftate,  and  God’s  people  do  through  much  tri¬ 
bulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  \  and  the 
church  is  for  io  long  a  time  under  trouble,  and  meets 
with  fuch  exceedingly  fiery  trials,  and  extreme  fufter- 
ings,  before  her  time  of  peace  and  reft  in  the  latter  ages 
of  the  world  ihall  come  :  therefore  God  has  given  us 
a  book  moft  proper  in  thefe  circumftances,  even  the 
book  of  Job,  written  upon  occafion  of  the  afflictions  of 
a  particular  faint,  and  was  probably  at  firft  given  to  the 
church  in  Egypt  under  her  afflictions  there  ;  and  is 
made  ufe  of  by  the  Apoftle  to  comfort  Chriftians  under 
perfections,  James  v.  n.  u  Ye  have  heard  of  the  pa- 
“  tience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord  ; 
<£  that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy.” 
God  was  alfo  pleafed,  in  this  book  of  Job,  to  give  fome 
view  of  the  ancient  divinity  before  the  giving  of  the 
law. 

Thus,  from  this  brief  review,  I  think  it  appears,  that 
every  part  of  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  is 
very  ufeful  and  neceffary,  and  no  part  of  it  can  be  fpa- 
red,  without  lofs  to  the  church.  And  therefore,  as  i 
laid,  the  wifdom  of  God  is  confpicuous  in  ordering 
that  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  fhould  confift 
of  thofc  very  books  of  which  they  do  confift. 

Before  3  clifmifs  this  particular,  I  would  add,  that  it 
is  very  obfeiweable,  that  the  hiftorv  of  the  Old  Telia- 
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ment  is  large  and  particular  where  the  great  affair  of 
redemption  required  it ;  as  where  there  was  moff  done 
towards  this  work,  and  moff  to  typify  Chrift,  and  to 
prepare  the  way  for  him.  Thus  it  is  very  large  and 
particular  in  the  liiffory  of  Abraham  and  the  other  pa¬ 
triarchs  ;  but  very  Ihort  in  the  account  we  have  of  the 
time  which  the  children  of  Ilraei  fpent  in  Egypt.  So 
again  it  is  large  in  the  account  of  the  redemption  out 
of  Egypt,  and  the  hrft  fettling  of  the  affairs  of  the  Jewifu 
church  and  nation  in  Mofes  and  Jofhua’s  time  ;  but 
much  fhorter  in  the  account  of  the  times  of  the  judges. 
So  again,  it  is  large  and  particular  in  the  account  of 
13 avid’s  and  Solomon’s  times,  and  then  very  Ihort  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  enfuing  reigns.  Thus  the  accounts 
are  large  or  Ihort,  juft  as  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  th? 
affair  of  redemption  to  be  feen  in  them. 

V.  From  what  has  been  laid,  we  may  fee,  that  Chrift 
and  his  redemption  are  the  great  fubjeft  of  the  whole 
Bible.  Concerning  the  New  Teft ament,  the  matter  is 
plain;  and  by  what  has  been  laid  on  this  fubjeft  hitherto, 
it  appears  to  be  fo  aifo  with  refpeft  to  the  Old  Teftament.” 
Chrift  and  his  redemption  is  the  great  fubject  of  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  as  has  been  fhown. 
It  has  alfo  been  fhown,  that  he  is  the  great  fubjeft  of 
the  fongs  of  the  Old  Teftament;  and  the  moral  rules 
and  precepts  are  all  given  in  fubordination  to  him. 
And  Chrift  and  his  redemption  are  alfo  the  great  fub- 
ject  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  all  along  ;  and  even  the  hiftory  of  the  creation 
is  brought  in  as  an  introduction  to  the  hiftory  of  re¬ 
demption  that  immediately  follows  it.  The  whole  book, 
both  Old  Teftament  and  New,  is  filled  up  with  the  go- 
fpcl ;  only  with  this  difference,  that  the  Old  Teftament 
contains  the  gofpel  under  a  vail,  but  the  New  contains 
it  unvailed,  lo  that  we  may  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
with  open  face. 

VJ.  By  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  ufeful- 
nels  and  excellency  of  the  Old  Teftament.  Some  are 
ready  to  look  on  the  Old  Teftament  as  being  as  it  were 
out  of  date,  and  as  if  we  in  thefe  days  of  the  , gofpel 
have  but  little  to  do  with  it;  which  is  a  verv  preat  mif- 
take,  arifing  from  want  of  obferving  the  nature  and  de¬ 
sign  of  the  Old  Teftament,  which,  if  it  were  obfervea, 

would 
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would  appear  full  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  would 
in  an  excellent  manner  illuRrate  and  confirm  the  glo¬ 
rious  doflrines  and  promifes  of  the  New  TeRament, 
Thofe  parts  of  the  Old  Teflament  which  are  commonly 
looked  upon  as  containing  the  leak  divine  inftruftion, 
are  as  it  were  mines  and  treafures  of  gofpel-knowledge  ; 
and  the  reafon  why  they  are  thought  to  contain  lb  little 
is,  becaufe  perfons  do  but  iuperficially  read  them,  ihe 
treafures  which  are  hid  underneath  are  not  oblerved. 
They  only  look  on  the  top  of  the  ground,  and  fo  fud- 
denly  pafs  a  judgement  that  there  is  nothing  there. 
But  they  never  dig  into  the  mine  :  if;  they  did,  they 
would  find  it  richly  Rored  with  River  and  gold,  and 
would  be  abundantly  requited  for  their  pains. 

What  has  been  laid,  may  fhow  us  what  a  precious 
treafure  God  has  committed  into  our  hands,  in  that  he 
has  given  us  the  Bible.  How  little  do  moil  perfons  con- 
lider,  how  much  they  enjoy,  in  that  they  have  the  pol- 
fefhon  of  that  holy  book  the  Bible,  which  they  have  in 
their  hands,  and  may  converfe  with  it  as  they  pleafe. 
VvTiat  an  excellent  book  is  this,  and  how  far  exceeding 
all  human  writings,  that  reveals  God  to  us,  and  gives  us 
a  view  of  the  grand  defign  and  glorious  fcheme  of  pro¬ 
vidence  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  either  in  hi- 
flory  or  prophecy  ;  that  reveals  the  great  Redeemer  and 
his  glorious  redemption,  and  the  various  Reps  by  which 
God  accomplilhes  it  from  the  firR  foundation  to  the 
top-llone  !  Shall  we  prize  an  hiRory  which  gives  us  a 
clear  account  of  fome  great  earthly  prince,  or  mighty 
warrior,  as  of  Alexander  the  Great,  or  Julius  Csefar, 
or  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ?  and  fhall  we  not  prize 
the  hiRory  that  God  gives  us  of  the  glorious  kingdom 
of  his  Son  Jefus  ChriR,  the  Prince  and  Saviour,  and 
of  the  wars  and  other  great  tranfaclions  of  that  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  armies,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle  ? 
the  hiRory  of  the  things  which  he  has  wrought  for  the 
redemption  of  his  cholen  people  ? 

VII.  What  has  been  faid,  may  make  us  fenfible  how 

* 

much  molt  perfons  are  to  blame  for  their  inattentive, 
tmobfervarit  way  of  reading  the  fcriptures.  How  much 
do  the  fcriptures  contain,  if  it  were  'but  obferved  ? 
The  Bible  is  the  moR  comprehenlive  book  in  the  world. 
But  what  will  all  this  fignify  to  us,  if  we  read  it  with- 
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out  obferving  what  is  the  drift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  it  ? 
1  he  Pi  a  I  mid,  Pial.  cxix.  18.  begs  of  God,  “  That  he 

would  enlighten  his  eyes  that  he  might  behold  won- 
(i  drous  things  out  of  his  law,”  The  fcriptures  are  full 
cl*  wondrous  things.  Thofe  hi  dories  which  are  com¬ 
monly  read  as  if  they  were  only  liiftories  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  concerns  of  fuch  and  inch  particular  perfoirs,  fuch 
as  the  liidories  or  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Jo- 
ieph,  and  the  hiltory  of  Ruth,  and  the  hiftories  of  par¬ 
ticular  lawgivers  and  princes,  as  the  hiftory  of  Jofhua 
and  the  Judges,  and  David,  and  the  Ifraelitiih  princes, 
are  accounts  of  vadlv  greater  things,  things  of  greater 
importance,  and  more  extenfive  concernment,  than 
they  that  read  them  are  commonly  aware  of. 

The  hiftories  of  fcripture  are  commonly  read  as  if 
they  were  dories  written  only  to  entertain  mens  fan¬ 
cies,  and  to  while  away  their  leifure-liours,  when  the 
infinitely  great  things  contained  or  pointed  at  in  them 
are  palled  over  and  never  taken  notice  of.  Whatever 
treafures  the  fcriptures  contain,  we  flia.ll  be  never  the 
better  for  them  if  we  do  not  obferve  them.  He  that 
has  a  Bible,  and  does  not  obferve  what  is  contained  in 
it,  is  like  a  man  who  has  a  box  full  of  diver  and  gold,  and 
does  not  know ‘it,  does  not  obferve  that  it  is  any  thing 
more  than  a  vefiel  filled  with  common  dories.  As  long 
as  it  is  thus  with  him,  he  will  be  never  the  better  for 
iiis  treaiure  :  for  he  that  knows  not  that  he  has  a  trea- 
fure,  will  never  make  ufe  of  what  he  has,  and  fo  might 
as  well  be  without  it.  He  who  has  a  plcrfty  of  the 
clicked  rood  bored  up  in  his  liouie,  and  does  not  know 
it,  will  never  tahe  what  he  has,  and  will  be  as  likely  to 
ilarve  as  if  his  houfe  were  empty. 

ViiL  What  has  been  laid,  may  fliow  us  how  great 
a  perfon  Jefus  Chrid  is,  and  how  great  an  errand  he 
came  into  the  world  upon,  feeing  there  was  fo  much 
done  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming.  God  had  been 
doing  nothing  elfe  but  prepare  the  way  for  his  comings 
and  doing  the  work  which  lie  had  to  do  in  the  world, 
through  all  ages  of  the  world  from  the  very  beginning. 
If  we  had  notice  of  a  certain  dranger’s  being  about  to 
come  into  a  country,  and  fhould  obferve  that  a  great 
preparation  was  made  for  his  coming,  that  many  months 
were  taken  up  in  it,  and  great  things  were  done,  many 
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great  alterations  were  made  in  the  flate  of  the  whole 
country,  and  that  many  hands  were  employed,  and  per- 
ions  of  great  note  were  engaged  in  making  preparation 
for  the  coming  of  this  perfon,  and  the  whole  country 
was  overturned,  and  all  1  he  affairs  and  concerns  of  the 
country  were  ordered  fo  as  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  de- 
fign  of  entertaining  that  perfon  when  he  ihould  come  ; 
it  would  be  natural  for  us  to  think  with  ourfelves,  why, 
furely,  this  perfon  is  fome  extraordinary  perfon  indeed, 
and  it  is  fome  very  great  bufinefs  that  he  is  coming  up¬ 
on. 

How  great  a  perfon  then  muff  he  be,  for  whofe  co¬ 
ming  into  the  world  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  governor  of  all  things,  fpent  tour  thoufand  years 
in  preparing  the  way,  going  about  it  foon  after  the 
world  was  created,  and  from  age  to  age  doing  great 
things,  bringing  mighty  events  to  pafs,  accomplifhing 
wonders  without  number,  often  overturning  the  world 
in  order  to  it,  and  caufing  every  thing  in  the  irate  of 
mankind,  and  all  revolutions  and  changes  in  the  habi¬ 
table  world  from  generation  to  generation  to  be  fubfer¬ 
vient  to  this  great  dehgn  ?  Surely  this  mu  ft  be  fome 
great  and  extraordinary  perfon  indeed,  and  a  great  work 
indeed  it  muff  needs  be  that  he  is  coming  about. 

We  read,  Matth.  xxi.  8.  9.  10.  that  when  Thrift  was 
coming  into  Jerulalem,  and  the  multitudes  ran  before 
him,  and  cut  down  branches  of  palm-trees,  and  ftrew- 
ed  them  in  the  way,  and  others  Ipread  their  garments 
in  the  way,  and  cried,  u  Hofanna  to  the  ion  of  Da- 

vid,”  that  the  whole  city  was  moved,  faying,  Who 
is  this  ?  They  wondered  who  that  extraordinary  perfon 
fliould  be,  that  there  fliould  be  fuch  an  ado  made  on 
occafion  of  his  coming  into  the  city,  and  to  prepare 
the  way  before  him.  But  if  we  confider  what  has  been 
faid  on  this  fubjetft,  what  great  things  were  done  in  all 
ages  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chriff’s  coming  into  the 
world,  and  how  the  world  was  often  overturned  to 
make  way  for  it,  much  more  may  we  cry  out,  Who  is 
this  ?  What  great  perfon  is  this  ?  and  fay,  as  in  Plal. 
xxiv.  8.  10.  “  Who  is  this  King  of  glory,”  that  God 
fliould  fliow  fuch  refpecf,  and  put  fuch  vaff  honour  up¬ 
on  him  ?  Surely  this  perfon  is  honourable  indeed  in 
God’s  eyes,  and  greatly  beloved  of  him  *,  and  lurely  it 
is  a  great  errand  upon  which  he  is  fent  into  the  world. 
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PERIOD  II. 

AVING  fhown  how  the  work  of  redemption 
was  carried  on  through  the  firft  period,  from 
the  fail  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  I 
come  now  to  the  fecond  period,  viz.  the  time  of  ChrilVs 
humiliation,  or  the  fpace  from  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift  to  his  refurretftion.  And  this  is  the  mod  remark¬ 
able  article  of  time  that  ever  was  or  ever  will  be.  Tho’ 
it  was  but  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  yet  more  was 
done  in  it  than  had  been  done  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  that  time.  We  have  obferved,  that  all  that 
had  been  done  from  the  fall  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift, 
was  only  preparatory  for  what  was  done  now.  And  it 
%  may  alfo  be  obferved*  that  all  that  was  done  before  the 
beginning  of  time,  in  the  eternal  counfels  of  God,  and 
that  eternal  tranfa£tion  there  was  between  the  perfons 
of  the  Trinity,  chiefly  refpe£fed  this  period.  We  there¬ 
fore  now  proceed  to  conflder  the  fecond  propofition ,  viz. 

That  during  the  time  of  Chrift’s  humiliation, 
from  his  incarnation  to  his  refurreCtion,  the  pur* 
chafe  of  redemption  was  made. 

Though  there  were  many  things  done  in  the  affair  of 
redemption  from  the  fall  of  man  to  this  time,  though 
millions  of  facriffces  had  been  offered  up  ,  yet  nothing 
was  done  to  purchafe  redemption  before  Chriff’s  incar¬ 
nation  :  no  part  of  the  purchafe  was  made,  no  part  of 
the  price  was  offered  till  now.  But  as  loon  as  Chrift 
was  incarnate,  then  the  purchafe  began  immediately 
without  any  delay.  And  the  whole  time  of  Chrift’s 
humiliation,  from  the  morning  that  Chrift  began  to  be 
incarnate,  till  the  morning  that  he  rofe  from  the  dead, 
was  taken  up  in  this  purchafe.  And  then  the  purchafe 
was  entirely  and  completely  fmilhed.  As  nothing  was 
done  before  Chrift’s  incarnation,  fo  nothing  was  done 
after  his  refurrc£tion,  to  purchafe  redemption  for  men. 
Nor  will  there  ever  be  any  thing  more  done  to  all  eter¬ 
nity,  J3ut  that  very  moment  that  die  human  nature  of 
i  Chrift 
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Chrift  ceafed  to  remain  under  the  power  of  death,  the 
utmoft  farthing  was  paid,  of  the  price  of  the  falvation 
of  every  one  of  the  eleCt. 

But  for  the  more  orderly  and  regular  confideration 
of  the  great  things  done  by  our  Redeemer  to  purchafe 
redemption  for  us, 

1.  I  would  fpeak  of  Chrift’s  becoming  incarnate  to 
capacitate  himfelf  for  this  purchafe  ;  —  and, 

2.  I  would  fpeak  of  the  purchafe  itfelf. 

PART  I. 

\  .  -g 

FIrst,  I  would  conlider  Chrift’s  coming  into  the 
world,  or  his  taking  upon  him  our  nature  to  put: 

himfelf  in  a  capacity  to  purchafe  redemption  for  us. - 

Ghrift  became  incarnate,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
became  man,  to  put  himfelf  in  a  capacity  for  working 
out  our  redemption  :  for  though  Chrift,  as  God,  was 
infinitely  fufficient  for  the  work,  yet  to  his  being  in  an 
immediate  capacity  for  it,  it  was  needful  that  he  IhoulcL 
not  only  be  God  but  man.  If  Chrift  had  remained  on- 

j 

ly  in  the  divine  nature,  he  would  not  have  been  in  a  ca¬ 
pacity  to  have  purchafed  our  falvation  ;  not  from  any 
imperfection  of  the  divine  nature,  but  by  reafon  of  its 
abfolute  and  infinite  perfe&ion  :  for  Chrift,  merely  as 
God,  was  not  capable  either  of  that  obedience  or  dif¬ 
fering  that  was  needful.  The  divine  nature  is  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  differing  ;  for  it  is  infinitely  above  all  differ¬ 
ing.  Neither  is  it  capable  of  obedience  to  that  law  that 
was  given  to  man.  It  is  as  impofiible  that  one  who  is 
only  God,  fhould  obey  the  law  that  was  given  to  man, 
as  it  is  that  he  fhould  differ  man’s  punifhment. 

And  it  wasnecefiary  not  only  that  Chrift  fhould  take 
Upon  him  a  created  nature,  but  that  he  fhould  take  up¬ 
on  him  our  nature.  It  would  not  have  fufticed  for  us 
for  Chrift  to  have  become  an  angel,  and  to  have  obeyed 
arid  differed  in  the  angelic  nature.  But  it  was  neceffary 
that  he  fhould  become  a  man,  and  that  upon  three  ac¬ 
counts. 

<  1.  It  was  needful  to  anfvjer  the  law ,  that  that  nature 

fhould  obey  the  Iaiuy  to  which  the  law  was  given .  Man’s 
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law  could  not  be  anfwered,  but  by  being  obeyed  by 
man.  God  infilled  upon  it,  that  the  law  which  he  had 
given  to  man  fliould  be  honoured  and  fubmitted  to,  and 
fulfilled  by  the  nature  of  man,  otherwife  the  law  could 
not  be  anfwered  for  men.  The  words  that  were  fpo- 
ken,  Thou  lhalt  not  eat  thereof,  Thou  fhait,  or  Thou 
fhait  not  do  thus  or  thus,  were  fpoken  to  the  race  of 
mankind,  to  the  human  nature  *,  and  therefore  the  hu¬ 
man  nature  muff  fulfil  them. 

2.  It  was  needful  to  an  fiver  the  law  that  the  nature 
that  finned  Jhould  die .  Thefe  words,  “  Thou  fhait  fure- 
“  ly  die,”  refpeft  the  human  nature.  The  fame  nature 
to  which  the  command  was  given,  was  the  nature  to 
which  the  threatening  was  directed. 

O 

3.  God  Jaw  meet ,  that  the  fame  world  which  was  the 
Jtnge  of  maids  fall  and  ruin ,  Jhould  alfo  he  the  ft  age  of  his 
redemption .  We  read  often  of  his  coming  into  the 
world  to  fave  finners,  and  of  God’s  fending  him  into 
the  world  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  needful  that  he 
lhould  come  into  this  {inful,  miierabie,  undone  world, 
to  refiore  and  fave  it.  In  order  to  man’s  recovery,  it 
was  needful  that  he  lhould  come  down  to  man,  to  the 
world  that  was  man’s  proper  habitation,  and  that  he 
lhould  tabernacle  with  us  :  John  i.  14.  u  The  Word  was 
<(  made  flelh,  and  dwelt  among  us.” 

Concerning  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  I  would  ob- 
fervc  thefe  following  things. 

I.  The  incarnation  itfelf ;  in  which  efpecially  two 
things  are  to  be  conlidered,  viz. 

1.  His.  conception,  which  was  in  the  womb  of  one 
of  the  race  of  mankind,  whereby  he  became  truly  the 
Spn  of  man,  as  he  was  often  called.  He  was  one  of 
the  poflerity  of  Adam,  and  a  child  of  Abraham,  and  a 
foil  of  David  according  to  God’s  promife.  But  his 
conception  was  not  in  the  way  of  ordinary  generation,, 
but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Chrift  was  form¬ 
ed  in  the  womb  of  the  Virgin,  of  the  fubftance  of  her 
body,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  So  that  he 
was  the  immediate  fon  of  the  woman,  but  not  the  im¬ 
mediate  ibn  of  any  male  whatfoever  ;  and  lo  was  the 
feed  of  the  woman,  and  the  Ion  of  a  virgin,  one  that 
had  never  known  man. 


2.  His 
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2.  His  birth. - Though  the  conception  of  Chrift 

ras  fupernatural,  yet  after  he  was  conceived,  and  io 
he  incarnation  of  Chrift  begun,  his  human  nature  was 
rradually  perfected  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin,  111  a 
vay  of  natural  progrefs  -,  and  fo  his  birth  was  in  the  way 
>f  nature.  But  his  conception  being  fupernatural,  by 
he  power  of  the  Holy  Gholf,  he  was  both  conceived 

tnd  born  without  fin.  . 

II  The  fecond  thing  I  would  obfcrve  concerning  the 

ncarnation  of  Chrift,  is  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  in 
which  it  was  accomplilhed.  It  was  after  things  had 
seen  preparing  for  it  from  the  very  firft  fall  of  man- 
sand,  and  when  all  things  were  ready.  It  came  to  pais 
it  a  time,  which  in  infinite  wiidom  was  the  moft  fit  and 
proper  :  Gal.  iv.  4.  “  But  when  the  fulnefs  of  time  was 
u  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman, 

“  made  under  the  law.” 

It  was  now  the  moft  proper  time  on  every  account. 
Any  time  before  the  flood  would  not  have  been  fo  fit  a 
time.  For  then  the  mifehief  and  ruin  that  the  fall 
brought  on  mankind,  was  not  io  fully  fecn.  The  cur  e 
did  not  fo  fully  come  on  the  earth  before  the  flood,  as  . 
it  did  afterwards  :  for  though  the  ground  was  curled 
in  a  great  meafure  before,  yet  it  pleafed  God  that  the 
curfe  fhould  once,  before  the  reftoration  by  Chrift,  be 
executed  in  an  univerfal  deftruction,  as  it  were,  of  the 
very  form  of  the  earth,  that  the  dire  effects  of  the  fall 
might  once  in  {uch  a  way  be  feen  before  the  recovery  by 
Chriit.  Though  mankind  were  mortal  before  the  flood, 
yet  their  lives  were  the  greater  part  of  a  thousand  ytai» 
in  length,  a  kind  of  immortality  in  companion  with 
what  the  life  of  man  is  now.  It  pleafed  God,  that  that 
curfe,  <c  Duff  thou  art,  and  unto  dufi  thou  fhalt  re- 
“  turn,”  fhould  have  its  full  accomplifhment,  and  be 
executed  in  its  greatefl  degi'ee  on  mankind,  before  the 
Redeemer  came  to  purchafe  a  never-ending  life  for 

man . 

It  would  not  have  been  fo  fit  a  time  for  Chrift  to  come, 
after  the  flood,  before  Mofes  s  time  i  for  till  then  man¬ 
kind  were  not  fo  univerfaUy  apoftatized  from  the  true 
God  ,  they  were  not  fallen  univerfaUy  into  Heathenifh 
darknefs  \  and  fo  the  need  of  Chrift,  the  light  ot  the 

world,  was  not  fo  evident  :  and  the  woful  conie- 

quence 
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quence  of  the  fall  with  rcfpect  to  man’s  mortality,  was 
not  fo  fully  manifeft  till  then  ;  for  man’s  life  was  not 

fo  fliortened  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  prefent  ftandard  till 
about  Mofes’s  time. 

It  was  moft  fit  that  the  time  of  the  Meffiah’s  coming 
fnould  not  be  till  many  ages  after  Mofes’s  time  ;  till  all 
nations,  but  the  children  of  Ifraef,  had  lain  long  in 
Heatheniin  darknefs  ;  that  the  remedilehnefs  of  their 
<lifeale  might  by  long  experience  be  feen,  and  fo  the  ab- 

i'olute  neceflity  of  the  heavenly  phyfician,  before  he 
came. 

Another  reafon  why  Chriffc  did  not  come  foon  after 
the  flood  probably  was,  that  the  earth  might  be  full  of 
people,  that  Chrift  might  have  the  more  extenfive  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  the  effects  of  his  light,  and  power,  and 
grace, ^  might  be  glorified,  and  that  his  victory  over  Sa¬ 
tan  might  be  attended  with  the  more  glory  in  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  his  conquefts.  It  was  alfo  needful  that  the 
coming  of  Chrift  fliould  be  many  ages  after  Mofes,  that 
the  church  might  be  prepared  which  was  formed  by 
Mofes  for  his  coming,  by  the  Meffiah’s  being  long  pre¬ 
figured,  and  by  his  being  many  ways  foretold,  and  by 
his  being  long  expected.  It  was  not  proper  that  Chrift. 
fliould  come  before  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  becaufe 
Satan’s  kingdom  was  not  then  come  to  die  height.  The 
Heathen  world  before  that  conftfted  of  lefter  kingdoms. 
But  God  faw  meet  that  the  Meffiah  fliould  come°in  the 
time  of  one  of  the  four  great  monarchies  of  the  world. 
Nor  was  it  proper  that  he  fliould  come  in  the  time  of  the 
Babyloniih  monarchy  ;  for  it  was  God’s  will,  that  feveral 
general  monarchies  fliould  follow  one  another,  and  that 
the  coming  of  the  Meffiah  fliould  be  in  the  time  of  the 
Hft,  which  appeared  above  them  all  I  lie  Periian  mo¬ 
narchy,  by  overcoming  the  Babylonian,  appeared  above 
it :  and  fo  the  Grecian,  by  overcoming  the  Perfian,  ap¬ 
peared  above  that ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  Ro¬ 
man  above  the  Grecian.  Notv  it  was  the  will  of  God, 
that  his  Soil  fhoxild  make  his  appearance  in  the  world 
in  the  time  of  this  greateft  and  ftrongeft  monarchy, 
which  was  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  in  the  world  ;  that, 
by  overcoming  this,  he  might  vifibly  overcome  Satan’s 
kingdom  in  its  greateft  ftrength  and  glory,  and  fo  ob¬ 
tain  the  more  complete  triumph  over  Satan  himfelf. 
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It  was  not  proper  that  Chrift  fhould  come  before  the 
Babylonilh  captivity.  For,  before  that,  we  have  not  hi- 
ftories  of  the  ftate  of  the  Heathen  world,  to  give  us 
an  idea  of  the  need  of  a  faviour.  And  befides,  before 
that,  learning  did  not  much  flourifh,  and  fo  there  had 
not  been  opportunity  to  fliow  the  infufficiency  of  hu¬ 
man  learning  and  wifdom  to  reform  and  fave  mankind. 
Again,  before  that,  the  Jews  were  not  difperfed  over 
the  world,  as  they  were  afterwards  ;  and  lo  things  were 
not  prepared  in  this  refpect  for  the  coming  of  Chrift. 
The  neceflity  of  abolifhing  the  Jewifh  difpenfation  was 
not  then  fo  apparent  as  it  was  afterwards,  by  reafon  of 
the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  *,  neither  was  the  way  prepa¬ 
red  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  was  after¬ 
wards,  by  the  fame  difperlion.  Many  other  things 
might  be  mentioned,  by  which  it  would  appear,  that 
no  other  time  before  that  very  time  in  which  Chrift  did 
come,  would  have  been  proper  for  his  appearing  in  the 
world  to  pur  chafe  the  redemption  of  men. 

III.  The  next  thing  that  I  would  obferve  concerning 
the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  is  the  greatnefs  of  this  event. 
Chrift’s  incarnation  was  a  greater  and  more  wonderful 
thing  than  ever  had  come  to  pals ;  and  there  has  been 
but  one  that  has  ever  come  to  pals  which  was  greater, 
and  that  was  the  death  of  Chrift,  which  was  afterwards. 
But  Chrift’s  incarnation  was  a  greater  thing  than  had 
ever  come  to  pafs  before.  The  creation  of  the  world 
was  a  very  great  thing,  but  not  fo  great  a  thing  as  the 
incarnation  of  Chrift.  It  was  a  great  thing  for  God  to 
make  the  creature,  but  not  fo  great  as  for  God,  as  for 
the  creator  himfelf,  to  become  a  creature.  We  have 
fpoken  of  many  great  things  that  were  accomplilhed 
from  one  age  to  another,  in  the  ages  between  the  fall 
of  man  and  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  :  but  God’s  be¬ 
coming  man  was  a  greater  thing  than  they  all.  When 
Chrift  was  born,  the  greateft  perfon  was  born  that  ever 
was,  or  ever  will  be  born. 

IV. *  What  I  would  next  obferve  concerning  the  in¬ 
carnation  of  Chrift,  are  the  remarkable  circumftances 
of  it ;  fucli  as  his  being  born  of  a  poor  virgin,  that  was 
a  pious  holy  perfon,  but  poor,  as  appeared  by  her  of¬ 
fering  at  her  purification  :  Luke  ii.  24.  ((  And  to  offer  a 
**  facrifice  according  to  that  which  is  faid  in  the  law  of 
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**  the  Lord,  A  pair  of  turtle-doves,  or  two  young  pi. 
geons.”  Which  refers  to  Lev,  v.  7.  a  And  if  fhe  be 
not  able  to  bring  a  lamb,  then  jChe  fhall  bring  two  tuf- 
ties,  or  two  young  pigeons.”  And  this  poor  virgin 
was  efpoufed  to  an  hufband  who  was  a  poor  man. 
Though  they  were  both  of  the  royal  family  of  David, 
the  moft  honourable  family,  and  Jofeph  was  the  right¬ 
ful  heir  to  the  crown  \  yet  the  family  was  reduced  to  a 
very  low  hate  j  which  is  reprefented  by  the  tabernacle 
of  David’s  being  fallen  or  broken  down,  Amos  ix.  1,1. 
ic  In  that  day  will  I  raife  up  the  tabernacle  of  David 
<c  that  is  fallen,  and  clofe  up  the  breaches  thereof,  and 
<£  I  will  raife  up  his  ruins,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the 
days  of  old.” 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  as  was  fore¬ 
told  :  and  there  was  a  very  remarkable  providence  or 
God  to  bring  about  the  fulfilment  of  this  prophecy,  the 
taxing  of  all  the  world  by  Auguftus  Cseiar*  as  in  Luke  ii. 
He  was  born  in  a  very  low  condition,  even  in  a  liable, 
and  laid  in  a  manger. 

V.  I  would  obferve  the  concomitants  of  this  great 
event,  or  the  remarkable  events  with  which  it  was  at¬ 
tended. - And, 

1 .  The  firft  thing  I  would  take  notice  of  that  attend¬ 
ed  the  incarnation  of  Chriff ,  was  the  return  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  which  indeed  began  a  little  before  the  incarnation 
of  Chritl ;  but  yet  was  given  on  occaflon  of  that,  as  it 
was  to  reveal  either  his  birth,  or  the  birth  of  his  fore¬ 
runner  John  the  Baptift.  I  have  before  obferved  how 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ceafed  not  long  after  the  book 
of  Malachi  was  written.  From  about  the  fame  time 
vilions  and  immediate  revelations  ceafed  alfo.  But  now, 
on  this  occafion,  they  are  granted  anew,  and  the  Spirit 
in  thefe  operations  returns  again.  The  firft  inflance  of 
its  reftoration  that  we  have  any  account  of  is  in  the  vi- 
fion  of  Zacharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Baptifc,  which 
we  read  of  in  the  [ft  chapter  of  Luke.  The  next  is  in 
the  vilion  which  the  Virgin  Mary  had,  of  which  we 
read  alfo  in  the  fame  chapter.  The  third  is  in  the  vi- 
fion  which  Jofeph  had,  of  which  we  read  in  the1  ift 
chapter  of  Matthew."  In  the  next  place,  the  Spirit  was 
given  to  Eiifabeth,  Luke  i.  41.  Next,  it  was  given  to 

Mary*  as  appears  by  her  fong,  Luke  i.  46.  See.  Then 
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to  Zachariah  again,  ibid,  ver  64.  Then  it  was  fent  to 
the  fhepherds,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  Luke 
ii.  9.  Then  it  was  given  to  Simeon,  Luke  ii.  25.  Then 
to  Anna,  ver.  36.  Then  to  the  wife  men  in  the  tail. 
Then  to  Jofeph  again,  directing  him  to  flee  into  Egypt, 
and  after  that  directing  his  return. 

2.  The  next  concomitant  of  Ch rift’s  incarnation  that 
I  would  obferve  is,  the  great  notice  that  was  taken  of  it 
in  heaven,  and  on  earth.  How  it  was  noticed  by  the 
glorious  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  world,  appears  by 
their  joyful  fongs  on  this  occafion,  heard  by  the  Ihep¬ 
herds  in  the  night.  This  was  the  greateft  event  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  that  ever  the  angels  had  beheld.  We  read  of 
their  finging  praifes  when  they  faw  the  formation  of 
this  lower  world  :  Job  xxxviii.  7.  “  When  the  morn- 
t(  ing-ftars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God 
“  fhouted  for  joy.”  And  as  they  fang  praifes  then, 
fo  they  do  now,  on  this  much  greater  occaiion,  of  the 
birth  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  creator  of  the 
world. 

The  glorious  angels  had  all  along  expected  this  event. 
They  had  taken  great  notice  of  the  prophecies  and  pro- 
inifes  of  thefe  things  all  along :  for  we  are  told,  that 
the  angels  deftre  to  look  into  the  affairs  of  redemption, 
1  Pet.  i.  12.  They  had  all  along  been  the  minifters  of 
Chrift  in  this  affair  of  redemption,  in  all  the  feveral 
fteps  of  it  down  from  the  very  fall  of  man.  So  we  read, 
that  they  were  employed  in  God’s  dealings  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  in  his  dealings  with  Jacob,  and  in  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  Ilraelites  from  time  to  time.  And  doubt- 
lefs  they  had  long  joyfully  expected  the  coming  of 
Chrift ;  but  now  they  fee  it  accompliflied,  and  there¬ 
fore  greatly  rejoice,  and  flng  praifes  on  this  occafion. 

Notice  was  taken  of  it  by  fome  among  the  Jews ;  as 
particularly  by  Elifabeth  and  the  Virgin  Mary  before 
the  birth  of  Chrift ;  not  to  fay  by  John  the  Baptift  be¬ 
fore  he  was  born,  when  he  leaped  in  his  mother’s  womb 
as  it  were  for  joy,  at  the  voice  of  the  falutation  of 
Mary.  But  Elifabeth  and  Mary  do  moft  joyfully  praife 
God  together,  when  they  meet  with  Chrift  and  his 
forerunner  in  their  wombs,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their 
fouls.  And  afterwards  what  joyful  notice  is  taken  of 
this  event  by  the  fhepherds,  and  by  thole  holy  perfons 
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Zacharias,  and  Simeon,  and  Anna!  How  do  they 
praife  God  on  this  occafion  !  Thus  the  church  of  God 
in  heaven,  and  the  church  on  earth,  do  as  it  were  u- 
nite  in  their  joy  and  praife  on  this  occafion. 

Notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  Gentiles,  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  wife  men  of  the  eaft.  Great  part  of  the 
vmiverfe  does  as  it  were  take  a  joyful  notice  of  the  in¬ 
carnation  of  Chrift.  Heaven  takes  notice  of  it,  and 
the  inhabitants  fmg  for  joy.  This  lower  world,  the 
world  of  mankind,  does  alio  take  notice  of  it  in  both 
parts  of  it,  jews  and  Gentiles.  It  pleafed  God  to  put 
honour  on  his  Son,  by  wonderfully  ftirring  up  fome  of 
the  wifeft  of  the  Gentiles  to  come  a  long  journey  to  fee 
and  worfhip  the  Son  of  God  at  his  birth,  being  led  by 
a  miraculous  (far,  fignifying  the  birth  of  that  glorious 
perfon,  who  is  the  bright  and  morning  liar,  going  be¬ 
fore,  and  leading  them  to  the  very  place  where  the 
young  child  was.  Some  think  they  were  inftruCted  by 
the  prophecy  of  Balaam,  who  dwelt  in  the  eaftern 
parts,  and  foretold  ChriiVs  coming  as  a  ftar  that  fbould 
rife  out  of  Jacob.  Or  they  might  be  inftrucled  by  that 
general  expectation  there  was  of  the  Mefiiah’s  coming 
about  that  time,  before  fpoken  of,  from  the  notice  they 
had  of  it  by  the  prophecies  the  Jews  had  or  him  in 
their  difperfions  in  ail  parts  of  the  world  at  that  time. 

3.  The  next  concomitant  of  the  birth  of  Chrift  was 
his  circumcifion.  But  this  may  more  properly  be  fpo¬ 
ken  of  under  another  head,  and  fo  I  will  not  infill:  up¬ 


on  it  now. 

4.  The  next  concomitant  was  his  firft  coming  into 
the  fecond  temple,  which  was  his  being  brought  thither 
when  an  infant,  on  occalion  of  the  purification  of  the 
blefled  Virgin.  We  read,  Hagg.  ii.  7.  “  The  defire  of 
f‘  all  nations  fhall  come,  and  I  will  nil  this  houfe  (or 
«  temple)  with  glory.”  And  in  Mai.  iii.  1.  “  The 
“  Lord,  whom  ye  leek,  fhall  fuddenly  come  to  his 
temple,  even  the  meflenger  or  the  covenant.  And 
now  was  the  fir  ft  inftance  of  the  fulfilment  of  thefe  pro? 
phecies. 

r.  The  laft  concomitant  I  fhall  mention  is  the  feep- 
tre’s  departing  from  Judah,  in  the  death  of  Herod  the 
Great.  The  feeptre  ‘had  never  totally  departed  from 

Tudah  till  now.  1  itdah’s  feeptre  was  greatly  diminished 

?•••■  ■  in 


Parti.  '  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  179 

in  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tribes  in  Jeroboam’s  time ;  and 
the  fceptre  departed  from  Ifrael  or  Ephraim  at  the  time 
of  the  captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  by  Shalmanefer.  But 
yet  the  fceptre  remained  an  the  tribe  of  Judah,  under 
the  kings  of  the  houfe  of  David.  And  when  the  tribes 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin  were  carried  captive  by  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  the  fceptre  of  Judah  ceafed  for  a  little 
while,  till  the  return  from  the  captivity  under  Cyrus  : 
and  then,  though  they  were  not  an  independent  go¬ 
vernment,  as  they  had  been  before,  but  owed  fealty  to 
the  kings  of  Perfia  ;  yet  their  governor  was  of  them- 
felves,  who  had  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  they 
were  governed  by  their  own  laws ;  and  fo  Judah  had  a 
lawgiver  from  between  his  feet  during  the  Perfian  and 
Grecian  monarchies.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
Grecian  monarchy,  the  people  were  governed  by  kings 
of  their  own,  of  the  race  of  the  Maccabees,  for  the 
greater  part  of  an  hundred  years  ,  and  after  that  they 
were  fubdued  by  the  Romans.  But  yet  the  Romans 
futfered  them  to  be  governed  by  their  own  laws,  and  to 
have  a  king  of  their  own,  Herod  the  Great,  who  reign¬ 
ed  about  forty  years,  and  governed  with  proper  kingly 
authority,  only  paying  homage  to  the  Romans.  But  pre- 
fently  after  Chrift  was  born  he  died,  as  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count,  Matth.  ii.  19.  and  Archelaus  fucceeded  him; 
but  was  foon  put  down  by  the  Roman  Emperor  ;  and 
then  the  fceptre  departed  from  Judah.  There  were  no 
more  temporal  kings  of  Judah  after  that,  neither  had 
that  people  their  governors  from  the  midft  of  them- 
felves  after  that,  but  were  ruled  by  a  Pioman  governor 
fent  among  them ;  and  they  ceafcd  any  more  to  have  the 
power  of  life  and  death  among  themfelves.  Hence  the 
jews  fay  to  Pilate,  c£  It  is  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any 
“  man  to  death,”  John  xviii.  31.  Thus  the  fceptre  de¬ 
parted  front  Judah  when  Shiloh  came. 

ifl  O 3  '  Ittii  i  v  1  I  i  i  J 
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A  Vino  thus  confidered  ChrifPs  coming  into  the 

_ world,  and  his  taking  on  him  our  nature,  to  put- 

himielf  in  a  capacity  for  the  purchafe  of  redemption,  I 

Z  2  come 


i8o 


A  HISTORY  of 


Period  II* 


come  now,  Secondly,  to  fpeak  of  the  purchafe  itfelf, 
- And  in  fpeaking  of  this,  I  would, 

1.  Show  what  is  intended  by  the  purchafe  of  re¬ 
demption. 

2.  Obferve  fome  things  in  general  concerning  thofe 
things  by  which  this  purchafe  was  made. 

3.  1  would  orderly  conlider  thofe  things  which  Chrifi 
did  and  fufFered,  by  which  that  purchafe  was  made. 


!("  Sect.  I. 

¥  Would  fhow  what  is  here  intended  by  Chrift’s  pur- 
“*■  chafing  redemption.  And  there  are  two  things  that 
are  intended  by  it,  viz.  his  fatisfacfiion,  and  his  merit. 
All  is  done  by  the  price  that  Chrifi  lays  down.  But  the 
price  that  Chrifi:  laid  down  does  two  things  :  it  pays 
our  debt,  and  fo  it  fatisfies  :  by  its  intrinlic  value,  and 
by  the  agreement  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  it 
procures  a  title  to  us  for  happinefs,  and  fo  it  merits . 
The  fatisfaflion  of  Chrifi  is  to  free  us  from  mifery, 
and  the  merit  of  Chrifi  is  to  purchafe  happinefs  for  us. 

The  word  purchafe ,  as  it  is  ufed  with  refpedt  to  the 
purchafe  of  Chrifi,  is  taken  either  more  ftrkfily  or  more 
largely.  It  is  oftentimes  ufed  more  firiclly,  to  fignify 
only  the  merit  of  Chrifi  ;  and  fometimes  more  largely, 
to  fignify  both  his  fatisfaclion  and  merit.  Indeed  mofi 
of  the  words  which  are  ufed  in  this  affair  have  various 
fignifications.  Thus  fometimes  divines  ufe  merit  in  this 
affair  for  the  whole  price  that  Chrifi  offered,  both  fa- 
tis factory,  and  alfo  pofitively  meritorious.  And  io  the 
word  fat  is  faction  is  fometimes  ufed,  not  only  for  his 
propitiation,  but  alfo  for  liis  meritorious  obedience. 
For  in  fome  fenfe,  not  only  fullering  the  penalty,  but 
pofitively  obeying,  is  needful  to  latisfy  the  law.  The 
reafon  of  this  various  ufe  of  thefe  terms  feems  to  be,  that 
iatisfaction  and  merit  do  not  differ  fo  much  really  as  re¬ 
latively.  They  both  confift  in  paying  a  valuable  price, 
a  price  of  infinite  value;  but  only  that  price,  as  it  re- 
fpedls  a  debt  to  be  paid,  is  called  fatisfatlion ;  and  as  it 
refpetfis  a  pofitivc  good  to  be  obtained,  is  called  merit . 
The  difference  between  paying  a  debt  and  making  a  po¬ 
sitive  purchafe  is  more  relative  than  it  is  eifential.  He 
who  lays  down  a  price  to  pay  a  debt,  does  in  fome  fenfe 
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nake  a  purchafe  :  he  purchafes  liberty  from  the  obliga- 
ion.  And  he  who  lays  down  a  pi'ice  to  purchale  a 
rood,  does  as  it  were  make  fatisfa&ion :  he  fatisfies  the 
Conditional  demands  of  him  to  whom  he  pays  it.  This 
nay  fuffice  concerning  what  is  meant  by  the  purchale 

Chrift.  1  ' 

Sect.  II. 

I  Now  proceed  to  fome  general  obfervations  concern¬ 
ing  thofe  things  by  which  this  purchafe  was  made. 

- - And  here, 

i.  I  would  obferve,  that  whatever  in  Chrift  had  the 
nature  of  fatisfaftion,  it  was  by  virtue  of  the  fuffering 
or  humiliation  that  was  in  it.  But  whatever  had  the 
nature  of  merit,  it  was  by  virtue  of  the  obedience  oi 
righteoufnefs  there  was  in  it.  The  fatisfattion  of  Chrift 
conftfts  in  his  anfwering  the  demands  of  the  law  on 
man,  which  were  confecjuent  on  the  breach  of  the  law. 
Thefe  were  anfwered  by  fuffering  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  The  merit  of  Chrift  confifts  in  what  he  did  to 
anfwer  the  demands  of  the  law,  which  were  prior  to 
man’s  breach  of  the  law,  or  to  fulfil  what  the  law  de*» 
manded  before  man  finned,  which  was  obedience. 

The  fatisfattion  or  propitiation  of  Chrift  confifts  ei¬ 
ther  in  his  fuffering  evil,  or  his  being  fubjeft  to  abafe- 
ment.  For  Chrift  did  not  only  make  fatisfa&ion  by 
proper  fuffering,  but  by  whatever  had  the  nature  of 
humiliation,  and  abafement  of  circumftances.  Thus 
Chrift  made  fatisfa&ion  for  fin,  by  continuing  under 
the  power  of  death,  while  he  lay  buried  in  the  grave, 
though  neither  his  body  nor  foul  properly  endured  any 
fuffering  after  he  was  dead.  Whatever  Chrift  was  fub- 
iedf  to  that  was  the  judicial  fruit  of  fin,  had  the  nature 
of  fatisfaefion  for  fin.  But  not  only  proper  fuffering, 
but  all  abafement  and  depreflion  of  the  ltate  and  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  mankind  below  its  primitive  honour  and 
dignity,  fuch  as  his  body’s  remaining  under  death,  and 
body  and  foul  remaining  feparate,  and  other  things  that 
might  be  mentioned,  are  the  judicial  fruits  of  iin.  And 
all  that  Chrift  did  in  his  {fate  of  humiliation,  that  had 
the  nature  of  obedience  or  moral  virtue  or  goodnefs  in 
it,  in  one  refpeef  or  another  had  the  nature  of  merit 
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in  it,  and  was  part  of  the  price  with  which  he  purcha- 
fed  happinefs  for  the  ele<5t. 

2.  I  would  obferve,  that  both  Chrift’s  fatisfaftion  for 
fin,  and  alio  his  meriting  happinefs  by  his  righteouffiefs, 
were  carried  on  through  the  whole  time  of  his  humi¬ 
liation.  ChrifPs  latisfa£lion  for  fin  was  not  6nly  by  hig 
HR  bufferings,  though  it  was  principally  by  them  ;  but 
all  his  bufferings,  and  all  the  humiliation  that  he  was 
iubjedt  to  from  the  fir  ft  moment  of  his  incarnation 
to  his  reburrection,  were  propitiatory  or  fatisfaflory. 
Chrift’s  fatisfaclion  was  chiefly  by  his  death,  becaube  his 
bufferings  and  humiliation  in  that  was  greatefl.  But  all 
his  other  bufferings,  and  all  his  other  humiliation,  all 
along  had  the  nature  of  fatisfaclion.  So  had  the  mean 
circumftances  in  which  he  was  born.  His  being  born 
in  fuch  a  low  condition,  was  to  make  fatisfaclion  for 
fin.  His  being  born  of  a  poor  virgin,  in  a  liable,  and 
his  being  laid  in  a  manger  j  his  taking  the  human  na¬ 
ture  upon  him  in  its  low  ftate,  and  under  thofe  in¬ 
firmities  brought  upon  it  by  the  fall  ;  his  being  born  in 
the  form  of  iinful  flefh,  had  the  nature  of  fatisfaclion. 
And  io  all  his  bufferings  in  his  infancy  and  childhood, 
and  all  that  labour,  and  contempt,  and  reproach,  and 
temptation,  and  difficulty  of  any  kind,  or  that  he  fuf- 
fered  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  was  of  a 
propitiatory  and  fat  is  factory  nature. 

And  lo  his  purchafc  of  happinefs  by  his  righteouf- 
nefs  was  aifo  carried  on  through  the  whole  time  of  his 
humiliation  till  his  refurredlion  ;  not  only  in  that  obe¬ 
dience  he  performed  through  the  courfe  of  his  life,  but 
aho  in  the  obedience  he  performed  in  laying  down  his 
life. 

.  It  was  by  the  fame  things '  that  Chrifl  hath  fatif* 
fied  God’s  juflice,  and  aifo  purchafed  eternal  happinefs. 
This  fatisfaClion  and  purchafe  ol  Chrifl  were  not  only 
both  carried  on  through  the  whole  time  of  Chrifl’s  hu- 
miliation,  but  they  were  both  carried  on  by  the  fame 
things.  He  did  not  make  fatisfaClion  by  borne  things 
that  he  did,  and  then  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  by  o- 
thcr  different  things  ;  but  in  the  fame  acts  by  which  he 
wrought  out  righteoufnefs,  he  aifo  made  fatisfaclion* 
but  only  taken  in  a  different  relation  One  and  the 
fame  aCt  of  Chrifl:,  conlklered  with  refpeCt  to  the  obe¬ 
dience 
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lienee  there  was  in  it,  was  part  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
md  purchafed  heaven:  but  cpnfidered  witV  refpedt  to 
the  felf-denial,  and  difficulty,  and  humiliation,  with 
which  he  performed  it,  had  the  nature  of  fatisfadhon 
For  Rn,  and  procured  our  pardon.  Thus  his  going  a- 
bout  doing  good,  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  teaching 
his  difciples,  was  a  part  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  pur- 
chafe  of  heaven,  as  it  was  done  in  obedience  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ^  and  the  fame  was  a  part  of  his  fatisfadtion,  as  he 
did  it  with  great  labour,  trouble,  and  wearinefs,  and 
under  great  temptations,  expofmg  himfelf  hereby  to  re¬ 
proach  and  contempt.  So  his  laying  down  his  lire  had 
the  nature  of  fatisfadtion  to  God’s  offended  juftice, 
confide  red  as  his  bearing  our  puniffiment  in  our  head  : 
but  confidered  as  an  adt  of  obedience  to  God,  who  had 
given  him  this  command,  that  he  fhould  lay  down  his 
life  for  ffnners,  it  was  a  part  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and 
purchafe  of  heaven,  and  as  much  the  principal  part  of 
his  righteoufnefs  as  it  was  the  principal  part  of  his  Tati? - 
fadtion.  And  fo  to  inftance  in  his  circumcifion,  what  he 
fuffered  in  that,  had  the  nature  of  fatisfadtion:  the 
blood  that  was  ffied  in  his  circumcifion  was  propitia¬ 
tory  blood  *,  but  as  it  was  a  conformity  to  the  law  of 
Mofes,  it  was  part  of  his  meritorious  righteoufnefs. 
Though  it  was  not  properly  the  adt  of  his  human  na¬ 
ture,  he  being  an  infant  *,  yet  it  being  what  the  human 
nature  was  the  fubjedt  of,  and  being  the  adt  of  that 
perfon,  it  was  accepted  as  an  adt  of  his  obedience,  as 
our  mediator. 

And  fo  even  his  being  born  in  fuch  a  low  condition, 
had  the  nature  of  fatisfadtion,  by  reafon  of  the  humi¬ 
liation  that  was  in  it,  and  alfo  of  righteoufnefs,  as  it 
was  the  adt  of  his  perfon  in  obedience  to  the  Father, 
and  what  the  human  nature  was  the  lubjedt  of,  and 
what  the  will  of  the  human  nature  did  acquiefce  in, 
though  there  was  no  act  of  the  will  of  the  human  nature 
prior  to  it.  # 

[  *  .  ,  ,  i  ,  f-  t 

These  things  may  fuffice  to  have  obferved  in  the 
general  concerning  the  purchafe  Chrift;  made  of  re¬ 
demption, 
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T  Now  proceed  to  fpeak  more  particularly  of  thofe 
-*•  things  which  Chrift  did,  and  was  the  fubjeift  of,  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  his  humiliation,  whereby  this  purchafc 

was  made. - And  the  nature  of  the  purchafe  of 

Chrift,  as  it  has  been  explained,  leads  us  to  confider 
thefe  things  under  a  twofold  view,  viz. 

1.  With  refpedt  to  his  righteoufnefs ,  which  appeared 
in  them. 

2.  With  refpeft  to  the  fujferings  and  humiliation  that 
he  was  fubje<ft  to  in  them  in  our  ftead. 

§  I.  I  will  confider  the  things  that  palled  during  the 
time  of  Chrift’s  humiliation,  with  refpeft  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  and  righteoufnefs  that  he  exercifed  in  them.  And 
this  is  fubjedf  to  a  threefold  diftribution.  I  ftiall  there¬ 
fore  confider  his  obedience, 

1.  With  refpeft  to  the  laws  which  he  obeyed. 

2.  With  refpedl  to  the  different  Jlages  of  his  life  in 
which  he  performed  it. 

3.  With  refpeft  to  the  virtues  he  exercifed  in  his  o- 
bedience. 

1  1 

I.  The  firft  diftribution  of  the  a<Tts  of  Chrift’s  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  is  with  refpeff  to  the  laws  which  Chrijl  obeyed 
in  that  righteoufnefs  which  he  performed.  But  here  it 
muft  be  obferved  in  general,  that  all  the  precepts  which 
Chrift  obeyed  may  be  reduced  to  one  law,  and  that  is 
that  which  the  Apoftle  calls  the  law  of  works ,  Bom. 
iii.  27.  Every  command  that  Chrift  obeyed  may  be  re¬ 
duced  to  that  great  and  everlafting  law  of  God  that  isi 
contained  in  the  covenant  of  works,  that  eternal  rule 
of  right  which  God  had  eftablifhed  between  himfelf  and 

O  ^ 

mankind.  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fulfil  and  an- 
fwcr  the  covdfcant  of  works ;  that  is,  the  covenant  that 
is  to  ftand  for  ever  as  a  rule  of  judgement ;  and  that 
is  the  covenant  that  we  had  broken,  and  that  was  the 
covenant  that  muft  be  fulfilled. 

This  law  of  works  indeed  includes  all  the  laws  of 
God  which  ever  have  been  given  to  mankind  ;  for  it  is 

a  general  rule  of  the  law  of  works,  and  indeed  of  the 

law 
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law  of  nature,  That  God  is  to  be  obeyed,  and  that  he 
muft  be  fubmitted  to  in  whatever  pofitive  precept  he  is 
pleafed  to  give  us.  It  is  a  rule  of  the  law  of  works. 
That  men  itiould  obey  their  earthly  parents  :  and  it  is 
certainly  as  much  a  rule  of  the  fame  law,  That  we 
fhould  obey  our  heavenly  Father  :  and  fo  the  law  of 
works  requires  obedience  to  all  pofitive  commands  of 
God.  It  required  Adam’s  obedience  to  that  pofitive 
command,  Not  to  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit *,  and  it 
required  obedience  of  the  Jews  to  all  the  pofitive  com¬ 
mands  of  their  inftitution.  When  God  commanded 
Jonah  to  arife  and  go  to  Nineveh,  the  law  of  works  re¬ 
quired  him  to  obey  :  and  fo  it  required  Chrift’s  obe¬ 
dience  to  ail  the  pofitive  commands  which  God  gave 
him. 

Rut,  more  particularly,  the  commands  of  Cod  which 
Chrijl  obeyed ,  were  of  three  kinds  ;  they  were  either 
fuch  as  he  was  fubjedl  to  merely  as  man ,  or  fuch  as  he 
was  fubjedl  to  as  he  was  a  Jew,  or  fuch  as  he  was  fub¬ 
jedl  to  purely  as  Mediator . 

1.  He  obeyed  thole  commands  which  he  was  fubjedl 
to  merely  as  man  :  and  they  were  the  commands  of  the 
moral  law,  which  was  the  fame  with  that  which  was  gi¬ 
ven  at  Mount  Sinai,  written  in  two  tables  of  ftone, 
which  are  obligatory  on  mankind  of  all  nations  and  all 
ages  of  the  world. 

2.  He  obeyed  all  thofe  laws  he  was  fubjedl  to  as  he 
was  a  Jew .  Thus  he  was  fubjedl  to  the  ceremonial  law, 
and  was  conformed  to  it.  He  was  conformed  to  it  in 
his  being  circumcifed  the  eighth  day  *,  and  he  flridlly 
obeyed  it  in  going  up  to  Jerufalem  to  the  temple  three 
times  a* year  ^  at  lead  after  he  was  come  to  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  age  when 
the  males  began  to  go  up  to  the  temple.  And  fo  Chrifl 
conflantly  attended  the  fervice  of  the  temple,  and  of  the 
fynagogues. 

To  this  head  of  his  obedience  to  the  law  that  he  was 
fubjedl  to  as  a  Jew,  may  be  reduced  his  fub  million  to 
John’s  baptifm.  For  it  was  a  fpecial  command  to  the 
Jews,  to  go  forth  to  John  the  Baptill,  and  be  baptized 
of  him  *,  and  therefore  Chrifl  being  a  Jew,  was  iubjedl 
to  this  command  :  and  therefore,  when  he  came  to  be 
baptized  of  John,  and  John  objedled,  that  he  had  more 
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need  to  come  to  him  to  be  baptized  of  him,  he  gives 
this  reafon  for  it,  That  it  was  needful  that  he  fhould  do 
it,  that  he  might  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.  See  Matth. 
iii.  13.  14.  15. 

3.  Another  law  that  Chrift  was  fubjeft  to,  was  the 
mediatorial  law ,  which  contained  thofe  commands  of 
God  to  which  he  was  fubjeft,  not  merely  as  man,  nor 
yet  as  a  Jew,  but  which  related  purely  to  his  mediato¬ 
rial  office.  Such  were  the  commands  which  the  Father 
gave  him,  to  teach  fuch  doftrines,  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
to  work  fuch  miracles,  to  call  fuch  difciples,  to  appoint 
fuch  ordinances,  and  finally  to  lay  down  his  life  :  for 
he  did  all  theie  things  in  obedience  to  commands  he  had 
received  of  the  Father,  as  he  often  tells  us.  And  thefe 
commands  he  was  not  fubjetft  to  merely  as  man  \  for 
they  did  not  belong  to  other  men  :  nor  yet  was  he  fub- 
je6t  to  them  as  a  jew  ;  for  they  were  no  part  of  the 
Mofaic  law  ;  but  they  were  commands  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  Father,  that  purely  refpedted  the  work  he 
was  to  do  in  the  world  in  his  mediatorial  office. 

And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ChrifPs  righteoufnefs, 
by  which  he  merited  heaven  for  himfelf,  and  all  who 
believe  in  him,  confifts  principally  in  his  obedience  to 
this  mediatorial  law  :  for  in  fulfilling  this  law  confided 
his  chief  work  and  bufinefs  in  the  world.  The  hilforv 
of  the  evangelifis  is  chiefly  taken  up  in  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  obedience  to  this  law  :  and  this  part  of  his 
obedience  was  that  which  was  attended  with  the  great- 
eft  difficulty  of  all  ;  and  therefore  his  obedience  in  it 
was  rnoft  meritorious.  What  Chrift  had  to  do  in  the 
world  by  virtue  of  his  being  Mediator,  was  infinitely 
more  difficult  than  what  he  had  to  do  merely  as  a  man, 
or  as  a  Jew.  To  his  obedience  to  this  mediatorial  law 
belongs  his  going  through  his  laft  fufterings,  beginning 
with  his  agony  in  the  garden,  and  ending  with  his  re¬ 
fit  rrecfti  on. 

As  the  obedience  of  the  firft  Adam,  wherein  his 
righteoufnefs  would  have  conllfted,  if  he  had  flood, 
would  have  mainly  confided,  not  in  his  obedience  to 
the  moral  law,  to  which  he  was  fubjetft  merely  as  man, 
but.  in  his  obedience  to  that  fpecial  law  that  he  was  fub- 
ject  to  as  moral  head  and  furety  of  mankind,  even  the 
command  of  abifaiiiing  from  the  tree  of  knowledge  of 

good 
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good  and  evil  ;  fo  the  obedience  of  the  fecond  Adam, 
wherein  his  righteoufnefs  confifts,  lies  mainly,  not  in 
his  obedience  to  the  law  that  he  was  fubjeet  to  merely  as 
man,  but  to  that  fpecial  law  which  he  was  fubje£t  to  in 
his  office  as  Mediator  and  furety  for  man. 

A,  f  x  .  .  4  ,  -  \  •  vj  ,1  \  s'v 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  next  diftribution  of  Chrifts 
righteoufnefs,  I  would  obferve  three  things  concerning 
Chrilt’s  obedience  to  thele  laws. 

1.  He  performed  that  obedience  to  them  which  was 
in  every  refpecl  perfect*  it  was  univerfal  as  to  the  kinds 
of  laws  that  he  was  fubjeet  to  ;  he  obeyed  each  of 
thefe  three  laws  ;  and  it  was  univerfal  with  refpecl  to 
every  individual  precept  contained  in  theie  laws,  and  it 
was  perfect  as  to  each  command.  It  was  perfect  as  to 
politive  tranfgreffions  avoided  :  for  he  never  tranf- 
greffed  in  one  inftance ;  he  was  guiltyr  of  no  lin  of  com* 
million.  And  it  was  perfect  with  relpeft  to  the  work 
commanded  :  he  perfected  the  whole  work  that  each 
command  required,  and  never  was  guilty  of  any  fin  of 
omiffion.  And  it  was  perfect  with  reipecl  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  from  which  he  obeyed  :  his  heart  was  perfect,  his 
principles  were  wholly  right,  there  was  no  corruption 
in  his  heart.  And  it  was  perfect  with  refpecl  to  the 
ends  he  acted  for  :  for  he  never  had  any  by-ends,  but 
aimed  perfectly  at  fuch  ends  as  the  law  of  God  required. 
And  it  was  perfect  with  refpecl  to  the  manner  of  perform¬ 
ance  :  every  circumflance  of  each  a£l  was  perfectly  con¬ 
formed  to  the  command.  And  it  was  perfect  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  degree  of  the  performance  :  he  acSled  whol- 
lv  up  to  the  rule.  And  it  was  perfect  with  refpecl  to 
the  conftancy  of  obedience  :  he  did  not  only  perfectly 
obey  fometimes,  but  conflantly  without  any  interrup¬ 
tion.  And  it  was  perfect  with  refpect  to  perfeverance  : 
he  held  out  in  perfect  obedience  to  the  very  end, 
through  all  the  changes  he  paffied  through,  and  all  the 
trials  that  were  before  him. 

The  meritorioufnefs  of  Chrift’s  obedience,  depends 
on  the  perfection  of  it.  If  it  had  failed  in  any  inftance 
of  perfection,  it  could  not  have  been  meritorious  :  for 
ifn perfect  obedience  is  not  accepted  as  any  obedience  at 
all  in  the  fight  of  the  law  of  works,  which  was  that  law 
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that  Chrift  was  fuhjeft  to  ;  for  that  is  not  accepted  as 
an  obedience  to  a  law  that  does  not  anfvver  that  law. 

2.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve  of  Chrift’s  obe¬ 
dience  is,  that  it  was  performed  through  the  greatefl 
trials  and  temptations  that  ever  any  obedience  was.  His 
obedience  was  attended  with  the  greatefl:  difficulties, 
and  moft  extreme  abafement  and  fufferings  that  ever 
any  obedience  was  ;  which  was  another  thing  that  ren¬ 
dered  it  more  meritorious  and  thank-worthy.  To  o- 
bey  another  when  his  commands  are  eafy,  is  not  fo 
worthy,  as  it  is  to  obey  when  it  cannot  be  done  with¬ 
out  great  difficulty. 

3*  He  performed  this  obedience  with  infinite  refpecft 
to  God,  and  the  honour  of  his  law.  The  obedience  he 
performed  was  with  infinitely  greater  love  to  God,  and 
regard  to  his  authority,  than  the  angels  perform  their 
obedience  with  The  angels  perform  their  obedience 
with  that  love  which  is  perfect,  with  finlefs  perfedlion  : 
but  Chrift  did  not^do  fo,  but  he  performed  his  obe¬ 
dience  with  much  greater  love  than  the  angels  do  theirs, 
even  infinite  love  ;  for  though  the  human  nature  of 
Chrift  was  not  capable  of  love  abfolutely  infinite,  yet 
Chrift’s  obedience  that  was  performed  in  that  human 
nature,  is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  merely  the  obedience 
of  the  human  nature,  but  the  obedience  of  his  per  fern, 
as  God-man  ;  and  there  was  infinite  love  of  the  perfon 
or  Clirift  manifeft  in  that  obedience.  And  this,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  infinite  dignity  of  the  perfon  that  obeyed, 
rendered  his  obedience  infinitely  meritorious. 


II.  The  fecond  diftribution  of  the  acts  of  Chrift’s 
obedience,  is  with  refpedt  to  the  different  parts  of  his 
life ,  wherein  they  were  performed.  And  in  this  refpedt 
they  may  be  divided  into  thole  which  were  performed 
in  private  life,  and  thofe  which  were  performed  in  his 
public  mini  dry. 

J 7?,  dhole  a<fts  he  performed  during  his  private  life . 
He  was  perfectly  obedient  in  his  childhood.  He  infi¬ 
nitely  differed  from  other  children,  who,  as  foon  as 
they  begin  to  acf,  begin  to  fin  and  rebel.  He  was  fub- 
jeci  to  his  earthly  parents,  though  he  was  Lord  of  all, 
Luke  ii.  51.  He  was  found  about  his  Father’s  bufinefs 
at  twelve  years  of  age  in  the  temple,  Luke  ii.  42.  He 
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then  besran  that  work  that  he  had  to  do  in  fulfilment 
of  the  mediatorial  law,  which  the  Father  had  given 
him  He  continued  his  private  life  for  about  thirty 
years,  dwelling  at  Nazareth  in  the  houfe  of  Ins  reputed 
father  |ofeph,  where  he  ferved  God  in  a  private  capa¬ 
city,  and  in  following  a  mechanical  trade,  the  bufineis 
of  a  carpenter. 

idly,  I  hofe  a£ts  which  he  performed  during  his  pi.- 
blvc  miniftry ,  which  began  when  he  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  continued  for  the  three  laft  years  and 
an  half  of  his  life.  Moft  of  the  hiftory  of  the  evari- 
geliils  is  taken  up  in  giving  an  account  of  what  pafled. 
during  thefe  three  years  and  an  hair  ,  10  is  ad  the  in— 
ftory  of  the  Evangelift  Matthew,  excepting  the  two  firft 
chapters.  So  is  the  whole  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Evan- 
gelift  Mark  ;  it  begins  and  ends  with  it.  And^  lo  alfo 
is  all  the  gofpel  of  John,  and  all  the  gofpel  or  Luke, 
excepting  the  two  firft  chapters  \  excepting  alfo  wnat^ 
we  find  in  the  evangelifts  concerning  the  miniftry  ot 
John  the  Baptift.  ChriiVs  firft  appearing  in  his  public 
miniftry,  is  what  is  often  called  his  coming  in  feripture. 
Thus  John  fpeaks  of  ChrifVs  coming  as  what  is  yet  to 
be,  though  he  had  been  born  long  before. 

Concerning  the  public  miniftry  of  Chrift,  I  would 
obferve  the  following  things.  1.  The  forerunner  of  it. 
2.  The  manner  of  his  firft  entering  upon  it.  3.  The 
works  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the  courfe  of 
it ;  and,  4.  The  manner  of  his  finifhing  it. 

1 .  The  forerunner  of  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  public 
miniftry  was  John  the  Baptift  :  He  came  preaching  re¬ 
pentance  for  the  rendition  of  fins,  to  make  way  for 
ChriiVs  coming,  agreeable  to  the  prophecies  of  him, 
If.  xl.  3.  4.  5.  and  Matth.iv.  c.  6.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
John  the  Baptift  began  his  miniftry  about  three  years 
and  an  half  before  Chrift  ;  fo  that  John’s  miniftry  and 
ChrifVs  put  together,  made  feven  years,  which  was  the 
laft  of  Daniel’s  weeks  ;  and  this  time  is  intended  in  Dan. 
ix.  27.  “  Ele  will  confirm  the  covenant  with  many  for 
“  one  week.”  Chrift  came  in  the  midft  of  this  week, 
viz.  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  half  of  it,  or  the  laft 
three  years  and  an  half,  as  Daniel  foretold,  as  in  the 
verfe  juft  now  quoted  :  “  And  in  the  midft  of  the  week 
a  he  fliall  caufe  the  facriftce  and  the  oblation  to  ceafe.” 
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John  Baptift’s  miniftry  conftfted  principally  in  preach¬ 
ing  the  law,  to  awaken  men  and  convince  them  of  fiQ 
to  prepare  men  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  to  comfort 
them,  as  the  law  is  to  prepare  the  heart  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  gofpel. 

A  very  remarkable  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
attended  John’s  miniftry  ;  and  the  effect  of  it  was,  that 
Jerufalem,  and  all  Judea,  and  all  the  region  round  a- 
bout  Jordan,  were  awakened,  convinced,  went  out  to 
him,  and  lubmitted  to  his  baptifm,  confeliing  their  fins. 
John  is  fpoken  of  as  the  greateft  of  all  the  prophets 
who  came  before Chrift  :  Matth.  xi.  n.  “  Among  thole 
<c  that  are  born  of  women,  there  hath  not  rilen  a 
“  greater  than  John  the  Baptift i.  e.  he  had  the  raoft 
honourable  office.  He  was  as  the  morning-ftar,  which  is 
the  haibmger  of  the  approaching  day,  and  forerunner 
of  the  riling  fan.  J  he  other  prophets  were  ftars  that 
were  to  give  light  in  the  night ;  but  we  have  heard  how 
thofe  ftars  went  out  on  the  approach  of  the  gofpel-day.- 
But  now  the  coming  of  Chrift  being  very  nigh,  the 
morning-ftar  comes  before  him,  the  brighteft  of  all  the 
ftars,  as  John  the  Baptift  was  the  greateft  of  all  the 
prophets. 

And  when  Chrift  came  in  his  public  miniftry,  the 
light  of  that  morning-ftar  decreafed  too  ;  as  we  fee, 
when  the  lun  rifes,  it  diminilhes  the  light  of  the  morn¬ 
ing-ftar.  So  John  the  Baptift  fays  of  himfelf,  John  iii. 
30.  “  He  muft  increafe,  but  I  muft  decrease,”  And 
loon  after  Chrift  began  his  public  miniftry,  John  the 
Baptift  was  put  to  death  \  as  the  morning-ftar  is  vilible 
a  little  while  after  the  fun  is  rifen,  yet  foon  goes  out. 

2.  The  next  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  Chrift ’s 
entrance  on  his  public  miniftry,  which  was  by  baptifm, 
followed  with  the  temptation  in  the  wildernefs.  His 
baptiim  was  as  it  were  his  folemn  inauguration,  by 
which  he  entered  on  his  miniftry  ;  and  was  attended  with 
his  being  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  a  folemn 
and  vilible  manner,  the  Holy  Ghoft  defcending  upon  him 
.in  a  vilible  fhape  like  a  dove,  attended  with  a  voice  from 
heaven,  faying,  “This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
“  am  well  pleafed,”  Matth.  iii.  16.  17. 

After  this  he  was  led  by  the  devil  into  the  wildernefs. 
Satan  made  a  violent  onfet  upon  him  at  his  iirft  entrance 
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>n  his  work  ;  and  now  he  had  a  remarkable  trial  of  his- 
obedience  ;  but  he  got  the  vi<ftory.  He  who  had  fuch 
uccefs  with  the  iirft  Adam,  had  none  with  the  fecond. 

3.  I  would  take  notice  of  the  work  in  which  Chrift: 
vas  employed  during  his  miniftry.  And  here  are  three 
hings  chiefly  to  be  taken  notice  of,  viz.  his  preaching, 
lis  working  miracles,  and  his  calling  and  appointing 
lifciples  and  minifters  of  his  kingdom. 

(1.)  His  preaching  the  gofpel.  Great  part  of  the 
vork  of  his  public  miniftry  coniifted  in  this  and  much 
>f  that  obedience  by  which  he  purchafed  falvation  for 
is,  was  in  his  fpeaking  thofe  things  which  the  Father 
rommanded  him.  He  more  clearly  and  abundantly  re¬ 
pealed  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  than  ever  it  had 
)een  revealed  before.  He  came  from  the  bofom  of  the 
Father,  and  perfectly  knew  his  mind,  and  was  in  the 
left  capacity  to  reveal  it.  As  the  fun,  as  foon  as  it  is 
'ifen,  begins  to  fhine  *,  fo  Chrift,  as  foon  as  he  came  in- 
:o  his  public  miniftry,  began  to  enlighten  the  world 
vith  his  doctrine.  As  the  law  was  given  at  Mount  Si¬ 
nai,  fo  Chrift  delivered  his  evangelical  doctrine,  full  of 
bleflings,  and  not  curfes,  to  a  multitude  on  a  mountain, 
is  we  have  an  account  in  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  chap¬ 
ters  of  Matthew. 

When  he  preached,  he  did  not  teach  as  the  fcribes, 
but  he  taught  as  one  having  authority  ;  fo  that  his 
hearers  were  aftoniihed  at  his  doctrine.  He  did  not 
reveal  the  mind  and  will  of  God  in  the  ftyle  which  the 
prophets  ufed  to  preach,  as  not  fpeaking  their  own 
words,  but  the  words  of  another ;  and  ufed  to  fpeak 
in  fuch  a  ftyie  as  this,  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  but 
Chrift,  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  this,  “  I  fay  unto  you,”  thus 
or  thus  ;  “  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you.”  He  deli¬ 
vered  his  doctrines,  not  only  as  the  doctrines  of  God 
the  Father,  but  as  his  own  doctrines.  He  pave  forth 
his  commands,  not  as  the  prophets  were  wont  to  do,  as 
God’s  commands,  but  as  his  own  commands.  He  fpake 
in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  this,  “This  is  my  commandment John 
xv.  12.  “  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatfoever  I  com- 
“  mand  you,”  ibid.  14. 

(2.)  Another  thing  that  Chrift  was  employed  in  du¬ 
ring  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  was  working  miracles* 
Concerning  which  we  mayobferve  feveral  things. 
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Their  multitude .  Belides  particular  inftances,  we  of¬ 
ten  have  an  account  of  multitudes  coming  at  once  with 
difeales,  and  his  healing  them. 

They  were  works  of  mercy .  In  them  was  difplayed 
not  only  his  infinite  power  and  greatnefs,  but  his  infi¬ 
nite  mercy  andgoodnefs.  He  went  about  doing  good, 
healing  the  lick,  reftoring  fight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to 
the  deaf,  and  the  proper  ufe  of  their  limbs  to  the  lame 
and  halt ;  feeding  the  hungry,  cleanfing  the  leprous, 
and  railing  the  dead. 

They  were  almoft  all  of  them  fuch  as  had  been  fpoken 
of  as  the  peculiar  works  of  God ,  in  the  Old  Teftament* 
So  with  refpedi  to  hilling  the  fea,  Pfal.  cvii.  29.  “  He 
“  maketh  the  ftorm  a  calm,  fo  that  the  waves  thereof 
“  are  ftilh”  So  as  to  walking  on  the  fea  in  a  ftorm : 
Job  ix.  8.  “  Which  alone  —  treadeth  upon  the  waves 
“  of  the  fea.”  So  as  to  calling  out  devils  :  Pfal.  lxxiv. 
34.  “  Thou  breakell  the  heads  of  leviathan  in  pieces.” 
So  as  to  feeding  a  multitude  in  a  wildernefs  :  Beut.  viii. 
16.  “  Who  fed  thee  in  the  wildernefs  with  manna  ”  So 
as  to  telling  man’s  thoughts:  Amos  iv.  13.  “  Lo,  he 
“  that  —  declareth  unto  man  what  is  his  thought  — 
<c  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofts  is  his  name  ”  So  as  to 
railing  the  dead:  Pfal.  Ixviii.  20.  “  Unto  God  the  Lord 
4(  belong  the  iffues  from  death.”  So  as  to  opening  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  :  Pfal.  cxivi.  8.  “  The  Lord  openetfi 
“  the  eyes  of  the  blind.”  So  as  to  healing  the  lick: 
Pfal.  ciii.  3.  “  Whohealeth  all  thy  difeafes.”  So  as  to 
lifting  up  thofe  who  are  bowed  together  :  Pial.  cxivi. 
8.  “The  Lord  raifeth  them  that  are  bowed  down.” 

They  were  in  general  fuch  works  as  were  images  of 
the  great  work  which  he  came  to  work  on  man's  heart  \  re- 
prefenting  that  inward,  fpi ritual  cleanfing,  healing,  re¬ 
novation,  and  relurrection,  which  all  his  redeemed  are 
the  fubjeefs  of. 

He  wrought  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fhowy  that  he 
did  them  by  his  own  power ,  and  not  by  the  J  ower  oj  an¬ 
other  ,  as  the  other  prophets  did.  I  hey  were  wont  to 
work  all  their  miracles  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  but 
Chrift  wrought  in  his  own  name.  Mofes  was  forbidden 

O 

to  enter  into  Canaan,  becaufe  he  feemed  by  his  fpeech 
to  aftume  the  honour  of  working  only  one  miracle  to 

himfelf.  Nor  did  Chrift  work  miracles  as  the  apoftles 

did. 
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did,  who  wrought  them  all  in  the  name  of  Chrift ;  but 
he  wrought  them  in  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
authority  and  will  :  Thus,  faith  he,  “  I  will  be  thou 
“  clean,”  Matth.  viii.  3.  And  in  the  fame  (train  he 
put  the  queftion,  “  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do 
“  this  Matth.  ix.  28. 

(3.)  Another  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  the  courfe  of 
his  miniftry,  was  to  call  his  difciples.  He  called  many 
difciples.  There  were  many  that  he  employed  as  mi- 
nifters  ;  he  fent  feventy  difciples  at  one  time  in  this 
work  :  but  there  were  twelve  that  he  fet  apart  as  apo- 
ftles,  who  were  the  grand  minifters  of  his  kingdom* 
and  as  it  were  the  twelve  foundations  of  his  church. 
See  Ptev.  xxi.  14.  Thefe  were  the  main  inftruments  of 
Petting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  therefore  (hall 
fit  on  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  If- 
rael. 

4.  I  would  obferve  how  he  finifhed  his  miniftry.  And 
this  was, 

(1.)  In  giving  his  dying  counfels  to  his  difciples,  and 
all  that  fhould  be  his  difcipl  es,  which  we  have  recorded 
particularly  in  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  chapters  of 
John’s  gofpel. 

(2.)  In  inftituting  a  folemn  memorial  of  his  death. 
This  he  did  in  inftituting  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s 
fupper,  wherein  we  have  a  reprefentation  of  his  body 
broken,  and  of  his  blood  (hed. 

(3.)  In.  offering  up  himfelf,  as  God’s  high  pried,  a 
facrihce  to  God,  which  he  did  in  his  laid  fufferings. 
This .  aft  he  did  as  God’s  minifter,  as  God’s  anointed 
pried  ;  and  it  was  the  greateft  aft  of  his  public  miniftry* 
the  greateit  aft  of  his  obedience,  by  which  he  purchafed 
heaven  for  believers.  The  priefts  of  old  uied  to  do 
many  other  things  as  God’s  minifters;  but  then  were 
they  in  the  higheft  execution  of  their  office  when  they 
were  actually  offering  facrifice  on  the  altar.  So  the 
greateft  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  the  execution  of  his 
prieftly  office,  and  the  greateft  thing  that  he  ever  did, 
and  the  greateft  thing  that  ever  was  done,  was  the  of¬ 
fering  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God.  Herein  he  was 
the  antetype  of  all  that  had  been  done  by  all  the  priefts, 
and  in  ail  their  facrifices  and  offerings,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world. 

B  b 
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III.  The  third  diftribution  of  the  a£ls  by  which 
Chri ft  purchafed  redemption,  regards  the  virtues  that 
Chriji  exercifed  and  rnanifejled  in  them.  And  here  I 
would  obferve,  that  Chrift  in  doing  the  work  that  he 
had  to  do  here  in  the  world  for  our  redemption,  exer¬ 
cifed  every  poffible  virtue  and  grace.  Indeed  there  are 
home  particular  virtues  that  finful  man  may  have,  that 
were  not  in  Ohrid:  *,  not  from  any  want  or  defeat  of 
virtue,  but  becaufe  his  virtue  was  perfect  and  without 
defeat.  Such  is  the  virtue  of  repentance,  and  broken- 
nefs  of  heart  for  fin,  and  mortification,  and  denying  of 
lull:.  Thofe  virtues  were  not  in  Ohrid,  becaufe  he  had 
no  fin  of  his  own  to  repent  of,  nor  any  luff  to  deny. 
But  all  virtues  which  do  not  prefuppofe  fin,  were  in 
him,  and  that  in  a  higher  degree  than  ever  they  were 
in  any  other  man,  or  any  mere  creature.  Every  virtue 
in  him  was  perfect,  Virtue  itfelf  was  greater  in  him 
than  in  any  other  }  and  it  was  under  greater  advanta¬ 
ges  to  fliine  in  him  than  in  any  other.  Strict  virtue 
ihines  moft  when  moft  tried  :  but  never  any  virtue  had 
fuch  trials  as  Chrift’s  had. 

The  virtue  that  Chrift  exercifed  in  the  work  he  did, 
may  be  divided  into  three  forts,  viz.  the  virtues  which 
more  immediately  refpecc  God,  thofe  which  immediate¬ 
ly  refpecf  himfelf,  and  thofe  which  immediately  refpecf 
*  men. 

i .  Thofe  virtues  which  more  immediately  refpeR  Cod3 
appeared  in  Chrift  in  the  work  that  he  did  for  our  re¬ 
demption.  There  appeared  in  him  an  holy  fear  and 
reverence  towards  God  the  Father.  Chrift  had  a  great¬ 
er  trial  of  his  virtue  in  this  refpecf  than  any  other  had, 
from  the  honourablent  fs  of  Ids  perfon.  '1  his  was  the 
temptation  of  the  angels  that  fell,  to  caft  off  their  wor- 
fhip  of  God,  and  reverence  of  his  majefty,  that  they 
were  beings  of  fuch  exalted  dignity  and  worthinefs 
themfelves.  But  Chrift  was  infinitely  more  worthy  and 
honourable  than  they  ;  for  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
and  his  perfon  was  equal  to  the  perfon  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  :  and  yet,  as  he  had  taken  on  him  the  office  of  me¬ 
diator,  and  the  nature  of  man,  he  was  full  of  reverence 
towards  God.  He  adored  him  in  the  moft  reverential 
manner  time  after  time.  So  he  manifefted  a  wonderful 
love  towards  God.  The  angels  give  great  teilimonies 
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of  their  love  towards  God,  in  their  conftancy  and  agi¬ 
lity  in  doing  the  will  of  God  ;  and  many  faints  hav  e 
given  great  teftimonies  of  their  love,  who,  from .  love 
to  God,  have  endured  great  labours  and  fuffe rings  : 
hut  none  ever  gave  fuch  teftimonies  of  love  to  God  as 
Chrift  has  given  ;  none  ever  performed  fuch  a  labour 
of  love  as  he,  and  differed  fo  much  from  love  to  God. 
So  he  manifefted  the  1110ft  wonderful  lubmifiion  to  the 
will  of  God  Never  was  any  one’s  fubmiffion  fo  tried 
as  his  was.  So  he  manifefted  the  moil  wonderful  fpirit 
of  obedience  that  ever  was  manifefted. 

2.  In  this  work  he  moft  wonderfully  manifefted  thofe 
virtues  'which  more  immediately  refpecled  himfelf  \  as  par¬ 
ticularly  humility,  patience,  and  contempt  of  the  world. 
Chrift,  though  he  was  the  moft  excellent  and  honour¬ 
able  of  all  men,  yet  was  the  moft  humble  ;  yea,  he  was 
the  moft  humble  of  all  creatures.  No  angel  or  man  e- 
ver  equalled  him  in  humility,  though  he  was  the  high- 
eft  of  all  creatures  in  dignity  and  honourablenels. 
Chrift  would  have  been  under  the  greateft  temptations 
to  pride,  if  it  had  been  poftibie  tor  any  thing  to  be  a 
temptation  to  him.  The  temptation  of  the  angels  that 
fell  was  the  dignity  of  their  nature,  and  the  honour- 
ablenefs  of  their  circumftances ;  but  Chrift  was  infinite¬ 
ly  more  honourable  than  they.  The  human  nature  ot 
Chrift  was  fo  honoured  as  to  be  in  the  fame  perfon  with 
the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  was  equal  with  God  ;  and 
yet  that  human  nature  was  not  at  all  lilted  up  with 
pride.  Nor  was  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  at  all  lifted  up 
with  pride  with  all  thole  wonderful  works  which  he 
wrought,  of  healing  the  fick,  curing  the  blind,  lame, 
and  maimed,  and  railing  the  dead.  And  though  he 
knew  that  God  had  appointed  him  to  be  the  king  over 
heaven  and  earth,  angels  and  men,  as  he  lays,  IVIattli. 
xi.  27.  “  All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my  ra~ 
t(  ther;”  though  he  knew  he  was  fuch  an  infinitely  ho¬ 
nourable  perl  on,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  e- 
qual  with  God  ;  and  though  he  knew  he  was  the  heir 
of  God  the  Father’s  kingdom :  yet  fuch  was  his  humi¬ 
lity,  that  he  did  not  difdain  to  be  abafed  and  deprefifed 
down  into  lower  and  viler  circumftances  and  fuflerings 
than  ever  any  other  elect  creature  was  *,  fo  that  he  be¬ 
came  lead  of  all,  and  lowed  of  all.  The  proper  trial 
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and  evidence  of  humility,  is  hooping  or  complying  with 
thofe  a&s  or  circumftances,  when  called  to  it,  which 
are  very  low,  and  contain  great  abafement.  But  none 
ever  hooped  fo  low  as  Chrih,  if  we  confide?  either  the 
infinite  height  that  he  hooped  from,  or  the  great  depth 
to  which  he  hooped.  Such  was  his  humility,  that  though 
he  knew  his  infinite  worthinefs  of  honour,  and  of  be¬ 
ing  nonoured  ten  thoufand  times  as  much  as  the  higheh 
prince  on  earth,  or  angel  in  heaven  ;  yet  he  did  not  think 
it  too  much  when  called  to  it,  to  be  bound  as  a  curfed 
malefa&or,  and  to  become  the  laughing-hock  and  fpit- 
ting-hock  of  the  vileh  of  men,  and  to  be  crowned  with 
thorns,  and  to  have  a  mock  robe  put  upon  him,  and 
to  be  crucified  like  a  have  and  malefactor,  and  as  one 
of  the  mean  eh  and  worff  of  vagabonds  and  mifcreants, 
and  an  accurfed  enemy  of  God  and  men,  who  was  not 
fit  to  live  on  the  earth ;  and  this  not  for  himfelf,  but 
for  iome  of  the  meaneh  and  vileh  of  creatures,  fome 
of  thofe  accurfed  wretches  that  crucified  him.  Was 
not  this  a  wonderful  manifehation  of  humility,  when 

he  chearfully  and  moh  freely  fubmitted  to  this  abafe¬ 
ment  ? 

And  how  did  his  patience  fhine  forth  under  all  the 
terrible  fuflerings  which  he  endured,  when  he  was 
dumb,  and  opened  not  his  mouth,  but  went  as  a  lamb 
to  the  flaugnter,  and  was  like  a  patient  lamb  under  all 
the  fufferings  he  endured  from  firh  to  lah. 

And  what  contempt  of  the  glory  of  this  world  was 
there,  when  he  rather  chofe  this  contempt,  and  meanr 
nels,  and  fufFering,  than  to  wear  a  temporal  crown, 
and  be  invefled  with  the  external  glories  of  an  earthly 
prince,  as  the  multitude  often  folicked  him  ? 

3.  Chrift,  in  the  work  which  he  wrought  out,  in  a 
wonder!  ul  manner  exercifed  thole  virtues  'which  more 
immediately  refpcbl  other  men.  And  thefe  may  be  fuim 
med  up  under  two  heads,  viz.  meeknefs,  and  love.  \ 

ChrifPs  meeknefs  was  his  humble  caimnefs  of  fpirit 
under  the  provocations  that  he  met  with.  None  ever 
met  with  fo  great  provocations  as  he  did.  The  great* 
nefs  of  provocation  lies  in  two  things,  viz.  in  the  de¬ 
gree  of  opposition  by  which  the  provocation  is  given; 
and,  fecondiy,  in  the  degree  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
that  oppohtiop,  or  in  its  being  very  caufelefs,  and  with¬ 
out 
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ut  reafon,  and  the  great  degree  of  obligation  to  the  con- 
•ary.  Now,  if  we  confider  both  thefe  things,  no  man 
irer  met  with  fuch  provocations  as  Chrift  did,  when 
e  was  upon  earth.  If  we  confider  how  much  he  was 
ated,  what  abufes  he  fuffered  from  the  vileft  of  men, 
ow  great  his  fufferings  from  men  were,  and  how 
nteful  and  how  contemptuous  they  were,  in  offering 
im  thefe  abufes  ;  and  alfo  confider  how  caufelefs  and 
nreafonable  thefe  abufes  were,  how  undeferving  he 
ras  of  them,  and  how  much  deferving  of  the  contrary, 
iz.  of  love,  and  honour,  and  good  treatment  at  their 
ands  :  I  fay,  if  we  confider  thefe  things,  no  man  ever 
let  with  a  thojufandth  part  of  the  provocation  that 
thrift  met  with  from  men  :  and  yet  how  meek  was  he 
nder  all !  how  compofed  and  quiet  his  fpirit  !  how  far 
ram  being  in  a  ruffle  and  tumult  !  When  he  was  re- 
iled,  he  reviled  not  again  ;  and  as  a  fheep  before  her 
liearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.  No  ap¬ 
pearance  was  there  of  a  revengeful  fpirit :  on  the  con- 
rary,  what  a  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  did  he  exhibit !  fo 
hat  he  fervently  and  effectually  prayed  for  their  for- 
;ivenefs,  when  they  were  in  the  higheft  aCt  of  provoca- 
ion  that  ever  they  perpetrated,  viz.  nailing  him  to  the 
rofs  :  Luke  xxiii.  34.  “  Lather,  forgive  them  ;  for 
£  they  know  not  what  they  do.” 

And  never  did  there  appear  fuch  an  inftance  of  love 
o  men.  Chrift’s  love  to  men  that  he  fhowed  when  on 
arth,  and  efpecially  in  going  through  his  laft  fuffer- 
ngs,  and  offering  up  his  life  and  foul  under  thofe  fuf- 
brings,  which  was  his  greateft  aCt  of  love,  was  far  be¬ 
yond  all  parallel.  There  have  been  very  remarkable 
nanifeftations  of  love  in  fome  of  the  faints,  as  in  the 
Apoftle  Paul,  the  Apoftle  John,  and  others  :  but  the 
ove  to  men  that  Chrift  fhowed  when  on  earth,  as  much 
exceeded  the  love  of  all  other  men,  as  the  ocean  exceeds 
1  fmall  ftream. 

And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  all  the  virtues  which 
ippeared  in  Chrift  fhone  brighteft  in  the  clofe  of  his 
.ife,  under  the  trials  he  met  with  then.  Eminent  vir¬ 
tue  always  Ihows  brighteft  in  the  fire.  Pure  gold  fhows 
its  purity  chiefly  in  the  furnace.  It  was  chiefly  under 
thofe  trials  which  Chrift  underwent  in  the  clofe  of  his 
'ife,  that  his  love  to  God,  his  honour  of  God’s  majefty, 

and 
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and  his  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  law,  and  his  fpirit 
of  obedience,  and  his  humility,  and  contempt  of  the 
world,  and  his  patience,  and  his  ineeknefs,  and  his 
fpirit  of  forgivenefs  towards  men,  appeared.  Indeed  e- 
very  thing  that  Chrift  did  to  work  out  redemption  for 
us  appears  mainly  in  the  clofe  of  his  life.  Here  mainly 
is  his  latisfa&ion  for  fin,  and  here  chiefly  is  his  merit 
of  eternal  life  for  linners,  and  here  chiefly  appears  the 
brightnefs  of  his  example,  which  he  hath  let  us  to  fol¬ 
low. 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  brief  view  of  the  things 
whereby  the  purchafe  of  redemption  was  made  with 

reipecf  to  his  right eoufnefs  that  appeared  in  them. - -I 

proceed  now, 

§  II.  To  take  a  view  of  them  with  refpeft  to  the  fat  if- 
faction  that  he  thereby  made  for  fin,  or  the  fufferings 
and  humiliation  that  he  was  the  fubject  of  in  them  on 
our  account.  And  here, 

I.  He  was  fubjecl  to  uncommon  humiliation  and  fuf¬ 
ferings  in  his  infancy.  He  was  born  to  that  end  that 
he  might  die  ;  and  therefore  he  did  as  it  were  begin  to 
die  as  foon  as  he  was  born.  His  mother  fuffered  in  an 
uncommon  manner  in  bearing  him.  When  her  travail 
came  upon  her,  it  is  laid,  “  there  was  no  room  in  the 
<c  inn,”  Luke  ii.  7.  She  was  forced  to  betake  herfelf 
to  a  ftable ;  and  therefore  Chrift  was  born  in  the  place 
of  the  bringing  forth  of  beafts.  Thus  he  fuffered  in 
his  birth,  as  though  he  had  been  meaner  and  viler  than 
a  man,  and  not  poffelfed  of  the  dignity  of  the  human 
nature,  but  had  been  of  the  rank  of  the  brute  crea¬ 
tures.  And  we  may  conclude,  that  his  mother’s  cir- 
cumftances  in  other  refpects  were  proportionally  ftrait 
and  difficult,  and  that  fhe  was  deflitute  of  the  conve- 
niencies  neceffary  for  fo  young  an  infant  which  others 
were  wont  to  have  ;  for  want  of  which  the  new-born 
babe  without  doubt  fuffered  much. 

And  belides,  he  was  perfecuted  in  his  infancy.  They 
began  to  feek  his  life  as  foon  as  he  was  born.  Herod, 
the  chief  man  of  the  land,  was  fo  engaged  to  kill  him, 
that,  in  order  to  it,  he  killed  all  the  children  in  Beth¬ 
lehem,  and  in  all  the  coafls  thereof,  from  two  years 
old  and  under.  And  Chrift  fuffered  banifhmenr  in  his 
infancy,  was  driven  out  of  his  native  country  into  E- 
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Typt,  and  without  doubt  fufFered  much  by  being  car- 
'ied  fo  long  a  journey,  when  he  was  fo  young,  into  a 
frange  country. 

II.  Chrift  was  fubjetft  to  great  humiliation  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  life  at  Nazareth.  He  there  led  a  fervile  obfcure 
ife,  in  a  mean  laborious  occupation  :  for  he  is  called 
lot  only  the  carpenter's  fony  but  the  carpenter  :  Mark 
f\.  3.  “  Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  brother  of  James 

and  Jofes,  and  Juda,  and  Simon?”  He,  by  hard 
abour,  earned  his  bread  before  he  ate  it,  and  lo  fuf- 
:eredthat  curfe  which  God  pronounced  on  Adam,  Gen. 
ii.  13.  u  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  lhalt  thou  eat  bread.” 
Let  us  confider  how  great  a  degree  of  humiliation  the 
glorious  Son  of  God,  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth, 
tvas  fubjeft  to  in  this,  that  for  about  thirty  years  he 
[hould  live  a  private  obfcure  life  among  labouring  men, 
md  all  this  while  be  overlooked,  and  not  taken  notice 
af  in  the  world,  as  more  than  other  common  labourers. 
Chrift’s  humiliation  in  lome  refpe<fts  was  greater  in  pri¬ 
vate  life  than  in  the  time  of  his  public  miniftry.  There 
were  many  manifeftations  of  his  glory  in  the  word  he 
preached,  and  the  great  miracles  he  wrought  :  but  the 
brft  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  fpent  among  mean  ordi¬ 
nary  men,  as  it  were  in  filence,  without  thofe  manife- 
tations  of  his  glory,  or  any  thing  to  make  him  to  be 
taken  notice  of  more  than  any  ordinary  mechanic,  but 
only  the  fpotlefs  purity  and  eminent  holinefs  of  his  life; 
and  that  was  in  a  great  meafure  hid  in  obfeurity ;  fo 
that  he  was  little  taken  notice  of  till  after  his  baptifm. 

III.  Chrift  was  the  fubje<ft  of  great  humiliation  and 
fullering  during  his  public  life,  from  his  baptifm  till  the 
night  wherein  he  was  betrayed.  As  particularly, 

1.  He  fuffered  great  poverty,  fo  that  he  had  not 
€i  whereto  lay  his  head,”  Matth.  viii.  20.;  and  com¬ 
monly  ufed  to  lodge  abroad  in  the  open  air,  for  want 
of  a  fhelter  to  betake  himfelf  to  ;  as  you  will  fee  is  ma- 
nifeft,  if  you  compare  the  following  places  together, 
which  I  fliall  but  name  to  you,  even  Matth.  viii.  20. 
and  John  xviii.  1.2.  and  Luke  xxi.  37.  and  ch.  xxii. 
39.  So  that  what  was  fpoken  of  Chrift  in  Cant.  v.  2. 
c<  My  head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the 
“  drops  of  the  night,”  was  literally  fulfilled.  And 
through  his  poverty  he  doubtlefs  was  often  pinched 
with  hunger,  and  third,  and  cold.  We  read,  Matth. 

iv. 
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iv.  2.  that  he  was  an  hungred  :  and  fo  again  in  Matth. 
xxi.  1 8.  His  mother  and  natural  relations  were  poor, 
and  not  able  to  help  him  ;  and  he  was  maintained  by 
the  charity  of  fome  of  his  difciples  while  he  lived.  So 
we  read  in  Luke  viii.  at  the  beginning,  of  certain  wo¬ 
men  that  followed  him,  and  miniftered  to  him  of  their 
iubftance.  He  was  fo  poor,  that  he  was  not  able  to 
pay  the  tribute  that  was  demanded  of  him,  without  the 
miraculous  coming  of  a  fiih  to  bring  him  the  money 
out  of  the  fea  in  his  mouth.  See  Matth.  xvii.  27.  And 
when  he  ate  his  laff  paffover,  it  was  not  at  his  own  charge, 
but  at  the  charge  of  another,  as  appears  by  Luke  xxii. 
7.  &c.  And  from  his  poverty  he  had  no  grave  of  his 
own  to  be  buried  in.  It  was  the  manner  of  the  Jews, 
unlefs  they  were  very  poor,  and  were  not  able,  to  pre¬ 
pare  themfelves  a  fepulchre  while  they  lived.  But 
Ohrid  had  no  land  of  his  own,  though  he  was  poffeffor 
of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  therefore  was  buried  by  Jo- 
feph  of  Arimathea’s  charity,  and  in  his  tomb,  which 
he  had  prepared  for  himfelf. 

2  He  differed  great  hatred  and  reproach.  He  was 
defpifed  and  rejected  of  men.  He  was  by  moft  eiteem- 
ed  a  poor  inlignificant  perfon  *,  one  of  little  account, 
flighted  for  his  low  parentage,  and  his  mean  city  Na¬ 
zareth.  He  was  reproached  as  a  glutton  and  drunkard* 
a  friend  of  publicans  and  tinners  ;  was  called  a  deceiver 
of  the  people  *,  fometimes  was  called  a  madman,  and  a 
Samaritan,  and  one  poffeffed  with  a  devif  John  vii.  20. 
and  viii.  48.  and  x.  20.  He  was  called  a  blafphemer, 
and  was  accounted  by  many  a  wizzard,  or  one  that 
wrought  miracles  by  the  black  art,  and  by  communica¬ 
tion  with  Beelzebub.  They  excommunicated  him,  and 
agreed  to  excommunicate  any  man  that  ihould  own 
him,  as,  John  ix.  22.  They  wifhed  him  dead,  and 
were  continually  feeking  to  murder  him  ;  fometimes  by 
force,  and  fometimes  by  craft.  They  often  took  up 
ftones  to  ftone  him,  and  once  led  him  to  the  brow  of  a 
hill,  intending  to  throw  him  down  the  precipice,  to 
dafh  him  in  pieces  againlf  the  rocks. 

He  was  thus  hated  and  reproached  by  his  own  vihble 
people:  John  i.  11.  ic  He  came  to  his  own,  and  his 
“  own  received  him  not.”  And  he  was  principally  de¬ 
fpifed  and  hated  by  thole  who  were  in  chief  repute,  and 

were  their  greateft  men.  And  the  hatred  wherewith 
°  he 
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he  was  hated  was  general.  Into  whatever  part  of  the 
land  he  went,  he  met  with  hatred  and  contempt.  He 
met  with  thefe  in  Capernaum,  and  when  he  went  to  Je¬ 
richo,  when  he  went  to  Jerusalem,  which  was  the  holy 
city,  when  he  went  to  the  temple  to  worfhip,  and  alfo  in 
Nazareth,  his  own  city,  and  among  his  own  relations, 
and  his  old  neighbours. 

3.  He  fuffered  the  bufferings  of  Satan  in  an  uncommon 
manner.  We  read  of  one  time  in  particular,  when  he 
had  a  long  conffi£l  with  the  devil,  when  he  was  in  the 
wildernefs  forty  days,  with  nothing  but  wild  beafts  and 
devils ;  and  was  fo  expofed  to  the  devil’s  power,  that 
he  was  bodily  carried  about  by  him  from  place  to  place, 
while  he  was  otherwife  in  a  very  fuffering  hate. 

And  fo  much  for  the  humiliation  and  fuffering  of 
Chriff’s  public  life  from  his  baptifm  to  the  night  where¬ 
in  he  was  betrayed. 

IV.  1  come  now  to  his  laff  humiliation  and  bufferings, 
from  the  evening  of  the  night  wherein  he  Avas  betrayed 
to  his  refurredtion.  And  here  was  his  greateft  humi¬ 
liation  and  fuffering,  by  which  principally  he  made  fa- 
tisf action  to  the  jufficc  of  God  for  the  fins  of  men. 
Firft,  his  life  was  fold  by  one  of  his  own  difciples  for 
thirty  pieces  of  fflver,  which  was  the  price  of  the  life 
of  a  fervant,  as  you  may  fee  in  Exod.  xxi.  32.  Then 
he  was  in  that  dreadful  agony  in  the  garden.  There 
came  fuch  a  difmal  gloom  upon  his  foul,  that  he  began 
to  be  forrowful  and  very  heavy,  and  faid,  his  “  foul 
(C  was  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death,  and  was 
<c  fore  amazed.”  So  violent  was  the  agony  ol  his 
foul,  as  to  force  the  blood  through  the  pores  of  his 
fkin ;  fo  that  while  his  foul  was  overwhelmed  with 
amazing  forrow,  his  body  was  all  clotted  with  blood. 
The  difciples,  who  ufed  to  be  as  his  friends  and 
family,  at  this  time  above  all  appeared  cold  towards 
him,  and  unconcerned  for  him,  at  the  fame  time  that 
his  Father’s  face  was  hid  from  him.  Judas,  to  whom 
Chriff  had  been  fo  very  merciful,  and  treated  as  one  of 
his  family  or  familiar  friends,  coifies  and  betrays  him 
in  the  moft  deceitful,  treacherous  manner.  The  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  apprehend  and  bind  him  •,  his  difciples, 
for  fake  him,  and  flee ;  his  own  bed:  friends  do  not 
flanci  by  him  to  comfort  him  in  this  time  of  his  diffrefs. 
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He  is  led  away  as  a  malefaftor  to  appear  before  the 
priefts  and  feribes,  his  venomous,  mortal  enemies,  that 
they  might  fit  as  his  judges,  who  fat  up  all  night,  to 
have  the  pleafure  of  infulting  him,  now  they  had  got 
him  into  their  hands.  But  becaufe  they  aimed  at  no- 
thing  lliort  of  his  life,  they  fet  themfelves  to  find  fome 
colour  to  put  him  to  death,  and  feek  for  witnefTes  againft 
him.  When  none  appeared,  they  fet  fome  to  bear  falfe 
witnefs ;  and  when  their  witnefs  did  not  agree  toge¬ 
ther,  then  they  go  to  examining  him,  to  catch  fome- 
thing  out  of  his  own  mouth.  They  hoped  he  would 
fay,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  arid  then  they  thought 
they  fliould  have  enough.  But  becaufe  they  fee  they 
are  not  Like  to  obtain  it  without  it,  they  then  go  to 
force  him  to  fay  it,  by  adjuring  him,  in  the  name  of 
God,  to  fay  whether  he  was  or  not :  and  when  he  con- 
feiTed  that  lie  was,  then  they  fuppofed  they  had  enough  ; 
and  then  it  was  a  time  of  rejoicing  with  them,  which 
they  fhow,  by  falling  upon  Chrift,  and  fpitting  in  his 
face,  and  blindfolding  him,  and  finking  him  in  the  face 
with  the  palms  of  their  hands,  and  then  bidding 
him  prophefy  who  it  was  that  ftruck  him  ;  thus  ri¬ 
diculing  him  for  pretending  to  be  a  prophet.  And 
the  very  fervants  have  a  hand  in  the  fport :  Mark,  xiv. 
65.  “  And  the  fervants  did  flrike  him  with  the  palms 

of  their  hands.” 

During  the  fufferings  of  that  night,  Peter,  one  of 
the  chief  of  his  own  difeiples,  inftead  of  handing  by 
him  to  comfort  him,  appears  aihamed  to  own  him,  and 
denies  and  renounces  him  with  oaths  and  curies.  And 
after  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  had  ftnifhed  the  night 
in  fo  ihamefully  abufing  him,  when  the  morning  was 
come,  which  was  the  morning  of  the  moft  wonderful 
day  that  ever  was,  they  led  him  away  to  Pilate,  to  be 
condemned  to  death  by  him,  becaufe  they  had  not  the 
power  of  life  and  death  in  their  own  hands.  He  i§ 
brought  before  Pilate’s  judgement-feat,  and  there  the 
priefts  and  elders  accufe  him  as  a  traitor.  And  when 
Pilate,  upon  examining  into  the  matter,  declared  he 
found  no  fault  in  him,  the  Jews  were  but  the  more 
fierce  and  violent  to  have  him  condemned.  Upon 
which  Pilate,  after  clearing  him,  very  unjuftly  brings 
him  upon  a  fecond  trial ;  and  then  not  finding  any  thing 
againft  him,  acquits  him  again.  Pilate  treats  him  as  a 

poor 
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poor  worthlefs  fellow ;  but  is  afhamed  on  fo  little  pre¬ 
tence  to  condemn  him  as  a  traitor. 

And  then  he  was  fent  to  Herod  to  be  tried  by  him* 
and  was  brought  before  Herod’s  judgement-feat ;  and 
his  enemies  followed,  and  virulently  accufed  him  before 
Herod.  Herod  does  not  condemn  him  as  a  traitor,  or 
one  that  would  fet  up  for  a  king,  but  looks  upon  him 
as  Pilate  did,  as  a  poor  worthlels  creature,  not  worthy 
to  be  taken  notice  of,  and  does  but  make  a  mere  laugh 
of  the  Jews  acculing  him  as  a  dangerous  perfon  to  Cse- 
far,  as  one  that  was  in  danger  of  fetting  up  to  be  a  king 
againft  him  ;  and  therefore,  in  derifion,  drelfes  him  up 
in  a  mock  robe,  and  makes  fport  of  him,  and  fends 
him  back  through  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem  to  Pilate  with 
the  mock  robe  on. 

Then  the  Jews  prefer  Barabbas  before  him,  and  are 
inftant  and  violent  with  loud  voices  to  Pilate,  to  cruci¬ 
fy  him.  So  Pilate,  after  he  had  cleared  him  twice, 
and  Herod  once,  very  unrighteoufly  brings  him  on 
trial  the  third  time,  to  try  if  he  could  not  find  fome- 
thing  againft  him  fufticient  to  crucify  him.  Chrift  was 
ftripped  and  fcourged :  thus  he  gave  his  back  to  the 
fruiter.  After  that,  though  Pilate  hill  declared  that 
he  found  no  fault  in  him  ;  yet  fo  unjuft  was  he,  that 
for  fear  of  the  Jews  he  delivered  Chrift  to  be  crucified. 
But  before  they  execute  the  fentence,  his  fpiteful  and 
cruel  enemies  take  the  pleafure  of  another  lpcll  of 
mocking  him  ;  they  get  round  him,  and  make  a  fet  bu- 
finefs  of  it.  They  ftripped  him,  and  put  on  him  a 
Icarlet  robe,  and  a  reed  in  his  hand,  and  a  crown  of 
thorns  on  his  head.  Both  Jews  and  Roman  foldiers 
were  united  in  the  tranfadlion  they  bow  the  knee  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  in  derifion  cry,  u  Hail,  king  of  the  Jews.” 
They  fpit  upon  him  alfo,  and  take  the  reed  out  of  his 
hand,  and  finite  him  on  the  head.  After  this  they  led 
him  away  to  crucify  him,  and  made  him  carry  his  own 
crofs,  till  he  funk  under  it,  his  ftrength  being  fpent  j 
and  then  they  laid  it  on  one  Simon  a  Cyrenian. 

At  length,  being  come  to  Mount  Calvary,  they  exe¬ 
cute  the  lentence  which  Pilate  had  fo  unrighteoufly  pro¬ 
nounced.  They  nail  him  to  his  crofs  by  his  hands  and 
feet,  then  raife  it  erect,  and  fix  one  end  in  the  ground, 
he  being  full  fufpended  on  it  by  the  nails  which  pierced 
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his  hands  and  feet.  And  now  Chrift’s  fufferings  are 
come  to  the  extremity  :  now  the  cup,  which  he  fo  ear- 
ncftly  prayed  that  it  might  pafs  from  him,  is  come,  and 
he  muft,  he  does  drink  it.  In  thofe  days  crucifixion 
was  the  moil  tormenting  kind  of  death  by  which  any 
were  wont  to  be  executed.  There  was  no  death  where¬ 
in  the  perfon  expired  fo  much  of  mere  torment  :  and 
hence  the  Roman  word,  which  fignifies  torment ,  is  ta¬ 
ken  from  this  kind  of  death. - -  And  befides  what  our 

Lord  endured  in  this  excruciating  death  in  his  body,  he 
endured  vaftly  more  in  his  foul.  Now  was  that  travail 
of  his  foul,  of  which  we  read  in  the  prophet ;  now  it 
pleafed  Cod  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief; 
now  he  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,  as  in  If.  liii* 
And  if  the  mere  forethought  of  this  cup  made  him 
fweat  blood,  how  much  more  dreadful  and  excruciating 
muft  the  drinking  of  it  have  been  !  Many  martyrs  have 
endured  much  in  their  bodies,  while  their  fouls  have 
been  joyful,  and  have  fung  for  joy,  whereby  they  have 
been  fupported  under  the  fufferings  of  their  outward 
man,  and  have  triumphed  over  them.  Rut  this  was 
not  the  cafe  with  Chrift  ;  he  had  no  fuch  fupport  ;  but 
his  fufferings  were  chiefly  thofe  of  the  mind,  though 
the  other  were  extremely  great.  In  his  crucifixion 
Chrift  did  not  fweat  blood,  as  he  had  before,  becaufe 
his  blood  had  vent  otherwife,  and  not  becaufe  his  a- 
gonv  was  now  not  fo  great.  But  though  he  did  not 
fweat  blood,  yet  fuch  was  the  fuffering  of  his  foul,  that 
probably  it  rent  his  vitals  ;  as  feems  probable  by  this, 
that  when  his  fide  was  pierced,  there  came  forth  blood 
and  water.  And  fo  here  was  a  kind  of  literal  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  that  in  Pfal.  xxii.  14.  u  I  am  poured  out  like 
(e  water:  —  my  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is  melted  in  the 
<(  midftof  my  bowels.” 

Now  under  all  thefe  fufferings  the  Jews  fiill  mock 
him  :  and  waesfnm  their  heads  lay,  C{  'Thou  that  de- 
ftroyeft  the  temple,  and  buildeft  it  in  three  days,  fave 
“  thylelf:  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  come  down 
“  from  the  croft.”  And  even  the  chief  priefts,  feribes, 
and  elders,  joined  in  the  cry,  faying,  “  He  laved  o- 
titers,  himfeif  he  cannot  fave.”  And  probably  the 

devil  at  the  fame  time  tormented  him  to  the  utmoft  of 

his 
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Lis  power;  and  hence  it  is  faid,  Luke  xxii.^53.  “This  , 
:  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darknefs. 

Under  thefe  fufferings,  Chrift  having  cried  out  once 
nd  again  with  a  loud  voice,  at  laft  he  faid,  “  It  is  fimlh- 
<  ed,”  (John  xix.  30.),  “  and  bowed  the  head,  and 
£  „ave  up  the  ghoft.”  And  thus  was  finilhed  the 
rreateft  and  moft  wonderful  thing  that  ever  was  done, 
slow  the  angels  beheld  the  moll  wonderful  fight  that  e- 
rer  they  faw.  Now  was  accomplifhed  the  main  thing' 
hat  had  been  pointed  at  by  the  various  inftitutions  of 
he  ceremonial  law,  and  by  all  the  typical  difpeniation, 
md  by  all  the  facrifices  from  the  beginning  of  the 
»vorld. 

Chrift  being  thus  brought  under  the  power  ot  death, 
continued  under  it  till  the  morning  of  next  day  but 
me  ;  and  then  was  finilhed  that  great  work,  the  pur- 
chafe  of  our  redemption,  for  which  i'uch  great  prepa¬ 
ration  had  been  made  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
Then  was  finifhed  all  that  was  required  in  order  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  threatenings  of  the  law,  and  all  that  was  ne- 
ceflary  in  order  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  ;  then  the  ut- 
moft  that  vindictive  juftice  demanded,  even  the  whole 
debt  was  paid.  Then  was  finilhed  the  whole  of  the 
purchafe  of  eternal  life.  And  now  there  is  no  need  of 
any  thing  more  to  be  done  towards  a  purchafe  of  falva- 
tion  for  Turners  j  nor  has  ever  any  thing  been  done 
fince,  nor  will  any  thing  more  be  done  for  ever  and 

ever. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

IN  furveying  the  hiftory  of  redemption,  from  the 
fail  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world,  we  have  now 
Ihown  how  this  work  was  carried  on  through  the  two 
former  of  the  three  main  periods  into  which  this 
whole  fpace  of  time  was  divided,  viz.  from  the  fall  to 
the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  time  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  *,  and  have  particu¬ 
larly  explained  how  in  the  firft  of  thefe  periods  God 
prepared  the  way  for  Chrift’s  appearing  and  purchafing 
redemption  *  and  how,  in  the  fiecond  period,  that  pur¬ 
chafe  was  made  and  finilhed.  I  would  now  make  fome 

improvement 
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improvement  of  what  has  been  faid  on  both  thefe  fubie&s 
confidered  conjunaiy. - And  this  I  would  do, 

1.  In  an  ufe  of  reproof. 

2.  In  an  ufe  of  encouragement. 


S 


E 


T. 


I. 


I 


Begin  with  an  ufe  of  reproof;  a  reproof  of  three 

things: 

1.  Of  unbelief. 

2.  Of  felf-righteou  fnefs. 

3-  Of  a  carelefs  neglect  of  the  falvation  of  Chrift. 

I.  If  it  be  as  we  have  heard,  how  greatly  do  thefe 
things  reprove  thofe  who  do  not  believe  in,  but  reieft 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  !  i.  e.  all  thofe  who  do  not  hear¬ 
tily  leceive  him.  Ferlons  may  receive  him  in  profef- 
fion,  and  carry  well  outwardly  towards  him,  and  may 
wilh  that  they  had  fome  of  thofe  benefits  that  Chrift 
lias  purchafed,  and  yet  their  hearts  not  receive  Chrift  5 
they  may  be  hearty  in  nothing  that  they  do  towards 
Chrift  ;  they  may  have  no  high  efteem  of  Chrift,  nor 
any  fincere  honour  or  relpe£t  to  Chrift  ;  they  may  ne¬ 
ver  have  opened  the  door  of  their  heart  to  Chrift,  but 
have  kept  him  Ihut  out  all  their  days,  ever  fince  they 
iii  ft  heaid  of  Chrift,  and  his  falvation  has  been  offered 
to  them.  Though  their  hearts  have  been  opened  to 
others,  their  doors  have  been  flung  wide  open  to  them, 
and  they  have  had  free  admittance  at  all  times,  and  have 
been  ^menaced  and  made  much  of,  and  the  beft  room 
111  their  lieaits  has  been  given  them,  and  the  throne  of 
their  hearts  has  been  allowed  them  5  yet  Chrift  has  al¬ 
ways  been /hut  out,  and  they  have  been  deaf  to  all  his 
knocks  and  calls.  I  hey  never  could  find  an  inclination 

of  he  ait  to  icceive  him,  nor  would  they  ever  truft  in 
him. 

Let  me  now  call  upon  you  with  whom  it  is  thus,  to 
confid.  r  how  great  your  fin,  in  thus  rejecting  Jefus 
Chrift,  appears  to  be  from  thofe  things  that  have  been 
faid.  )  on  flight  the  glorious  perfon,  for  whofe  co¬ 
ming  God  made  inch  great  preparation  in  fucli  a  feries 
of  wonderful  providences  from  the  beginning  of  the 
World,  and  whom,  after  all  things  were  made  ready, 
God  lent  into  the  world,  bringing  to  pafs  a  thing  before 

tmkno^rn. 
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unknown,  viz.  the  union  of  the  divine  nature  with  the 
human  in  one  perfon.  You  have  been  guilty  of  flight¬ 
ing  that  great  Saviour,  who,  after  fuch  preparation,  ac¬ 
tually  accomplilhed  the  purcliafe  of  redemption  ;  and 
who,  after  he  had  fpent  three  or  four  and  thirty  years 
in  poverty,  labour,  and  contempt,  in  purchafing  re¬ 
demption,  at  laft  finilhed  the  purchafe  by  doling  his 
life  under  fuch  extreme  fufferings  as  you  have  heard  > 
and  fo  by  his  death,  and  continuing  for  a  time  under 
the  power  of  death,  completed  the  whole.  This  is  the 
perfon  you  rejedt  and  defpife.  You  make  light  of  all 
the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  of  all  the  glorious  love  of 
God  the  Father,  in  fending  him  into  the  world,  and  all 
his  wonderful  love  appearing  in  the  whole  of  this  affair. 
That  precious  hone  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion  for  a 
foundation  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  by  fuch  wonderful 
works  as  you  have  heard,  is  a  ftone  fet  at  nought  by 
you. 

Sinners  fometimes  are  ready  to  wonder  why  the  fin  of 
unbelief  fhoulcl  be  looked  upon  as  fuch  a  great  fin  : 
but  if  you  confider  what  you  have  heard,  how  can  you 
wonder  ?  If  it  be  fo,  that  this  Saviour  is  fo  great  a  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  this  work  fo  great  a  work,  and  fuch  great 
things  have  been  done  in  order  to  it,  truly  there  is  no 
caufe  of  wonder  that  the  fin  of  unbelief,  or  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  this  Saviour,  is  fpoken  of  in  feripture  as  fuch  a 
dreakful  fin,  fo  provoking  to  God,  and  what  brings 
greater  guilt  than  the  fins  of  the  worft  of  the  Heathen, 
who  never  heard  of  thofe  things,  nor  have  had  this  Sa¬ 
viour  offered  to  them. 

II.  What  has  been  laid,  affords  matter  of  reproof  to 
thofe  who,  inftead  of  believing  in  Chrift,  truft  inthem- 
felves  for  falvation.  It  is  a  common  thing  with  men  to 
take  it  upon  themfelves  to  purchafe  falvation  for  them- 
felves,  and  fo  to  do  that  great  work  which  Chrift  came 
into  the  world  to  do.  Are  there  none  fuch  here  who 
truft  in  their  prayers,  and  their  good  converfations, 
and  the  pains  they  take  in  religion,  and  the  reforma¬ 
tion  of  their  lives,  and  in  their  felf-denial,  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  God,  to  make  fome  atonement  for  their 
paft  fins,  and  to  draw  the  heart  of  God  to  them  ? 

Confider  three  things  : 

o 

1.  How  great  a  thing  that  is  which  you  take  upon 

r-Tc,;-.,  tjr  '  you. 
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you.  You  take  upon  you  to  do  the  work  of  the  great 
Saviour  of  the  world.  You  truft  in  your  own  doings 
to  appeafe  God  for  your  fins,  and  to  incline  the  heart 
of  God  to  you.  Though  you  are  poor,  worthlefs,  vile, 
polluted  worms  of  the  duft ;  yet  fo  arrogant  are  you, 
that  you  take  upon  you  that  very  work,  that  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God  did  when  upon  earth,  and  that  he 
became  man  to  capacitate  himfelf  for,  and  in  order  to 
which  God  fpent  four  thoufand  years  in  all  the  great 
difpenfations  of  his  providence  in  the  government  of 
the  world,  aiming  chiefly  at  this,  to  make  way  for 
Chrift’s  coming  to  do  this  work.  This  is  the  work  that 
you  take  upon  yourfelf,  and  foolifhly  think  yourfelf 
iu fife ient  for  it  ;  as  though  your  prayers,  and  other 
performances,  were  excellent  enough  for  this  purpofe. 
Confider  how  vain  is  the  thought  which  you  entertain 
of  yourfelf.  How  muff  fuch  arrogance  appear  in  the 
fight  of  Chrifl,  whom  it  coft  fo  much  to  make  a  pur- 
chafe  of  falvation,  when  it  was  not  to  be  obtained  even 
by  him,  fo  great  and  glorious  a  perfon,  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  his  wading  through  a  fea  of  blood,  and  palling 
through  the  midfl  of  the  furnace  of  God's  wrath.  And 
how  vain  mull:  your  arrogance  appear  in  the  light  of 
God,  when  he  fees  you  imagining  yourfelf  fulhcient, 
and  your  worthlefs,  polluted  performances  excellent 
enough  for  the  accomplilhing  of  that  work  of  his  own 
Son,  to  prepare  the  way  for  which  he  was  employed  in 
ordering  all  the  great  affairs  of  the  world  for  fo  many 
ages  ! 


2-  If  there  be  ground  for  you  to  truff,  as  you  do,  in 
vour  own  righteoufnefs,  then  all  that  Chrifl:  did  to  pur- 
chafe  falvation  when  on  earth,  and  alL  that  God  did 
from  the  firft  fall  of  man  to  that  time  to  prepare  the 
way  for  it,  is  in  vain.  Your  felf-righteoufnefs  charges 
God  with  the  greateft  folly,  as  though  he  has  done  all 
thinps  in  vain,  even  fo  much  in  vain,  that  he  has  done 
all  this  to  bring  about  an  accomplilhment  of  that  which 
you  alone,  a  little  worm,  with  your  poor  polluted 
prayers,  and  the  little  pains  you  take  in  religion,  min¬ 
gled  with  all  that  hypocrify  and  fllthinels,  are  fulhcient 
to  accomplilh  for  yourfelf  without  Chrift’s  help.  For 
if  you  can  appeafe  God’s  anger,  and  can  commend 
yourfelf  to  God  by  tliefe  means,  then  you  have  no 

need 
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need  of  Chrift  ;  but  he  is  dead  in  vain  :  Gal.  ii.  2 1 . 
“  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law,  then  Chrift  is  dead 

in  vain.” 

,  If  you  can  do  this  by  your  prayers  and  good  works, 
Chrift  might  have  fpared  his  pains  ;  he  might  have  fpa¬ 
red  his  blood  ;  he  might  have  kept  within  the  bofom  of 
his  Father,  without  coming  down  into  this  evil  world  to 
be  defpifed,  reproached,  and  perfecuted  to  death  ;  and 
God  needed  not  have  bulled  himfelf,  as  he  did  for  four 
thoufand  years  together,  caufing  fo  many  changes  in  the 
hate  of  the  world  all  that  while,  in  order  to  the  brings 
ing  about  that  which  you,  as  little  as  you  are,  can  ac- 
compliih  in  a  few  days,  only  with  the  trouble  of  a  lew 
fighs,  and  groans,  and  prayers,  and  fome  other  re¬ 
ligious  performances.  Confider  with  yourfelf  what 
greater  folly  could  you  have  devifed  to  charge  upon 
God  than  this,  to  do  all  thofe  things  before  and  after 
Chrift  came  into  the  world  fo  needlefsly  ;  when,  inlfead 
of  all  this,  he  might  only  have  called  you  forth,  and 
committed  the  bufinefs  to  you,  which  you  think  you 
can  do  fo  eafily. 

Alas  !  how  blind  are  natural  men  !  how  fottilh  are 
the  thoughts  they  have  of  things  !  and  efpecially  how 
vain  are  the  thoughts  which  they  have  of  themfelves  ! 
How  ignorant  of  their  own  littlenefs  and  pollution  ! 
How  do  they  exalt  themfelves  up  to  heaven  !  What 
great  things  do  they  affume  to  themfelves  ! 

3.  You  that  truft  to  your  own  righteoufnefs,  arro¬ 
gate  to  yourfelves  the  honour  of  the  greateft  thing  that 
ever  God  himfelf  did  ;  not  only  as  if  you  were  luliicient 
to  perform  divine  works,  and  to  accomplifh  fome  of 
the  great  works  of  God  *,  but  fuch  is  your  pride  and 
vanity,  that  you  are  not  content  without  taking  upon 
you  to  do  the  very  greateft  work  that  ever  God  himfelf 
wrought,  even  the  work  of  redemption.  Y ou  lee  by 
what  has  been  faid,  how  God  has  lubordinated  all  lift 
other  works  to  this  work  of  redemption.  You  fee  how 
God’s  works  of  providence  are  greater  than  his  works 
of  creation,  and  that  all  God’s  works  of  providence, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  generations  of  men,  were  in 
order  to  this,  to  make  way  for  the  purchaling  of  re¬ 
demption.  But  this  is  what  you  take  upon  yourfelf. 
To  take  on  yourfelf  to  work  out  redemption,  is  a 

1)  d  greater 
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greater  thing  than  if  you  had  taken  it  upon  you  to 
create  a  world.  Confider  with  yourfelf  what  a  figure 
you  a  poor  worm  would  make,  if  you  ihould  ferioufly 
go  about  to  create  finch  a  world  as  God  did,  ihould 
fiwell  in  your  own  conceit  of  yourfelf,  ihould  deck 
yourfelf  with  majeftv,  pretend  to  fipeak  the  word  of 
power,  and  call  an  univerfe  out  of  nothing,  intending 
to  go  on  in  order,  and  fay,  <c  Let  there  be  light  ;  Let 
cc  there  be  a  firmament,”  &c.  But  then  confider,  that 
in  attempting  to  work  out  redemption  yourfelf,  you  at¬ 
tempt  a  greater  thing  than  this,  and  are  ferious  in  it, 
and  will  not  be  beat  off  from  it  ;  but  drive  in  it,  and 
are  full  of  the  thought  of  yourfelf  that  you  are  fufti- 
cient  for  it,  and  always  big  with  hopes  of  accomplifti- 
ing  it. 

You  take  upon  you  to  do  the  very  greatefi:  and  mod 
difficult  part  of  this  work,  viz.  to  purchafe  redemp¬ 
tion.  thrift  can  accomplish  other  parts  of  this  work 
•without  coif,  without  any  trouble  and  difficulty  :  but 
this  part  colt  him  his  life,  as  well  as  innumerable  pains 
and  labours,  \vith  very  great  ignominy  and  contempt 
befides.  Yet  this  is  that  part  which  felf-righteous  per¬ 
sons  go  about  to  accomplish  for  themfelves.  If  all  the 
angels  in  heaven  had  been  fiifficient  for  this  tvork, 
would  God  have  fet  himfelf  to  effect  fuch  things  as 
he  did  in  order  to  it,  before  he  fent  his  Son  into  the 
world  ?  and  would  he  ever  have  fent  his  own  Son,  the 
great  Creator  and  God  of  the  angels,  into  the  world, 
to  have  done  and  fuffered  fitch  things  ? 

What  felf-righteous  perfons  take  to  themfelves,  is  the 
fame  work  that  Chrift  was  engaged  in  when  he  was  in 
his  agony  and  bloody  fweat,  and  when  he  died  on  the 
crofs,  which  was  the  greatefi:  thing  that  ever  the  eyes 
of  angels  beheld.  This,  as  great  as  it  is,  they  imagine 
they  can  do  the  fame  that  Chrift  accomplifhed  by  it. 
Their  felf-righteoufnefs  does  in  c  fie  ft  charge  Ch  rift’s 
offering  up  himfelf  in  thefe  fufi'erings,  as  the  greatefi:  in- 
fiance  of  folly  that  ever  men  or  angels  faw,  inftead  of 
being  the  moft  pIqHous  difplay  of  the  divine  wifdotn 
and  grace  that  ever  was  feen.  Yea,  felf-righteoufnefs 
makes  all  that  Chrift  did  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  and  all  that  he  faid  and  fuffered.  through  that 
whole  time,  and  his  incarnation  itfclf,  and  not  only  lo, 
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but  all  that  God  had  been  doing  in  the  great  diipenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  that  time,  as  all  nothing,  but  a  icene  of  the 
molt  wild,  and  extreme,  and  tranlcendent  folly. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  a  felf-righteous  fpirit  is  fo 
reprefented  in  fcripture,  and  fpoken  of,  as  that  which 
is  moil  fatal  to  the  fouls  of  men  ?  And  is  it  any  won¬ 
der,  that  Chrift:  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  being  fo 
provoked  with  the  Pharifees  and  others,  who  trufted  in 
themfelves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  were  proud  of 
their  goodnefs,  and  thought  that  their  own  perform¬ 
ances  were  a  valuable  price  of  God’s  favour  and  love 

Letperfons  hence  be  warned  againft  a  felf-righteous  fpi¬ 
rit.  You  that  are  feeking  your  falvation,  and  taking  pains 
in  religion,  take  heed  to  yourfelves  that -you  do  not  truft 
in  what  you  do  ;  that  you  do  not  harbour  any  fuch 
thoughts  *  that  God  now,  feeing  how  much  you  are  re¬ 
formed,  how  you  take  pains  in  religion,  and  how  you  are 
fometimes  affected,  will  be  pacified  towards  you  with  re- 
fpecl  to  your  fins,  and  on  account  of  it  will  not  be  io  an¬ 
gry  for  your  former  fins*,  and  that  you  fhall  gain  on  him 
by  fuch  things,  and  draw  his  heart  to  fhow  you  mercy  ; 
or  at  leaft  that  God  ought  to  accept  of  what  you  do,  lo 
as  to  be  inclined  by  it  in  fome  meafure  to  forgive  you, 
and  have  mercy  on  you.  If  you  entertain  this  thought^ 
that  God  is  obliged  to  do  it,  and  does  not  act  juftiy  if 
he  refufe  to  regard  your  prayers  and  pains,  and  fo 
quarrel  with  God,  and  complain  qI  him  for  not  do¬ 
ing,  this  fhows  what  your  opinion  is  of  your  own  righ- 
teoufnefs,  viz.  that  it  is  a  valuable  price  of  falvation, 
and  ought  to  be  accepted  of  God  as  fuch.  Such  com¬ 
plaining  of  God,  and  quarrelling  with  him,  for  not  ta¬ 
king  more  notice  of  your  rightcoufnefs,  plainly  fhows 
that  you  are  guilty  of  all  that  arrogance  that  has  been 
fpoken  of,  thinking  yourfelf  fufecient  to  offer  the  price 
of  your  own  falvation. 

III.  What  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  affords  mat¬ 
ter  of  reproof  to  tliofe  who  carelefsly  neglect  the  faiva- 
tion  of  Chrift  ;  fuch  as  live  a  fenlelefs  kind  of  life,  ne¬ 
glecting  the  bufinefs  of  religion  and  their  own  fouls  for 
the  prefent,  not  taking  any  courfe  to  get  an  intereft  in 
Chrift,  or  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered,  or  any  part 
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in  that  glorious  falvation  he  has  purchafed  by  that 
price,  but  rather  have  their  minds  taken  up  about  the 
gains  of  the  world,  or  about  the  vanities  and  pleafures 

youth,  and  lo  make  light  of  what  they  hear  from 
time  to  time  of  Chrift’s  falvation,  that  they  do  not  at 
prclcnt  lo  much  as  feek  after  it.  Let  me  here  apply 
mylelr  to  you  in  fome  expoftulatory  interrogations. 

i.  Shall  fo  many  prophets,  and  kings,  and  righteous 
men,  have  their  minds  fo  much  taken  up  with  the  pro- 
ipe<ft,  that  the  purchafe  of  falvation  was  to  be  wrought 
out  in  ages  long  after  their  death  ;  and  \yill  you  ne¬ 
glect  it  w  he  n  actually  accomplifhed  ?  You  have  heard 
what  great  account  the  church  in  all  ages  made  of  the 
future  redemption  of  Chrift  ;  how  joyfully  they  ex¬ 
pected  it,  how  they  fpoke  of  it,  how  they  ftudied  and 
iearchcd  into  thefe  things,  how  they  fung  joyful  fongs, 
and  had  their  hearts  greatly  engaged  about  it,  and  yet 
never  expected  to  fee  it  done,  and  did  not  expeft  that 
it  would  be  accomplilhed  till  many  ages  after  their 
death,  i  Pet.  i.  io.  11.  12.  How  much  did  Ifaiah  and 
Daniel,  and  other  prophets,  fpeak  concerning  this  re¬ 
demption  !  And  how  much  were  their  hearts  engaged, 
and  their  attention  and  ftudy  fixed  upon  it  !  How  was 
David’s  mind  taken  up  in  this  fubjeft !  He  declared 
that  it  was  all  his  falvation,  and  all  his  defire  ;  2  Sam. 
xxiii.  5.  How  did  he  employ  his  voice  and  harp  in  ce¬ 
lebrating  it,  and  the  glorious  difplay  of  divine  grace 
therein  exhibited  !  and  all  this  although  they  beheld  it 
not  as  yet  accomplilhed,  but  faw  that  it  was  to  be 

brought  to  pafs  fo  long  a  time  after  their  day. - And 

before  this,  how  did  Abraham  and  the  other  patriarchs 
rejoice  in  the  profpefl  of  Ch rift’s  day,  and  the  redemp¬ 
tion  which  he  was  to  purchafe  !  And  even  the  faints 
before  the  Hood  were  affe&ed  and  elated  in  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  this  glorious  event,  though  it  was  then  fo  long 
future,  and  it  was  fo  very  faintly  and  obfcurely  reveal¬ 
ed  to  them. 

How  thefe  things  are  declared  to  you  as  actually  ful¬ 
filled.  The  church  now  has  feen  accomplifhed  ail  thofe 
great  things  which  they  fo  joyfully  propheiled  of ;  and 
you  are  abundantly  fhown  how  thofe  things  were  ac¬ 
complilhed  :  Matth.  xiii.  17.  “  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
“  that  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  deiired 
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*c  to  fee  thofe  things  which  ye  fee,  and  have  not  feen  ; 

“  and  to  hear  thofe  things  which  ye  hear,  and  have 
<<  not  heard  them.”  And  yet,  when  thefe  things  are 
thus  abundantly  fct  before  you  as  already  accomplifh- 
ed,  how  do  you  flight  them !  How  light  do  you 
make  of  them  !  Iiow  little  are  they  taken  notice  of 
by  you  !  How  unconcerned  are  you  about  them,  fol¬ 
lowing  other  things,  and  not  fo  much  as  feeling  any 
intereft  in  them  !  Indeed  your  fin  is  extremely  aggra¬ 
vated  in  the  fight  of  God.  God  has  put  you  under 
great  advantages  for  your  eternal  falvation,  far  greater 
than  thofe  faints  of  old  enjoyed.  He  has  put  you  un¬ 
der  a  more  glorious  difpenfation  *,  has  given  you  a  more 
clear  revelation  of  Chrift  and  his  falvation  ;  and  yet  you 
neglect  all  thefe  advantages,  and  go  on  in  a  carelefs 
courfe  of  life,  as  though  nothing  had  been  done,  no 
fuch  propofals  and  offers  had  been  made  you. 

2.  Have  the  angels  been  fo  engaged  about  this  fal¬ 
vation  which  is  by  Chrift  ever  fince  the  fall  or  man, 
though  they  are  not  immediately  concerned  in  it,  and 
will  you  who  need  it,  and  have  it  offered  to  you,  be  fo 
carelefs  about  it  ?  You  have  heard  how  the  angels  at 
firft  were  fubjecfed  to  Chrift  as  mediator,  and  how  they 
have  all  along  been  miniftering  fpirits  to  him  in  this 
affair.  In  all  the  great  difpenfations  which  you  have 
heard  of  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  they  have 
been  active  and  as  a  flame  of  fire  in  this  affair,  being 
moft  diligently  employed  as  miniftering  fpirits  to  mini- 
fter  to  Chrift  in  this  great  affair  of  man’s  redemption. 
And  when  Chrift  came,  how  engaged  were  their  mind  ! 
They  came  to  Zacharias,  to  inform  him  of  the  coming 
of  Chrift’s  forerunner  :  They  came  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
to  inform  her  of  the  approaching  birth  ctf  Chrift  :  They 
came  to  Jofepli,  to  warn  him  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  the  new-born  Saviour,  and  to  point  out  to 
him  the  means  of  fafety.  And  how  were  their  minds 
engaged  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Chrift  !  The  whole 
multitude  of  the  heavenly  holds  fang  praifes  upon  the 
occafion,  faying,  u  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and 
u  on  earth  peace,  and  good  will  towards  men.”  And 
afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  they  miniftcred  to  Chrift 
when  on  earth  *,  they  did  fo  at  the  time  of  his  temptation, 
at  the  time  of  his  agony  in  the  garden,  at  his  refurrec- 
tion?  and  at  his  afcenfion.  All  thefe  things  Ihow,  that 
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tiiey  were  greatly  engaged  in  this  affair ;  and  the  fcrip- 
turc  informs  us,  that  they  pry  into  thefe  things  :  i  Pet, 
i.  12.  “  Which  things  the  angels  defire  to  look  into.’5 
And  how  are  they  reprefented  in  the  Revelation  as  be¬ 
ing  employed  in  heaven  in  ftnging  praifes  to  him  that 
fittetli  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  !  Now,  fhall 
thefe  take  fo  much  notice  of  this  redemption,  and  of 
the  ptirchafer,  who  need  it  not  for  themfelves,  and 
have  no  immediate  concern  or  interefl  in  it,  or  offer 
ot  i*  ;  and  will  you,  to  whom  it  is  offered,  and  who  are 
in  fuch  extreme  neceffity  of  it,  negieft  and  take  no  no¬ 
tice  of  it  ? 

3.  Wa s  it  worth  the  while  for  Chrift  to  labour  fo 
hard,  and  do  and  fuffer  fo  much  to  procure  this  falva- 
tion,  and  is  it  not  worth  the  while  for  you  to  be  at  fome 
labour  m  fceking  it  ?  Was  it  a  thing  of  fo  great  im¬ 
portance,  that  falvation  ihould  be  procured  for  linners, 
as  that  it  was  worthy  to  lie  with  fuch  weight  on  the 
mind  or  Chrift,  as  to  induce  him  to  become  man,  and 
to  fuffer  fuch  contempt  and  labour,  and  even  death  it- 
lelf,  in  order  to  procure  it,  though  he  ftood  in  need  of 
nothing,  though  he  was  like  to  gain  no  addition  to 
his  eternal  happinefs,  though  he  could  get  nothing  by 
thefe  that  he  faved,  though  he  did  not  need  them  ;  was 
it  of  fuch  im  portance  that  tinners  fhould  be  faved,  that 
he  might  properly  be  induced  to  fubmit  to  fuch  humi¬ 
liation  and  fullering ;  and  yet  is  it  not  worth  the  while 
for  you,  who  are  one  of  thofe  milerable  tinners  that 
need  this  falvation,  and  muff  perilli  eternally  without 
it,  to  take  earned:  pains  to  obtain  an  interefl  in  it  after 
it  is  procured,  and  all  things  are  ready? 

4.  Shall  the  great  God  be  lo  concerned  about  this 
fa!  vation,  as  fo  often  to  overturn  the  world  to  make- 
way  tor  it  ;  and  when  all  is  done,  is  it  not  worth  your 
leaking  after.?  How  has  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth 
b:  _n  as  it  were  engaged  about  this  affair  !  What  great, 
what  wonderful  things  has  he  done  from  one  age  to  an- 
t.  -er,  removing  kings,  and  fetting  up  kings,  railing  up 
..real  number  of  prophets,  feparating  a  diftincl  nation 
\  \>n\  the  reft  of  the  world,  overturning  one  nation  and 
kingd<  rn,  and  another,  and  often  overturning  the  ftatc 
of  the  world  ,  and  fo  has  continued  bringing  about  one 
change  and  revolution  after  another  for  forty  centuries 
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in  fucceffion,  to  make  way  for  the  procuring  of  this 
falvation  !  And  when  he  has  done  all;  and  waen,  at 
the  clofe  of  thefe  ages,  the  great  Saviour  comes,  and, 
becoming  incarnate,  and  palling  through  a  long  leries 
of  reproach  and  buffering,  and  then  buffering  all  the 
waves  and  billows  of  God’s  wrath  for  mens  fins,  inJo- 
much  that  they  overwhelmed  his  foul  j  after  all  tnele 
things  done  to'  procure  falvation  for  finners,  is  it  not 
worthy  of  your  taking  fo  much  notice  of,  or  being  io 
much  concerned  about,  though  you  are  tlicfe  pen  on  > 
who  need  this  falvation,  but  that  it  fhould  be  thrown 
by,  and  made  nothing  of,  in  companion^  of  worldly 
gain,  or  gay  cloathing,  or  youthful  diveriions,  and  o- 

ther  fuch  trilling  things  ?  . 

O  !  that  you  who  live  negligent  of  this  falvation, 

would  confider  what  you  do  !  What  you  have  heaid 
from  this  fubje£l,  may  lhow  you  what  real  on  there  is  in 
that  exclamation  of  the  Apoflle,  Heb.  ii.  3.  How 
{hall  we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  . 
and  in  that,  Arts  xiii.  41.  “  Behold,  ye  defpifers,  and 
«  wonder,  and  perifh  :  for  I  work  a  work  in  your 
“  days,  a  work  which  you  {hall  in  no  wife  believe, 
i6  though  a  man  declare  it  unto  you.”  God  looks  011 
fuch  as  you  as  great  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chriffc,  and 
adversaries  and  defpifers  of  all  the  glory  of  this  great 
And  if  God  has  made  fuch  account  of  the  glo- 
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ry  of  falvation  as  to  deftroy  many  nations,  and  fo  often 
overturn  all  nations,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  glory 
of  his  Son  in  this  affair ;  how  little  account  will  he  make 
of  the  lives  and  fouls  of  ten  thoufand  fuch  oppofers 
and  defpifers  as  you  that  continue  impenitent,  in  com- 
parifon  of  that  glory  when  he  fliall  hereafter  come  and 
find  that  your  welfare  (lands  in  the  way  of  that  glory  ? 
Why  furely  you  {hall  be  dafhed  to  pieces  as  a  potter’s 
veffel,  and  trodden  down  as  the  mire  of  the  ffreets. 
God  may,  through  wonderful  patience,  bear  with 
hardened  carelefs  linners  for  a  while  ;  but  lie  will  not 
long  bear  with  fuch  defpifers  of  his  dear  Son,  and  Ids 
great  falvation,  the  glory  of  which  he  has  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  before  he  will  utterly  confume  without  reme¬ 
dy  or  mercy. 
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T  Will  conclude  with  a  fecond  ufe,  of  encouragement 
A  to  burdened  fouls  to  put  their  truft  in  Chrift  for  fal¬ 
vation.  To  all  fuch  as  are  not  carelefs  and  negligent, 
but  do  make  feeking  an  interest  in  Chrift  their  main 
bulinefs,  being  fenfible  in  fome  meafure  of  their  necef- 
lity  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  being  afraid  of  the  wrath 
to  come  ;  to  fuch  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft 
holds  forth  great  matter  of  encouragement,  to  come  and 
venture  their  fouls  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  as 
motives  proper  to  excite  you  fo  to  do,  let  me  lead  you 
to  confider  two  things  in  particular. 

1.  The  completenefs  of  the  purchafe  which  has  been 
made.  As  you  have  heard,  this  work  of  purchaling 
falvation  was  wholly  finifhed  during  the  time  of  ChrifFs 
humiliation.  When  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  and 
was  exalted  from  that  abafement  to  which  he  fubmitted 
for  our  lalvation,  the  purchafe  of  eternal  life  was  com¬ 
pletely  made,  fo  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  thing 
more  to  be  done  in  order  to  it.  But  now  the  fervants 
were  lent  forth  with  the  meftage  which  we  have  account 
of  in  Matth.  xxii.  4.  u  Behold,  I  have  prepared  my 
“  dinner  :  my  oxen  and  my  fattlings  are  killed,  and  all 
“  things  are  ready :  come  unto  the  marriage.”  There¬ 
fore  all  things  being  ready,  are  your  fins  many  and 
great  ?  Here  is  enough  done  by  Chrift  to  procure  their 
pardon.  There  is  no  need  of  any  righteoufnefs  of  yours 
to  obtain  your  pardon  and  juftification  :  no,  you  may 
come  freely,  without  money  and  without  price.  Since 
there  tore  there  is  fuch  a  free  and  gracious  invitation 
given  you,  come  ;  come  naked  as  you  are ;  come  as  a 
poor  condemned  criminal }  come  and  caft  yourfelf  down 
at  ChrifFs  feet,  as  ,one  juftly  condemned,  and  utterly 
helplds  in  yourfelf.  Here  is  a  complete  falvation 
wrought  out  by  Chrift,  and  through  him  offered  to 
you.  Come,  therefore,  accept  of  it,  and  be  faved. 

2.  For  Chrift  to  reject  one  that  thus  comes  to  him, 
would  be  to  fruftrate  all  thole  great  things  which  you 
have  heard  that  Cod  brought  to  pafs  from  the  fall  of 
man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift.  It  would  alfo  fru¬ 
ftrate  all  that  Chrift  did  and  fullered  while  011  earth  5 
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yea,  it  would  fruftrate  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  itfelf* 
and  all  the  great  things  done  in  preparation  for  his  in¬ 
carnation  j  for  all  thefe  things  were  for  that  end,  that 
thofe  might  be  faved  who  fhould  come  to  Chrift. 
Therefore  you  may  be  fure  Chrift  will  not  be  backward 
in  laving  thofe  who  come  to  him,  and  truft  in  him  :  for 
he  has  no  deftre  to  fruftrate  himfelf  in  his  own  work  ; 
it  coft  him  too  dear  for  that.  Neither  will  God  the 
Father  refufe  you  ;  for  he  has  no  deftre  to  fruftrate 
himfelf  in  all  that  he  did  for  fo  many  hundreds  and 
thoufands  of  years,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  ftnners  by  Chrift.  Come,  therefore,  hearken 
to  the  fweet  and  earned:  calls  of  Chrift  to  your  foul. 
Do  as  he  invites,  and  as  he  commands  you,  Matth.  xi. 
28.  29.  30.  “  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are 
cc  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke 
((  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me ;  and  ye  fhall  find  reft: 
ft  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden 
"  is  light.” 
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IN  difcourfing  on  this  fubjeCt,  we  have  already  fhown 
how  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  through 
the  two  fir  ft  of  the  three  periods  into  which  we  di¬ 
vided  the  whole  fpace  of  time  from  the  fall  to  the  end 
of  the  world ;  and  we  are  now  come  to 

The  third  and  laft  period,  beginning  with  Chrift’s 
refurredtion,  and  reaching  to  the  end  of  the  world ; 
and  would  now  fhow  how  this  work  was  alfo  carried 
on  through  this  period,  from  this 

Proposition,  That  the  fpace  of  time  from  the 
end  of  ChrifTs  humiliation  to  the  end  of  the  world 
is  all  taken  up  in  bringing  about  the  great  effect  or 
fuccefs  of  ChriiTs  purchafe. 

Not  but  that  there  were  great  effects  and  glorious 
fuccefs  of  ChriiTs  purchafe  of  redemption  before,  even 
from  the  beginning  of  the  generations  of  men.  But  all 
that  iuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  which  was  before, 
was  only  preparatory,  and  was  by  way  of  anticipation, 
as  fome  few  fruits  are  gathered  before  the  harveft. 
There  was  no  more  fuccefs  before  Chrift  came  than 
God  faw  needful  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming. 
The  proper  time  of  the  fuccefs  or  effect  of  Chrift’s  pur¬ 
chafe  of  redemption  is  after  the  purchafe  has  been 
made,  as  the  proper  time  for  the  world  to  enjoy  the 
light  of  the  fun  is  the  dav-time,  after  the  fun  is  rifen, 
tho’  we  may  have  iomc  fmall  matter  of  it  reflected  from 
the  moon  and  planets  before.  And  even  the  fuccefs  of 
Chrift’s  redemption  while  he  himielf  was  on  earth, 
was  very  fmall  in  comparifon  of  what  it  was  after  the 
concluiion  of  his  humiliation. 

But  Chrift  having  finifhed  that  greateft  and  moft  dif¬ 
ficult  of  all  works,  the  work  of  the  purchafe  of  re¬ 
demption,  now  is  come  the  time  for  obtaining  the  end 
of  it,  the  glorious  eftedt  of  it.  This  is  the  next  work 
he  goes  about.  Having  gone  through  the  whole  courfe 
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of  his  fufferings  and  humiliation,  there [***  .^more! 
things  of  that  nature  :  he  is  never  to  ful  t  <■  y 
But  now  is  the  time  for  him  to  obtain  the  joy 
fet  before  him.  Having  made  his  foul  an  olki  ng tor 
fin  now  is  the  time  for  him  to  fee  his  feed,  and  to  have 
a  portion  divided  to  him  with  the  great,  and  to  cm 

the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong.  .  .  ,  .  1*1:^ 

One  defign  of  Chrift  in  what  he  did  in  his  humina 

tion,  was  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  overthrow  of&j, 
tan’s  kingdom ;  and  now  is  come  the  time  to  effect  , 
as  Chrift,  a  little  before  his  crucifixion,  faid,  John  _xn. 
,I#  «  Now  is  the  judgement  of  this  world  ;  now  lha 
“  the  prince  of  this  world  be  caft  out.”  _  Anot  ter  c  e- 
fian  was,  to  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Chrift. 
Now  is  come  the  time  for  this  alio  :  John  xn.  3  . 
“  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up.  will  draw  all  men  unto  .me  ; 
which  is  agreeable  to  Jacob’s  prophecy  o.  Clinft,  t  ni 
“  when  Shiloh  fhould  come,  to  him  fhould  the  g<  -  - 
«  ing  of  the  people  be,”  Gen.  xlix.  xc.  Another  de- 
fion  fs  the  falvation  of  the  deft.  Now  when  his  fu  - 
ferings  are  finilhed,  and  his  humiliation  is  perfected, 
the  time  is  come  for  that  alfo  :  Heb.  v.  8.  9.  “  I nough 
«<  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  tilings 
“  which  he  fufiered  :  and  being  made  perfect,  he  became 
«  the  author  of  eternal  fiftvation  unto  all  them  that  '>J-y 
««  him.”  Another  defign  was,  to  accomphfh  by  theie 
things  great  glory  to  the  perfons  of  the  Trinity,  r  ovv 
alfo  is  come  the  time  for  that:  John  xvu.  1.  Father, 
“  the  hour  is  come  ;  glorify  thy  Son,  that  dry  Son  alto 
“  may  glorify  thee.”  Another  defign  was  the  glory  of 
the  faints.  Now  is  the  time  alfo  tor  this  :  “  John  xvu. 
2.  “  As  thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  ilefli,  that 
“  he  ihould  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft 
«  aiyen  him.”  And  all  the  difpenfations  of  God’s  pro¬ 
vidence  henceforward,  even  to  the  final  contummation 
of  all  things,  are  to  give  Chrift  his  reward,  and  fulfil 
his  end  in  what  he  did  and  fufiered  upon  eaitu,  and  to 
fulfil  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  hint. 


E  e  2 


I  N- 


A  HISTORY  of  Period  III, 


INTRODUCTION. 

%  i 

'  1 ;  ■  •  .  ■  v  -  y  Cj  i  J  jj  .  « <  *  r  \  1 1  tl  <  '  t  -  \  4  k 

BEfore  I  enter  on  the  confederation  of  any  particu- 
lai  things  accomplifhed  in  this  period,  I  would 
v  obierve  fome  things  in  general  concerning  it  y 
and  particularly  how  the  times  of  this  period  are  re- 
preicnted  in  fcripture. 

^ie  tinges  of  this  period,  for  the  mod:  part,  are 
thole  which  in  the  Old  Tehament  are  called  the  latter 
days.  We  often,  in  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment>,  read  of  fuch  and  fuch  things  that  fhould  come 
to  pais  in  the  latter  days ,  and  fometimes  in  the  Lift  days . 
Now  thefe  expreffions  of  the  prophets  are  moil:  coim 
monly  to  be  underhood  of  the  times  of  the  period  that 
we  are  now  upon.  They  are  called  the  latter  daysy  and 
the  lajl  days  ;  becaufe  this  is  the  lah  period  of  the  feries 
of  God’s  providences  on  earth,  the  lah  period  of  that 
great  work  of  providence,  the  work  of  redemption  $ 
which  is  as  it  were  the  fum  of  God’s  works  of  provi¬ 
dence,  the  time  wherein  the  church  is  under  the  lah 

difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  that  ever  it  will 
be  under  on  earth. 

II.  T.  he  whole  time  of  this  period  is  fometimes  in  ferip- 
tuie  cahed  the  end  of  the  world ,  as,  1  Cor.  x.  1 1.  <c  Now 
fe  thin^vi  happened  unto  them  for  enfamples  : 
and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom 
“  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.”  And  the  Apohle, 
Geo.  ix.  26.  in  this  expreflion  of  the  end  of  the  worlds 
means  the  whole  of  the  gofpel-day,  from  the  birth  of 
Chnft  to  the  hnilhing  of  the  day  of  judgement:  Cf  But 
now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  hath  he  appear - 
“  ed,  to  put  away  fm  by  the  facrifice  of  himielf.” 
This  fpace  of  time  may  well  be  called  the  end  of  the 
world;  for  this  whole  time  is  taken  up  in  bringing 
things  to  their  great  end  and  illue,  to  that  great  blue 
that  God  had  been  preparing  the  way  for,  in  all  the 
great  difpenfations  of  providence,  from  the  firft  fail  of 
man  to  this  time.  Before,  things  were  in  a  kind  of 
preparatory  hate ;  but  now  they  are  in  a  hnilhing  hate. 
It  is  the  winding  up  of  things  which  is  all  this  while 
accomplilhing.  A11  end  is  now  brought  to  the  former 

carnal 
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:arnal  ftate  of  things,  which  by  degrees  vanishes,  and 
a  fpiritual  hate  begins  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  to  be  eita- 
bliihed  more  and  more.  Firft,  an  end  is  brought  to 
the  former  ftate  of  the  church,  which  may  be  called  its 
worldly  ftate,  the  hate  wherein  it  was  fubje£t  to  carnal 
ordinances,  and  the  rudiments  of  the  world  :  and  then 
an  end  is  brought  to  the  Jewifh  hate,  in  the  definition 
of  their  city  and  country  :  and  then,  after  that,  an 
end  is  brought  to  the  old  Heathen  empire  in  Conftan- 
tine’s  time ;  which  is  another  and  further  degree  of  the 
winding  up  and  finiihing  of  the  world  :  and  the  next 
ftep  is  the  finiihing  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  in  the 
world,  upon  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  and  the  calling  of 
the  Jews  :  and  laft  will  come  the  definition  of  the 
outward  frame  of  the  world  itfelf,  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  day  of  judgement.  But  the  world  is  all  this  while 
as  it  were  a-finifhing,  though  it  comes  to  an  end  by  fe- 
veral  fleps  and  degrees.  Heaven  and  earth  began  to 
fhake,  in  order  to  a  difTolution,  according  to  the  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Haggai,  before  Chrifl  came,  that  fo  only 
thofe  things  that  cannot  be  fliaken  may  remain,  i.  e. 
that  thofe  things  that  are  to  come  to  an  end  may  come 
to  an  end,  and  that  only  thofe  things  may  remain  which 
are  to  remain  to  all  eternity. 

So,  in  the  firft  place,  the  carnal  ordinances  of  the 
Jewifh  worfhip  came  to  an  end,  to  make  way  for  the 
eflablifhment  of  that  fpiritual  worfhip,  the  worfhip  of 
the  heart,  which  is  to  endure  to  all  eternity  :  John  iv. 
21.  <c  Jefus  faith  unto  the  woman,  Believe  me,  the 
**  hour  cometh,  when  ye  fhall  neither  in  this  moun- 
“  tain,  nor  yet  at  Jerufalem,  worfhip  the  Father.” 
Verf.  23.  u  But  the  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when 
the  true  worfhippers  fhall  worfhip  the  Father  in  ipi- 
6c  rit  and  in  truth  :  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch  to  wor- 
tC  fliip  him.”  This  is  one  inftance  of  the  temporary 
world’s  coming  to  an  end,  and  the  eternal  world’s  be¬ 
ginning.  And  then,  after  that,  the  outward  temple, 
and  the  outward  city  Jerufalem,  came  to  an  end,  to 
give  place  to  the  fetting  up  of  the  fpiritual  temple  and 
the  fpiritual  city,  which  are  to  laft  to  eternity  *,  which 
is  another  inftance  of  removing  thofe  things  which  are 
ready  to  vanifh  away,  that  thofe  things  which  cannot 
be  fhaken  may  remain.  And  then,  after  that,  the  old 
:  Heathen 
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Heathen  empire  comes  to  an  end,  to  make  way  for  the 
empire  of  Chrift,  which  fhall  laft  to  all  eternity  ;  which 
is  another  ftep  of  bringing  the  temporal  world  to  an 
end,  and  of  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  come,  which 
is  an  eternal  world.  And  after  that,  upon  the  fall  of 
Antichrift,  an  end  is  put  to  Satan’s  vifibie  kingdom  on 
earth,  to  eftablifh  Chrift’s  kingdom,  which  is  an  eter¬ 
nal  kingdom  ;  as  the  prophet  Daniel  fays,  chap.  vii.  27. 
And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatne.fi  of 
the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  fhall  be  given 
“  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High,  whofe 
kingdom  is  an  everlafiiing  kingdom,  and  all  domi- 
<cc  nions  fhall  ferve  and  obey  him  5”  which  is  another 
infhance  of  the  ending  of  the  temporary  world,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  eternal  one.  And  then,  laftly,  the 
very  frame  of  this  corruptible  world  fhall  come  to  an 
end,  to  make  way  for  the  church  to  dwell  in  another 
dwelling-place,  which  fhall  laft  to  eternity  ;  which  is 
the  laft  inftance  of  the  fame  thins;. 

Becaufe  the  world  is  thus  coming  to  an  end  by  va¬ 
rious  fteps  and  degrees,  the  Apoftle  perhaps  ufes  this 
expreffion,  that  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come  on  us; 
not  the  end,  but  the  ends ,  of  the  plural  number,  as 
though  the  world  has  feveral  endings  one  after  ano¬ 
ther. 

The  gofpel-difpenfation  is  the  laft  ftate  of  things  in 
the  world ;  and  this  ftate  is  a  finifhing  ftate  :  it  is  all 
fpent  in  finifhing  things  off  which  before  had  been 
preparing,  or  abolifhing  things  which  before  had 
flood.  It  is  all  fpent  as  it  were  in  fumming  things  up, 
and  bringing  them  to  their  ilfues,  and  their  proper  ful¬ 
filment.  Now  all  the  old  types  are  fulfilled,  and  all  the 
prophecies  of  all  the  prophets  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  fhall  be  accomplifhed  in  this  period. 

III.  That  ftate  of  things  which  is  attained  in  the  e- 
vents  of  this  period  is  called  a  new  heaven  and  a  ne'io 
earth:  If.  Ixv.  17.  18.  “  For  behold,  I  create  new 
“  heavens,  and  a  new  earth :  and  the  former  fhall  not 
i(  be  remembered,  nor  come  into  mind.  But  be  you 
Cc  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  I  create  :  for 
“  behold,  I  create  Jerufalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  peo- 
<(  pie  a  joy,”  And  ch.  Ixvi.  22.  “  For  as  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth  which  I  make,  fhall  remain 

“  before 
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‘  before  me;  fo  fliall  your  feed  and  your  name  re- 
«  main.”  See  alfo  ch.  li.  16.  As  the  former  date  ot 
hines,  or  the  old  world,  by  one  ftep  after  another,  is 
hrouah  this  period  coming  to  an  end ;  fo  the  new  date 
)f  things,  or  the  new  world,  which  is  a  lpintual  world, 

s  beginning  and  fetting  up. 

The  heaven  and  earth  which  are  corruptible,  ^  are 
baking,  that  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  which 
>annot  be  fhaken,  may  be  eftablifhed  and  remain. 

In  confequence  of  each  of  thefc  finifhings  of  the  old 
fate  of  things,  there  is  a  new  beginning  of  a  new  and 
eternal  ftate  of  things.  So  was  that  which  accompa¬ 
nied  the  definition  of  Jerufalem,  which  was  an  efta-  • 
blilliing  of  the  fpiritual  Jerufalem,  inftead  of  the  literal. 
So  with  refpet  to  the  definition  of  the  old  Heathen 
empire,  and  all  the  other  endings  of  the  old  ftate  of 
things,  till  at  length  the  very  outward  frame  of  the  old 
world  itfelf  fliall  come  to  an  end  ;  and  the  church  fliall 
dwell  in  a  world  new  to  it,  or  to  a  great  part  of  it,  e- 
ven  heaven,  which  will  be  a  new  habitation  ;  and  then 
fliall  the  utmoft  be  accomplifhed  that  is  meant  by  the 
new  heavens  and  the  new  earth.  See  Rev.  xxi.  i. 

The  end  of  God’s  creating  the  world  was  to  prepare 
a  kingdom  for  his  Son,  (for  he  is  appointed  heir  of  the 
world),  and  that  he  might  have  the  pofleflion  of  it,  and 
a  kingdom  in  it,  which  fliould  remain  to  all  eternity. 
So  that,  fo  far  forth  as  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  fet  up 
in  the  world,  fo  far  is  the  world  brought  to  its  end, 
and  the  eternal  Rate  of  things  fet  up.  So  far  are  all 
the  great  changes  and  revolutions  of  the  ages  of  the 
world  brought  to  their  everlafting  ifiue,  and  all  things 
come  to  their  ultimate  period.  So  far  are  the  waters 
of  the  long  channel  of  divine  providence,  which  has  fo 
many  branches,  and  fo  many  windings  and  turnings, 
emptied  out  into  their  proper  ocean,  which  they  have 
been  feeking  from  the  beginning  and  head  of  their 
courfe,  and  fo  are  come  to  their  reft.  So  far  as  C  hr  ill’s 
kingdom  is  eftabliftied  in  the  world,  fo  far  are  things 
wound  up  and  fettled  in  their  everlafting  ftate,  and  a 
period  put  to  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  changeable 
world  j  fo  far  are  the  firft  heavens  and  the  fir  ft  earth 
come  to  an  end,  and  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 

earth. 
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earth,  the  everlafting  heavens  and  earth,  eftablilhed  i. 
their  room. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

IV.  That  the  hate  of  things  which  is  attained  by  th< 
events  of  this  period, 'is  what  is  fo  often  called  the  king- 
dom  of  heaven ,  or  the  kingdom  of  God .  We  very  ofter 
i^ad  in  the  New  Teftament  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
jo  in  the  Baptilt  preached,  that  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  was  at  hand  ;  and  fo  did  Chrift,  and  his  difciples  af. 
ter  him  ;  referring  to  fomething  that  the  jews  in  thofi 
days  expelled,  and  very  much  talked  of,  which  the^ 
called  by  that  name.  They  feem  to  have  taken  then 
expectation  and  the  name  chiefly  from  that  prophecy  oi 
Daniel  in  Nebuchadnezzar’s  dream,  Dan.  ii.  44.  «  And 
“  in  the  days  of  thefe  kings  {hall  the  God  of  heaven 

“  fet  llP  a  kingdom together  with  that  in  chap,  vii, 
13.  14. 

Now  this  kingdom  of  heaven  is  that  evangelical  ftate 
of  things  in  his  church,  and  in  the  world,  wherein  con- 
lifts  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  in  this  period. 
There  had  been  often  great  kingdoms  fet  up  before, 
which  were  earthly  kingdoms  5  as  the  Babylonifh,  the 
Peiftan,  the  Grecian,  and  the  Roman  monarchies.  But 
Chrift  came  to  fet  up  the  laft  kingdom,  which  is  not  an 
earthly  kingdom,  but  an  heavenly,  and  fo  is  the  king- 
dom  of  heaven  :  John  xviii.  36.  “  My  kingdom  is  not 
“  of  this  world.”  This  is  the  kingdom  of  which  Chrift 
fpeaks,  TuivC  xxii.  29*  i(  My  Father  hatli  appointed  to 
“  me  a  kingdom.”  This  kingdom  began  foon  after 
Chrift’s  yefurreClion,  and  was  accomplifhed  in  various 
fteps  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Some¬ 
times  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven ,  is  meant  that  fpiritual 
ftate  of  the  church  which  began  foon  after  Chrift’s  re* 
furrection  f  fometimes  that  more  perfect  ftate  of  the 
church  which  ftiall  obtain  after  the  downfall  of  Anti- 
chrift  y  and  fometimes  that  glorious  and  blejTed  ftate  to 
which  the  church  lhall  be  received  at  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment  :  1  Cor  xv.  30.  the  apoftle,  Ipeaking  of  the  re* 
lurredlion,  lays,  *c  This  I  fay,  that  fifth  and  blood  can- 
“  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ” 

Under  this  head  I  would  obferve  feveral  things  parti¬ 
cularly,  for  the  clearer  underftanding  of  what  the  lerip- 
ture  fays  concerning  this  period. 

1.  The  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  chief¬ 

ly 
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ly  accomplifhed  by  four  fucceflive  great  events,  each  of 
which  is  in  fcripture  called  Chrift' s  coming  in  his  kingdom. 
The  whole  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  is  compre¬ 
hended  in  one  word,  viz.  his  fetting  up  his  kingdom. 
This  is  chiefly  done  by  four  great  fucceflive  dilpenla- 
tions  of  providence  ;  and  every  one  of  them  is  lepie- 
fented  in  fcripture  a$  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  kingdom. 
The  fir  ft  is  Chrift’s  appearing  iq  thofe  wonderful  dll  pen* 
fations  of  providence  in  the  apoftles  days,  in  fetting  up 
his  kingdom,  and  deftroying  the  enemies  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  which  endefl  in  the  deftruftion  of  Jeruialem. 
This  is  called  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  kingdom,  Matth. 
xvi.  28.  “  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  there  be  fonie  ftand- 
“  ing  here,  which  lhajl  not  tafte  of  death  till  they 
“  fee  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  his  kingdom.”  .  And 
fo  it  is  reprefented  in  Matth.  xxiv.  The  fecond  is  that 
which  was  accomplifhed  in  Conftantine  s  time,  in  the  de¬ 
finition  of  the  Heathen  Roman  empire.  This  is  re¬ 
prefented  as  Chrift’s  coming,  and  is  compared  to  his 
coming  to  judgement,  in  the  6th  chapter  of  Revelation 
at  the  latter  end.  The  third  is  that  whicn  is  to  be  ac¬ 
complifhed  at  the  definition  of  Antichrift.  This  alio 
is  reprefented  as  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  kingdom  in  the 
yth  chapter  of  Daniel,  and  in  other  places,  as  I  may 
poflibly  fhow  hereafter,  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  it. 
The  fourth  and  laft  is  his  coming  to  the  laft  judgement, 
which  is  the  event  principally  lignilied  in  fcripture  by 

Chrift' s  coming  in  his  kingdom . 

2.  I  would  obferve,  that  each  of  the  three  former  of 
thefe  is  a  lively  image  or  type  of  the  fourth  and  laft, 
viz.  Chrift’s  coming  to  the  final  judgement,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  difpenfations  of  providence  before  Chrift  s  fhft 
coming  were  types  of  that  firll  coming.  As  Clu  ill  * 
laft  coming  to  judgement  is  accompanied  with  a  refur- 
rection  of  the  dead,  fo  is  each  of  the  tlnee  foiegoing 
with  a  fpiritual  refurretion.  That  coming  or  Chrift 
which  ended  in  the  definition  of  Jerufalem,  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  glorious  Ipiritual  refurretion  of  louls  in  the 
calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  bringing  home  fuch  multi¬ 
tudes  of  fouls  to  Chrift  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel. 
So  Chrift’s  coming  in  Conftantine’s  time,  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  glorious  fpiritual  refurretion  of  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  the  known  world,  in  a  reftoration  of  it  to  a 
r  f  £  viflble  ■- 
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vifible-chm-ch  Rate,  from  a  Rate  of  Heathemfm.  So 
V-hriR  s  coming  at  the  deftruction  of  AntichriR,  will  be 
attended  with  a  fpiritual  refurrecRion  of  the  church  af¬ 
ter  it  had  been  long  as  jt  were  dead,  in  the  times  of 

AntichriR.  This  is  called  the  jirjl  refurrection  in  the 
20th  chapter  of  Revelation. 

,  Again,  as  ChriR  in  the  laR  judgement  will  glorioufly 
manifeft  him  fell:  coming  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  fo 
in  each  of  the  three  foregoing  events  Chrift  glorioufly 
mamfeited  him. .elf  in  fending  judgements  upon  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  in  fhowmg  grace  and  favour  to  his  church  ; 
puc  as  the  la  ft  coming  of  Chrift  will  be  attended  with  a 
literal  gathering  together  of  the  eleift  from  the  four 
Winds  of  heaven,  fo  were  each  of  the  preceding  attended 
\yith  a  fpiritual  gathering  in  of  the  elect.  As  this  ga¬ 
thering  together  of  the  eleft  will  be  eifetfted  by  God's 
angels  vykn  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  as  in  Matth. 
xxiv.  31.  ;  fo  were  each  of  the  preceding  fpiritual  inga¬ 
therings  effected  by  the  trumpet  of  the  goipel,  founded 
y  the  minifteis  of  Chrift.  As  there  fhall  precede  the 
laft  appearance  of  Chrift,  a  time  of  great  degeneracy 
and  wicked  nefs,  fp  this  has  been,  pr  will  be,  the  cafe 
with  eacti  of  the  other  appearances.  Before  each  of 
them  is  a  time  of  great  oppolition  to  the  church  :  be- 
foie  the  ftrit,  by  the  Jews,  in  their  perfecutions  that  we 
read  or  in  the  New  Teftament  j  before  the  fecond,  viz, 
in  Con ftan tine  s  time,  by  the  Heathen,  in  feyeral  fuccef- 
fi\e  pu 3 ecutions  raifed  by  the  Roman  emperors  againft 
the  Chiihians  3  before  the  thjrd,  by  Antichrift  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  laft,  by  Gog  and  Magog,  as  delcribed  in  the 
jftevelation. 

By  each  of  thefe  comings  pf  Chrift  God  works  a 
giCiiOc*.-3.ddivci ancc  for  his  church.  Tach  pf  them  is 
accompanied  with  a  glorious  advancement  of  the  ftate 
of  the  church.  The  firft,  which  ended  in  the  deftruc- 
tiGii  q<  j ci lb alcim,  was  attended  with  bringing  the 
>.hmch  into  the  glorious  ftate  of  the  gofpel,  a  glorious 
ftate  of  the  church  very  much  propheiied  of  olcft  where* 
by  the  church  was  advanced  into  far  more  glorious  cir- 
c amftances  than  it  was  in  oefore  under  the  Jewifh  dil- 
penfation.  I  he  fecond,  which  was  in  Conftantine's 
dpie,  was  accompanied  with  an  advancement  of  the 
rhuich  into  a  ftate  or  liberty  from  perfecutipn,  and  the 

countenance 
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countenance  of  civil  authority,  and  triumph  over  their 
Heathen  perfecutors;  The  third,  which  ihall  be  at  the 
downfall  of  Antichrilt,  will  be  accompanied  with  aft 
advancement  of  the  church  into  that  hate  of  the  glo*\ 
rious  prevalence  of  truth,  liberty*  peace,  and  joy,  that 
we  fo  often  read  of  in  the  prophetical  parts  oi'  fcripture* 
The  laft  Will  be  attended  with  the  advancement  of  the 
church  to  confummate  glory  in  both  load  and  body  in 
heaven. 

Each  of  tliefe  comings  of  Chrift  is  accompanied  with 
a  terrible  deftruiftion  of  the  wicked,  and  the  enemies  of 
the  church  :  the  firft,  with  the  deftruflion  of  the  perfe- 
cuting  Jews,  which  was  amazingly  terrible  ;  the  lecond, 
with  dreadful  judgements  on  the  Heathen  perfecutors  of 
the  church,  of  which  more  hereafter  ;  the  third,  with 
the  awful  definition  of  Antichrift,  the  molt  cruel  and 
bitter  enemy  that  ever  the  church  had  }  the  fourth,  with 
divine  wrath  and  vengeance  on  all  the  ungodly. 

Further,  there  is  in  each  of  thefe  comings  of  Chrift 
an  ending  of  the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth,  and  a 
beginning  of  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth  ;  or  an  end 
of  a  temporal  hate  of  things,  and  a  beginning  of  an  ex¬ 
ternal  hate*  '  .  , 


3.  I  would  obferve,  that  each  cf  thole  four  great  dis¬ 
pensations  which  are  reprelented  as  ChrilVs  coming  in 
his  kingdom,  are  but  fo  many  Heps  and  degrees  of  the 
accomplifhmeftt  of  one  event.  They  are  not  the  letting 
up  of  fo  many  difiinct  kingdoms  of  Chrift ;  they  are 
all  of  them  only  feveral  degrees  of  the  accomplilhment 
of  that  one  event  prophelied  of,  Dan.  vli.  13.  14;  “  And 
tc  I  law  in  the  night-vilions,  and  behold,  one  like  the 
Son  of  man,  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and 
came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him 
near  before  him.  And  there  was  given  him  dominion, 
and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and 
languages,  fhoukl  ferve  him  :  his  dominion,  is  an  e- 
verlafting  dominion,  and  his  kingdom  that  which 
ihall  not  be  deftroyed.”  This  is  what  the  Jews  ex¬ 
pelled,  and  called  u  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  what  John  the  Baptift  and  Ohrid  had  refpcct 
to,  when  they  laid,  “  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
“  hand.”  l  his  great  event  is  gradually  accompliflied, 

feveral  fkeps .  '1  ’hole  four  great: 
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events  which  have  been  mentioned,  were  feveral  fteps 
towards  (he  accompliihmeiit  of  this  grand  event. 

When  Chrift  came  with  the  preaching  of  the  apoftles, 
to  let  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  which  difpenfatiori 
ended  with  thddeftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  then  it  was 
accomplished  in  a  glorious  degree  ;  when  the  Heathen 
empire  was  deftroyed  in  Conftantine’s  time,  it  was  ful- 
hlied  in  a  further  degree  ;  when  Antichrift  fhall  be 
y  ,  it  vv  til  be  accomplished  in  a  yet  higher  de¬ 
gree  :  but  when  the  end  of  the  world  is  come,  then 
will  it  be  accomplilhed  in  its  moft  perfect  degree  of  all ; 
then  it  will  be  finally  and  completely  accomplifhed. 
And  becaule  thefe  four  great  events  are  but  images  one 
of  another,  and  the  three  former  but  types  of  the  laft? 
and  fince  they  are  all  only  feveral  heps  of  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  fame  thing  ;  hence  we  find  them  all 
from  time  to  time  prophefied  of  under  one,  as  they  arc 
in  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  and  as  they  are  in  the  24th 
chapter  of  Matthew,  where  fome  things  feem  more  ap¬ 
plicable  to  one  of  them,  and  others  to  another. 

4.  I  would  obferve,  that  as  there  are  feveral  heps  of 
the  accornplifhment  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  fo  in 
each  one  of  them  the  event  is  accomplifhed  in  a  further 
degree  than  in  the  foregoing.  That  in  the  time  of  Con- 
ftantine  was  a  greater  and  further  accornplifhment  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  than  that  which  ended  in  the 
deftruCrion  of  Jertifalem  ;  that  which  fhall  be  at  the 
fall  of  Antichrift,  will  be  a  further  accornplifhment  of 
the  fame  thing,  than  that  which  took  place  in  the  time 
of  Conftantine  ;  and  fo  on  with  regard  to  each:  fo  that 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  gradually  prevailing  and  grow¬ 
ing  by  thefe  feveral  great  fteps  of  its  fulfilment,  from 
the  time  of  Clirift’s  rdurredfion,  to  the  end  of  the 
world. 

5.  and  laftly,  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  great  pro¬ 
vidences  of  God  between  thefe  four  great  evenrs;  are 
to  make  way  for  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  Chrift  in  the 
great  event  following.  Thofe  difpenfations  of  provi¬ 
dence  which  were  towards  the  church  of  God  and  the 
\vorld,  before  the  deftrudion  of  the  Heathen  empire 
in  the  time  of  Conftantine,  feem  all  to  have  been  to 
make  way  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  happinds  of 
the  church  in  that  event.  And  fo  the  great  providen¬ 
ces 
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:es  of  God  which  are  after  that,  till  the  deftruchon  of 
Antichrift,  and  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  times  or 
;he  church  which  follow,  feem  all  to  be  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  greater  glory  of  Chrift  and  his  church  in 
hat  event  *,  and  the  providences  of  God  which  thali 
je  after  that  to  the  end  of  the  world,  leem  to  be  for 
:he  greater  manifeftation  of  Chrift’s  glory  at  the  end  of 
the  world,  and  in  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

Thus  I  thought  it  needful  to  obferve  thole  things  in 
general  concerning  this  laft  period  of  the  leries  of 
God's  providence,  before  1  take  notice  of  the  particu¬ 
lar  providences  by  which  the  work  of  redemption  is 
carried  on  through  this  period,  in  their  order  :  and  be¬ 
fore  I  do  that,  I  will  alfo  briefly  anfwer  to  an  Inquiry, 
viz.  Why  the  fetting  up  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  after  his 
humiliation,  fhould  be  lo  gradual,  by  lo  many  lleps  that 
are  fo  long  in  accomplifhing,  fince  God  could  eafily 
have  finifhed  it  at  once  ? 

Though  it  would  be  preemption  in  us  to  pretend  to 
declare  all  the  ends  of  God  in  this,  yet  doubtlels  much 
of  the  wifdom  of  God  may  be  fecn  in  it  by  us*j  and 

particularly  in  thefe  two  things. 

x.  In  this  way  the  glory  of  God’s  wifdom,  in  the 
manner  of  doing  this,  is^more  vifibie  to  the  obfcrtation 
of  creatures.  If  it  had  been  done  at  once,  in  an  in- 
ftant,  or  in  a  very  fhort  time,  there  would  not  have  been 
fuch  opportunities  for  creatures  to  perceive  and  obferve 
the  particular  heps  of  divine  wifdom,  as  when  the  work 
is  gradually  accomplifhed,  and  one  effect  of  his  wif¬ 
dom  is  held  forth  to  obfervation  after  another.  It  is 
wifely  determined  of  God,  to  accomplifh  his  great  de- 
fign  by  a  wonderful  and  long  feries  of  events,  that  the 
glory  of  his  wifdom  may  be  difplayed  in  the  whole  fe¬ 
ries,  and  that  the  glory  of  his  perfections  may  be  feen, 
appearing,  as  it  were,  by  parts,  and  in  particular  fuccef- 
five  manifeftations  :  for  if  all  that  glory  which  appears 
in  all  thefe  events  had  been  manifefted  at  once,  it  would 
have  been  too  much  for  us,  and  more  than  we  at  once 
could  take  notice  of ;  it  would  have  dazzled  our  eyes 
and  overpowered  our  light. 

2.  Satan  is  more  gloriouily  triumphed  over. - 

God  could  eafily,  by  an  aft  of  almighty  power,  at  once 
have  cruflxed  Satan.  But  by  giving  him  time  to  ufe  his 

utmoft 
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titmort  lubtilty  to  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  what  Ghrift  ha 
done  and  fullered,  he  is  not  defeated  merely  by  fui 

Pr"?>  I511.1  has  kr§c  opportunity  to  ply  his  utmoft  powe 
and  f ubtilty  again  and  again,  to  ftrengthen  his  own  ir 
terefl:  all  that  he  can  by  the  work  of  many  ages.  Thu 
God  dellroys  and  confounds  him,  and  lets  up  Chrift 
kingdom  time  after  time,  in  fpite  of  all  his  fubtle  machi 
nations  and  great  works,  and  by  every  ftep  advances  i 
itill  higher  and  higher,  till  at  length  it  is  fully  fet  up 

and  Satan  perfectly  and  eternally  vanquilhed  in  the  en< 
of  all  things. 


— 

1  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  particular  event 
whereby,  from  the  end  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  to  ft 
end  of  the  world,  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  h< 
been  or  ill  all  be  accomplifhed. 

1.  I  would  take  nos  ce  of  thofe  things  whereby  Chri 
was  put  into  an  immediate  capacity  for  accompliihin 
the  end  of  his  purchafe. 

2.  I  would  fhow  how  he  obtained  or  accomplifhe 
that  fuccefs. 


PART 


I. 


foe 


Would  take  notice,  ftrft,  of  thofe  things  by  whicl 
Chrift  was  put  into  a  capacity  for  accomplishing  th 
ena  of  his  purchafe.  And  they  are  two  things,  viz.  hi 
ref  urrection,  and  his  afeenfion.  As  we  obferved  before 
the  incarnation  of  Chrift  was  neceftary  in  order  t< 
Chri  ft’s  being  in  a  near  capacity  for  the  purchafe  of  re 
demption  ;  fo  the  reiurre£tioii  and  afeenfion  of  Chrif 
were  requifite  in  order  to  his  accompiifhing  the  fuccef 
of  his  purchafe. 

.  I*  refur  region.  It  was  neceftary  in  order  t( 
Chrift  s  obtaining  the  end  and  effect  of  his  purchafe  oi 
redemption,  that  he  fhould  rife  from  the  dead,  Foj 
God  the  Father  had  committed  the  whole  aftair  of  re¬ 
demption,  not  only  the  purchafing  of  it,  but  the  be¬ 
llowing  of  the  bleflings  purchafed,  to  his  Son*  that  he 
fhould  not  only  purchafe  it  as  prieft,  but  actually  bring 
it  about  as  king  *  and  that  he  fhould  do  this  as  God" 


man.  For  God  the  Father  >vauld  have  nothing  to 


with 


>artl.  "  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  231 

ftth  fallen  man  in  a  way  of  mercy  but  by  a  mediator, 
hit  in  order  that  Chrift  might  carry  on  the  work  of  re- 
iemption,  and  accomplifh  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  pur- 
hafe  as  God-man,  it  was  neceflary  that  he  fhould  be 
live,  and  fo  that  he  fhould  rife  from  the  dead.  There- 
ore  Chrift,  after  he  had  ftnifhed  this  purchafe  by  death, 
md  by  continuing  for  a  time  under  the  power  of  death, 
ifes  from  the  dead,  to  fulfil  the  end  of  his  purchafe, 
md  himfelf  to  bring  about  that  for  which  he  died  : 
for  this  matter  God  the  Father  had  committed  unto 
lim,  that  he  might,  as  Lord  of  all,  manage  all  to  his 
)wn  purpofes  :  Rom.  xiv.  9.  “  For  to  this  end  Chrift 
‘  both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might 
16  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  of  the  living.” 

Indeed  Chrift’s  refurre&ion,  and  fo  his  afeenfton, 
evas  part  of  the  fuccefs  of  what  Chrift  did  and  fuffer- 
sd  in  his  humiliation.  For  though  Chrift  did  not  pro¬ 
perly  purchafe  redemption  for  himfelf,  yet  he  purcha¬ 
fe  d  eternal  life  and  glory  for  himfelf,  by  what  he  did 
and  {offered  5  and  this  eternal  life  and  glory  was  given 
him  as  a  reward  of  what  he  did  and  fullered  :  Phil.  ii. 
8.9.  <£  He  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  un- 
to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.  Wherefore 
i(  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him.”  And  it  may  be 
looked  upon  as  part  of  the  fuccefs  of  ChrilVs  purchafe, 
if  it  be  conftdered,  that  Chrift  did  not  rife  as  a  private 
perfon,  but  as  the  head  of  the  ele£l  church ;  fo  that 
they  did,  as  it  were,  all  rife  with  him.  Chrift  was  j li¬ 
ft  iiied  in  bis  re  fur  region,  i.  e.  God  acquitted  and  dif- 
charged  him  hereby,  as  having  done  and  fuffered  c- 
nough  for  the  fins  of  all  the  ele<5t  :  Rom.  iv.  25-  “  Who 
i(  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  raifed  again  for 
u  our  juft  ideation.”  And  God  put  him  in  pofteflion 
of  eternal  life,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  as  a  fure  ear¬ 
ned  that  they  fhould  follow.  For  when  Chrift  rofe 
from  the  dead,  that  was  the  beginning  of  eternal  life  in 
him.  His  life  before  his  death  was  a  mortal  life,  a 
temporal  life ;  but  his  life  after  his  reftirrection  was  an 
eternal  life  :  Rom.  vi,  9.  “  Knowing  that  Chrift  being 
^  raifed  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more  ;  death  hath  no 
-  more  dominion  over  him.”  Rev.  i.  18.  “  I  am  he 
f‘  that  liveth,  and  was  dead  *  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for 

t*  evermore,  Amen.”- - But  he  was  put  in  pofteflion 

of 
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of  this  eternal  life,  as  the  head  of  the  body  $  and  too 
poiTeffion  of  it,  not  only  to  enjoy  himfelf,  but  to  befto 
on  all  who  believe  in  him  :  fo  that  the  whole  churcl 
as  it  were,  rifes  in  him.  And  now  he  who  lately  fu; 
fered  fo  much,  after  this  is  to  fufFer  no  more  for  evej 
but  to  enter  into  eternal  glory.  God  the  Father  ne 
ther  experts  nor  delires  any  more  fullering. 

This  refurreftion  of  Chritl  is  the  mod  joyful  ever 
that  ever  came  to  pafs  ;  becaufe  hereby  Chrill:  refte 
from  the  great  and  difficult  work  of  purchaling  n 
demption,  and  received  God’s  teltimony,  that  it  was  f 
niffied.  The  death  of  Chrill  was  the  greateft  and  moi 
wonderful  event  that  ever  came  to  pafs  ;  but  that  ha 
a  great  deal  in  it  that  is  forrowful.  But  by  the  refui 
region  of  Chrill,  that  forrow  is  turned  into  joy.  Th 
head  of  the  whole  church,  in  that  great  event,  er 
ters  on  the  poiTeffion  of  eternal  life  5  and  the  whol 
church  is,  as  it  were,  “  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope, 
1  Pet.  i.  3.  Weeping  had  continued  for  a  night,  be 
now  joy  cometh  in  the  morning,  the  mod  joyfe 
morning  that  ever  was.  This  is  the  day  of  the  reign 
ing  of  the  head  of  the  church,  and  all  the  churcl 
reigns  with  him.  This  is  fpoken  of  as  a  day  which  wa 
worthy  to  be  commemorated  with  the  greateft  joy  of  al 
days  :  Pfal.  cxviii.  24.  a  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lon 
“  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.”  An< 
therefore  this  above  all  other  days  is  appointed  for  th 
day  of  the  church’s  fpiritual  rejoicing  to  the  end  of  th 
world,  to  be  weekly  fandlified,  as  their  day  of  holy  rel 
and  joy,  that  the  church  therein  may  reft  and  rejoie 
with  her  head.  And  as  the  3d  chapter  of  Genelis  i 
the  moft  forrowful  chapter  in  the  Bible  ;  fo  thofe  chap 
ters  in  the  evangelifts  that  give  an  account  of  the  re 
furredlion  of  Chrill,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  mof 
joyful  chapters  in  all  the  Bible  :  for  thofe  chapters  giv< 
an  account  of  the  liniihing  of  the  purchafe  of  redemp 
tion,  and  the  beginning  of  the  glory  of  the  head  of  th< 
church,  as  the  greateft  leal  and  earneft  of  the  eterna 
glory  of  all  the  reft. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  the  day  of  the  gofpe 
moft  properly  begins  with  the  refurredtion  of  Chrill 

- Till  Chrill  rofe  from  the  dead,  the  Old-Teftameni 

difpenftition  remained  :  but  now  it  ceafes,  all  being  fill* 
"  '  filled 
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filled  that  was  fhadowed  forth  iri  the  typical  ordinances 
of  that  dilpenfation  :  fo  that  here  mdh  properly  is  the 
end  of  the  Old-  Feftament  night,  -'fid  Cnrifc  tiling  ft om 
the  grave  with  joy  and  glory,  was  as  the  joyml  bude- 
groom  of  the  church,  as  a  glorious  conqueiOL  to  fuL- 
due  their  enemies  under  then4  feet  )  or  was  hire  the  fun 
riling  as  it  were  from  under  the  earth,  after  a  long 
night  of  darknefs,  and  coming  fortn  as  a  bridegroom, 
prepared  as  a  lirong  man  to  run  his  race,  appearing  in 
joyful  light  to  enlighten  the  world.  Now  that  joyful 
and  excellent  difpenfation  begins,  that  glorious  difpen- 
fation,  of  which  the  p  r  op  nets  propheiied  fo  mucia  5 
now  the  gofpelrfun  is  rifen  in  glory,  i(  and  with  healing 
n  his  wiiiDsf’  that  thofe  who  tear  God’s  name,  may 
iC  go  forth,  and  grow  up  as  calves  ot  the  itall. 

II.  Chrifi’s  afcenlion  into  heaven.  In  this  I  would 
include  his  lilting  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  For 
Chrift’s  afcenlion,  and  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
can  Icarccly  be  looked  upon  as  two  dutinff  things  :  for 
Chib'  \s  afcenfion  was  nothing  elfe,  but  afeending  to 
God’s  right  hand  ;  it  was  his  coming  to  fit  down  at  his 
Father  slight  hand  in  glory.  This  was  another  thing 
Whereby  Chri'r  was  put  into  a  capacity  for  the  accom- 
plilhing  the  efFeft  of  his  purchafe  *,  as  one  that  comes  to 
be  a  deliverer  of  a  people  as  tlieir  king,  in  order  to  it, 
and  that  he  may  be  under  the  bed  capacity  for  it,  is 
fir  ft  irtftalled  in  his  throne.  We  are  told,  that  Chriit 
was  exalted  for  this  end,  that  he  might  accomplish  the 
fuccefs  ot  his  redemption  :  A6ls  v.  31.  ct  Him  hath 
"  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand,  for  to  give  repent- 
i(  ance  unto  Ilfael,  and  the  remiffion  of  fins/’ 

Ch  rill’s  afcenlion  into  heaven  was,  as.it  were,  his  fo- 
lemn  enthronization,  whereby  the  Father  did  fet  him 
upon  the  throne,  and  invell  him  with  the  glory  of  his 
kingdom  which  he  had  purchafed  for  himfeH,  that  he 
Tnight  thereby  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  Ins  redemption  in 
conquering  all  his  enemies:  Pfal.  cx.  1.  c<  Sit  thou 
<<  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy 
“  footflool.”  Chrift  entered  into  heaven,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  fuccefs  of  his  purchale,  as  the  high  prieft  of 
old,  after  he  had  offered  facrifice^  entered  Into  the 
holy  of  holies  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  the  facrifice  which  he  had 
See  Heb.  ix.  12.  He  entered  into  heaven, 
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there  to  make  interceftion  for  his  people,  to  plead  the 
facrifice  which  he  had  made  in  order  to  the  fuccefs  of 
it,  Heb.  vii.  25.  v 

And  as  he  afeended  into  heaven,  God  the  Father  did 
in  a  vifible  manner  let  him  on  the  throne  as  king  of  the 
univerfe.  He  then  put  the  angels  all  under  him,  and 
fubjedted  heaven  and  earth  under  him,  that  he  might 
govern  them  for  the  good  of  the  people  for  whom  he 
had  died,  Eph.  i.  20.  21.  22. 

And  as  C  hr  iff  rofe  from  the  dead,  fo  he  afeended 
into  heaven  as  the  head  of  the  body  and  forerunner  oi 
all  the  church  ;  and  fo  they,  as  it  were,  afeend  with 
him,  as  well  as  rife  with  him  :  fo  that  we  are  both  rai- 
fed  up  together,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Chrift,  Eph.  ii.  6. 

The  day  of  ChrifFs  afcenflon  into  heaven  was  doubt 
lefs  a  joyful,  glorious  day  in  heaven.  And  as  heaver 
received  Chrilf,  God-man,  as  its  king,  fo  doubtlefs  r 
received  a  great  acceftion  of  glory  and  happinefs,  fai 
bevond  what  it  had  before.  So  that  the  times  in  bed 

J 

parts  of  the  church,  both  that  part  which  is  in  heaven 
and  alfo  that  which  is  on  earth,  are  become  more  glo 
rious  iince  Chrifl’s  humiliation  than  before. 

So  much  for  thofe  things  whereby  Chrift  was  put  in 
to  the  beft  capacity  for  obtaining  the  fuccefs  of  redemp 
tion. 

PART  II. 

fNow  proceed  to  fhow  how  he  accompliflied  this  fur. 

cefs.  Ancf  here  I  would  obferve,  that  this  fuccef 
confifts  in  two  things,  viz.  either  in  grace,  or  in  glory 
That  fuccefs  which  confifts  in  the  former,  is  to  be  fee] 
in  thofe  works  of  God  which  are  wrought  during  thof 
ages  of  the  church  wherein  the  church  is  continue! 
under  the  outward  means  of  grace.  That  fuccefs  whicl 
confifts  in  the  latter  of  thefe,  viz.  glory,  has  its  chic 
accomplifhment  at  the  day  of  judgement. 

Sec  t.  I. 

|  Would  flrft  confider  the  former  kind  of  fuccef 
conftfting  in  God’s  grace  here  5  which  mainly  appear 

jj 


Part II.  i.  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  235 

in  the  works  of  Ood  during  the  time  that  the  Chriftian 
church  continues  under  the  means  of  grace  ;  which  is 
from  Chrift’s  relurreCtion  to  his  appearing  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  to  judgement  ;  which  includes  the  thiee  foi- 
mer  of  thofe  great  events  of  providence  before  men¬ 
tioned,  which  are  called  CbrijTs  coming  in  his  kingdom • 
In  fpeaking  of  this  fuccefs,  I  would, 

1.  Mention  thofe  things  by  which  the  means  of  this 
fuccefs  were  eftablifhed  alter  Chrift’s  refurreclion  •  and) 

2.  Confider  the  fuccefs  itfelf* 

§  I.  I  would  confider  thofe  difpenfations  of  provi¬ 
dence,  by  which  the  means  of  this  fuccels  were  elta- 
blifbed  after  Chrift’s  refurreftion. 

I.  The  aboliihing  of  the  Jewilh  difpenlation.  This 
indeed  was  gradually  done,  but  it  began  from  the  time 
of  Chrift’s  refur reftion,  in  which  the  abolition  of  it  is 
founded.  This  was  the  firft  thing  done  towards  bring¬ 
ing  the  former  ftate  of  the  world  to  an  end.  this  is 
to  be  looked  upon  as  the  great  means  of  the  fuccels  of 
Chrift’s  redemption.  For  the  Jewilh  dilpenlation  was 
not  fitted  for  more  than  one  nation  :  it  was  not  fitted 
for  the  practice  of  the  world  in  general,  or  for  a  church 
of  God  dwelling  in  all  parts  of  the  world  :  nor  would 
it  have  been  in  any  wife  practicable  by  them  }  it  would 
have  been  impoffibie  for  men  living  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  go  to  Jerufalem  three  times  a-year,  as  was  pre¬ 
ferred  in  that  conftitution.  When  therefore  God  had 
a  clefign  of  enlarging  his  church,  as  he  did  after  Chrift’s 
refurreclion,  it  was  neceftary  that  this  dilpenlation 
fhould  be  aboli flied.  If  it  had  been  continued,  -it 
would  have  been  a  great  block  and  hinderance  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  church.  And  belides,  their  cere- 
monial  law,  by  reafon  of  its  burdenfomcnels,  ana  great 
peculiarity  of  fome  of  its  rites,  was  as  it  were  a  wall  of 
partition,  and  was  the  ground  of  enmity  between  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  would  have  kept  the  Gentiles 
from  complying  with  the  true  religion.  1  his  wall 
therefore  was  broken  down  to  make  way  for  the  more 
extenfive  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  •,  as  Eph.  ii.  14.  15. 

II.  The  next  thing  in  order  of  time  leems  to  be  the 
appointment  of  the  Chriftian  fabbath.  For  though  this 
was  gradually  eftablifhed  in  the  Chriftian  church,  yet 
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thoft  tilings  by  which  the  revelation  of  God’s  m'nd 
and  will  was  made,  began  on  the  day  of  Ch rift’s  refur- 
retfion,  by  his  appearing  then  to  his  difciples,  John 
xx-  19.  j  and  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  his  appear¬ 
ing  from  time  to  time  on  that  day  rather  than  any 
other,  John  xx.  26.  and  by  his  fending  down  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  fo  remarkably  on  that  day,  Acts  ii.  1.  and 
afterwards  in  directing  that  public  aftemblies  and  the 
public  worth  ip  of  Chriftians  fhould  be  on  that  day, 
which  may  be  concluded  from  Acts  xx  7.  1  Cor  xvi.  f. 

2.  and  Rev.  i.  10.  And  fo  the  day  of  the  week  on 

¥ 

which  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  that  joyful  day,  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  the  day  of  the  church’s  holy  rejoicing  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  day  of  their  ftated  public 
worlhip.  And  this  is  a  very  great  and  principal  means 
of  the  luccefs  which  the  gofpel  has  had  in  the  world. 

HI.  The  next  thing  was  Chrift’s  appointment  oi 
the  gofpehrniniftry,  and  commiffionating  and  fending 
forth  his  apoftles  to  teach  and  baptize  all  nations. 
Of  thefe  things  we  have  an  account  in  Matth.  xxviii, 
19.  20.  cs  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
u  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
u  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  teaching 
<c  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 

<c  manded  von  :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alvvay,  ever 
*  •>  « * 

<c  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” - There  were  three 


things  done  by  this  one  instruction  and  commiftion  oJ 
Chrift  to  his  apoftles,  viz. 

1.  The  appointment  of  the  office  of  the  gofpel-mim 
ftry.  For  this  commiftion  which  Chrift  gives  to  his  a^ 
poltles,  in  the  moft  effiential  parts  of  it,  belongs  to  al 
minifters  ;  and  the  apoftles,  by  virtue  of  it,  were  mini 
fters  or  eiders  of  the  church. 

2.  Here  is  fo  me  thing  peculiar  in  this  commiftion  o: 
the  apoftles,  viz.  to  go  forth  from  one  nation  to  an 
ether,  preaching  the  gofpel  in  all  the  world.  The  a 
potties  had  ftomething  above  what  belonged  to  their  or 
dinary  character  as  minifters  ;  they  had  an  extraordi 
nary  power  of  teaching  and  ruling,  which  extended  t( 
all  the  churches  ;  and  not  only  all  the  churches  wlikl 

*  i  * 

then  were,  but  all  that  ihouid  be  to  the  end  of  th< 
xvorld  by  their  miniftry.  And  fo  the  apoftles  were,  a 
jt  were,  in  fubordinatioh  to  Chrift,  made  foundations  o 
the  Chrittian  church.  See  Eph.  ii.  20.  and  Rev.  xxi.  14 
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7.  Here  is  an  appointment  of  Chriftian  baptifm.  This 
ordinance  indeed  had  a  beginning  before  j  John  tli 
Baptift  and  Chrift  both  baptized.  But  now  efpeoa.l/ 
by  this  inftitution  is  it  eftabliihed  as  an  ordinance  to  be 
upheld  in  the  Chriftian  church  to  the  end  of  the  work  . 

_ —The  ordinance  of  the  Lord  s  kipper  had  been  efb 

blifhed  before,  juft  before  Chrift’s  crucifixion.  . 

IV.  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved,.  is  the  enduing 
the  apoftles,  and  others,  with  extraordinary  and  mini- 
culous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  fuch  as  the  gift  of 
tongues,  the  gift  of  healing,  of  prophecy,  See.  1  he 
Spirit  of  God  was  poured  out  in  great  abundance  m 
this  relpeft  ;  fo  that  not  only  minifters,  but  a  very  great 
part  of*  the  Chriftians  through  the  world  were  endued 
with  them,  both  old  and  young ;  not  only  officers,  and 
more  honourable  perfons,  but  the  meanei  foi  t  o  Pco" 
pie,  fervants  and  handmaids,  were  commonly  endued 
with  them,  agreeable  to  Joel’s  prophecy,  Joel  it.  28.  29. 
of  which  prophecy  the  Apoftle  Peter  takes  notice,  that 
it  is  accompliihed  in  this  difpenfation,  Acts  ii.  1 1  • 

How  wonderful  a  difpenfation  was  this  !  Undei  toe 
Old  Teftament,  but  few  had  fuch  honours  put  upon 
them  by  God.  Moles  wiftied  that  all  the  Lord’s  people 
were  prophets,  Numb.xi.  29.  *,  whereas  Jofhua  thought 
it  much  that  Eldad  and  Medad  prophefied.  But  now 
we  find  the  wifh  of  Moles  fulfilled.  And  this  conti¬ 
nued  in  a  very  confukrable  degree  to  the  end  of  the  a- 
poftolic  ag"e,  or  the  lirft  hundred  years  aftei  the  bii  tli 
of  ChriiL  which  is  therefore  called  the  age  of  miracles. 

This  was  a  great  means  of  the  fucceis  of  the  gofpel 
in  that  age,  and  of  eltablilhmg  the  Chriftian  chuicn  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  *,  and  not  only  in  that  age,  but  in 
all  ages  to  the  end  of  the  world  :  ror  CI11  iltianity  bwing 
by  this  means  eftabliihed  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
known  world  by  miracles,  it  was  alter  that  nioie  eaiily 
continued  by  tradition  ;  and  then,  by  means  of  thele  ex¬ 
traordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gholt,  the  apoftles,  and 
others,  were  enabled  to  write  the  Hew  Lcftament,  to 
be  an  infallible  rule  of  faitn  and  manners  to  the  church, 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  And  furthermore,  thele  mi¬ 
racles  fraud  recorded  in  thole  writings  as  a  handing 
proof  and  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  to  all  ages. 
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'  '  ^ie  next  thing  I  would  obferve  is  the  revealin? 
Ihoie  glorious  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  fully  and  plainly; 
winch  had  under  the  Old  Teftament  been  obfcurely  re- 
vealed.  1  he  doctrine  of  Chrift’s  fatisfaction  and  rich- 
teoulnefs,  his  alcenhon  and  glory,  and  the  wav  of  fai- 
vation,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  were  in  a  great  mca- 
iti.c  hid  under  the  vail  of  types  and  fhadows,  and  more 
obfcure  revelations,  as  Moles  put  a  vail  on  his  face  to 
iude  the  mining  of  it  :  but  now  the  vail  of  the  temple 
is  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  and  Chrift,  the  an- 
tetype  of  Mofes,  fhines  :  the  fhining  of  his  face  is  with? 
out  a  vail;  2  Cor.  iii.  12.  13.  &  13.  Now  thele  glo¬ 
rious  myftenes  are  plainly  revealed,  which  were  in  a 
great  meafure  kept  fecret  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  Eph.  iii.  3.  4.  3. ;  Rom.  xvi.  25.  “  According 
to  the  revelation  of  the  myfcery  which  was  kept  fe- 
ciet  fince  the  world  began,  but  now  is  made  mani- 
i 1 ;  >  ^  and,  Col.  i.  26.  “  Even  the  ‘myftery  which 
hath  been  hid  from  ages,  and  generations,  but  now  is 
“  made  manifeft  to  his  faints.” 

Thus  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  after  it  is  rifen  front 
undei  the  earth,  begins  to  Ihine  forth  clearly,  and  not 
only  by  a  dim  reflection  as  it  did  before.  Chrift,  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  revealed  many  things  more  clearly  than 
ever  they  had  been  revealed  in  the  Old  Teftament ;  but 
the  great  myfteries  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  and  reconci¬ 
le. non  by  Ins  death,  and  juftiflcat.cn  by  his  rightcouf- 
nefs,  were  not  fo  plainly  revealed  before  Chrift’s  refur- 
reftion.  Chrift  gave  this  reafon  for  it,  that  he  would 
r  ot  put  new  wine  into  old  bottles  j  and  it  was  gradually 
done  after  Chrift’s  refurrection.  In  all  likelihood,  Chrift 
liiiicii  more  clearly  inftructed  them  perfonally  after  his 
renm  eflion,  and  before  his  afeenfton ;  as  we  read  that 
ne  continued  with  them  forty  days,  Ipeaking  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom,  Adds  i.  3.5  and 
inat  <(  lie  opened  their  imderftandings,  that  they  might 
11  ndm  ft  and  the  feriptures",”  Cuke  xxiv.  45*  -But  the 
clear  revelation  of  thele  things  was  principally  after  the 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  a- 
greeable  to  Chrift’s  proitiife,  John  xvi.  12.  13.  u  I 
have  yet  many  tilings  to  lay  unto,  but  ye  cannot  bear 
“  them  now.  Howbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is 
comp,  he  111  all  guide  you  into  all  truth.”  This  clear 
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revelation  of  the  my  fieri  es  of  the  golpel,  as  they  aie 
delivered,  we  have  chiefly  through  the  hands  or  me 
Apoftle  Paul,  by  whofe  writings  a  child  may  come  to 
know  more  of  the  do&rines  of  the  golpel,  in  many  ie- 
fpecls,  than  the  greateft  prophets  knew  under  the  dam- 

nefs  of  the  Old  Teftament.  , 

Thus  we  fee  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  be¬ 
gan  to  dawn  immediately  after  the  fall,  and  / 

grew  and  increafed  through  all  the  ages  of  the  c 
foment,  as  we  obferved  as  we  went  along,  is  now  come 
to  the  light  of  perfect  day,  and  the  brightnefs  of  me 

fun  Ihining  forth  in  his  unvailed  glory. 

VI.  The  next  thing  that  I  would  obferve,  is  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  office  of  deacons  in  the  Chriffian 
church,  which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  6th  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  A&s,  to  take  care  for  the  outward  fupply  or 
the  members  of  Chrift’s  church,  and  the  exercife  of 

that  great  Chriffian  virtue  of  charity. 

VII.  The  calling,  and  qualifying,  and  fending  the 
Apoftle  Paul.  This  was  begun  in  his  converfion  as  he 
was  going  to  Damafcus,  and  was  one  of  tlie  greateft 
means  of  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  that  fol¬ 
lowed  :  for  this  fuccefs  was  more  by  the  labours, 
preaching,  and  writings  of  this  Apoftle,  than  all  the  o- 
ther  apoftles  put  together.  For,  as  he  fays,  i  Cor.xv. 
io*  he  c<  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all  *,  fo 
his  fuccefs  was  more  abundant  than  that  of  them  all.  As 
he  was  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  fo  it  was  mainly  by  his 
miniffry  that  the  Gentiles  were  called,  and  the  golpel 
fpread  through  the  world  *,  and  our  nation,  and  the  o- 
ther  nations  of  Europe,  have  the  gofpel  among  them 
chiefly  through  his  means  ;  and  he  was  more  employed 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  revealing  the  glorious  do&rines 
of  the  gofpel  by  his  writings,  for  die  ufe  of  the  church 
in  all  ages,  than  all  the  other  apoftles  takrii  together. 

VIII.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  ecclefiaftical  councils,  for  deciding  controver¬ 
ts,  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  church  of  Chriff, 
of  which  we  have  an  account  in  the  15th  chapter  ol 


Acls. 

IX.  The  laff  thing  I  {hall  mention  under  this  head, 
is  the  committing  the  New  Teftament  to  writing.  iliis 

was  all  written  after  the  refurreftion  of  Chriff  *,  and  all 

written, 
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written,  either  by  the  apoftles,  or  by  the  evangeliftg 
Vv-ho  were  companions  of  the  apoftles.  Ail  the"  Ne\v 
Te  if  ament  was  written  by  the  apoftles  themfelves,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  was  written  by  Mark  and  Luke,  viz.  the 
gofpels  of  Mark  and  Luke,  and  the  book  of  the  Ach 
or  the  Apoftles.  He  that  wrote  the  gofpel  of  Mark,  is 
fuppofcd  to  be  he  whole  mother  was  Mary,  in  whofe 
houie^ they  were  praying  for  Peter,  when  he,  brought 
out  of  prifon  by  the  angel,  came  and  knocked  at  the 
door;  of  which  we  read,  Acfts  xii.  12.  “  And  when 
“  he  had  confidered  the  thing,  he  came  to  the  hou'fis 
ol  hi  ary  the  mother  of  John,  whofe  iirname  was 
f<  Mark,  where  many  were  gathered  together,  pray- 
“  ing.”  He  was  the  companion  of  the  apoftles  Barna¬ 
bas  and  Saul  :  Ads  xv.  37.  “  And  Barnabas  determi¬ 
ned  to  take  with  them  John,  whofe  iirname  was 
<c  Mark. ’  He  was  Barnabas’s  lifter’s  ion,  and  feems 
fometimes  to  have  been  a  companion  of  the  Apoule 
Paul  :  Col.  iv.  10.  u  Ariitarchus,  my  fellow-prifoner, 
“  faluteth  you,  and  Marcus,  lifter’s  fon  to  Barnabas; 
“  touching  whom  ye  received  commandment  :  if  he 
“  come  unto  you,  receive  him.”  The  apoftles  feem  to 
have  made  great  account  of  him,  as  appears  by  thofe 
places,  and  alio  by  A  (Sts  xii.  25.  <c  And  Barnabas  and 
i t  Saul  returned  from  Jerufalem,  and  took  with  them 
“  John,  whofe  firname  was  Mark;”  and  Acfts  xiih  5, 
And  when  they  were  at  Salamis,  they  preached  the 
word  of  God  in  the  fynagogues  of  the  Jews ;  and 
“  they  had  alio  John  to  their  minifter  and,  2  Tim. 
iv.  11.  “  Only  Luke  is  with  me:  take  Mark  and  bring 
“  him  with  thee  ;  for  he  is  profitable  to  me  for  the 
4£  mini  ft  ry.” 

This  I  mke,  who  wrote  the  gofpel  of  Luke  and  the 
book  of  Acts,  was  a  great  companion  of  the  Apoftle 
Paul.  He  is  fpoken  of  as  being  with  him  in  the  laft- 
ineutioned  place,  and  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  accompany¬ 
ing  him  in  his  travels  in  the  hiftory  of  the  AGs  ;  and 
therefore  lie  1  peaks  in  the  firft  perfon  plural,  when 

r  i  •  r  11  n  1  a  .  -.it-  ,■» 


^  k  i  i  J 

ipeaking  oi  haul’s  travels,  laying,  AYe  went  to  fuel 

1  »  *  1  -s  ii  r  •  1  tA  r  1  -*  « 


and  India  place  ;  AVe  let  fell ;  We  lanched  from  fucli 

I  1  i  l  »  r*  1  1  r  tr  „ 


JL  # 

place  ;  and  landed  at  fuch  a  place.  He  was  greatly  be 
loved  by  the  Apoftle  Paul :  he  is  tf 


loved  by  the  Apoftle  Paul :  he  is  that  beloved  phyliciar 
fpoken  of,  Coi.  iv.  14.  The  Apoftle  ranks  Mark  anc 


Luk( 
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Luke  among  his  fellow-labourers,  Philemon,  24.  “  Mar- 
“  cus,  Ariftarchus,  Demas,  Lucas,  my  fello  w-labour - 
*(  ers.” 

The  reft  of  the  books  were  all  written  by  the  apoftles 
themfelves.  The  books  of  the  New  Teftament  are  ei¬ 
ther  hiftoricai,  or  doclrinal,  or  prophetical.  The  hi¬ 
storical  books  are  the  writings  of  the  four  evangelifts, 
giving  us  the  hiftory  of  Ch rift,  and  his  purchafe  of  re¬ 
demption,  and  his  refurredtion  and  afcenftOn  ;  and  the 
A£ts  of  the  Apoftles,  giving  an  account  of  the  great 
things  by  which  the  Chriftian  church  was  firft  eftablifh- 
ed  and  propagated.  The  doctrinal  books  are  the  epi- 
ftles.  Thefe,  moft  of  them,  we  have  from  the  great 
Apoftle  Paul.  And  we  have  one  prophetical  book, 
which  takes  place  after  the  end  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
whole  Bible,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  great  events 
which  were  to  come  to  pafs,  by  which  the  work  of  re- 
demntion  was  to  be  carried  on  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

All  thefe  books  are  fuppoled  to  have  been  written 
before  the  deftruction  of  Jerufalem,  excepting  thofe 
which  were  written  by  the  Apoftle  John,  who  lived  the 
longeft  of  all  the  apoftles,  and  wrote  what  he  wrote 
after  the  deftruction  of  Jerufalem,  as  is  fuppofed.  And 
to  this  beloved  difciple  it  was  that  Chrift  revealed  thofe 
wonderful  things  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  in  his 
church  to  the  end  of  time  ;  and  he  was  the  perfon  that 
put  the  finiftiing  hand  to  the  canon  of  the  feriptures, 
and  fealed  the  whole  of  it.  So  that  now  the  canon  of 
feripture,  that  great  and  Handing  written  rule,  which 
was  begun  about  Moles’s  time,  is  completed  and  fettled, 
and  a  curfe  denounced  againft  him  that  adds  any  thing 
to  it,  or  diminifhes  any  thing  from  it.  And  fo  all 
tilings  are  eftablilhed  and  completed  which  relate  to  the 
appointed  means  of  grace.  All  the  ftated  means  of 
grace  were  ftnilhed  in  the  apoftolical  age,  or  before  the 
death  of  the  Apoftle  John,  and  are  to  remain  unaltered 
to  the  day  of  judgement.  * 

Thus  far  we  have  cbnfidered  thofe  things  by  which 
the  means  of  grace  were  given  and  eftablilhed  in  the 
Chriftian  church. 


§  II.  The  other  thing  propofed  relating  to  the  fuccefs 
<?f  Chrift’s  redemption  during  the  church's  continuance 

H  h  under 
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under  means  of  grace,  was  to  {how-how  this  fuccefs 
was  cairied  on  j  which  is  what  I  would  now  proceed 
to  do. 

And  here  it  is  worthy  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
Chriftian  church,  during  its  continuance  under  the 
means  of  grace,  is  in  two  very  different  hates. 

1.  In  a  filtering,  afflifted,  perfecuted  hate,  as,  for 
the  moft  part  it  is,  from  the  refurreclion  of  Chrift  till 
the  fall  of  Antichrift. 

2.  In  a  hate  of  peace  and  profperity  5  which  is  the 
Rate  that  the  church,  for  the  moft  part,  is  to  be  in  af¬ 
ter  the  fall  of  Antichrift. 


•  First,  I  would  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chnft’s  re¬ 
demption  is  carried  on  during  the  continuance  of  the 
church’s  fuffering  ftate,  from  the  refurreclion  of  Chrift 
to  the  fall  of  Antichrift.  This  fpace  of  time,  for  the 
moft  part,  is  a  ftate  of  the  church’s  fufferings,  and  is 
fo  reprefented  in  fcripture.  Indeed  God  is  pleafed,  out 
of  love  and  pity  to  his  elect,  to  grant  many  intermif- 
fions  of  the  church’s  fufferings  during  this  time,  where¬ 
by  the  days  of  tribulation  are  as  it  were  ihortened.  But 
from  Chrift’s  refurreclion  till  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  is 
the  appointed  day  of  lion’s  troubles.  During  this  fpace 
of  time,  for  the  moft  part,  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
church  is  under  perfecution ,  and  great  part  of  the 
time,  the  whole  church,  or  at  leaft  the  generality  of 
God’s  people,  have  been  perfecuted. 

For  the  ftrft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift,  the 
church  was  for  the  moft  part  in  a  ftate  of  great  afflic¬ 
tion,  the  object  of  reproach  and  perfecution ,  ftrft  by 


the  Jews,  and  then  by  the  Heathen.  After  this,  from 
the  beginning  ot  Conftantine’s  time,  the  church  had 
reft  and  profperity  for  a  little  while  ;  which  is  repre¬ 
fented  in  Rev.  vii.  at  the  beginning,  by  the  angel’s  hold¬ 
ing  the  four  winds  for  a  little  while.  But  prefently  af¬ 
ter,  the  church  again  fullered  perfecution  from  the  A- 
rians  ;  and  after  that,  Antichrift  rofe,  and  the  church 
was  driven  away  into  the  wildernefs,  and  was  kept 
down  in  obfeurity,  and  contempt,  and  fuffering,  for  a 
Jong  time,  under  Antichrift,  before  the  reformation  by 
Luther  and  others.  And  ftnee  the  Reformation,  the 
church’s  perfecutions  have  been  beyond  all  that  ever  were 

'  before. 
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before.  And  though  forne  parts  of  God’s  church  fome- 
times  have  had  red,  yet  to  this  day,  for  the  moil  part, 
the  true  church  is  very  much  kept  under  by  its  enemies, 
and  fome  parts  of  it  Under  grievous  perfecution  *,  and  fo 
we  may  expert  it  will  continue  till  the  tall  of  Antichrid  ^ 
and  then  will  come  the  appointed  day  of  the  church’s 
profperity  on  earth,  the  let  time  in  which  God  will  fa¬ 
vour  Zion,  the  time  when  the  faints  fliall  not  be  kept 
under  by  wicked  men,  as  it  has  been  hitherto ;  but 
wherein  they  fhall  be  uppermod,  and  fliall  reign  on. 
earth,  as  it  is  laid,  Rev.  v.  10.  “  And  the  kingdom 

fliall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  molt 

High,”  Dan.  Vii.  27.  ,  ,  . 

This  differing  Hate  of  the  church  is  in  fcripture  re- 
prefented  as  a  Hate  of  the  church's  travail,  John  xvi. 
20.  21.  and  Rev.  xii.  1.  2.  What  the  church  is  in  tra¬ 
vail  Hriving  to  bring  forth  during  this  time,  is  that 
glory  and  profperity  of  the  church  which  ihall  be  after 
the  fall  of  AntichriH,  and  then  fliall  fhe  bring  forth 
her  child.  This  is  a  long  time  of  the  church’s  trouble 
and  affliction,  and  is  fo  fpoken  of  in  fcripture,  though 
it  be  fpoken  of  as  being  but  for  a  little  feafon,  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  eternal  profperity  of  the  church.  Hence 
the  church,  under  the  long  continuance  of  this  afflic¬ 
tion,  cries  out,  as  in  Rev.  vi.  10.  u  How  long,  O  Lord} 
*«  holy  and  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our 
«  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?”  And  we 
are  told,  that  “  white  robes  were  given  unto  every  one 
“  of  them ;  aiid  it  was  laid  Unto  them,  that  they  fhould 
u  reH  yet  for  a  little  feafon,  until  their  fellow-ferVants 
u  alfo,  and  their  brethren,  that  fhould  be  killed  as  they 
<%  were,  fhould  be  fulfilled.”  80,  Dan.  xii.  6.  “  How 
«  long  fflall  it  be  to  the.  end  of  thefe  wonders  ?” 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  during  the  time  of  thefe 
bufferings  of  the  church,  the  main  indrument  of  their 
bufferings  has  been  the  Roman  government  :  her  afflic¬ 
tions  have  aimed  all  along  been  from  Rome.  That  is 
therefore  in  the  New  TeHament  called  Babylon ;  be- 
taufe,  as  of  old  the  troubles  of  the  city  jeru tide m 
were  mainly  from  that  adverfe  city  Babylon,  lo  the 
troubles  of  the  Chriftian  church,  the  lpiritual  Jerula- 
letn,  during  the  long  time  of  its  tribulation,  mainly 

ii  h  z  '  from 
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from  Rome.  Before  the  time  of  Conftantine,  the  trou« 
bles  of  the  Chriftian  church  were  from  Heathen  Rome: 
ilnce  that  time,  its  troubles  have  been  mainly  from 
i^ntichriftian  Rome.  And  as  of  old,  the  captivity  of 
the  Jews  cea fed  on  the  deftrudlion  of  Babylon,  fo  the. 
time  o«  the  trouble  of  the  Chriftian  church  will  ceafe 
with  the  deftrtuftion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  that  fpiri- 
tual  Babylon. 

In  fhovving  how  the  fnccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  is. 
carried  on  during  this  time  of  the  church’s  tribulation, 
I  would, 

i I. * 3 * * *  7 

1.  Show  how  it  was  carried  on  till  the  definition  of. 
Jerufalem,  with  which  ended  the  lirft  great  difpenfa- 

tion  of  Providence  which  is  called  ChrijF  s  coming  in  his 
kingdom. 

2.  How  it  was  carried  on  from  thence  to  the  de¬ 
finition  of  the  Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Con® 

ft  amine,  which  is  the  fecond  difpenfation  called  ChriJTs 
coming. 

3 •  How  it  is  carried  on  from  thence  to  the  deftruc- 
fion  of  Antichrift,  when  will  be  accomplifhed  the  third 
great  event  called  Chrift’s  coming ,  and  with  which  the 
days  of  the  church's  tribulation  and  travail  end. 


I.  I  would  fhow  how  the  fticcefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafc 
of  redemption  was  carried  on  from  Chrift’s  refurretfion 

to  the  definition  of  Jerufalem.  In  fpeaking  of  this,  X 
would,  i.  take  notice  of  the  fuccefs  itfelf;  and,  2.  the 
qppofmon  made  again  ft  it  by  the  enemies  of  it;  and, 

3.  the  terrible  judgements  of  God  on  thofe  ene¬ 

mies. 

1.  I  would  abler vc  the  fuccefs  itfelf.  Soon  after 

Chi  ifl  had  firiillied  the  purchafe  of  redemption,  and' 
was  gone  into  heaven,  and  entered  into  the  holy  of 
holies  with  his  own  blood,  there  began  a  glorious  fuc- 

cefs  of  what  he  had  done  and  fullered.  Having  under¬ 
mined  the  foundation  of  Satan’s  kingdom,  it  began  to, 
fall  apace.  Swiftly  did  it  haften  to  ruin  in  the  world, 
which  might  well  be  compared  to  Satan’s  falling  like 
lightning  from  heaven.  Satan  before  had  exalted  his 
throne  very  high  in  this  world,  even  to  the  very  ftars 
of  heaven,  reigning  with  great  glory  in  his  Heathen 
Roman  empire  :  but  never  before  had  he  fueli  a  down- 
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fal  as  he  had  foon  after  Chrift’s  afcenfion.  He  had,  wc 
may  fuppofe,  been  very  lately  triumphing  in  a  fiippoftd 
victory,  having  brought  about  the  death  of  Clirift, 
which  he  doubtiefs  gloried  in  as  the  greateft  feat  that 
ever  he  did  *,  and  probably  imagined  he  had  totally  de¬ 
feated  God’s  defign  by  him.  But  he  was  quickly  made 
fenftble,  that  he  had  only  been  ruining  his  own  king¬ 
dom,  when  he  faw  it  tumbling  fo  fall:  fo  loon  after,  as 
a  confequence  of  the  death  oi  Chrift.  For  Chrift,  by 
his  death,  having  purchafed  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  ha¬ 
ving  afcended,  and  received  the  Spirit,  he  poured  it 
forth  abundantly  for  the  converfion  of  thousands  and 


millions  of  fouls. 

Never  had  Chrift’s  kingdom  been  fo  fet  up  in  the 
world.  There  probably  were  more  fouls  converted  in 
the  age  of.  the  apoftles  than  had  been  before  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  till  that  time.  Thus  God  fo 
foon  begins  glorjoufty  to  accomplilh  his  promife  to  his 
Son,  wherein  he  had  promifed,  that  he  fhould  lee  his 
feed,  and  that  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhould  profper 
in  his  hand,  if  he  would  make  his  foul  an  offering  for 


fin.  And, 

(1)  Flere  is  to  be  obferved  the  fuccefs  which  the  go- 
fpel  had  among  the  Jews :  for  God  firft  began  with 
them.  He  being  about  to  reject  the  main  body  of  that 
people,  firft  calls  in  his  ele£t  from  among  them,  before 
he  forfook  them,  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles.  It  was  fo 
in  former  great  and  dreadful  judgements  of  God  on 
that  nation  :  the  bulk  of  them  were  deftroyed,  and  only 
a  remnant  faved,  or  reformed.  So  it  was  in  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  ten  tribes,  long  before  this  rejection  :  the 
bulk  of  the  ten  tribes  were  rejected,  when  they  left  the 
true  worihip  of  God  in  Jeroboam’s  time,  and  after¬ 
wards  more  fully  in  Ahab’s  time.  But  yet  there  was  a 
remnant  of  them  that  God  referred  -  A  number  left 
their  pofTeftiOns  in  thefe  tribes,  and  went  and  fettled  in: 
the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  And  afterwards 
there  were  feven  thouiand  in  Ahab’s  time,  who  had 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  And  fo,  in  the  captivity 
into  Babylon,  only  a  remnant  of  them  ever  returned  to 
their  own  land.  And  fo  now  again,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  were  rejected  entirely,  but  fome  few 
were  fared.  And  therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  compares 
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tins  reservation  of  a  number  that  were  converted  by  the 
preaching  or  the  apottles,  to  thofe  former  remnants  : 
\om.  ix.  27.  6i  Elaias  alfo  crieth  concerning  Ifrael 

Though  the  number  of  the  children  be  as  the  fand 
“  of  the  fea,  a  remnant  fliall  be  faved  ”  See  If.  x.  22. 

c  ^  S^or|ous  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Jews 
atter  ChriiVs  afeenfion,  began  by  the  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  upon  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  of  which  we  read  in 
Ads  ii.  So  wonderful  was  this  pouring  out  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  fo  remarkable  and  fwift  the  effe&  of  it,  that 
Wc  lead  of  three  thoufand  who  were  converted  to  the 
Clniftian  faith  in  one  day,  Acts  ii.  41.  And  probably 
the  gi  eater  part  of  thefe  were  lavingly  converted.  And 
artei  this,  we  read  of  God’s  adding  to  the  church  daily 
loch  as  fliould  be  faved,  verf.  4 7.  And  foon  after,  we 
lead,  that  the  number  of  them  were  about  five  thou¬ 
fand.  1  hus  were  not  only  a  multitude  converted,  but 
the  church  was  then  eminent  in  piety,  as  appears  by 
Adis  ii.  46.  47. ;  iv.  32. 

J  hus  the  Chriftian  church  was  firft  of  all  of 'the  na¬ 
tion  oi  Ifi  ael ;  and  therefore,  when  the  Gentiles  were 
called,  they  were  but  as  it  were  added  to  Ifrael,  to  the 
feed  of  Abraham.  They  were  added  to  the  Chriftian 
church  of  Ifrael,  as  the  prolelytes  of  old  were  to  the 
Moiaic  church  of  Ifrael  ;  and  fo  were  as  it  were  only 
grafted  on  the  flock  of  Abraham,  and  were  not  a  dif- 
tincl  tree  5  for  they  are  all  frill  the  feed  of  Abraham  and 
Ifrael  ;  as  Ruth  the  Moabitefs,  and  Uriah  the  Hittite, 
and  other  profelytes  of  old,  were  the  fame  people,  and 
ranked  as  the  feed  of  Ifrael. 

So  the  Chriftian  church  at  firffc  began  at  Jerufalem, 
and  from  thence  was  propagated  to  all  nations  :  fo  that 
this  church  of  Jerufalem  was  the  church  that  was  as  it 
were  the  mother  of  all  other  churches  in  the  world;  a- 
greeable  to  the  prophecy,  If.  ii.  3.4.  “Out -of  Zion 
ihali  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
rrom  Jerufalem  :  and  he  fhall  judge  among  the  na- 
60ns,  and  rebuke  many  people.”  So  that  the  whole 
church  of  God  is  frill  God's  Jerufalem  :  they  are  his 
Spiritual  Jerufalem,  and  are  as  it  were  only  added  to 
tl.tC  church,  which  was  begun  in  the  literal  Jerufalem. 

Alter  this,  we  read  of  many  thousands  of  Jews 
diat  believed  in  Jeruialem,  AGs  xxi.  20.  And  fo  we 

read 
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read  of  multitudes  of  Jews  who  were  converted  in  o- 
ther  cities  of  Judea ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  even  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  For  where-ever  the  apoflles  went, 
if  there  were  any  Jews  there,  their  manner  was,  hriz 
to  go  into  the  fynagogues  of  the  Jews,  and  preach  the 
gofpel  to  them/ and  many  in  one  place  and  another  be¬ 
lieved  ;  as  in  Damafcus  and  Antioch,  and  many  other 
places  that  we  read  of  in  the  A£ts  of  the  Apoftles. 

In  this  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  which  began  at  the 
Pentecoft  following  Chrift’s  afcenfion,  began  that  firft 
great  difpenfation  which  is  called  Chrift' s  coming  in  bis 
kingdom .  Chrift’s  coming  thus  in  a  lpiritual  manner 
for  the  glorious  fetting  up  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world, 
is  reprefented  by  Chrift  himfelf  as  his  coming  dow  n 
from  heaven,  whither  he  had  afeended,  John  xiv.  18. 
There  Chrift  having  been  fpeaking  of  his  afcenfion, 
fays,  <(  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs }  I  will  come 
unto  you,”  fpeaking  of  his  coming  by  the  coining  of 
the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  or  truth..  And,  veil.  28. 
<c  Ye  have  heard  how  I  laid  unto  you,  I  go  away,  and 
cc  come  again  unto  you.”  And  thus  the  apoftles  began 
to  fee  the  kingdom  of  heaven  come  with  power,  as  he 

promifed  they  fhould,  Mark  ix.  1. 

(2)  What  is  next  to  be  obferved  is  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel  among  the  Samaritans.  After  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel  had  been  fo  glorioufly  begun  among  the  pro¬ 
per  Jews,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  next  wonderfully 
poured  out  on  the  Samaritans,  who  were  not  Jews  by 
nation,  but  the  poiterity  of  thofe  whom  the  king  oi 
AlTyria  removed  from  different  parts  of-  his  dominions, 
and  fettled  in  the  land  that  was  inhabited  by  the  ten 
tribes,  whom  he  carried  captive.  But  yet  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  and  practifed  molt  of 
the  rites  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  fo  were  a  fort  of 
mongrel  Jews.  We  do  not  find  them  reckoned  as 
Gentiles  in  the  New  Teftament :  for  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles  is  fpoken  of  as  a  new  thing  after  this,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  converfion  of  Cornelius.  But  yet  it  was 
an  inftance  of  making  that  a  people  that  were  no  peo¬ 
ple  :  for  they  had  corrupted  the  religion  which  Mofes 
commanded,  and  did  not  go  up  to  Jerufalem  to  wor- 
fh ip,  but  had  another  temple  of  their  own  in  Mount 
Gcrizzim  5  which  is  the  mountain  of  which  the  woman 
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ot  Samaria  fpeaks,  when  fhe  fays,  “  Our  fathers  wor 
“  flipped  in  this  mountain.”  Chrid  there  ‘does  no 
approve  of  their  reparation  from  the  Jews  ;  but  teiis  th 
woman  of  Samaria,  that  they  wor  (hipped  they  knew  ho 
what,  and  that  falvation  is  of  the  Jews,  (hit  now  fal 
yation  is  brought  from  the  Jews  to  them  by  the  preach 
mg  of  Philip,  (excepting  that  before  Chrid  had  fom< 
fuccefs  among  them),  with  whofe  preaching  there  wa< 
a  glorious  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  cit\ 
oi  Samaria,  where  we  are  told,  that  the  people  be¬ 
lieved  I  hilip  preaching  the  tilings  concerning  th( 
“  kingdom  or  Chrid,  and  were  baptized,  both°mea 

u  women  ;  and  that  there  was  great  jov  in  that  city  r 
Afts  viii.  8.—  12.  ' 

Thus  Chr&l  had  a  glorious  harvefein  Samaria*;  which 
is  what  Chrid  Perns  to  have  had  refpeci  to,  in  what  he 
(aid  to  his  difciples  at  Jacob’s  well  three  or  four  years 
be  foie,  on  occafion  of  the  people  of  Samaria’s  appear - 
ing  at  a  di dance  in  the  fields  coining  to  the  place  where 
Chrid  was,  at  the  indication  of  the  woman  of  Samaria. 
On  that  occaiion,  he  bids  his  difciples ,  lift  up  their  eyes 
to  the  field,  tor  that  they  were  white  to  the  h aimed,  John 
iy.  35.  3 6.  1  he  difpofition  which  the  people  of  Sama- 

j.ia  fhorved  towards  Child  and  his  gofpel,  fhowed  that 
they  were  ripe  for  the  harveft.  But  now  the  harved  is 
come  by  Philip’s  preaching.  There  ufed  to  be  a  mod 
bitter  enmity  between  the  Jews  and  Samaritans;  but 
now,  by  tiieir  convention,  the  Chridian  Jews  and  Sa¬ 
maritans  are  all  happily  united  :  for  m  Chrid  Jebis  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Samaritan,  but  Chrid  is  all  in  all.  This 
was  a  glorious  indance' of  the  wolf’s  dwelling  with  the 
Iamb,  and  the  leopard’s  lying  down  with  the  kid. 

(3)  1  he  next  thing  to  be  oh/erved  is  the  fuccefs  there 
was  of  the  go  i  pel  in  calling  the  Gentiles.  This  was  a 
great  and  glorious  difpenfation  of  divine  providence, 
much  Ipoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teda- 
ment,  and  fpokeri  of  by  the  apodles  time  after  time,  as 
a  mod  glorious  event  ot  Chrifrs  redemption.  This  was 
begun  in  the  converdon  of  Cornelius  and  his  family, 
greatly  to  the  admiration  of  Peter,  who  was  ufed  as  the 
in d rumen t  of  it,  and  of  thofe  who  were  with  him,  anti 
or  thofe  who  were  informed  of  it  3  as  you  may  fee,  Acts 
%•  &  xi.  And  the  next  instance  of  it  that  we  have  any 

account 
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account  of,  was  in  the  converiion  of  great  numbers  oi 
Gentiies  in  Cyprus,  and  Cyrene,  and  Antioch,  by  the 
difciples  that  were  fcattered  abroad  by  the  perfecution 
which  arofe  about  Stephen,  as  we  have  an  account  in 
Atts  xi.  19.  20.  21.  And  prefently  upon  this  the  dii* 
ciples  began  to  be  called  Chriftians  fir  ft  at  Antioch^ 
verf.  26. 

And  after  this,  va(t  multitudes  of  Gentiles  were  con¬ 
verted  in  many  different  parts  of  the  world,  chiefly  by 
f  he  mini  dry  of  the  Apoflle  Paul,  a  glorious  pouring 
out  of  the  Spirit  accompanying  his  preaching  in  one 
place  and  another.  IVlultitudes  flocked  into  the  chuich 
of  Chrift  in  a  great  number  of  cities  where  the  Apoftle 
came.  So  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  Chriftian 
church  that  were  Gentiles,  foon  far  exceeded  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  Jewifh  members  *,  yea  fo>  that  in  lefs  than 
ten  years  time  after  Paul  was  fent  forth  from  Antioch 
to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  it  was  laid  of  him  and  his 
companions,  that  they  had  turned  the  world  upfide 
down:  A£ts  xvii.  6.  “  Thefe  that  have  turned  the  world 

upfide  down  are  come  hither  alfo.”  But  the  moit 
remarkable  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  in  a  particular 
city  that  we  have  any  account  of  in  the  New  Teda- 
mentj  feems  to  be  that  in  the  city  of  Ephefus,  which 
was  a  very  great  city.  Of  this  we  have  an  account  in 
Adtsxix.  There  was  alfo  a  very  extraordinary  ingather¬ 
ing  of  fouls  at  Corinth,  one  of  the  greateft  cities  in  all 
Greece.  And  after  this  many  were  converted  in  Rome, 
the  chief  city  of  all  the  world  ;  and  the  gofpel  was 
propogated  into  all  parts  of  the  Roman  empire.  Thus 
the  gofpei-fun,  which  had  lately  rifen  on  the  Jews,  now 
rofe  upon,  and  began  to  enlighten  the  Heathen  world, 
after  they  had  continued  in  grofs  Heathenifh  darknefs 
for  fo  many  ages. 

This  was  a  great  thing,  and  a  new  thing,  fuch  as  ne¬ 
ver  had  been  before.  Ail  nations  but  the  Jews,  and  a 
few  who  had  at  one  time  and  another  joined  with  them, 
had  been  rcje&ed  from  about  Mofes’s  time.  'The  Gen¬ 
tile  world  had  been  covered  over  with  the  thick  dark- 
*nefs  of  idolatry  *,  but  now,  at  the  joyful  glorious  found 
of  the  gofpel,  they  began  in  all  parts  to  forfake  their 
bid  idols,  and  to  abhor  them,  and  to  caft  them  to  the 
In  ole  s  and  to  the  bats,  and  to  learn  to  worfhip  the  true 
;  I  i  God, 
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God,  and  to  truft  in  his  Son  Jeftis  Chrift  *,  and  God  owned 
them  for  his  people  ;  thofe  who  had  fo  long  been  afar  off, 
were  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Men  were  chan¬ 
ged  from  being  Heathenifti  and  brutifh,  to  be  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  ;  were  called  out  of  Satan’s  kingdom  of 
clarknefs,  and  brought  into  God’s  marvellous  light  ; 
and  in  alinoft  all  countries  throughout  the  known  world 
were  aftemblies  of  the  people  of  God  ;  joyful  praifes 
were  fung  to  the  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  the  glo- 
lious  Redeemer.  Now  that  great  building  which  God 
began  foon  after  the  fall  of  man,  riles  glorioufly,  not 
in  tne  fame  manner  that  it  had  done  in  former  ages, 
but  in  quite  a  new  manner  ;  now  Daniel’s  prophecies 
concerning  the  laft  kingdom,  which  fhould  fucceed  the 
four  Heatheniih  monarchies,  begins  to  be  fulfilled  ; 
now  the  Hone  cut  out  of  the  mountains  without  hands, 
began  to  finite  the  image  on  its  feet,  and  to  break  it  in 
pieces,  and  to  grow  great,  and  to  make  great  advances 
towards  filling  the  earth  ;  and  now  God  gathers  toge¬ 
ther  the  eleCt  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  apoftles  and  other  minifters,  the  an¬ 
gels  of  the  Chriftian  church  fent  forth  with  the  great 
lound  of  the  goipel-trumpet,  before  the  deftruCtion  of 
Jerufalem,  agreeable  to  what  Chrift  foretold,  Matth. 


xxiv.  3 1 . 

This  was  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  during  this 
firft  period  of  the  Chrihian  church,  which  terminated 
in  the  destruction  of  Jerufalem. 

2.  I  would  proceed  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  take 
notice  of  the  oppofitkm  which  was  made  to  this  fuccefs 


of  Chrift’s  purchafe  by  th< 


enemies 


of  it. 


Sa¬ 


tan,  who  lately  was  fo  ready  to  triumph  and  exult,  as 
though  he  had  gained  the  victory  in  putting  Chrift  to 
death,  now  finding  himfelf  fallen  into  the  pit.  which  he 
had  digged,  and  finding  his  kingdom  falling  fo  faft,  and 
feeing  Chrift’s  kingdom  make  inch  amazing  progrefs, 
inch  as  never  had  been  before,-  we  may  conclude  he  was 
filled  with  the  greateft  confufkm  and  aftoniflnnent,  and 
hell  fee  rued  to  be  effectually  alarmed  by  it  to  make  the 
molt  violent  oppofition  againft  it.  And,  firft,  the  de¬ 
vil  ftirred  up  the  Jews,  who  had  before  crucified  Chrift, 
to  perjccufe  the  church  :  for  it  is  obferveable,  that  the 
perlecution  which  the  church  fullered  during  this  pe¬ 
riod, 
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riod,  was  moftly  from  the  Jews.  Thus  we  read  m  the 
Acts,  when,  at  Jerufalem,  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  poured 
out  at  Pentecoft,  how  the  Jews  mocked,  and  laic*, 

“  Thefe  men  are  full  of  new  wine  and  how  the 
fcribes  and  Pharifees,  and  the  captain  of  the  temple, 
were  alarmed,  and  beftirred  themielves  to  oppoie  ana 
perlecute  the  apoftles,  and  firft  apprehended  and  threat¬ 
ened  them,  and  afterwards  impriioned  and  beat  them  ; 
and  breathing  out  threatenings  and  daughter  a gainft  tne 
difciples  of  the  Lord,  they  honed  Stephen  in  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  rage  ;  and  were  not  content  to  perfecute  thcle 
that  they  could  find  in  Judea,  but  fent  abroad  to  Da- 
mafcus  and  other  places,  to  perfecute  all  that  they 
could  find  every  where.  Herod,  who  was  chiei  among 
them,  ftretched  forth  his  hands  to  vex  the  chinch, 
and  killed  James  with  the  fword,  and  proceeded  to  take 

Peter  alfo,  and  caft  him  into  prifon. 

So  in  other  countries,  we  find,  that  almofi  where-ever 
the  apo files  came,  the  Jews  oppofed  the  gofpel  in  a  molt 
malignant  manner,  contradicting  and  blafpheming. 
How  many  things  did  the  bleiled  Apofile  Paul  fuflei  at 
their  hands  in  one  place  and  another  !  How  violent  and 
blood-thirfty  did  they  fhew  thenifelves  towards  him, 
when  he  came  to  bring  alms  to  his  nation  !  In  this  per¬ 
secution  and  cruelty  was  fulfilled  that  of  Chiifi,  Matth, 
xxiii.  34.  “  Behold,  I  fend  you  prophets,  and  wife 

men,  and  fcribes  \  and  fome  c> r  them  ye  ihali  kill  and 
«  crucify,  and  fome  of  them  fhall.  ye  Scourge  in  your 

Synagogues,  and  perlecute  them  from  city  to  city. 

3.  1°  proceed  to  take  notice  of  thofc  judgements 
which  were  executed  on  thofe  enemies  of  Chrilt,  the 
perfecuting  Jews. 

(1)  The  bulk  of  the  people  were  given  up  to  judicial 
blindnefs  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  Ghrift  de¬ 
nounced  fuch  a  wo  upon  them  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  ; 
as  Matth.  xiii.  14.  15. - This  curfe  was  alfo  denoun¬ 

ced  on  them  by  the  Apoftle  Paul,  Acfs  xxviii.  25.  2 6. 
27.*,  and  under  this  curie,  under  this  judicial  blind¬ 
nefs  and  hardnefs,  they  remain  to  this  very  day,  having 
been  fabjeft  to  it  for  about  1700  years,  being  the  molt 
awful  inftance  of  fucli  a  judgement,  and  monuments  of 
God’s  terrible  vengeance,  of  any  people  that  ever  were. 
That  they  fliould  continue  from  generation  to  geneva- 

I  i  2  tion 
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tion  fo  obftinately  to  rejeft:  Chrift,  fo  that  it  is  a  very 
rare  thing  that  any  one  of  them  is  converted  to  the 
Chriftian  iaith,  though  their  own  feriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  which  they  acknowledge,  are  fo  full  of  plain 
teflimonies  againfl  them,  is  a  remarkable  evidence  of 
their  being  dreadfully  left  of  God. 

(2)  1  hey  were  rejected  and  cad  off  from  being  any  long¬ 
er  God  s  vifible  people.  They  were  broken  off  from 
the  ftock  of  A oraham,  and  fince  that  have  no  more 
been  reputed  his  feed,  than  the  Ifhmaelites  or  Edomites, 
who  ate  as  much  his  natural  feed  as  they.  The  greater 
part  of  the  two  tribes  were  now  caft  off,  as  the  ten  tribes 
had  been  before,  and  another  people  were  taken  in 
their  room,  agreeable  to  the  predictions  of  their  own 
prophets;  as  of  Mofes,  Deut.  xxxii.  21.  “They  have 
“  moved  me  to  jealoufy  with  that  which  is  not  God  ; 
((  tney  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  vanities; 
*(  and  I  will  move  them  to  jealoufy  with  thofe  which 
<e  are  not  a  people,  I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a 
foolilh  nation  and  ot  Ifaiah,  Ixv.  1.  (<  I  am  fought 
s<  or  them  that  aftced  not  for  me  ;  I  am  found  of  them 

6(  that  fought  me  not.” - They  were  vifibly  reje&ed 

and  caff  off,  by  God’s  directing  his  apoules  to  turn  a- 
0  em,  and  let  them  alone  ;  as  ACfs  xiii.  46. 

47.  “  Ihen  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed  bold,  and  faid, 
c<  It  was  neceifary  that  the  word  of  God  ihould  fir  ft 
have  been  fpoken  to  you  :  but  feeing  ye  put  it  from 
*C  an<^  judge  yourfelves  unworthy  of  everlafring 

life,  3o,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles  :  for  fo  hath  the 
Eord  commanded  us.”  And  fo  A&  xviii.  6.  and 
xxviii.  28. 

Thus  far  we  have  had  the  feripture-hiffory  to  guide 
ais  :  hence  tor  ward  we  ilian  have  the  guidance  only  of 
two  things,  viz.  of  fcripture-prophecy,  and  God’s  provn 
deuce,  as  related  in  human  hilfories.  — - —  But  I  pro-* 
cced. 

(3)  The  third  and  laft  judgement  of  God  on  thofe 
enemies  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  which  I  ihall  men¬ 
tion,  is  the  terrible  deflruction  of  their  city  and  coun¬ 
try  by  the  Romans.  They  had  great  warnings  and  ma¬ 
ny  means  ufed  with  them  before  this  definition.  Find, 
John  the  Baptift  warned  them,  and  told  them,  that  the 
axe  was  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  and  that  every  tree 
Which  fhould  not  bring  forth  good  fruit,  fhould  be 
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iewn  down,  and  caft  into  the  fire.  Then  Chrift  warn- 
d  them  very  particularly,  and  told  them  of  then  ap- 
reaching  deftru&ion,  and  at  the  thoughts  of  it  wept 
>ver  them.  And  then  the  apoftles  after  Chrift  s  a- 
:enfion  abundantly  warned  them.  But  they  proved  ob- 
finate,  and  went  on  in  their  oppofition  to  Chnft  anc 
lis  church,  and  in  their  bitter  perfecuting  practices, 
rheir  fo  malignantly  perfecuting  the  Apoftle  Paul,  or 
vhich  we  have  an  account  towards  the  end  of  the  AGs 
Df  the  Apoftles,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  not  more 
than  feven  or  eight  years  before  their  deftruction. 

And  after  this  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  one 
more  very  remarkable  warning  by  the  Apoftle  Paul,  in 
his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  is  an  epiftle  written  to 
that  nation  of  the  Jews,  as  is  fuppofed,  about  foui 
vears  before  their  deftruction  ;  wherein  the  plaineft  anu 
cleareft  arguments  are  fet  before  them  from  theii  own 
law,  and  from  their  prophets,  for  whom  they  profened 
fuch  a  regard,  to  prove  that  Chrift  Jefus  mull  be  the 
Son  of  God,  and  that  all  their  law  pointed  to  him  and 
typified  him,  and  that  their  Tewifh  difpenfation  mull 
needs  have  now  ceafed.  For  though  the  epiftle  was 
more  immediately  dire£led  to  the  Chriftian  Hebrews, 
yet  the  matter  of  the  epiftle  plainly  fhows  that  the  apo- 
ftle  intended  it  for  the  ufe  and  convi&ion  of  the  Unbe¬ 
lieving  Jews.  And  in  this  epiftle  he  mentions  paiticu- 
larly  the  approaching  definition,  as  chap.  x.  25.^“ 

«  much  the  more,  as  ye  fee  the  day  approaching  and 
in  verf.  27.  he  fpeaks  of  the  approaching  judgement 
and  fiery  indignation  which  ftiould  devour  the  adver- 

faries. 

But  the  generality  of  them  refufing  to  receive  con¬ 
viction,  God  foon  deftroyed  them  with  fucli  terrible 
circumftances,  as  the  deftruction  of  no  country  or  city 
fince  the  foundation  of  the  world  can  parallel  ;  agree¬ 
able  to  what  Chrift  foretold,  Matth.  xxiv.  21.  “For 
“  then  fhall  be  tribulation,  fuch  as  was  not  from  the 

beginning  of  the  world  to  this  tune,  no,  nor  ever 
“  fhall  be.”  The  firft  deftruction  of  Jerufalem  by  the 
Babylonians  was  very  terrible,  as  it  is  in  a  molt  alleft- 
ing  manner  deferibed  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  in  his 
Lamentations  ;  but  this  was  nothing  to  the  dreadful 
rniferv  and  wrath  which  they  fullered  in  this  del  true- 

tioa  ; 


254 


A  HISTORY  of  Period  Hi 

tion ;  God,  according  as  Chrift  foretold,  bringing  or 
them  all  the  righteous  blood  that  had  been  fhed  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  Thus  the  enemies  oi 
Chnft  are  made  his  footftool  after  his  afcenfion,  agree¬ 
able  to  God's  promife  in  Pfal.  cx.  at  the  beginning  • 
and  Chrift-  rules  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.  They  had 
been  kicking  againft  Chrift,  but  they  did  but  kick  againft 
t  le  pricks.  .  ft  he  briars  and  thorns  fet  themfelves  a- 
gainit  him  in  battle  :  but  he  went  through  them  ;  he 
bound  them  together. 

This  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem  was  in  all  refpe&s  a- 
greeable  to  what  Chrift  had  foretold  of  it,  Matth.  xxiv. 
by  the  account  which  Jofephus  gives  of  it,  who  was 
then  pi  dent,  and  was  one  of  the  Jews,  who  had  a 
fhare  in  the  calamity,  and  wrote  the  history  of  their 
deftru&ion.  Many  circumftances  of  this  deftru&ion 
refembled  the  deftru&ion  of  the  wicked  at  the  day  of 
judgement,  by  his  account,  being  accompanied  with 
many  fearful  lights  in  the  heavens,  and  with  a  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  righteous  from  the  wicked.  Their  city  and 
temple  were  burnt,  and  rafed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
ground  on  which  the  city  ftood,  was  plowed  ;  and  fo 
one  i'tone  was  not  left  upon  another,  Matth.  xxiv.  2. 

The  people  had  ceafed  for  the  moll  part  to  be  an  in¬ 
dependent  government  after  the  Rabylonifh  captivity  r 
but  the  fceptre  entirely  departed  from  Judah  on  the 
death  of  Archelaus  ;  and  then  Judea  was  made  a  Ro¬ 
man  province  5  after  this  they  were  caff  off  from  being 
the  people  of  God  ;  but  now  their  very  city  and  land 
are  utterly  deftroyed,  and  they  carried  away  from  it  $ 
and  fo  have  continued  in  their  difperfions  through  the 
world  for  now  above  1600  years. 

Thus  there  was  a  final  end  to  the  Old-Teftament 
world  :  all  was  finifhed  with  a  kind  of  day  of  jud 

ge- 

ment,  in  which  the  people  of  God  were  faved,  and  his 

enemies  terribly  deftroyed - Thus  does  he  who  was 

fo  lately  mocked,  defpifed,  and  fpit  upon  by  theft  Jews, 
and  whofe  followers  they  fo  malignantly  perfecuted, 
appear  glorioully  exalted  over  his  enemies. 

Having  thus  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  pur- 
chafe  was  carried  on  till  the  deflrmftion  of  Jerufalem,  I 
come  now, 
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XI.  To  {how  how  it  was  carried  on  from  that  time 
till  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of 
Conftantine  the  Great,  which  is  the  fecond  great  event 
which  is  in  fcripture  compared  to  Chrift’s  coming  to 
judgement. 

jerufalem  was  deftroyed  about  the  year  of  our  Lord 
68,  and  fo  before  that  generation  palied  away  which 
was  contemporary  with  Chrift  *,  and  it  was  about  thirty- 
five  years  after  ChriiPs  death.  Xhe  deitru£tion  of  tne 
Heathen  empire  under  Conftantine,  was  about  260 
years  after  this.  In  fliowing  how  the  fuccefs  ot  tne  go- 
fpel  was  carried  on  through  this  time,  I  would,  1.  I  dice 
notice  of  the  oppolition  made  again!!  it  by  the  Roman 
empire.  2.  How  the  work  of  the  gofpel  went  on  not- 
withftanding  all  that  oppolition.  3.  The  peculiar  cir- 
cumltances  of  tribulation  and  diftrefs  that  the  chuich 
was  in  juft  before  their  deliverance  by  Conftantine. 
4.  The  great  revolution  in  Con:tantine’s  time. 

1 .  I  would  briefly  fliow  what  oppolition  was  made  a- 
gainft  the  gofpel,  and  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire.  The  oppolition  that  was  made  to  the  go¬ 
fpel  by  the  Heathen  Roman  empire,  was  mainly  after 
the  cleftrudtion  of  Jerufalem,  though  their  oppolition 
began  before  ;  but  the  oppolition  that  was  before  the 
deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  was  mainly  by  the  Jews:  Rut 
when  Jerufalem  was  deftroyed,  the  Jews  were  put  out 
of  a  capacity  of  much  troubling  the  church.  Now 
therefore  the  devil  turns  his  hand  elfewhere,  and  ufes 
other  inftruments.  rFhe  oppolition  which  was  made  in 
the  Roman  empire  againlt  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  was 
chiefly  of  two  kinds. 

(1)  They  employed  all  their  learning,  and  philofo- 
phy,  and  wit,  in  oppoflng  it.  Chrift  came  into  the 
world  in  an  age  wherein  learning  and  philofophy  were 
at  their  height  in  the  Roman  empire.  This  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  utmoft  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 
The  gofpel,  which  held  forth  a  crucified  Saviour,  was 
not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  notions  of  the  philofophers. 
The  Chri  tian  fcheme  of  trufting  in  fuch  a  crucified  Re¬ 
deemer,  appeared  foolilh  and  ridiculous  to  them. 
Greece  was  a  country  the  moft  famous  for  learning  of 
any  in  the  Ptoman  empire  ;  but  the  apoftle  obferves, 
that  the  dodlrine  of  Chrift  crucified  appeared  foolifli- 
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nefs  to  the  Greeks,  i  Cor.  i.  23.  ;  and  therefore  tl 
wife  men  and  philofophers  oppofed  the  gofpel  with  a 
the  wit  they  had.  We  have  a  fpecimen  of  their  mat 
tier  oppofing,  in  the  ftory  we  have  of  their  trea 
rnent  of  the  Apostle  Paul  at  Athens,  which  was  a  cit 
that  had  been  for  many  ages  the  chief  feat  of  phiiofc 
pliers  of  any  in  the  whole  world.  We  read  in  Ac] 
xvii.  18.  that  the  philofophers  of  the  Epicureans  an 
Stoicks  encountered  him,  faying,  “  What  will  this  hi 
“  bier  fay  ?  He  feemeth  to  be  a  fetter  forth  of  ftrang 
i(  gods.”  So  they  were  wont  to  deride  and  ridicul 
Chriftianity.  And  after  the  definition  of  Jerufalen 
fever al  of  thefe  philofophers  publifhed  books  againfl  it 
the  chief  of  whom  were  Celfus  and  Porphyry.  Thef 
wrote  books  againfl  the  Chrillian  religion  with  a  grea 
deal  of  virulence  and  contempt,  much  after  the  mar 
ner  that  the  Deifls  of  the  prefent  age  oppofe  and  ridi 
cule  Chriftianity.  Something  of  their  writings  yet  re 
mains.  As  great  enemies  and  defpifers  as  they  wer 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  yet  they  never  denied  th 
facts  recorded  of  Chrifl  and  his  apoflles  in  the  New  Te 
flament,  particularly  the  miracles  which  they  wrought 
but  allowed  them.  They  lived  too  near  the  time 
wherein  thefe  miracles  were  wrought  to  dmy  them 
lor  they  were  fo  publicly  done,  and  fo  lately,  tha 
neither  Jews  nor  Heathens  in  thofe  days  appeared  t< 
deny  them  ;  but  they  aferibed  them  to  the  power  o 
magic. 


(2)  The  authority  of  the  Roman  empire  employee 
all  their  ftrength,  tune  after  time,  to  perfecute,  and  i: 
pofllble  to  root  out  Chriftianity.  This  they  did  ir 
ten  general  iucceftre  persecutions.  We  have  here' 
tofore  observed,  that  Clirift  came  into  the  world  whet 
the  ftrength  of  Heathen  dominion  and  authority  wa: 
tlie  greateft  that  ever  it  was  under  the  Roman  mo 
narciry,  the  greateft  and  ftrongeft  human  monarchy 
that  ever  was  on  earth.  All  the  ftrength  or  this  mo¬ 
narchy  was  employed  for  a  long  time  co  oppofe  and 
perfecute  the  Chriftian  church,  and  if  pofiibie  to  de« 
ftroy  it,  in  ten  fucceffire  attempts,  which  are  called 
the  ten  Heathen  perfecuiions ,  which  were  before  Con- 
llantine. 

The  hr ll  of  thefe,  which  was  the  perfecution  under 
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Nero,  was  a  little  before  the  deftrutftion  of  Jerufalem, 
in  which  the  Apoftle  Peter  was  crucified,  and  the  Apo¬ 
ftle  Paul  beheaded,  foon  after  he  wrote  his  iecond  epi- 
ftle  to  Timothy.  When  he  wrote  that  epiftle,  he  was 
a  prifoner  at  Rome  under  Nero,  and  was  loon  after  he 
wrote  it  beheaded,  agreeable  to  what  he  fays,  chap,  iv^ 
6.  7.  “  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of 
my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 

u  I  have  finilhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith.” - 

And  there  were  many  thouiands  of  other  Chriftians 
flain  in  that  perfecution.  The  other  nine  perfecutions 
were  all  after  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem.  Some  of 
thefe  were  very  terrible  indeed,  and  far  exceeded  the 
firft  perfecution  under  Nero.  One  emperor  after  an¬ 
other  fet  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  rage  to  root  out  the 
Chriftian  church  from  the  earth,  that  there  fhould  not 
be  fo  much  as  the  name  of  Chriftian  left  in  the  world. 
And  tlioufands  and  millions  were  put  to  cruel  deaths  in 
thefe  perfecutions  ;  for  they  fpared  neither  lex  nor  age, 
but  killed  them  as  faft  as  they  could. 

Under  the  fecond  general  perfecution,  that  which 
was  next  after  the  deftruffion  of  Jerufalem,  the  Apoftle 
John  was  banifh’ed  to  the  ifle  of  Patmos,  where  he  had 
thofe  vifions  of  which  he  has  given  an  account  in  the 
Revelation.  Under  that  perfecution  it  was  reckoned, 
that  about  40,000  fuffered  martyrdom  \  which  yet  was 
nothing  to  what  were  put  to  death  under  fome  fucceed- 
ing  perfecutions.  Ten  thoufand  fuftered  that  one  kind 
of  cruel  death,  crucifixion,  in  the  third  perfecution 
under  the  Emperor  Adrian.  Under  the  fourth  perfe¬ 
cution,  which  began  about  the  year  of  Chrift  162,  ma¬ 
ny  fuffered  martyrdom  in  England,  the  land  of  our 
forefathers,  where  Chriftianity  had  been  planted  very 
early,  and,  as  is  fuppofed,  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles. 
And  in  the  later  perfecutions,  the  Roman  emperors 
being  vexed  at  the  fruftration  of  their  predeceffors, 
'who  were  not  able  to  extirpate  Chriftianity,  or  hinder 
its  progrefs,  were  enraged  to  be  the  more  violent  irt 
their  attempts. 

'  Thus  a  great  part  of  the  firft  300  years  after  Chrift 
was  fpent  in  violent  and  cruel  perfecutions  of  the  church 
by  the  Roman  powers.  Satan  was  very  unwilling  to  let 
go  his  hold  of  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world,  and  every 
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way  the  chief  part  of  it,  as  the  countries  contained  i 
the  Roman  empire  were,  of  which  he  had  had  the  quic 
po  Hellion  lor  fo  many  ages  :  and  therefore,  when  h 
law  it  going  fo  fall  out  of  his  hands,  he  beftirred  hiir 
felf  to  hisutmofl  :  all  hell-  was,  as  it  were,  raifed  2 
gainft  it  to  oppofe  it  with  its  utmoll  power. 

Satan  thus  exerting  himfelf  by  the  power  of  the  Hea 
then  Roman  empire,  is  called  the  great  red  dragon  i: 
fcripture,  having  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  hghtin 
again  ft  the  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  as  in  the  i2tj 
of  Rerelation.  And  the  terrible  conflict  there  was  be 
tween  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the  powers  of  th 
Heathen  empire  before  Conftantine’s  time,  is  there,  i; 
verb  7.  reprelented  by  the  war  between  Michael  and  hi 
angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  angels  :  u  And  ther 

was  war  in  heaven  5  Michael  and  his  angels  fought 
6e  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels.” 

2.  I  would  take  notice  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel  had  ii 
tne  world  before  the  time  of  Conllantine,  notwithftand 

ing  all  this  opposition. - 1  hough  the  learning  an« 

power  of  the  Roman  empire  were  fo  great,  andbotl 
were  employed  tc  the  utmoft  again  ft  Chriftianity  to  pu 
a  flop  to  it;  and  to  root  it  out  for  lb  long  a  time,  an< 
in  fo  many  repeated  attempts  ;  yet  all  was  in  vain  ;  the1 
could  neither  root  it  out,  nor  put  a  ftcp  to  it.  Bu 
itiil,  in  fpite  of  ail  that  they  could  do,  the  kingdom  o 
Chrift  wonderfully  prevailed,  and  Sat  a  ids  Heathei 
kingdom  mouldered  and  confumed  away  before  it,  a 
greeable  to  the  words  of  the  text,  “  The  moth  flial 
“  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  worm  ftiall  ea 
u  them  like  wool.”  And  it  was  very  obfervable,  tha 
for  the  molt  part  the  more  they  perfecuted  the  church 
the  more  it  increafed ;  infomuch  that  it  became  a  conr 
mon  faying,  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  feed  o 
the  church.  Herein  the  church  of  Chrift  proved  to  b< 
like  a  palm-tree  ;  of  which  tree  it  is  remarked,  tha 
the  greater  weight  is  laid  upon  it,  or  hung  to  it; 
branches,  the  more  it  grows  and  fiourifhes  ;  on  whici 


account  probably  the  church  is  compared  to  a  palm-tre 
jn  Cant.  vii.  7.  “  This  thy  ftature  is  like  to  a  palm-tree. 
Juftin  Martyr,  an  eminent  father  in  the  Chriftia 
church,  who  lived  in  the  age  next  after  the  apoftles,  i: 
forne  writings  of  his,  which  are  yet  extant,  fays,  tha 
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in  his  days  there  was  no  part  of  mankind,  whether 
Greeks  or  barbarians,  or  by  what  name  1  never  they 
were  called,  even  the  moft  rude  and  unpolifhed  nations, 
where  prayers  and  thankfgivings  weie  not  made  to  t  le 
great  creator  of  the  world,  through  the  name  of  the 
crucified  Jefus.  Tertuliian,  another  eminent  father  111 
the  Chriftian  church,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  thd 
following  age,  in  fome  of  his  writings  which  are  yet 
extant,  fets  forth  how  that  in  his  day  the  Chrifiian  reli¬ 
gion  had  extended  itielf  to  the  utmqfl  bounds  of  the 
then  known  world,  in  which  he  reckons  Riitain,  the, 
country  of  our  forefathers  ,  and  thence  demon i nates, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Cllrift  was  then  more  extenfive 
than  any  of  the  four  great  monarchies  ;  and  moreover 
fays,  that  though  the  Chriilians  were  as  if  rangers  of  no 
long  {landing,  yet  they  had  filled  all  places  oi  the  Ro¬ 
man  dominions,  their  cities,  ifLands,  canles,  coipora- 
tions,  councils,  armies,  tribes,  the  palace,  lenme,  and 
courts  of  judicature  ;  only  they  had  left  to  the  Heathen 
their  temples  \  and  that  it  tney  fliould  all  agiee  to  le- 
tire  out  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  world  would  be  a- 
mazed  at  the  folitude  and  defolation  that  would  eniue 
upon  it,  there  would  be  fo  few  left ;  and  that  the  Chri- 
ftians  were  enough  to  be  able  eaiily  to  defend  them- 
felves,  if  they  were  clilpofed  to  rile  up  in  arms  againit 
the  Heathen  magift  rates.  And  Pliny,  a  Heathen 
who  lived  in  thole  days,  lays,  multitudes  of  each  lex, 
every  age  and  equality,  were  become  Chriliians.  1  his 
fuperftition,  fays  he^  having  in fe fled  and  ovei-iun  not 
the  city  only,  but  towns  and  countries,  the  temples  and 
facrifices  are  generally  del  date-  and  lorfaken. 

And  it  was  remarked  by  both  Heathen  and  Chri- 
flian  writers  in  thole  clays,  that  tne  famous  Heathen 
Oracles  in  their  temples,  where  princes  and  others  for 
t^iany  pail  ages  had  been  wont  to  inquire  and  leceivc 
anfwers  with  an  audible  voice  from  their  gods,  which 
were  indeed  anfwers  from  the  devil  \  I  fay,  thole  ora¬ 
cles  were  now  filenced  and  ruck  dumb,  and  gave  no 
more  anfwers  :  and  particularly  the  oracle  at  Delphcrs, 
which  was  the  mo/:  famous  Heathen  oracle  in  the 
whole  world,  which  both  Greeks  and  Romans  ufed  to 
confult,  began  to  ceafe  to  give  any  anfwers,  even 
from  the  birth  of  Clvrilf  :  and  the  fade  deity  who  was 
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Worfhipped,  and  ufed  to  give  anfwers  from  his  oracle 
in  that  temple,  being  once  inquired  of,  why  he  did 
not  now  give  anfwers  as  he  was  wont  to  do  ?  made 
this  reply,  as  feveral  Heathen  hiftorians  who  lived  a- 
bom  thofe  times  relate,  There  is  an  Hebrew  boy,  fays 
he,  who  is  king  of  the  gods,  who  has  commanded  me 
to  leave  this  houfe,  and  be  gone  to  hell,  and  therefore 
you  are  to  expert  no  more  anfwers.  And  many  of 
the  Heathen  writers  who  lived  about  that  time,  fpeak 
much  of  the  oracles  being  filenced,  as  a  thing  at  which 
they  wondered,  not  knowing  what  the  caufe  fhould 
be.  Plutarch,  a  Heathen  writer  of  thofe  times,  wrote 
a  particular  treatife  about  it,  which  is  ftill  extant. 
And  Porphyry,  one  of  the  Heathen  writers  before  men¬ 
tioned,  who  oppofed  the  Chriftian  religion,  in  his  wri¬ 
tings  has  thefe  words  :  “  It  is  no  wonder  if  the  city 
for  thefe  fo  many  years  has  been  over-run  with  fick- 
nefs  ;  Efculapius,  and  the  ref!  of  the  gods,  having 
withdiawn  their  converfe  with  men;  for  iince  Jefus 
began  to  be  worfhipped,  no  man  has  received  any 
public  help  or  benefit  by  the  gods.” 

Ferns  did  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  prevail  againft  the 
kingdom  of  Satan. 

3*  I  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  tribulation  and  diftrefs  juft  before  Con¬ 
it  an  tine  the  Great  came  to  the  throne.  This  diftrefs 
they  1  irfter ed  under  the  tenth  Heathen  perfecution, 
which,  as  it  was  the  laft,  fo  it  was  by  far  the  heavieft, 
and  moft  fevere.  The  church  before  this,  after  the 
ceaftrig  of  the  ninth  perfecution,  had  enjoyed  a  time  of 
quietnefs  for  about  forty  years  together;  but,  abufing 
their  liberty,  began  to  grow  cold  and  lifelefs  in  religion, 
and  carnal,  and  contentions  prevailed  among  them;  by 
which  they  offended  God  to  iuffer  this  dreadful  trial  to 
come  upon  them.  And  Satan  having  loft  ground  fo 
much,  notwithftanding  all  his  attempts,  now  feemed  to 
btftir  himfelf  with  more  than  ordinary  rage.  Thofe 
who  were  then  in  authority  fet  themfelves  with  the  ut- 
mdft  violence  to  root  out  Chriftianity,  by  burning  all 
Bibles,  and  deftroying  all  Chriftians ;  and  therefore 
they  did  not  ftand  to  try  or  conviCt  them  in  a  formal 
piocefs,  but  fell  upon  them  where-ever  they  could  ; 
fome  times  fetting  fire  to  houfes  where  multitudes  of 

them 
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them  were  afiembled,  and  burning  them  all  togethei  ; 
and  at  other  times  flaughtering  multitudes  together  : 
fo  that  fometimes  their  perfecutors  were  quite  fpent 
with  the  labour  of  killing  and  tormenting  them ;  and 
in  fome  populous  places,  fo  many  were  {lain  together, 
that  the  blood  ran  like  torrents.  It  is  related,  that 
feventeen  thouland  martyrs  were  {lain  in  one  months 
time ;  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  this  periecu- 
tion,  in  the  province  of  Egypt  alone,  no  lefs  than 
144,000  Chriftians  died  by  the  violence  of  their  perle- 
cutors,  befides  700,000  that  died  through  the  fatigues 
of  baniftiment,  or  the  public  works  to  which  they  were 

condemned.  , 

This  perfecution  lafted  for  ten  years  together  •,  and 
as  it  exceeded  all  foregoing  perfections  in  the  number 
of  martyrs,  fo  it  exceeded  them  in  the  variety  and  mul¬ 
titude  of  inventions  of  torture  and  cruelty.  Some  au¬ 
thors  who  lived  at  that  time,  fay,  they  were  innumer¬ 
able,  and  exceed  all  account  and  exprefiion. 

This  perfecution  in  particular  was  very  fevere  in  Eng¬ 
land  *,  and  this  is  that  perfecution  which  was  foretold  in 
Rev.  vi.  9.  10.  “  And  when  he  had  opened  the  fifth 
“  feal,  I  law  under  the  altar  the  fouls  of  them  that 
ie  were  (lain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  tefti- 
«  mony  which  they  held.  And  they  cried  with  a  loud 
<c  voice,  faying,  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  time, 
“  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them 

<c  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?” 

And  at  the  end  of  the  ten  years  during  which  this 
perfecution  continued,  the  Heathen  perfecutois  thought 
they  had  finilhed  their  work,  and  boafted  that  they 
had  utterly  deftroyed  the  name  and  fu perdition  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  had  reftored  and  propagated  the  wor- 
fhip  of  the  gods. 

Thus  it  was  the  darkeft  time  with  the  Chriftian 
church  juft  before  the  break  of  day.  rihey  were 
brought  to  the  greateft  extremity  juft  before  God  ap¬ 
peared  for  their  glorious  deliverance,  as  the  bondage  of 
the  Ifraelites  in  Egypt  was  the  moft  fevere  and  cruel 
juft  before  their  deliverance  by  the  hand  of  Moles. 
Their  enemies  thought  they  had  l'w  all  owed  them  u 

iuft  before  their  deftru£tion,  as  it  was  with  Pharaoh  an 
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his  hoft  when  they  had  hemmed  in  the  children  of  If- 
rael  at  the  Red  fea. 

4.  I  come  now,  in  the  fourth  place,  to  the  great  re¬ 
volution  which  was  in  the  world  in  the  days  of  Con- 
flantine,  which  was  in  many  refpe&s  like  Ch rift’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  fave  his  people,  and 
judge  the  world.  The  people  of  Rome  being  weary  of 
the  government  of  thofe  tyrants  to  whom  they  had 
lately  been  fubjedl,  fent  to  Conftantine,  who  was  then 
in  the  city  of  York  in  England,  to  come  and  take  the 
throne.  And  he  being  encouraged,  as  is  fa  id,  by  a  vi- 
fton  of  a  pillar  of  light  in  the  heavens,  in  the  form  of 
a  crofs,  in  the  fight  of  his  whole  army,  with  this  in-» 
feription,  Tov%  vrx.tx,  In  this  overcome  ;  and  the  night 
following,  by  Chrift’s  appearing  to  him  in  a  dream,  with 
the  lame  crofs  in  his  hand,  who  directed  him  to  make 
a  crofs  like  that  to  be  his  royal  ftandard,  that  his  army 
might  fight  under  that  banner,  and  afliired  him  that  he 
fhouid  overcome.  Accordingly  he  did,  and  overcame 
his  enemies,  and  took  polieftion  of  the  Imperial  throne, 
and  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  was  the  firft 
Chriftian  emperor  that  ever  reigned.  He  came  to  the 
throne  about  320  years  after  Chrift.  There  are  feveral 
things  which  I  would  take  notice  of  which  attended  or 
immediately  followed  Conftantine’s  coming  to  the 
throne. 

(1)  The  Chriftian  church  was  thereby  wholly  delh 
vered  from  persecution.  Now  the  day  of  her  deliver-* 
ance  came  alter  fucli  a  dark  night  of  affliction ;  weep¬ 
ing  had  continued  for  a  night,  but  now  deliverance  and 
joy  came  in  the  morning.  Now  God  appeared  to  judge 
his  people,  and  repented  himfelf  for  his  fervants,  when 
3ve  law  their  power  was  gone,  and  that  there  was  none 
fhut  up  or  left.  Chriftians  had  no  perfecutions  now  to 
fear.  Their  perfecutors  now  were  all  put  down,  and 
their  rulers  were  fome  of  them  Chriuians  like  them- 
felves. 

(2)  God  now  appeared  to  execute  terrible  judgements 
on  their  enemies.  Remarkable  are  the  accounts  which 
hiftory  gives  us  of  the  fearful  ends  to  which  the  Hea¬ 
then  emperors,  and  princes,  and  generals,  and  captains, 
and  other  great  men  came,  who  had  exerted  themfelves 
in  perfecuting  the  Chriftians  \  dying  miserably,  one  and 

another^ 
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another,  under  exquifite  torments  of  body,  and  hor¬ 
rors  of  confcience,  with  a  mod  viiible  hand  of  Goa 
upon  them.  So  that  what  now  came  to  pafs  might  veiy 
fitly  be  compared  to  their  hiding  themfelves  in  the  dens 

and  rocks  of  the  mountains. 

(3)  Heathenifm  now  was  in  a  great  meaiure  abonih- 

ed  throughout  the  Roman  empire.  Images  were  now 
deffroyed,  and  Heathen  temples  pulled  down..  Images 
of  gold  and  filver  were  melted  down,  and  coined  into 
money.  Some  of  the  chief  of  their  idols,  which  were 
curioufly  wrought,  were  brought  to  Conffantinople, 
and  there  drawn  with  ropes  up  and  down  the  ffreets 
for  the  people  to  behold  and  laugh  at*  The  Heathen 
- prieffs  were  dilperfed  and  banifhed. 

(4)  The  Chriflian  church  was  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
great  peace  and  profperity.  Now  all  Heathen  magi- 
lt rates  were  put  down,  and  only  Chriliinns  weie  advan¬ 
ced  to  places  of  authority  all  over  the  empire.  They 
had  now  Chriftian  prefidents,  Chriflian  governors, 
Chriflian  judges  and  officers,  inftead  of  their  old  Hea- 
thenilh  ones*  Confiantine  fet  himfelf  to  put  honour 
upon  ChriAian  bilhops  or  minifters,  and  to  build  and 
adorn  churches  \  and  now  large  and  beautiful  Chiitlian 
churches  were  erected  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  inftead 

of  the  old  Heathen  temples. 

This  revolution  was  the  greateft  revolution  and 
change  in  the  face  of  things  that  ever  came  to  pafs  in 
the  world  fince  the  flood.  Satan,  the  prince  of  dark- 
nefs,  that  king  and  god  of  the  Heathen  world,  was  caft 
out.  The  roaring  lion  was  conquered  by  the  Lamb  of 
God,  in  the  ftrongeft  dominion  that  ever  he  had,  even  the 
Roman  empire.  This  was  a  remarkable  accomplifhment 
of,  Ter.  x.  11.  “  The  Gods  that  have  not  made  the 
“  heavens  and  the  earth,  even  they  fliall  perifh  from 
Cc  the  earth,  and  from  under  theie  heavens.”  The 
chief  part  of  the  world  was  now  brought  utterly  to 
calt  off  their  old  gods  and  their  old  religion,  to  which 
they  had  been  accufromed  much  longer  than  any  of 
their  hiltories  give  an  account  of.  They  had  been  ac- 
cut Joined  to  worlhip  the  gods  fo  long,  that  they  knew 
not  any  beginning  of  it.  it  was  formerly  fpoken  of  as 
a  thing  unknown  for  a  nation  to  change  their  gods, 
Jer.  ii.  10.  11.;  but  now  the  greater  part  of  the  nations 
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of  the  known  world  were  brought  to  call  off  all  their 
former  gods.  That  multitude  of  gods  that  they  wor- 
fhipped  were  all  forfaken.  Thoufands  of  them  were 
can  away  for  the  wprihip  of  the  true  God,  and  Chrift 
the  only  Saviour  :  and  there  was  a  moft  remarkable 
fulfilment  of  that  in  If.  ii.  17.  18.  «  And  the  loftinefs 
of  man  lhall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  haughtinefs  q£ 
cc  men  lhall  be  made  low :  and  the  Lord  alone  lhall  be 
exalted  in  that  day.  And  the  idols  he  fhall  utterly  a- 
bolilh.”  And  fince  that,  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that 
thole  gods  that  were  once  fo  famous  in  the  world,  as 
Jupiter,  and  Saturn,  and  Minerva,  and  Juno,  &c.  are 
only  heard  of  as  things  which  were  of  old.  They  have 
no  temples,  no  altars,  no  worshippers,  and  have  not 
had  for  many  hundred  years. 

Now  is  come  the  end  of  the  old  Heathen  world  in 
the  principal  part  of  it,  the  Roman  empire.  And  this 
great  revolution  and  change  of  the  hate  of  the  world, 
with  that  terrible  defiruftion  of  the  great  men  who  had 
been  perfecutors,  is  compared,  in  Rev.  vi.  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  Chriit  coming  to  judgement ;  and  is 
what  is  moll  immediately  fignified  under  the  fixth  feal, 
which  followed  upon  the  fouls  under  the  altar,  crying, 
How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  doll:  thou  not 
tc  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?” 
This  viiion  of  the  fixth  feal,  by  the  general  confent  of 
divines  and  expofitors,  has  refpeci:  to  this  downfal  of 
the  Heathen  Roman  empire ;  though  it  has  a  more  re¬ 
mote  refpedt  to  the  day  of  judgement,  or  this  was  a  type 
of  it.  The  day  of  judgement  cannot  be  what  is  imme¬ 
diately  intended ;  becaufe  we  have  an  account  of  many 
events  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  under  the  feventh 
leal,  and  lb  were  to  follow  after  thofe  of  the  fixth  feal. 

What  came  to  pafs  now  is  alfo  reprefented  by  the 
devil’s  being  calt  out  of  heaven  to  the  earth.  In  his 
great  ltrength  and  glory,  in  that  mighty  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  he  had  as  it  were  exalted  his  throne  up  to  heaven. 
Rut  now  he  fell  like  lightning  from  heaven,  and  was 
confined  to  the  earth.  His  kingdom  was  confined  to 
the  meaner  and  more  barbarous  nations,  or  to  the  lower 
parts  of  the  world  of  mankind.  Ibis  is  the  event 
foretold,  Rev.  xii.  9.  & c.  “  And  the  great  dragon  was 
u  call  out,  that  old  ferpent,  called  the  devil  and  batan, 

“  which 
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(c  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world :  he  was  cad  out 
u  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  cad  out  with 
u  him,”  &c.  Satan  tempted  Chrift,  and  promifed  to 
give  him  the  glory  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  \  but 
now  he  is  obliged  to  give  it  to  him  even  againft  his  will. 
This  was  a  glorious  fulfilment  of  that  promife  which 
God  made  to  his  Son,  that  we  have  an  account  of  in 
If.  liii.  12.  “  Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion  with 
“  the  great,  and  he  fhall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the 
“  ftrong ;  becaufe  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto 
“  death  :  and  he  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgreftors, 
**  and  he  bare  the  (in  of  many,  and  made  interceflion 
“  for  the  tranfgrefifors.”  This  was  a  great  fulfilment 
of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament  concerning  the 
glorious  time  of  the  gofpel,  and  particularly  of  the  pro- . 
phecies  of  Daniel.  Now  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
come  in  a  glorious  degree.  It  plealed  the  Lord  God  of 
heaven  to  let  up  a  kingdom  on  the  ruins  of  Satan’s 
kingdom.  And  fuch  fuccefs  is  there  of  the  purchafe 
of  Chrift’s  redemption,  and  fuch  honour  does  the  Fa¬ 
ther  put  upon  Chrift  for  the  difgrace  he  fuffered  when 
on  earth.  And  now  fee  to  what  a  height  that  glorious 
building  is  eredted,  which  had  been  building  ever  fince 
the  fall. 

Inference.  From  what  has  been  faid  of  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  the  gofpel  from  Chrift’s  afcenfion  to  the  time  of 
Conftantine,  we  may  deduce  a  ftrong  argument  of  the 
truth  of  the  Chrift ian  religion,  and  that  the  gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift  is  really  from  God.  This  wonderful  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  it  which  has  been  fpoken  of,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  it  which  have  been  mentioned,  are  a  ftrong 
argument  of  it  feveral  ways. 

1.  We  may  gather  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  it 
is  the  gofpel,  and  that  only,  which  has  actually  been 
the  means  of  bringing  the  world  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God.  That  thofe  are  no  gods  whom  the  Hea¬ 
then  worlhipped,  and  that  there  is  but  one  only  God, 
is  what,  now  fince  the  gofpel  has  fo  taught  us,  We  can 
fee  to  be  truth  by  our  own  reafon  :  it  is  plainly  agreeable 
to  the  light  of  nature  :  it  can  be  eafily  fhown  by  reafon 
to  be  demonftrably  true.  The  very  Deifts  themlelves 
acknowledge,  that  it  can  be  demonftrated,  that  there  is 

L  1  one 
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one  God,  and  but  one,  who  has  made  and  governs  the 
world  But  now  it  is  evident  that  it  is  the  gofpel,  and 
that  only,  which  has  actually  been  the  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  this  truth  :  it  was  not  the 
inftruftions  of  philofophers.  They  tried  in  vain ; 
iC  The  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,”  Till  the  go¬ 
fpel  and  the  holy  fcriptures  came  abroad  in  the  world, 
all  the  world  lay  in  ignorance  of  the  true  God,  and  in 
the  greateft  darknefs  with  refpe<ft  to  the  things  of  reli¬ 
gion,  embracing  the  abfurdeft  opinions  and  practices, 
which  all  civilized  nations  now  acknowledge  to  be  child- 
ifh  fooleries.  And  fo  they  lay  one  age  after  another, 
and  nothing  proved  effectual  to  enlighten  them.  The  light 
of  nature,  and  their  own  reafon,  and  all  the  wifdom  of 
learned  men,  fignified  nothing  till  the  fcriptures  came. 
But  when  thefe  came  abroad,  they  were  fuccefsful  to  bring 
the  world  to  an  acknowledgement  of  the  one  only  true 
God,  and  to  worfhip  and  ferve  him. 

And  hence  it  is  that  all  that  part  of  the  world  which 
now  does  own  one  only  true  God,  Chriftians,  Jews, 
Mahometans,  and  even  Deifts  too,  originally  came  by 
the  knowledge  of  him.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  they 
are  not  in  general  at  this  day  left  in  Heathenifh  dark¬ 
nefs.  They  have  it  all,  fir  ft  of  all,  either  immediately 
from  the  fcriptures,  or  by  tradition  from  their  fathers, 
who  had  it  fir  ft  from  the  fcriptures.  And  doubtlefs 
thofe  who  now  defpife  the  fcriptures,  and  boaft  of  the 
ftrength  of  their  own  reafon,  as  being  lufficient  to  lead 
into  the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  if  the  gofpel 
had  never  come  abroad  in  the  world  to  enlighten  their 
forefathers,  would  have  been  as  fottiih  and  brutiih 
idolaters  as  the  world  in  general  was  before  the  gofpel 
came,  abroad.  The  Mahometans,  who  own  but  one 
true  God,  at  firft  borrowed  the  notion  from  the  lcrip- 
tures  :  for  the  firft  Mahometans  had  been  educated 'in 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and  apoftatized  from  it.  And 
-this  is  evidential,  that  the  fcriptures  were  defigned  of 
God  to  be  the  proper  means  to  bring  the  world  to  the 
knowledge  of  himfelf,  rather  than  human  reafon,  or 
■  any  thing  elfe.  For  it  is  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
.  the  gofpel,  and  that  only,  which  God  never  defigned 
the  proper  mean  for  obtaining  this  effect,  fhoiild 
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aftually  obtain  it,  and  that  after  human  reafon,  which 
he  deiigned  as  the  proper  mean, ,  had  been  tried  01  a 
great  many  ages  without  any  efieft.  If  tie  crip  ur- 
be  not  the  word  of  God,  then  they  are  not  ung  u 
darknefs  and  delufion,  yea,  the  greateft  delufion  that 
ever  was.  Now,  is  it  reafonaole  to  fuppo  e,  t  aat  c 
in  his  providence  wonld  make  ufe  of  falfehood  aiu  ce- 
lufion,  and  that  only,  to  bring  the  world  to  tne  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf,  and  that  no  part  of  it  fhonld  Lx 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  him  any  other  way  . 

2.  The  gofpel’s  prevailing  as  it  did  agamft  fach  powei- 
ful  oppofition,  plainly  fliows  the  hand  of  God.  1  lie 
Roman  government,  that  did  fo  violently  fet  itfelf  to 
hinder  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  iubdue  the 
church  of  Chrift,  was  the  mod  powerful  human  go¬ 
vernment  that  ever  was  in  the  world ;  and  not  only  o, 
but  they  Teemed  as  it  were  to  have  the  church  m  their 
hands.  The  Chriftians  were  mo  (fly  their  fubjects,  un¬ 
der  their  command,  and  never  took  up  arms  to  defend, 
themfelves  :  they  did  not  gather  together,  and  hand  in 
their  own  defence  3  they  armed  themfelves  with  no¬ 
thing  but  patience,  and  iucli  like  fpiritual  weapons  :  anc 
yet  this  mighty  power  could  not  conquer  them  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  Chriftianity  conquered  them,  lhe 
Roman  empire  had  fubdued  the  world  ;  they  had  lub- 
dued  many  mighty  and  potent  kingdoms;  they  iubdue 
the  Grecian  monarchy,  when  they  were  not  their  iub- 
ie£fs,  and  made  the  utmoft  refinance:,  and  yet  they 
could  not  conquer  the  church  which  was  in  their  hands  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  were  lubdued,  and  finally  tri¬ 
umphed  over  by  the  church.  . 

3.  No  other  fufficient  caufe  can  poflibly  be  afiigned 
of  this  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  but  only  God’s  own 
power.  Nothing  elfe  can  be  devifed  as  the  reafon  of  it 
but  this.  There  was  certainly  forne  reafon.  Here  was 
a  great  and  wonderful  effect,  the  molf  remai  tcablc 
change  that  ever  was  in  the  face  of  the  world  of  man¬ 
kind  fine  e  the  flood ;  and  this  effeft  was  not  without 
fome  caufe.  Now,  what  other  caufe  can  be  deviled 
but  only  the  divine  power  ?  It  was  not  the  outward 
ftrength  of  the  inlfruments  which  were  employed  in  it. 
At  fir  ft,  the  gofpel  was  preached  only  by  a  few  hfhei  - 
men,  who  were  without  power  and  worldly  intcrell  to 
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fupport  them.  It  was  not  their  craft  and  policy  that- 
produced  this  wonderful  effeft ;  for  they  were  poor  ih’ 
literate  men.  It  was  not  the  agreeablenefs  of  the  ftory 
they  had  to  tell  to  the  notions  and  principles  of  man-> 
kind.  This  was  no  pleafant  fable :  A  crucified  God 
and  Saviour  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to 
the  Gieeks  foolifhnefs.  It  was  not  the  agreeablenefs  of 
thdi  do£hines  to  the  difpofitions  of  men:  for  nothing 
is  more  contrary  to  the  corruptions  of  men  than  the 
pure  doctrines  of  the  gofpel.  This  effect  therefore  can 
have  proceeded  from  no  other  caufe  than  the  power 
and  agency  of  God :  and  if  the  power  of  God  was 

hat  was  exercifed  to  caufe  the  gofpel  to  prevail,  then 
the  gofpel  is  his  word  ;  for  furely  God  does  not  ufe  his 

almighty  power  to  promote  a  mere  impofture  and  delu¬ 
sion. 

4.  This  fuccefs  is  agreeable  to  what  Chrift  and  his  a- 

poftles  foi etold. - Matth.  xvi.  18.  <s  Upon  this  rock 

“  I  build  my  church  :  and  the  gates  of  hell  fliall  not 

pievail  againft  it.”  John  xii.  24.  <c  Verily  verily  I 
“  fay  unto  you,  Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the 
“  ground,  and  die,  it  abideth  alone  :  but  if  it  die,  it 
“  bringeth  forth  much  fruit.”  And  verf.  31.  32.  “Now 

is  the  judgement  or  this  world  :  now  fball  the  prince 
“  of  this  world  be  c aft  out.  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up 
“  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.”  John 
xvi.  8.  “  When  he  (the  comforter)  is  come,  he  will 
“  reprove  the  world  of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of 

“  judgement, —  becaufethe  prince  of  this  world  is  iud- 
“  ged.” 

ho  the  Apoftle  Paul,  in  1  Cor.  chap.  i.  21. — 28.  de¬ 
clares,  how  that  after  tire  world  by  wifdom  knew  not 
God,  it  pleafed  God,  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching, 
to  fave  them  that  believe  ;  and  that  God  chofe  the  fool- 
ifh  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and 
weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  which 
are  mighty  5  and  bale  things  of  the  world,  and  things 
which  are  dcfpifed,  yea  and  things  which  are  not,  to 
bring  to  nought  things  that  are. - If  any  man  fore¬ 

tells  a  thing,  very  likely  in  itfelf  to  come  to  pafs,  from 
caufes  which  can  be  forefeen,  it  is  no  great  argument  of 
a  revelation  from  God  :  but  when  a  thing  is  foretold 
which  is  very  unlikely  ever  to  come  to  pafs,  is  entirely 

contrary 
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contrary  to  the  common  courfe  of  things,  and  yet  it 
does  come  to  pafs  juft  agreeable  to  the  prediction,  this 
is  a  ftrong  argument  that  the  prediction  was  from 
God. 

Thus  the  coniideration  of  the  manner  of  the  propa¬ 
gation  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  during  the  time  which 
has  been  fpoken  of,  affords  great  evidence  that  the 
fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God. 

Ill*  I  am  now  to  ihow  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  re- 
demption  is  carried  on  from  the  time  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  Heathen  Roman  empire  in  the  time  of  Conftan- 
tine  the  Great,  till  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  and  the  de- 
ftrucfion  of  Satan’s  vilible  kingdom  on  earth,  which  is 
the  third  great  difpenfation  which  is  in  fcripture  com¬ 
pared  to  Chrift’s  coming  to  judgement.  This  is  a  pe¬ 
riod  wherein  many  great  and  wonderful  things  are 
brought  to  pafs.  Herein  is  contained  a  long  feries  of 
wonders  of  divine  providence  towards  the  Chriftian 
church.  The  greater  part  of  the  book  of  Revelation  is 
taken  up  in  foretelling  the  events  of  this  period. 

The  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  of  redemption  in 
this  period,  appears  mainly  at  the  clofe  of  it,  when  An¬ 
tichrift  comes  to  fall,  when  there  will  be  a  far  more  glo¬ 
rious  luccefs  of  the  gofpel  than  ever  was  before  :  and  that 
long  feries  of  events  which  are  before,  lcem  to  be  only 
to  prepare  the  way  for  it.  And  in  order  to  a  more  clear 
view  of  the  great  works  of  God  in  accomplifliing  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  and  our  feeing  the  glory  of 
them,  it  will  be  neceffary,  as  we  have  done  in  the  fore¬ 
going  periods,  to  confider  not  only  the  fuccefs  itielf, 
but  the  oppoiition  made  to  it,  and  the  great  works  of 
Satan  in  this  period  againft  the  church  and  kingdom  ot 
Chrift  :  and  therefore,  in  taking  a  view  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  I  would  take  notice  of  events  which  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  either  of  thefe  heads,  viz.  either  to  the  head 
of  Satan’s  oppoiition  to  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemp¬ 
tion,  or  to  the  head  of  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemp¬ 
tion  :  and  for  the  more  orderly  coniideration  of  the 
events  of  this  period,  I  would  divide  it  into  thefe  four 
parts  :  the  firft  reaching  from  the  deftru<ftion  of  the 
Heathen  empire  to  the  rife  of  Antichrift ;  the  fecond,from 
the  rife  of  Antichrift  to  the  reformation  in  Luther’s 

time  } 
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time  ;  the  third,  from  thence  to  the  prefent  time  ;  the 
fourth,  from  the  prefent  time,  till  Antichrift  is  fallen, 
and  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  on  earth  is  deftroyed. 

17?,  I  would  conftder  the  events  of  the  firft  part  of 
this  period,  reaching  from  the  deftruction  of  the  Hea¬ 
then  empire  to  the  rife  of  Antichrift.  And  here,7z>/?, 
I  would  take  notice  of  the  oppofttion  Satan  made  in  this 
fpace  of  time  to  the  church  :  and,  fecondly ,  the  fuccefs 
that  the  golpel  had  in  it. 

1.  The  oppofttion.  Satan  being  caft  out  of  his  old 
Heathen  empire,  the  great  red  dragon,  after  fo  fore  a 
conflict  with  Michael  and  his  angels  for  the  greater  part 
of  three  hundred  years,  being  at  laft  entirely  routed 
and  vanquifhed,  fo  that  no  place  was  found  any  more 
in  heaven  for  him,  but  he  was  caft  down,  as  it  were, 
from  heaven  to  the  earth  ;  yet  does  not  give  over  his  op~ 
polltion  to  the  woman,  the  church  of  Chrift,  concerning 
which  all  this  conflict  had  been  But  he  is  ftill  in  & 
rage,  and  renews  his  attempts,  and  has  recourfe  to  new 
devices  againft  the  church.  The  ferpent,  after  he  is  caft 
out  of  heaven  to  the  earth,  cafts  out  of  his  mouth  wa¬ 
ter  as  a  flood,  to  caufe  the  woman  to  be  carried  away 
of  the  flood.  The  oppofition  that  he  made  to  the 
church  of  Chrift  before  the  rife  of  Antichrift,  was 
principally  of  two  forts.  It  was  either  by  corrupting 
the  church  of  Chrift  with  herefies,  or  by  new  endea¬ 
vours  to  reftore  Pagan ifm. 

(1)  I  would  obferve,  that  after  the  deftrtuftion  of  the 
Heathen  Pioman  empire,  Satan  infefted  the  church 
with  herefies.  Though  there  had  been  fo  glorious  a 
work  of  God  in  delivering  the  church  from  her  Hea¬ 
then  perfecutors,  and  overthrowing  the  Heathen  em¬ 
pire  ;  yet  the  days  of  the  church’s  travail  not  being 
ended,  and  the  fet  time  of  her  profperity  not  being  yet 
come,  as  being  what  was  to  fucceed  the  fall  of  Anti¬ 
chrift,  therefore  the  peace  and  profperity  which  the 
church  enjoyed  in  Conftantine’s  time,  was  but  very 
lhort :  it  was  a  refpite,  which  gave  the  church  a  time  of 
peace  and  filence,  as  it  were,  for  half  an  hour ,  wherein 
the  four  angels  held  the  four  winds  from  blowing,  till 
the  fervants  of  God  lhould  be  fealed  in  their  foreheads. 
But  the  church  foon  began  to  be  greatly  infefted  with 
herefies  j  the  two  principal,  and  thofe  which  did  moft 

infeft 
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infeft  the  church,  were  the  Arian  and  Pelagian  here¬ 
sies  • 

The  Arians  began  foon  after  Conftantine  came  to  the 
throne.  They  denied  the  do&rine  of  the  Trinity,  and 
the  divinity  of  Chrift  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  main¬ 
tained,  that  they  were  but 

fy  increafed  more  and  more  in  the  church,  and  prevail¬ 
ed  like  a  hood,  which  threatened  to  overflow  all,  and 
entirely  to  carry  away  the  church,  infomuch  that  before 
that  age  was  out,  that  is,  before  the  fourth  centuiy  af¬ 
ter  Chrift  was  finifhed,  the  greater  part  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  church  were  become  Arians.  There  were  iome 
emperors,  the  fuccelTors  of  Conftantine,  who  weie  A- 
rians;  To  that  the  Arians  being  the  prevailing  party, 
and  having  the  civil  authority  on  theii  fide,  did  laiie 
a  great  perfecution  againft  the  true  chuich  of  Chuft  ; 
fo  that  this  herefy  might  well  be  compared  to  a  flood 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  ferpent,  which  threatened  to 
overthrow  all,  and  cjuite  carry  away  the  woman. 

The  Pelagian  herefy  arofe  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  century.  It  began  by  one  Pclaglus ,  who  was  born 
in  Britain  :  his  British  name  was  Morgan..  He  denied 
original  fin,  and  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
converfion,  and  held  the  power  of  free  will,  and  many 
other  things  of  like  tendency  ;  and  this  herefy  did  for 
a  while  greatly  infeft  the  ^hurch.  Pelagius’s  principal 
antagonift,  who  wrote  in  defence  of  the  orthodox  faith, 

was  St  Auguftin.  ; 

(2)  The  other  kind  of  oppofition  which  Satan  made 
againft  the  church,  was  in  his  endeavours  to  re¬ 
store  Paganifm.  And  liis  fir  ft  attempt  to  reftore  it 
in  the  Roman  empire,  was  by  Julian  the  apoftate* 
Julian  was  nephew  to  Conftantine  the  Great.  When 
Conftantine  died,  he  left  his  empire  to  his  three 
fons ;  and  when  they  were  dead,  Julian  the  apoftatc 
reigned  in  their  ftead.  He  had  been  a  profefted  Chri- 
ftian  ;  but  he  fell  from  Christianity,  and  turned  Pagan; 
and  therefore  is  called  the  apojlate.  Wdien  he  came  to 
the  throne,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  overthrow 
the  Chriftian  church,  and  fet  up  Paganifm  again  in  the 
empire.  He  put  down  the  Chriftian  magift rates,  and 
Set  up  Heathens  in  their  room  :  he  rebuilt  the  Heathen 
temples,  and  fet  up  the  Heathen  worfhip  in  the  empire, 

and 
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and  became  a  moft  notorious  perfecutor  of  the  Chri- 
ftians,  and,  as  is  thought;,  againft  his  own  light :  he  ufed 
to  call  Chrift,  by  way  of  reproach,  the  Galilean .  He 
was  killed  with  a  lance  in  his  wars  with  the  Perfiansl 
When  he  faw  \that  he  was  mortally  wounded,  he  took 
a  handful  of  his  blood,  and  threw  it  up  towards  hea¬ 
ven,  crying  out,  Thou  haft  overcome,  Q  Galilean. 
And  he  is  commonly  thought  by  divines  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  unpardonable  ftn. 

Another  way  that  Satan  attempted  to  reftore  Pagan- 
ifm  in  the  Roman  empire,  was  by  the  invafions  and  con - 
quejls  of  Heathen  nations .  For  in  this  fpace  of  time 
that  we  are  upon,  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  other 
Heathen  barbarous  nations,  that  dwelt  in  the  north  of 
the  Roman  empire,  invaded  the  empire,  and  obtained 
great  conquefts,  and  even  over-ran  the  empire,  and  in 
the  fifth  century  took  the  city  of  Rome,  and  finally  fub- 
dued  and  conquered,  and  took  polfeftion  of  the  Weftern 
empire,  as  it  was  called,  or  the  weftern  half  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  divided  it  amongft  them  ;  divided  it  into  ten 
kingdoms,  with  which  began  the  ten  horns  of  the 
beaft  ;  for  we  are  told,  that  the  ten  horns  are  ten 
kings,  who  fhould  rife  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Roman 
empire  :  thefe  are  alio  reprefented  by  the  ten  toes  of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  image.  The  invallon  and  conquefts 
of  thefe  Heathen  nations  are  fuppofed  to  be  foretold  in 
the  8th  chapter  of  Revelation,  in  what  came  to  pafs 
under  the  founding  of  the  four  firft  trumpets.  Now 
thefe  nations,  who  now  took  pofleffion  of  the  Weftern 
empire,  were  Heathens  ;  lo  that  by  their  means  Hea- 
thenifm  was  again  for  a  while  reftored  after  it  had  been 
rooted  out. 

So  much  for  the  oppofition  of  Satan  againft  the  fuc- 
cels  of  the  golpel  during  this  fpace  before  the  rife  of 
Antichrift.  I  proceed, 

2.  lo  diow  what  fuccefs  there  was  of  the  gofpel  in 
this  fpace,  notwithftanding  this  oppofition. 

(i)  I  would  obferve,  that  the  oppofition  of  Satan  in 
thole  things  was  baffled.  Though  the  dragon  caft  out 
of  his  mouth  fuch  a  flood  after  the  woman  to  carry  her 
away,  yet  he  could  not  obtain  his  deiign  ;  but  the  earth 
helped  the  woman,  and  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwal- 
lowed  up  the  flood  which  the  dragon  caft  out  of  his 

mouth. 
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njouth.  Tliefe  herefies,  which  for  a  while  fo  much 
prevailed,  yet  after  a  while  dwindled  away,  and  ortho¬ 
doxy  was  again  reftored  :  and  his  attempt  by  Julian  was 
Darned  at  his  death. 

(2)  The  gofpel,  during  this  fpace  of  time,  was  fur¬ 
ther  propagated  among* r  many  barbarous  Heathen  na¬ 
tions  in  the  confines  of  the  Roman  empire.  In  the 
time  of  Cor) (Ian tine  there  was  a  confiderable  propaga¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  in  the  Fall  Indies,  chiefly  by  the  mi- 
nifiry  of  one  Frumentius.  Great  numbers  of  the  Ibe¬ 
rians,  an  Heathen  people,  were  converted  to  Chrifiiani- 
ty  by  a  Chriuian  woman  of  eminent  piety,  whom  they 
had  taken  captive.  And  fome  account  is  given  of  fe- 
veral  other  barbarous  nations  who  were  not  within  the 
Roman  empire,  that  great  numbers  of  them  were 
brought  to  receive  the  gofpel  by  the  teaching  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  captives  whom  they  had  taken  in  Avar.  And  af¬ 
ter  this,  about  the  year  of  Chrilt  372*  the  gofpel  was 
propagated  among  the  barbarous  people  that  dwelt  in 
Arabia  ;  as  it  was  alfo  among  fome  of  the  northern  na¬ 
tions  ;  particularly  a  prince  of  the  country  of  the  Goths 
about  this  time  became  Chriiiian,  and  a  great  number 
of  his  people  with  him.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  this 
century,  the  gofpel  was  alfo  further  propagated  among 
the  Perfiahs,  and  alfo  the  Scythians,  a  barbarous  people* 
that  the  apoftle  mentions  in  Col.  iii.  11.  u  Barbarian j 
**  Scythian*  bond  nor  free.’* 

And  after  this,  about  the  year  430,  there  was  a  re¬ 
markable  converfion  of  a  Heathen  people,  called  the 
Burgundians ,  to  the  Chriiiian  faith.  About  the  lame 
time,  in  this  age,  the  gofpel  began  to  be  propagated  in 
Ireland  ;  and  the  Irilh,  tvho  till  now  had  been  Heathen, 
began  to  receive  the  Chriiiian  faith.  About  the  fame 
time  it  was  further  propagated  among  fome  barbarous 
people  in  Scotland,  and  alfo  in  fome  other  places.  In 
the  next  century  to  this,  one  Zathus ,  a  Heathen  king, 
Who  ruled  over  a  people  called  the  Colchiaus ,  was 
brought  to  renounce  his  Heatheniim,  and  to  embrace 
the  Chriuian  religion.  Several  other  barbarous  nations 
are  .recorded  to  have  renounced  ricathcnifm  and  em¬ 
braced  Chrifiianity  about  this  time,  that  I  cannot  hand 
to  mention. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  confidcred  the  principal  events  of 
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providence  which  concern  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  from  Conftantine  to  the  rile  of  Antichrift:. 

2 dlyy  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  time  from 
Conftantine  to  the  deftru&ion  of  Antichrift,  viz.  that 
which  reaches  from  the  rife  of  Antichrift  to  the  refor¬ 
mation  by  Luther  and  others.  And  this  is  the  darkeft 
and  molt  difmal  day  that  ever  the  Chriftian  church 
law,  and  probably  the  darkeft. that  ever  it  will  fee.  The 
time  of  the  church’s  affliction  and  perfecution,  as  was 
obferved  before,  is  from  Chrift’s  refurrection  till  the  de¬ 
ft  rudtion  of  Antichrift,  excepting  what  the  day  is,  as  it 
were,  fhortened  by  fome  intermiftlons  and  times  of  re- 
fpite,  which  God  gives  for  the  elect’s  fake.  But  this 
time,  from  the  rife  of  Antichrift  till  the  Reformation, 
was  a  fpace  wherein  the  Chriftian  church  was  in  its 
greater  depth  of  depreffion,  and  its  darkeft  time  of  all. 
The  true  church  in  this  fpace  was  for  many  hundred 
years  in  a  ftate  of  great  ohfcurity,  like  the  woman  in 
the  wildernefs  :  indeed  (lie  was  almoft  hid  from  fight 
and  obfervation.  In  fpeaking  of  the  events  of  this  fpace 
of  time,  I  would,  i.  Take  notice  of  the  great  machi¬ 
nations  and  works  of  the  devil  again!!  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  during  this  time  \  2.  How  the  church  of  Chrift 
was  upheld  during  this  time. 

1 .  I  would  take  notice  of  the  great  works  of  the  de- 

VO 

vil  again  ft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  during  this  time.  Sa¬ 
tan  had  done  great  things  againft  the  Chriftian  church 

vo  OO 

before,  but  had  been  baffled  once  and  again.  Michael 
and  his  angels  had  obtained  a  glorious  victory.  How 
terrible  was  his  oppolition  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Heathen  empire  ;  and  how  glorious  was  Chrift’s 
victory  and  triumph  over  him  in  the  time  of  Conftan¬ 
tine  !  It  pleafed  God  now  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  yet 
more  glorious  victory  over  him,  to  fufter  him  to  renew 
Iiis  ftrength,  and  to  do  the  utmoft  that  his  power  and 
fubtilty  can  help  him  to  *3  and  therefore  he  fufter s  him 
to  have  a  lonp  time  to  lav  his  fchemes,  and  to  eftablifli 
his  intereft,  and  make  his  matters  ftrong  ;  and  fufrers 
him  to  carry  liis  deftgns  a  great  length  indeed,  almoft 
to  the  fwallowing  up  of  his  church  *,  and  to  exercife  a 
high,  and  proud,  and  almoft  uncontrouled  dominion, 
in  the  world,  a  long  time  before  Chrift  finally  conquers, 
and  fubdues,  and  utterly  ruins  his  vilible  kingdom  on 

earth. 
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earth*  as  he  will  do  in  the  time  of  the  deftnuftion  of 
Antichrift  :  thus  glorioufly  triumphing  over  him,  af¬ 
ter  he  has  done  the  utmoft  that  his  power  and  iubtiltv 
can  extend  to,  and  fhowing  that  he  is  above  him,  after 
he  has  dealt  moil  proudly,  and  lifted  himlelf  higheft  of 
*11. 

The  two  great  works  of  the  devil  which  he  in  this 
fpace  of  time  wrought  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
are  his  creating  his  Antichriftian  and  Mahometan  king¬ 
doms,  which  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  two  kingdoms  of 
great  extent  and  ftrength,  both  together  fwallowing  up 
the  ancient  Roman  empire  ;  the  kingdom  of  Antichrift 
fwallowing  up  the  Weftern  empire,  and  Satan’s  Maho¬ 
metan  kingdom  the  Eaftern  empire.  As  the  fcriptures 
in  the  book  of  Revelation  reprefent  it,  it  is  in  the  de¬ 
ft  ruction  of  thefe  that  the  glorious  victory  of  C  hr  ill, 
at  the  introduction  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  church, 
will  mainly  confift.  And  here  let  us  briefly  obferve 
how  Satan  eredls  and  maintains  thefe  two  great  king¬ 
doms  of  his  in  oppofltion  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 

(i)  With  refpect  to  the  kingdom  of  Antichrift. 
This  feems  to  be  the  majfter-piece  of  all  the  contrivances 
of  the  devil  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  is  evi¬ 
dently  fo  fpoken  of  in  fcripture,  and  therefore  Anti¬ 
chrift:  is  the  man  of  fin,  or  that  man  of  fin,  2  Thef.  ii. 
3.  He  is  fo  called  emphatically,  as  though  lie  were  fo 
eminently.  So  he  is  called  Antithrift  y  which  iigniftes 
the  opponent  or  adverfary  of  Chrift.  Not  that  he  is 
the  only  opponent  of  Chrift  *,  there  were  many  others 
belides  him.  The  Apoftle  John  obferves,  that  in  his 
days  there  were  many  Antichrifts.  But  yet  this  is  call- 
cd  the  Antichrift ,  as  though  there  were  none  but  he, 
becaufe  he  was  fo  eminently,  and  above  all  others.  So 
this  contrivance  of  the  devil,  is  called  the  my  fiery  of 
iniquity ,  2  Thef.  ii.  7.  And  wc  find  no  enemy  of  Chrift 
one  half  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of  Reve¬ 
lation  as  this  ;  and  the  deftru&ion  of  no  enemy  is  fpo¬ 
ken  of  as  fo  glorious  and  happy  for  the  church.  The 
craft  and  fubtilty  of  the  devil,  above  all  appears  in  this 
work  of  his ;  as  might  be  fliown,  were  it  not  that  it 
would  confume  too  much  time. 

This  is  a  contrivance  of  the  devil  to  turn  the  miniftry 
of  the  Chrift ian  church  into  a  miniftry  of  the  devil, 
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and  to  turn  thefe  angels  of  the  churches  into  fallen  angels, 
and  fo  into  devils.  And  in  the  tyranny,  and  fuperftition, 
and  idolatry,  and  perfecu tion,  which  he  fets  up, he  con¬ 
trives  to  make  an  image  of  ancient  Paganifm,  and  more 
than  to  reftore  what  was  loft  in  the  empire  by  the  over¬ 
throw  of  Paganifm  in  the  time  of  Conftantine  :  fo  that 
by  thefe  means  the  head  of  the  bean  ,  which  was  wound¬ 
ed  unto  death  in  Conftantine,  has  his  deadly  wound 
healed  in  AntichriU,  R.ev.  xiii.  3.  And  the  dragon, 
•that  formerly  reigned  in  the  Heathen  Roman  empire, 
being  caff  out  thence,  after  the  bead  with  feyen  heads 
and  ten  horns  riles  up  out  of  the  fea,  gives  him  his  power, 
and  feat,  and  great  authority  ;  and  all  the  world  won¬ 
ders  after  the  bead. 

I  am  far  from  pretending  to  determine  the  time  when 
the  reign  of  Antichrih  began,  which  is  a  point  that  has 
been  fo  much  controverted  among  divines  and  expor¬ 
ters.  It  is  certain  that  the  i26odays,  or  years,  which 
are  fo  often  in  feripture  mentioned  as  the  time  of  the 
continuance  of  Antichri  i’s  reign,  did  not  commence 
before  the  year  of  Chri't  479  ;  bee  aide  if  they  did,  they 
would  have  ended,  and  Antichrift  would  have  fallen 
before  now.  But  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  pre- 
cifely  how  long  it  was  alter  this  that  that  period  began, 
"I  he  rile  of  Antichrift  was  gradual.  The  Chriftian 
church  corrupted  i ti elf  in  many  things  prefently  after 
Con  ft  an  tine’s  time,  growing  more  and  more  fuperfti- 
tious  in  its  worfhip,  by  degrees  bringing  in  many  cere¬ 
monies  into  the  worfhip  of  God,  till  at  length  they 
brought  in  the  worfhip  of  faints,  and  fet  up  images  in 
their  churches,  and  the  clergy  in  general,  and  efpecial- 
]y  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  affumed  more  and  more  autho¬ 
rity  to  hi  mi  elf.  In  the  primitive  times  he  was  only  a 
minifler  of  a  congregation  ;  then  a  handing  moderator 
of  a  prefbytery  ;  then  a  dioccfan  bifhop  ;  then  a  metro¬ 
politan,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  archbifhop  ;  then  he 
was  a  patriarch  ;  then  afterwards  he  claimed  the  power 
of  nriiverfal  bifhop  over  the  whole  Chriftian  church 
through  the  world  ;  wherein  he  was  oppofecl  for  a  while, 
but' afterwards  was  confirmed  in  it  by  the  civil  power  of 
the  Emperor  in  the  year  606.  After  that  he  claimed 
the  power  of  a  temporal  prince  ;  and  fo  was  wont  to 
carry  two  fwords,  to  iignify  that  both  the  temporal  and 
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fnlritual  fword  was  his  ;  and  claimed  more  and  more 
authority,  till  at  length  he,  as  ChrilVs  vicegerent  on 
earth,  claimed  the  very  fame  power  that  Chrift  would 
have,  if  he  was  prefent  on  earth,  and  reigned  on  his 
throne,  or  the  fame  power  that  belongs  to  hod,  and. 
ufed  to  be  called  God  on  earth  ;  and  ufed  to  be  fubmuted 
to  by  all  the  princes  of  Chriftendom.  lie  claime 
power  to  crown  princes,  and  to  degrade  them  at  his  plea¬ 
sure  ;  and  this  power  was  owned  :  and  it  came  to  that, 
that  kings  and  emperors  ufed  to  kifs  his  feet.  The  em¬ 
perors  were  wont  to  receive  their  crowns  at  his  hands, 
and  princes  were  wont  to  dread  the  difpleafuie  ot  t  ic 
Pope,  as  they  would  dread  a  thunderbolt  from  heaven  ; 
for  if  the  Pope  was  pleafed  to  excommunicate  a  prince, 
all  his  fubjects  were  at  once  freed  from  their  allegiance 
to  him;  yea,  and  obliged  not  to  own  him  any  more,  on 
pain  of  excommunication  ;  and  not  only  lb,  out  any 
man  might  kill  him  where-ever  he  found  him.  And 
further,  the  Pope  was  believed  to  have  power  to  damn 
men  at  pleafure  ;  for  whoever  died  under  his  excom¬ 
munication,  was  looked  upon  as  certainly  damned. 
And  feveral  emperors  were  actually  depolcd,  and  eje^c- 
td,  and  died  miferably  by  his  means  ;  and  if  the  people 
of  any  ftate  or  kingdom  did  not  pieaie  him,  he  had 
power  to  lav  that  ftate  or  kingdom  under  an  inteioict, 
which  was  a  fentence  pronounced  by  the  Pope  again  It 
that  ftate  or  kingdom,  whereby  all  facred  adminiftia- 
tions  among  them  could  have  no  validity.  Thcic  could 
be  no  valid  baptifms,  or  facraments,  or  prayers,  or 
preacliinp,  or  pardons,  till  that,  interdict  was  taken  off  ; 
fo  that  that  people  remained,  in  their  apprehenfion,  in  a 
miferable,  damnable  ftate,  and  therefore  dreaded  it  as 
thev  would  a  ftorm  of  fire  and  hrimftone  from  heaven. 
And  in  order  to  execute  his  wrath  on  a  prince  or  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  the  Pope  was  dilplealcd,  other  princes 
muff  alio  be  put  to  a  gread  deal  of  trouble  and  expence. 

And  as  the  Pope  and  his  clergy  robbed  the  people  of 
their  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  liberties  and  privileges,  fo 
they  alfo  robbed  them  of  their  eftates,  and  drained  all 
Chriftendom  of  their  money,  and  ingroffed  the  mold 
of  their  riches  into  their  own  coffers,  by  their  vaft  re¬ 
venues,  befides  pay  for  pardons  and  indulgences,  bap¬ 
tifms  and  extreme  unftions,  deliverance  out  of  purga- 
r.  tory. 


2  7  '5  ^  H  1  S  T  O  R  Y  of  Period  IIL 

X?l7>  and  an  hundred  oyher  things  —  See  how  well 
this  agrees  with  the  prophecies,  a  Tiief.  ii.  3.  4.  Dan 
vir  2°;  21.  Rev.  xiii.  6 .  7.  and  chap.  xvii.  3.  4. 

During  this  time  alfo  fuperflition  and  ignorance  more 
ana  more  prevailed.  The  holy  fcriptures  by  degrees 
were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  laity,  the  better  to 
promote  the  unfcriptural  and  wicked  defmns  of  the 

tin^  tn'J  ckrhy  >  and  in  head  of  promoting  know¬ 
ledge  among^  the  people,  they  induhrioully  promoted 
ignorance.^  It  was  a  received  maxim  among'them,  That 
ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion  :  ancffo  great  was 
tue  darknefs  of  thofe  times,  that  learning  was  almoft 
extinct  in  the  world.  The  very  priefts  themfelves,  moh 
0  them,  were  .  barbaroufly  ignorant  as  to  any  coim 
mendable  learning,  or  any  other  knowledge,  than  their 
nernhi  craft  in  opp refling  and  tyrannizing  over  the  fouls 
°7  tne  people.  The  fuperhition  and  wickednefs  of  the 
c  march  of  Rome,  kept  growing  worfe  and  worfe  till 
the  very  time  of  the  Reformation  ;  and  the  whole  Clui- 
ftian  world  were  led  away  into  this  great  defection,  ex- 
cepting  the  remains  of  the  Chriiiian  church  in  the  Ea- 
fRin  empiie  that  had  not  been  utterly  overthrown  by 
tlic  Rui  ks,  as  the  Greek  church,  and  fome  others, 
which  were  alfo  funk  into  great  darknefs  and  grof*  fu- 
perffition,  excepting  alfo  thofe  few  that  were  the  people 
ot'  God,  who  are  reprefented  by  the  woman  in  the 
wiideineis,  and  God’s  two  witnefies,  of  which  more 
lie  re  after. 

Phis  is  one  of  thofe  two  great  kingdoms  which  the 
de\il  in  this  period  erecfed  in  oppoiition  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Chriff,  and  was  the  greatdf  and  chief.  I  come 
now, 

(2)  To  fpealc  of  the  other,  the  fecond,  which  is  in 
many  relpefts  like  unto  it,  viz.  his  Mahometan  king¬ 
dom,  which  is  another  great  kingdom  of  mighty  power 
and  vail  extent,  let  up  by  Satan  again  if  the  kingdom  of 
Chriilm  he  iet  tliis  up  in  the  Eaflern  empire,  as  he  did 
that  of  Antichrift  in  theWeftern. 

Mahomet  was  born  in  the  year  of  Chriff  570,  in  A- 
.rabia.  When  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  give  forth  that  he  was  the  great  prophet  of  God,-, 
and  began  to  teach  bis  new-invented  religion,  of  which 
ne  w as  to  be  worihipped  as  the  head  next  under  God. 

-  He 
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He  publifhed  his  Alcoran,  which  he  pretended  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  angel  Gabriel  ;  and  being  a  inbtle  craf¬ 
ty  man,  and  poffeiied  of  confiderable  wealth,  and  li- 
ving  among  a  people  who  were  very  ignorant,  and  great¬ 
ly  divided  in  their  opinions  of  religious  matters,  bylub- 
tlety,  and  fair  promifes  of  a  fenfuai  paradife,  he  gained 
a  number  to  be  his  followers,  and  fet  up  for  their 


prince,  and  propagated  his  religion  by  the  iword,  and 
made  it  meritorious  of  paradife  to  fight  for  him.  By 
which  means  his  party  grew, .  and  went  on  lighting  till 
they  conquered  and  brought  over  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;  and  fo  his  party  gradually  grew  till  they  o- 
ver-ran  a  great  part  of  the  world.  Firlf,  the  Saracens, 
who  were  lome  of  his  followers,  and  were  a  people  of 
the  country  of  Arabia,  where  Mahomet  lived,  about  the 
year  700,  began  dreadfully  to  wafle  the  Roman  empire. 
They  over-ran  a  great  many  countries  belonging  to  the 
empire,  and  continued  their  conquefts  for  a  long  time. 
Thefe  are  fuppofed  to  be  meant  by  the  locufts  that  we 
read  of  in  the  9th  chapter  of  Revelation. 

And  then  after  this  the  Turks,  who  were  originally 
another  people,  different  from  the  Saracens,  but  were 
followers  of  Mahomet,  conquered  all  the  Eaffern  em¬ 
pire  They  began  their  empire  about  the  year  of  Cliriil 
1296,  and  began  to  invade  Europe  1300,  aud  took  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  lo  became  mafters  of  all  the  Eafiern 
empire  in  the  year  1453,  which  is  near  three  hundred 
years  ago.  And  thus  all  tliofe  cities  and  countries 
where  were  thofe  famous  churches  of  old,  that  we  read 
of  in  the  New  Tellament,  as  Jerufalem,  Antioch,  E- 
phefus,  Corinth,  See.  now  all  became  fubject  to  the 
Turks.  And  they  took  pofTeflion  of  Conftantinople, 
which  was  named  after  Conftantine  the  Great,  being 
made  by  him  the  head  city  of  the  Roman  empire, 
whereas  Rome  had  been  till  then.  Thefe  are  fuppofed 
to  be  prophefied  of  by  the  liorfemen  in  the  9th  chapter 
of  Revelation,  beginning  with  the  15th  verfe.  And 
the  remains  of  the  Chriftians  that  are  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  world,  who  are  moflly  of  the  Greek  church,  arc 
in  miferable  flaverv  under  thefe  Turks,  and  treated  with 


a  great  deal  of  barbarity  and  cruelty,  and  are  become 
moffly  very  ignorant  and  fuperffitious. 

Thus  I  have  Ricwn  what  great  works  of  Satan  were 
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wrought  during  this  fpace  of  time  in  oppofition  to  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift. 

2  I  come  now  to  fhow  how  the  church  of  Chrift  was 
upheld  through  this  dark  time. - -  And  here, 

(i)  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  towards  the  former  part 
ol  this  fpace  of  time,  feme  of  the  nations  of  Chriften- 
dom  held  out  a  long  time  before  they  complied  with  the 
cox  i  uptions  and  u  fur  patio  ns  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
1  hough  all  the  world  wondered  after  the  bead,  yet  all 
nations  did  not  fall  in  at  once.  Many  of  the  principal 
con  uptions  of  the  church  of  Rome  were  brought  in 
With  a  great  deal  ol  druggie  and  oppolition  ;  and  parti- 
cu  laxly,  when  the  Pope  gave  out,  that  he  was  uxiiverfal 
billiop,  many  churches  greatly  oppofed  him  in  it ;  and 
it  was  a  long  time  before  they  would  yield  to  his  exor¬ 
bitant  claims.  And  lo,  when  the  worfhip  of  images  was 
iii  it  bi ought  into  the  churches,  there  were  many  who 
greatly  oppofed  it,  and  long  held  out  againft  it.  And 
io  with  refpeft  to  other  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  x  hofe  people  that  dwelt  nearer  to  the  city  of 
no  me  complied  looner,  but  fome  that  were  more  re¬ 
mote,  were  along  time  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
put  their  necks  under  the  yoke :  and  particularly  eccle- 
lialncal  hiftory  gives  an  account,  that  it  was  fo  with 
great  part  of  tiie  churches  in  England,  and  Scotland, 
and  France,  who  retained  the  ancient  purity  of  doc¬ 
trine  and  worfhip  much  longer  than  many  others  who 
were  nearer  the  chief  feat  of  Antichrifl. 

(-)  In  every  age  of  this  dark  time,  there  appeared 
particular  perfons  in  all  parts  of  Chriflendom,  who 
bore  a  teftimony  againff  the  corruptions  and  tyranny  of 
the  church  of  Rome.  There  is  no  one  age  of  Anti- 
chrifr,  even  in  the  dark  elf  times  of  all,  but  ecclefiadi- 


cal  hiftorians  mention;'  great  many  by  name  who  mani¬ 
fested  an  abhorrence  of  the  Pope,  and  his  idolatrous 
wcrlhip,  and  pleaded  for  the  ancient  purity  of  doflrine 
anc  wcrlhip.  God  was  pleafed  to  maintain  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  fucceffion  of  witnefles  through  the  whole  time, 
m  ( termany,  France,  Britain,  and  ether  countries';  as 
hiftorians  demon  ft  rate,  and  mention  them  by  name, 
and  give  an  account  of  the  teftimony  which  they  held. 
Many  of  them  were  private  perfons,  and  many  of  them 
mmiltcrs,  and  fome  magiftrates,  and  perfons  of  great 
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diftfoftion.  And  there  were  numbers  in  every  age  who 
were  perfecutcd  and  put  to  death  for  this  teltimony. 

(3)  Reiides  thefe  particular  perfons  difperfed  here  and 
there,  there  was  a  certain  people,  called  the  IV aldenfes ,  who 
lived  feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  who  kept 
themfelves  pure,  and  conftantly  bore  a  teltimony  againft 
the  church  of  Rome  through  all  this  dark  time.  Fhe 
place  where  they  dwelt  was  the  Vaudois,  or  the  five  val¬ 
leys  of  Piedmont,  a  very  mountainous  country,  be¬ 
tween  Italy  and  France.  The  place  where  they  lived 
was  compafied  about  with  thofe  exceeding  high  moun¬ 
tains  called  the  Alps ,  which  were  almoft  impaftable. 
The  patTage  over  thefe  mountainous  delert  countries, 
was  fo  difficult,  that  the  valleys  where  this  people  dwelt 
were  almoft  inacceiiible.  There  this  people  lived  for 
many  ages,  as  it  were,  alone,  in  a  ftate  of  feparation 
from  all  the  world,  having  very  little  to  do  with  any 
other  people.  And  there  they  ferved  Cod  in  the  an¬ 
cient  purity  of  his  worlhip,  and  never  fubmitted  to  the 
church  of  Rome.  This  place  in  this  delert  moun¬ 
tainous  country,  probably  was  the  place  eipecially 
meant  in  the  12th  chapter  of  Revelation,  6th  verfe,  as 
the  place  prepared  or  God  for  the  womap,  that  they 
ihould  feed  her  there  during  the  reign  of  Antichrift. 

Some  of  the  Popiili  writers  themfelves  own,  that  that 
people  never  fubmitted  to  the  church  of  Rome.  One 
of  the  Popilh  writers,  fpeaking  of  the  Waldenfes,  fays, 
The  herefy  of  the  Waldenfes  is  the  oldeft  herefy  in  the 
world.  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  people  firft  betook 
themfelves  to  this  defer t  lecret  place  among  the  moun¬ 
tains,  to  hide  themfelves  from  the  feverity  of  the  Hea¬ 
then  perfecutions  which  were  before  Conftantine  the 
Great.  And  thus  the  woman  fled  into  the  wildernefs 
from  the  face  of  theferpent,  Rev.  xii.  6.  And  fo,  veil.  1 4. 
<c  And  to  the  woman  were  given  two  wings  of  a  great 
a  'eagle,  that  fhe  might  fly  into  the  wildernefs,  into  her 
“  place  :  where  fhe  is  nourifhed  for  a  time,  and  times, 
(<  and  half  a  time,  from  the  face  of  the  fcrpcnt.”  And 
the  people  being  fettled  there,  their  pofterity  continued 
there  from  age  to  age  afterwards  :  and  being,  as  it  were, 
by  natural  walls,  as  well  as  by  God’s  grace,  f^parated 
from  the  reft  of  the  world,  never  partook  of  the  o- 
verflowing  corruption, 
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Thefe  efpecially  were  thofe  virgins  who  were  not  de- 
filed  with  the  red  of  women,  or  when  other  women 
proftituted  thendelves  and  were  defiled  ,  but  they  kept 
themfelves.  pure  for  Chrift  alone  :  they  followed  the 
Lamb,  their  Ipiritual  hufband,  whitherfoever  he  went  : 
they  followed  him  into  this  hideous  wildernefs,  Rev, 

2uv.  4.  5. - dheir  dofirine  and  their  worfhip,  as 

there  dill  remain  accounts  of  them,  appear  to  be  the 
fame  with  the  Proteftant  doctrine  and  worfhip  ;  and  by 
the  confefiion  of  Popifh  writers,  they  were  a  people  re¬ 
markable  for  the  ftriflnefs  of  their  lives,  for  charity  and 
other  Chriftian  virtues.  They  lived  in  external  poverty 
in  this  hideous  country  ;  but  they  chofe  this  rather 
than  to  comply  with  the  great  corruptions  of  the  reft 
of  the  world. 


1  hey  living  in  fo  feqret  a  place,  it  was  a  long  time  be? 
fore  they  feem  to  have  been  much  taken  notice  of  by 
the  Romarfifts  ;  but  at  laid  falling  under  obfervation, 
they  went  out  in  mighty  armies  again!!  them,  and  fell 
upon  them  with  infatiable  cruelty,  barbaroufly  maffa- 
cring  and  putting  to  death  men,  women,  and  children, 
with  all  imaginable  tortures  ;  and  fo  continued  perfe- 
cuting  them  with  but  little  intermifiion  for  feveral  hun¬ 
dred  years  ;  by  which  means  many  of  them  were  driven 
out  of  their  old  habitations  in  the  valleys  of  Piedmont, 
and  fled  jnto  all  parts  of  Europe,  carrying  with  them 
their  doctrine,  to  which  many  were  brought  over.  80 
their  perfecutors  could  not  by  all  their  cruelties  extirpate 
the  church  of  God;  fo  fulfilling  his  word,  “  that  the 
“  gates  of  hell  ffiould  not  prevail  againft  it.” 

(-1)  Towards  the  latter  part  of  this  dark  time,  feve¬ 
ral  noted  divines  openly  appeared  to  defend  the  truth, 
and  bear  teftimony  againft  the  corruptions  of  the 
church  qf  Rome,  and  had  many  followers.  The  ftrft 
and  principal  of  thefe  was  a  certain  Englifh  divine, 
whofe  name  was  John  IVlckUff ,  who  appeared  about  140 
years  before  the  Reformation,  and  ftrenuoully  oppofed 
the  Popifh  religion,  and  taught  the  fame  deftrine  that 
the  Reformers  afterwards  did,  and  had  many  followers 
in  England.  He  was  hotly  perfecuted  in  his  lifetime, 
fet  died  in  peace  ;  and  after  he  was  buried,  his 
?.one$  were  dug  up  by  his  perfecutors,  and  burnt.  His 
followers  remained  in  conlklerablc  numbers  in  England 
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till  the  Reformation,  and  were  cruelly  perfecuted,  and 
multitudes  put  to  death  for  their  religion. 

Wickliff  had  many  difciples  and  followers,  not  only 
in  England,  but  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  whither  his 
books  were  carried ;  and  particularly  in  Bohemia,  a- 
mong  whom  were  two  eminent  divines,  the  name  of  one 
was  John  Hufs ,  the  other’s  name  was  Jerome  a  divine  be-* 
longing  to  Prague,  the  chief  city  of  Bohemia,  fhefe 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  church  of  Home,  and  had  ma¬ 
ny  who  adhered  to  them.  They  were  both  burnt  by 
the  Papifts  for  their  do&rine ;  and  their  followers  in 
Bohemia  were  cruelly  perfecuted,  but  never  extirpated 
till  the  Reformation. 

Thus  having  gone  through  this  dark  time  of  the 
church,  which  is  the  fecond  part  of  the  fpace  fioni 
Conftantine  the  Great  to  the  deftrutftion  of  Antichiift,; 


I  come  now, 

3 dly.  To  the  third  part,  viz-  that  which  begins  with 
the  Reformation,  and  reaches  to  the  prefent  time. 
And  here  I  would,  1.  Speak  of  the  Reformation  itfelf  * 
2.  The  oppofition  which  the  devil  has  made  to  the  Re¬ 
formed  church  *,  3*  "What  iuccefs  there  has  lately  been 
of  the  gofpel  in  one  place  and  another  ;  4.  What  the 
Rate  of  things  is  now  in  the  world  with  regard  to  the 
church  of  Chrift,  and  the  fucceis  of  his  purchafe.. 

j .  Here  the  fir  ft  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the 
Reformation.  This  was  begun  about  220  years  ago  : 
firft  in  Saxony  in  Germany,  by  the  preaching  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther,  who,  being  birred  in  his  fpirit,  to  fee  the 
horrid  practices  of  the  Popifh  clergy,  and  having  let 
himfeif  diligently  to  inquire  after  truth,  by  the  ftudy  or 
the  holy  feriptures,  and  the  writings  of  the  ancient  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  church,  very  openly  and  boldly  decried 
the  corruptions  and  ufurpations  of  the  Romifh  church 
in  his  preaching  and  writings,  and  had  foon  a*  great 
number  that  fell  in  with  him  *,  among  whom  was  the 
Elcftor  of  Saxony,  the  lovereign  prince  of  the  country 
to  which  he  belonged.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  church 
of  Piome  ;  and  it  did  as  it  were  rally  all  its  force  to  op- 
pole  him  and  his  doeftrine,  and  fierce  wars  and  perfecu- 
tions  were  raifed  againft  it :  but  yet  it  went  on  by  the 
labours  of  Luther,  and  Melan&hon  in  Germany,  and 
Zuinglius  in  Switzerland,  and  other  eminent  divines, 

N  n  2  who 
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who  were  cotemporary  with  Luther,  and  fell  in  with- 
him  ;  and  particularly -Calvin,  who  appeared  fomething 
after  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  but  was  one 
ot  the  moil  eminent  Reformers, 

Many  of  the  princes  of  Germany  foon  fell  in  with 
the  Reformed  religion,- and  many  other  hates  and  king¬ 
doms  in  Europe,  as  England,  Scotland,  Sweden,  Den¬ 
mark,  Norway,  great  part  of  France,  Poland,  Lithua¬ 
nia,  Switzerland,  and  the  Low  Countries,  So  that  it  is 
thought,  that  heretofore  about  half  Chriftendom  were 
of  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  though,  fince,  the  Papids 
have  gained  ground  :  fo  that  the  Proteftants  now  have 
not  fo  great  a  proportion. 

Thus  God  began  gloriouily  to  revive  his  church  a  - 
gain,  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  after  fuclv 
a  dhmal  night  of  darknefs  as  had  been  before  from  the 
riP  of  Antichrist  to  that  time.  There  had  been  many 
endeavours  tiled  by  the  witnefles  for  the  truth  for  a  re- 
foi  mation  before.  Rut  now,  when  God’s  appointed 
time  was  come,  lus  work  was  begun,  and  went  on  with 
a  fwift  and  wonderful  progrefs  ;  and  Antichrid,  who 
had  been  riling  higher  and  higher  from  his  very  firft 
beginning  till  tnat  time,  was  fwiftly  and  fuddenly 
brought  down,  and  fell  half-way  towards  utter  ruin, 
and  never  has  been  able  to  rife  again  to  his  former  height, 
A  certain  very  late  expositor  (Mr  Lowman),who  explains 
the  five  iarit  vials  in  the  16th  chapter  of  Revelation, 
with  greater  probability  perhaps  than  any  who  went  be¬ 
fore  him,  explains  the  fifth  vial,  which  was  poured  out 
on  the  feat  of  the  bead,  of  what  came  to  pals  in  the  Re- 
fo  rm  at  ion  ;  explaining  the  four  preceding  vials  of  cer¬ 
tain  great  judgements  God  brought  on  the  Popiih  do¬ 
minions  before  the  Reformation.  It  is  laid,  R.ev.  xvr. 
10.  that  (<  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  on  the 
<5<  feat., of  the  bead  in  the  original,  it  is  the  throne  of 
the  beafi ;  u  and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darknefs, 
“  and  they  gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  blaf- 
“  Ph  emed  the  God  of  heaven  becaufe  of  their  pains 

and  their  lores,  and  repented  not  of  their  deeds.”  He 
poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  throne  of  the  bead,  i.  c. 
on  the  authority  and  dominion  of  the  Pope  :  fo  the 
word  throne  is  often  nied  in  fcripture ;  fb  i  Kings  i.  37* 

As  the  Lord  hath  been  with  my  lord  the  king,  even 

“  fo 
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fo  be  he  with  Solomon,  and  make  his  throne  greater 
«  than  the  throne  of  my  lord  King  David  e.  ma  'e 
his  dominion  and  authority  greater,  and  his  kingdom 

more  glorious. 

But  now,  in  the  Reformation,  the  vials  ot  Gods 
wrath  were  poured  out  on  the  throne  of  the  bead.  His 
throne  was  terribly  ihaken  and  diminilhed.  The  Pope  s 
authority  and  dominion  was  greatly  diminilhed^  both  as 
to  the  extent  and  degree.  He  loft,  as  was  laid  before, 
about  half  his  dominions.  And  befides,  lince  the  1  e- 
fo rmation,  the  Pope  has  loft  great  part  of  that  autho¬ 
rity,  even  in  the  Popifli  dominions,  which  he  had  be¬ 
fore.  He  is  not  regarded,  and  his  power  is  dreaded  in 
no  mealure  as  it  was  wont  to  be.  The  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope  have  learned  not  to  put  their  necks  undei  the 
Pope’s  feet,  as  formerly  they  were  wont  to  do.  So  that 
he  is  as  a  lion  that  has  loft  his  teeth,  in  companion  ot 
what  he  was  once.  And  when  the  Pope  and  his  clergy, 
enraged  to  fee  their  authority  fo  diminiihed  at  the  Re¬ 
formation,  laid  their  heads  together,  and  joined  their 
forces  to  delfroy  the  Reformation  ;  their  policy,  which 
was  wont  to  ferve  them  fo  well,  failed  ;  and  they  found 
their  kingdom  full  of  darknefs,  fo  that  they  could  do 
nothing,  any  more  than  the  Egyptians,  who  role  not 
from  their  feats  for  three  days.  The  Reformed  church 
was  defended  as  Lot  and  the  angels  were  in  Sodom,  by 
fruiting  the  Sodomites  with  darkneis  or  blindneis,  that 
they  could  not  find  the  door.  God  then  fulfilled  that 
in  Job  v.  11*  8cc.  u  To  fet  up  on  high  thole  that  be 
««  low  ;  that  thofe  which  mourn  may  be  exalted  to  lafcty. 
“  He  difappointeth  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  fo  that 
“  their  hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprifc.  He  ta- 

keth  the  wife  in  their  own  crafdnefs:  and  the  couniel 
4t  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong.  I  hey  meet  with 
<(  darknefs  in  the  day-time,  and  grope  in  the  noon-day 
«  as  in  the  night.  But  he  faveth  the  poor  from  the 
44  fword,  from  their  mouth,  and  from  the  hand  of  the 
44  mighty.” 

Thole  proud  enemies  of  God’s  people  being  io  dil- 
appointed,  and  finding  themfeives  10  unable  to  uphold 
their  own  dominion  and  authority,  this  made  them  as 
it  were  to  gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain,  or  bite  their 
tongues  for  mere  rage. 

•  2.  I 
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2.  I  proceed  therefore  to  fhow  what  oppofition  has 
been  made  to  this  fuccefs  of  ChrifPs  purchaie  by  the 
Reformation  by  Satan  and  his  adherents  ;  obferving,  as 
we  go  along,  how  far  they  have  been  baffled,  and  how 
far  they  have  been  fuccefsful. 

The  oppofition  which  Satan  has  made  againfl:  the 
Refo lined  lehgion  has  been  principally  of  the  following 
kinds,  viz.  that  which  was  made,  i.  by  a  general  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  church  of  Rome;  2.  by  fecret  plots  and  de¬ 
vices  ;  3*  by  open  wars  and  invasions  ;  4.  by  cruel  op- 
pi  e  ill  on  and  perfecution  ;  and,  e.  by  bringing  in  cor¬ 
rupt  opinions. 

(1)  The  firft  oppofition  that  I  fliall  take  notice  of  is 
that  which  was  made  by  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
Rome  uniting  together  in  a  general  council.  This  was 
the  famous  council  of  Trent,  which  the  Pope  called  a 
little  while  after  the  Reformation.  In  that  council, 
there  met  together  fix  cardinals,  thirty-two  archbifhops, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  bifhops,  befides  innume¬ 
rable  others  of  the  Romifh  clergy.  This  council,  in  all 
their  fittings,  including  the  times  of  intermiffion  be¬ 
tween  their  fittings,  was  held  for  twenty-five  years  to¬ 
gether.  Their  main  bufinefs  all  this  while  was  to  con¬ 
cert  meafures  for  eftablifhing  the  church  of  Rome  a- 
gainfl  the  Reformers,  and  for  deflroying  the  Reforma¬ 
tion.  But  it  proved  that  they  were  not  able  to  perform 
their  enterprile.  The  Preformed  church,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  holding  fo  great  a  council,  and  for  fo  long  a 
time  together  againff  it,  remained,  and  remains  hill. 
So  that  the  counfel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong, 
and  their  kingdom  is  full  of  darknefs,  and  they  weary 
themfelves  to  find  the  door. 

Thus  the  church  of  Piome,  inftead  of  repenting  of 
their  deeds,  when  fuch  clear  light  was  held  forth  to 
them  by  Luther  and  other  fervants  of  God,  the  Rue- 
formers,  does,  by  general  agreement  in  council,  perfift 
in  their  vile  corruptions  and  wickednefs,  and  obftinate 
oppofition  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  The  doctrines 
and  practices  of  the  church  of  Rome,  which  were  chief¬ 
ly  condemned  by  the  Reformed,  were  confirmed  by  the 
decrees  of  their  council;  and  the  corruptions,  in  many 
refpeTs,  were  carried  higher  than  ever  before ;  and 
they  uttered  blafphemous  reproaches  and  curfes  againft 

the 
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the  Reformed  religion,  and  all  the  Reformed  church 
was  excommunicated  and  anathematized  by  them  ;  *md 
fo,  according  to  the  prophecy,  “  they  blafphemed  God. 
Thus  God  hardened  their  hearts,  intending  to  deftroy 
them. 

(2)  The  Papifts  have  often  endeavoured  to  overthrow 
the  Reformation  by  fecret  plots  and  confpiracies.  ^  So 
there  were  many  plots  againft  the  life  of  Lftther.  lhe 
Papifts  were  engaged  in  contriving  to  difpatch  him,  and 
to  put  him  out  of  their  way  ;  and  he,  as  he  was  a  very- 
bold  man,  often  very  much  expofed  himfelf  in  the  caule 
of  Chrift  :  but  yet  they  were  wonderfully  prevented 
from  hurting  him,  and  he  at  laft  died  in  his  bed  in 
peace.  And  fo  there  have  been  from  time  to  time  in¬ 
numerable  fchemes  fecretly  laid  for  the  overthrow  ol 
the  Proteftant  religion  5  among  which,  that  which 
feems  to  be  moil  confiderable,  and  which  Teemed  to  be 
the  moft  likely  to  have  taken  effect,  was  that  which  was 
in  the  time  of  King  James  II.  of  England,  which  is 
within  the  memory  of  many  of  us.  There  was  at  that 
time  a  ftrong  confpiracy  between  the  King  of  England 
and  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  who  were  both  Papifts,  to 
extirpate  the  Northern  herefy,  as  they  called  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  religion,  not  only  out  of  England,  but  out  of  all 
Europe  *,  and  had  laid  their  fchemes  fo,  that  they  leenx- 
ed  to  be  almoft  fure  of  their  purpofe.  They  looked 
upon  it,  that  if  the  Reformed  religion  were  fupprefted 
in  the  Britilh  realms,  and  in  the  Netherlands,  which 
were  the  ftrongeft  part,  and  chief  defence  of  the  Pro¬ 
teftant  intereft,  they  fhould  have  eafy  work  with  the 
reft.  And  juft  as  their  matters  feemed  to  be  come  to  a 
head,  and  their  enterprife  ripe  for  execution,  God,  in 
his  providence,  fuddenly  dafhed  all  their  fchemes  in 
pieces  by  the  Revolution,  at  the  coming  in  oi  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  ;  by  which  all  their  dcftgns 
were  at  an  end  ;  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  was  more 
ftrongly  eftabliftied,  by  the  crown  of  England’s  being 
eftablillied  in  the  Proteftant  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  a 
Papift  being,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  nation,  for  ever 
rendered  incapable  of  wearing  the  crown  of  England. 
Thus  they  groped  in  darknefs  at  noon-day  as  in  the 
night,  and  their  hands  could  not  perform  their  enter- 
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prife,  and  their  kingdom  was  full  of  darknefs,  and  they 
gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain. 

After  this,  there  was  a  deep  defign  laid  to  bring  the 
fame  thing  to  pafs  in  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne’s 
reign,  by  the  bringing  in  of  the  Popifh  pretender; 
which  was  no  lefs  fuddenly  and  totally  baffled  by  divine 
Providence  ;  as  the  plots  againd  the  Reformation,'  by 
bringing  in  the  pretender,  have  been  from  time  to 
time. 

(3)  The  Reformation  has  often  been  oppofed  by  o- 
pen  wars  and  invafions.  So  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Reformation,  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  to  fupprefs 
the  Reformation,  declared  war  with  the  Duke  of  Sa¬ 
xony,  and  the  principal  men  who  favoured  and  recei¬ 
ved  Luther’s  doctrine.  Rut  they  could  not  obtain  their 
end;  they  could  not  fupprefs  the  Reformation.  For 
the  fame  end,  the  King  of  Spain  maintained  a  long  war 
with  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries  in  the  century  be¬ 
fore  lad.  But  thofe  cruel  wars  iffued  greatly  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Romilh  church,  as  they  occafioned 
the  fettmg  up  of  one  of  the  mod  powerful  Protedant 
dates  in  Europe,  which,  next  to  Great  Britain,  is  the 
chief  barrier  of  the  Protedant  religion.  And  the  de¬ 
fign  of  the  Spanifh  invafion  of  England  in  Queen  Eliia- 
beth’s  time,  was  to  fupprefs  and  root  out  the  Reformed 
religion  ;  and  therefore  they  brought  in  their  fleet  all 
manner  of  indruments  of  cruelty  wherewith  to  torture 
the  Protedants  who  would  not  renounce  the  Protedant 
religion.  But  their  defign  was  totally  baffled,  and  their 
mighty  fleet  in  a  great  meafure  ruined. 

(4)  Satan  has  oppofed  the  Reformation  with  cruel 
perfecutions.  The  perfecutions  with  which  the  Prote¬ 
dants  in  one  kingdom  and  another  have  been  perfecu- 
ted  by  the  church  of  Rome,  have  in  many  refpects  been 
far  beyond  any  of  the  Heathen  perfecutions  which 
were  before  Condantine  the  Great,  and  beyond  all  that 
ever  were  before.  So  that  Antichrid  has  proved  the 
greated  and  crueled  enemy  to  the  church  of  Chrid  that 
ever  was  in  the  world,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  re- 
fpetds  ;  agreeable  to  the  defeription  given  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  Rev.  xvii,  6.  “  And  I  faw  the  woman  drunk - 
cC  en  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  with  the  blood 
of  the  martyrs  of  Jefus.”  And,  chap,  xviii.  24, 
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“  And  on  her  was  found  the  blood  of  prophets,  and  of 
16  faints,  and  of  all  them  that  were  {lain  upon  the 
cc  earth.” 

The  Heathen  perfecutions  had  been  very  dreadful : 
but  now  perfec-ution  by  the  church  of  Rome  was  im¬ 
proved,  and  ftudied,  and  cultivated,  as  an  art  or 
fcience.  Such  ways  of  afihCling  and  tormenting  were 
found  out,  as  are  beyond  the  thought  and  invention  of 
ordinary  men,  or  men  who  are  unftudied  in  thofe 
things,  and  beyond  the  invention  of  all  former  ages. 
And  that  perfecution  might  be  managed  the  more  ef¬ 
fectually,  there  were  certain  focieties  of  men  eftablifhed 
i^  various  parts  of  the  Popifh  dominions,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  fhould  be  to  fludy,  and  improve,  and  pra&ife 
perfecution  in  its  higheft  perfection,  which  are  thofe 
focieties  called  the  courts  of  inquifition.  A  reading  of  the 
particular  hiftories  of  the  Romiih  perfecution,  and  their 
courts  of  inquifition,  will  give  that  idea  which  a  tew 
words  cannot  exprefs. 

When  the  Reformation  began,  the  bead:  with  feven 
heads  and  ten  horns  began  to  rage  in  a  dreadful  man¬ 
ner.  After  the  Reformation,  the  church  of  Rome  re¬ 
newed  its  perfecution  of  the  poor  Waldenfes,  and  great 
multitudes  of  them  were  cruelly  tortured  and  put  to 
death.  Soon  after  the  Reformation,  there  were  terrible 
perfecutions  in  various  parts  of  Germany  ;  and  efpecially 
in  Bohemia,  which  lafted  for  thirty  years  together ;  in 
which  fo  much  blood  was  fhed  for  the  fake  of  religion, 
that  a  certain  writer  compares  it  to  the  plenty  of  waters 
of  the  great  rivers  of  Germany.  The  countries  of  Po¬ 
land,  Lithuania,  and  Hungary,  were  in  like  manner 
deluged  with  Proteftant  blood. 

By  means  of  thefe  and  other  cruel  perfecutions,  the 
Protefiant  religion  was  in  a  great  meafure  fupprelfed  in 
Bohemia,  and  the  Palatinate,  and  Hungary,  which  be¬ 
fore  were  as  it  were  Proteftant  countries.  Thus  was 
fulfilled  what  was  foi'etold  of  the  little  horn,  Dan. 
vii.  20.  21.  “  and  of  the  ten  horns  that  were  in  his 
i(  head,  and  of  the  other  which  came  up,  and  before 
<c  whom  three  fell,  even  of  that  horn  that  had  eyes, 
*c  and  a  mouth  that  fpakc  very  great  things,  whofe 
<c  look  was  more  Rout  than  his  fellows.  I  beheld,  and 
“  the  fame  horn  made  war  with  the  faints,  and  prevail - 
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a  ed  againfl  them.”  And  what  was  foretold  of  the 
bead:  having  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  Rev.  xiii.  7. 
<c  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make  war  with  the 

faints,  and  to  overcome  them:  and  power  was  given 
sc  him  over  all  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations.” 

Alfo  Holland  and  the  other  Low  Countries  were  for 
many  years  a  fcene  of  nothing  but  the  moft  affecting 
and  amazing  cruelties,  being  deluged  with  the  blood  of 
Proteftants,  under  the  mercilefs  hands  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  to  whom  they  were  then  in  fubjeflion.  But  in 
this  perfecution,  the  devil  in  a  great  meafure  failed  of 
his  purpofe  $  as  it  ilTued  in  a  great  part  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  calling  off  the  Spanilh  yoke,  and  fetting  up  a 
wealthy  and  powerful  Protelfant  Hate,  to  the  great  de* 
fence  of  the  Protellant  caufe  ever  lince. 

France  alfo  is  another  country,  which,  fince  the  Re¬ 
formation,  in  fome  refpefts,  perhaps  more  than  any  o- 
ther,  has  been  a  fcene  of  dreadful  cruelties  fufiered  by 
the  Proteftants  there.  After  many  cruelties  had  been 
exercifed  towards  the  Proteftants  in  that  kingdom, 
there  was  begun  a  perfecution  of  them  in  the  year  1571, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  King  of  France.  It  began 
with  a  cruel  mafiacre,  wherein  70,000  Proteftants  were 
Bain  in  a  few  days  time,  as  the  King  boafted  :  and  in 
all  this  perfecution,  he  flew,  as  is  fuppofed,  300,000 
martyrs.  And  it  is  reckoned,  that  about  this  time, 
within  thirty  years,  there  were  martyred  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  for  the  Protellant  religion,  39  princes,  148 
counts,  234  barons,  147,518  gentlemen,  and  760,000 
of  the  common  people. 

But  all  thefe  perfections  were,  for  exquilite  cruel¬ 
ty,  far  exceeded  by  thofe  which  followed  in  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XIV,  which  indeed  are  fuppofed  to  exceed  all 
others  that  ever  have  been  ;  and  being  long  continued,  by 
reafon  of  the  long  reign  ©f  that  king,  almoft  wholly 
extirpated  the  Protellant  religion  out  of  that  kingdom, 
where  had  been  before  a  multitude  of  famous  Protellant 
churches  all  over  the  kingdom.  Thup  it  was  given  to 
the  beaft  to  make  war  with  the  faints,  and  to  overcome 
them. 

There  was  alfo  a  terrible  perfecution  in  England  in 
Queen  Mary’s  time,  wherein  great  numbers  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  were  burnt  alive.  And  after  this, 
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though  the  Proteftant  religion  has  been  for  the  moft 
part  eftablifhed  by  law  in  England,  yet  there  have  been 
very  fevere  perfections  by  the  high-church  men,  who 
fymbolize  in  many  things  with  the  Papifts.  Such  a  per¬ 
fection  was  that  which  occafioned  our  forefathers  to  flee 
from  their  native  country,  and  to  come  and  fettle  in  this 
land,  which  was  then  an  hideous  hording  wildernefs* 
And  thefe  perfections  were  continued  with  little  inter- 
miffion  till  Kang  William  came  to  the  throne* 

Scotland  has  alfo  been  the  fcene,  for  many  years  to¬ 
gether,  of  cruelties  and  blood  by  the  hands  of  high- 
churchmen,  luch  as  came  very  little  fhort  of  the  Po- 
pifh  perfection  in  Queen  Mary’s  days,  and  in  many 
things  much  exceeded  it,  which  continued  till  they  were 
delivered  by  King  William. 

Ireland  alfo  has  been  as  it  were  overwhelmed  with 
Proteftant  blood.  In  the  days  of  King  Charles  I.  of 
England,  above  200,000  Proteftants  were  cruelly  mur¬ 
dered  in  that  kingdom  in  a  few  days  *,  the  Papifts,  by  a 
fecret  agreement,  riling  all  over  the  kingdom  at  an  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  intending  to  kill  every  Proteftant  in  the 
kingdom  at  once. 

Befldes  thefe,  there  have  been  very  cruel  perfecutions 
in  Italy,  and  Spain,  and  other  places,  which  I  lhall  not 
ftand  to  relate. 

Thus  did  the  devil,  and  his  great  minifter  Antichrift, 

'  rage  with  fuch  violence  and  cruelty  againft  the  church 
of  Chrift!  and  thus  did  the  whore  of  Babylon  make 
herfelf  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  faints  and  martyrs 
of  Jefus  !  and  thus,  by  thefe  perfecutions,  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  church  has  been  much  diminifhed  !  Yet  with  all 
have  they  not  been  able  to  prevail  ^  but  ftill  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  church  is  upheld,  and  Chrift  fulfils  his  promife, 
that  Ce  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  his 
“  church.” 

(5)  The  laft  kind  of  oppofition  that  Satan  has  made 
to  the  Reformation  is  by  corrupt  opinions.  Satan  has 
oppofed  the  light  of  the  gofpel  which  fhone  forth  in 
the  Reformation  with  many  corrupt  opinions,  which 
he  has  brought  in  and  propagated  in  the  world. 

And  here,  in  the  -firft  place,  the  firft  oppofition  of 
this  kind  was  by  railing  up  the  fe<ft  of  the  Anabaptifts, 
which  began  about  four  or  five  years  after  the  llefor- 
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mation  itfelf  began.  This  fe£l,  as  it  firffc  appeared  in 
Germany,  were  vaftly  more  extravagant  than  the  pre- 
fent  Anabaptifts  are  in  England.  They  held  a  great 
many  exceeding  corrupt  opinions.  One  tenet  of  theirs 
was,  That  there  ought  to  be  no  civil  authority,  and  fo 
that  it  was  lawful  to  rebel  againfl  civil  authority.  And 
on  this  principle,  they  refufed  to  fubmit  to  magiflrates, 
01  any  human  laws  ;  and  gathered  together  in  vaft  ar¬ 
mies,  to  defend  themfelves  againd:  their  civil  rulers,  and 
put  all  Germany  into  an  uproar,  and  fo  kept  it  for 
fome  time. 

The  next  opposition  of  this  kind  to  the  Reformation 
was  that  which  was  made  by  enthufiafls.  Thofe  are 
called  enthuliafts  who  falfely  pretend  to  be  infpired  by 
the  Holy  Ghofl  as  the  prophets  were.  Thefe  began  in 
Germany  about  ten  years  after  Luther  began  the  Refor¬ 
mation  ;  and  there  arofe  various  feeds  of  them  who 
were  exceeding  wild  and  extravagant.  The  followers 
of  thefe  are  the  Quakers  in  England,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Britifh  dominions. 

The  next  to  thefe  were  the  Socinians,  who  had  their 
beginning  chiefly  in  Poland,  by  the  teaching  of  two 
men  \  the  name  of  the  one  was  LcAius  Socinus ,  of  the 
other,  Faujius  Socinus .  They  held,  that  Chrift  was  a 
mere  man,  and  denied  ChrilPs  latisfadlion,  and  mod:  of 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 
Their  herefy  has  fince  been  greatly  propagated  among 
Proteftants  in  Poland,  Germany,  Holland,  England, 
and  other  places. 

After  thefe  arofe  the  Arminians.  Thefe  firft  ap¬ 
peared  in  Holland  about  13P  years  ago.  They  take 
their  name  from  a  Dutchman,  whole  name  was  Jacobus 
Van  Harmin>  which,  turned  into  Latin,  is  called  Jaco¬ 
bus  Arminius ;  and  from  his  name  the  whole  feci  are 
called  Arminians .  This  Jacobus  Arminius  was  firfta  mi¬ 
nister  at  Amsterdam,  and  then  a  profedor  of  divinity  in 
the  univeriity  of  Leyden.  Lie  had  many  followers  in. 
Holland.  There  was  upon  this  a  fynod  of  all  the  Re¬ 
formed  churches  called  together,  who  met  at  Dort  in 
Holland.  The  fynod  of  Dort  condemned  them ;  but 
yet  they  fpread  and  prevailed.  They  began  to  prevail 
in  England  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  efpecially  in  the 
church  of  England.  The  church-of-England  divines 
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before  that  were  almoft  univerfally  Calvinifts  :  but  fince 
that,  Arminianifm  has  gradually  more  and  more  pre¬ 
vailed,  till  they  are  become  almoft  univerfally  Armi- 
nians.  And  not  only  fo,  but  Arminianifm  has  greatly 
prevailed  among  the  DifTenters,  and  has  lpread  greatly 
in  New  England,  as  well  as  Old. 

Since  this,  Arianilin  has  been  revived.  As  I  told 
you  before,  Arianifm,  a  little  after  Conftantine’s  time, 
almoft  fwallowed  up  the  Chriftian  world,  like  a  flood 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  ferpent  which  threatened  to 
fwallow  up  the  woman.  And  of  late  years,  this  herefy 
has  been  revived  in  England,  and  greatly  prevails  there, 
both  in  the  church  of  England,  and  among  DifTenters. 
Thefe  hold,  that  Chrift  is  but  a  mere  creature,  though 
they  grant  that  he  is  the  greateft  of  all  creatures. 

Again,  another  thing  which  has  of  late  exceedingly 
prevailed  among  Proteftants,  and  efpeciaily  in  England, 
is  Deilm.  The  Deifts  wholly  caft  off  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion,  and  are  profefled  infidels.  They  are  not  like 
the  heretics,  Arians,  Socinians,  and  others,  who  own 
the  fcriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  hold  the 
Chriftian  religion  to  be  the  true  religion,  but  only  deny 
thefe  and  thefe  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  :  they  deny  the  whole  Chriftian  religion.  In¬ 
deed  they  own  the  being  of  God  ;  but  deny  that  Chrift 
was  the  l'on  of  God,  and  fay  he  was  a  mere  cheat  ;  and 
fo  they  fay  all  the  prophets  and  apoftles  were  :  and  they 
deny  the  whole  fcripture.  They  deny  that  any  of  it  is 
the  word  of  God.  They  deny  any  revealed  religion, 
or  any  word  of  God  at  all ;  and  fay,  that  God  has  gi¬ 
ven  mankind  no  other  light  to  walk  by  but  their  own 
reafon.  Thefe  fentiments  and  opinions  our  nation, 
which  is  the  principal  nation  of  the  Reformation,  is 
very  much  over-run  with,  and  they  prevail  more  and 
more. 

Thus  much  concerning  the  opposition  that  Satan  has 
made  againft  the  Reformation. 

3.  I  proceed  now  to  fhow  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel  has 
more  lately  had,  or  what  fuccefs  it  has  had  in  thefe 
later  times  of  the  Reformed  church.  This  fuccefs  may 
be  reduced  to  thefe  three  heads:  1.  Reformation  in 
dodlrine  and  woriliip  in  countries  called  Chriftian;  2. 
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Propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen  ;  3.  Re¬ 
vival  of  religion  in  the  power  and  practice  of  it. 

(1)  As  to  the  firft,  viz.  reformation  in  do&rine,  the 
moil  confiderable  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  that  has  been 
of  late  of  this  kind,  has  been  in  the  empire  of  Muf- 
covy,  which  is  a  country  of  vaft  extent.  The  people 
of  this  country,  fo  many  of  them  as  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,  profefled  to  be  of  the  Greek  church  ;  but 
were  barbaroufly  ignorant,  and  very  fuperftitious,  till 
of  late  years.  Their  late  Emperor  Peter  the  Great, 
who  reigned  till  within  thefe  twenty  years,  fet  himfelf 
to  reform  the  people  of  his  dominions,  and  took  great 
pains  to  bring  them  out  of  their  darknefs,  and  to  have 
them  inftru&ed  in  religion.  And  to  that  end,  he  fet 
up  fchools  of  learning,  and  ordered  the  Bible  to  be 
printed  in  the  language  of  the  country,  and  made  a  law 
that  every  family  fhould  keep  the  holy  fcriptures  in 
their  houfes,  and  that  every  perfon  fhould  be  able  to 
read  the  fame,  and  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  allowed 
to  marry  till  they  were  able  to  read  the  fcriptures.  He 
alfo  reformed  the  churches  of  his  country  of  many  of 
their  fuperftitions,  whereby  the  religion  profefled  and 
pra&ifed  in  Mufcovy  is  much  nearer  to  that  of  the  Pro- 
tenants  than  formerly  it  ufed  to  be.  This  emperor 
gave  great  encouragement  to  the  exercife  of  the  Prote- 
flant  religion  in  his  dominions.  And  fince  that  Muf¬ 
covy  is  become  a  land  of  light,  in  comparifon  of  what 
it  was  before.  Wonderful  alterations  have  been  brought 
about  in  the  face  of  religion  for  the  better  within  thefe 
fifty  years  pafi. 

(2)  As  to  the  fecond  kind  of  fuccefs  which  the  go¬ 
fpel  has  lately  had,  viz.  its  propagation  among  the 
Heathen,  I  would  take  notice  of  three  things. 

[1]  The  propagation  there  has  been  of  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  the  Heathen  here  in  America.  This  American 
continent  on  which  we  live,  which  is  a  very  great  part 
of  the  world,  and,  together  with  its  neighbouring  feas 
adjoining,  takes  up  one  fide  of  the  globe,  was  wholly 
unknown  to  all  Chriftian  nations  till  thefe  latter  times. 
It  was  not  known  that  there  was  any  fuch  part  of  the 
world,  though  it  was  very  full  of  people  :  and  there¬ 
fore  here  the  devil  had  the  people  that  inhabited  this 
part  of  the  world  as  it  were  fecure  to  himfelf,  out  of 

the 


( 


Part II.  i.  the  Work  of  REDEMPTION.  295 

the  reach  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  fo  out  of  the 
way  of  moleftation  in  his  dominion  over  them.  .  And 
here  the  many  nations  of  Indians  worfhipped  him  as 
God  from  age  to  age,  while  the  gofpel  was  confined 
to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  globe.  It  is  a  thing  which, 
if  I  remember  right,  I  have  fome  where  lit  of,  as  pro¬ 
bably  fuppofed  from  fome  remaining  accounts  of 
things,  that  the  occafion  of  the  firft  peopling  America 
was  this,  that  the  devil  being  alarmed  and  furprifed 
by  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  which  there 
was  the  firft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift,  and  by 
the  downfal  of  the  Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Con- 
ftantine  *,  and  feeing  the  gofpel  fpread  fo  fail,  and  fear* 
ing  that  his  Heathenifh  kingdom  would  be  wholly  over¬ 
thrown  through  the  world,  led  away  a  people  from  the 
other  continent  into  America,  that  they  might  be  quite 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  gofpel,  that  here  he  might 
quietly  poftefs  them,  and  reign  over  them  as  their  god. 
It  is  what  many  writers  give  an  account  of,  that  lome 
of  the  nations  of  Indians,  when  the  Europeans  firft 
came  into  America,  had  a  tradition  among  them,  that 
their  god  firft  led  them  into  this  continent,  and  went 
before  them  in  an  ark. 

Whether  this  was  fo  or  not,  yet  it  is  certain  that  the 
devil  did  here  quietly  enjoy  his  dominion  over  the  poor 
nations  of  Indians  for  many  ages.  But  in  later  times 
God  has  fent  the  gofpel  into  thefe  parts  of  the  world, 
and  now  the  Chriftian  church  is  fet  up  here  in  New 
England,  and  in  other  parts  of  America,  where  before 
had  been  nothing  but  the  grofteft  Heathenifh  darknefs. 
Great  part  of  America  is  now  full  of  Bibles,  and  full 
of  at  leaft  the  form  of  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God 
and  Jefus  Chrift,  where  the  name  of  Chrift  before  had 
not  been  heard  of  for  many  ages,  if  at  all.  And  tho? 
there  has  been  but  a  fmall  propagation  of  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  the  Heathen  here,  in  comparifon  of  what  were  to 
be  wifhed  for  ;  yet  there  has  been  fomething  worthy  to 
be  taken  notice  of.  There  was  fomething  remarkable 
in  the  firft  times  of  New  England,  and  fomething  re¬ 
markable  has  appeared  of  late  here,  and  in  other  parts 
of  America  among  many  Indians,  of  an  inclination  to 
be  inftru<fted  in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

And  however  fmall  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  a- 
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mong  the  Heathen  here  in  America  has  been  hitherto, 
vet  I  think  we  may  well  look  upon  the  difcovery  of  fo* 
great  a  part  of  the  world  as  America,  and  bringing  the 
gofpel  into  it,  as  one  thing  by  which  divine  providence 
is  preparing  the  way  for  the  future  glorious  times  of 
the  church  ;  when  Satan’s  kingdom  fhall  be  overthrown, 
not  only  throughout  the  Roman  empire,  but  through¬ 
out  the  whole  habitable  globe,  on  every  fide,  and  on  all 
its  continents.  When  thofe  times  come,  then  doubtlefs 
the  gofpel,  which  is  already  brought  over  into  Ameri¬ 
ca,  fhall  have  glorious  fuccefs,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  new-difcovered  world  fhall  become  fubjefts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  all  the  other  ends  of  the 
earth  :  and  in  all  probability  providence  has  fo  ordered 
it,  that  the  mariner’s  compafs,  which  is  an  invention  of 
later  times,  whereby  men  are  enabled  to  fail  over  the 
wideft  ocean,  when  before  they  durft  not  venture  far 
from  land  ;  fliould  prove  a  preparation  for  what  God 
intends  to  bring  to  pafs  in  the  glorious  times  of  the 
church,  viz.  the  fending  forth  the  gofpel  where-ever 
any  of  the  children  of  men  dwell,  how  far  foever  off, 
and  however  feparated  by  wide  oceans  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  world  which  are  already  Chriifianized. 

f2]  There  has  of  late  years  been  a  very  conftderable 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen  in  the 
dominions  of  Mufcovy.  I  have  already  obferved  the 
reformation  which  there  has  lately  been  among  thofe 
who  are  called  Chrijlians  there  :  but  I  now  fpeak  of  the 
Heathen.  Great  part  of  the  vaft  dominions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Mufcovy  are  grofs  Heathens.  The  greater 
part  of  Great  Tartary,  a  Heathen  country,  has  in  la¬ 
ter  times  been  brought  under  the  Mufcovite  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  there  have  been  of  late  great  numbers  of 
thofe  Heathen  who  have  renounced  their  Heathenifm, 
and  have  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion. 

f  3]  There  has  been  lately  a  very  conftderable  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Chriftian  religion  among  the  Heathen  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  ;  particularly,  many  in  a  country  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  called  Malabar ,  have  been  brought  over  to 
the  Chriftian  Proteftant  religion,  chiefly  by  the  labours 
of  certain  miffionaries  lent  thither  to  inftruct  them  by 
the  King  of  Denmark,  who  have  brought  over  many 
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Heathens  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  have  fet  up  fcliools 
among  them,  and  a  printing-prefs  to  print  Bibles  and 
other  books  for  their  inftruftion,  in  their  own  language, 
with  great  fuccefs. 

(3)  The  lad:  kind  of  fuccefs  which  there  has  lately 
been  of  the  gofpel,  which  I  {hall  take  notice  of,  is  the 
revivals  of  the  power  and  practice  of  religion  which 
have  lately  been.  And  here  I  fhall  take  notice  of  but 
two  inftances. 

[1]  There  has  not  long  fince  been  a  remarkable  re¬ 
vival  of  the  power  and  practice  of  religion  in  Saxony 
in  Germany,  through  the  endeavours  of  an  eminent 
divine  there,  whofe  name  was  Auguft  Herman  Frank , 
profeflor  of  divinity  at  Hall  in  Saxony,  who  being  a 
perfon  of  eminent  charity,  the  great  work  that  God 
wrought  by  him,  began  with  his  fetting  on  foot  a  chari¬ 
table  defign.  It  began  only  with  his  placing  an  alms- 
box  at  his  ftudy-door,  into  which  fome  poor  mites  were 
thrown,  whereby  books  were  bought  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  poor.  And  God  was  pleafed  fo  wonderful¬ 
ly  to  frnile  on  his  defign,  and  fo  to  pour  out  a  fpirit  of 
charity  on  people  there  on  that  occafion,  that  with  their 
charity  he  was  enabled  in  a  little  time  to  erecft  public 
fchools  for  the  inftru&ion  of  poor  children,  and  an  or- 
phan-houfe  for  the  fupply  and  inftru&ion  of  the  poor  ; 
fo  that  at  laft  it  came  to  that,  that  near  five  hundred 
children  were  maintained  and  in  ft  ruffed  in  learning  and 
piety  by  the  charity  of  others  and  the  number  conti¬ 
nued  to  increafe  more  and  more  for  many  years,  and 
till  the  laft  account  I  have  feen.  This  was  accompanied 
with  a  wonderful  reformation  and  revival  of  religion, 
and  a  fpirit  of  piety,  in  the  city  and  univerfity  of  i  tall ; 
and  thus  it  continued.  Which  alio  had  great  influence 
in  many  other  places  in  Germany.  Their  example 
feemed  remarkably  to  ftir  up  multitudes  to  their  imita¬ 
tion. 

[  2]  Another  thing,  which  it  would  be  ungrateful  in 
us  not  to  take  notice  of,  is  that  remarkable  pouring  out 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  which  has  been  of  late  in  this  part 
of  New  England,  of  which  we,  in  this  town,  have  had 
fuch  a  {hare.  But  it  is  needlefs  for  me  particularly  to. 
deferibe  it,  it  being  what  you  have  fo  lately  been  eye- 
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witnsfles  to,  and  I  hope  multitudes  of  you  fenilble  of 
the  benefit  of. 

Thus  I  have  mentioned  the  more  remarkable  in- 
ftances  of  the  fuccefs  which  the  gofpel  has  lately  had  in 
the  world. 

4.  I  proceed  now  to  the  la  ft  thing  that  was  propofed 
to  be  confide  red  relating  to  the  fuccefs  of  C-h  rift’s  re¬ 
demption  during  this  fpace,  viz.  what  the  ftate  of  things 
is  now  in  the  world  with  regard  to  the  church  of  Thrift, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  Thrift's  purchafe.  And  this  I  would 
do,  by  (Lowing  how  things  are  now  compared  with  the 
firft:  times  of  the  Reformation.  And,  1.  I  would  lhow 
wherein  the  ftate  of  things  is  altered  for  the  worfe; 
and,  2.  How  it  is  altered  for  the  better. 

(1)  I  would  fit ow  wherein  the  date  of  things  is  al¬ 
tered  from  what  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  for  the  worfe  ,  and  it  is  fo  efpecially  in  thefe  three 
refpecls. 

[rj  The  reformed  church  is  much  cli  mini  died.  The 
Reformation  in  the  former  times  of  it,  as  was  obferveci 
before,  was  fuppofed  to  take  place  through  one  half  of 
Chridendorn,  excepting  the  Greek  church  ;  or  that 
there  were  as  many  Protedants  as  Rapids.  But  now  it 
is  not  fo  ,  die  Protedant  church  is  much  diminiftied. 
Heretofore  there  have  been  multitudes  of  Protedants  in 
Trance  ;  many  famous  Protedant  churches  were  all  o- 
ver  that  country,  who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  fynods, 
and  maintain  a  very  regular  clifcipline  ;  and  great  part 
of  that  kingdom  were  Proteliants.  The  Protedant 
church  of  France  was  a  great  part  of  the  glory  of  the 
Reformation.  But  now  it  is  far  otherwife  :  this  church 
is  all  broken  to  pieces  and  Scattered.  The  Protedant 
religion  is  almod  wholly  rooted  out  of  that  kingdom 
by  the  cruel  pcrfecutions  which  have  been  there,  and 
and  there  are  now  but  very  few  Protedant  afiemblies  in 
aft  that  kingdom.  The  Protedant  intered  is  aifo  great- 
ly  diminiihed  in  Germany.  There  were  feverai  fove- 
reign  princes  there  formerly  who  were  Protedants, 
wbofe  li’cceflors  are  now  Papifts  ;  as,  particularly,  the 
Elector  Palatine,  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony.  The  king¬ 
dom  ot  Bohemia  was  formerly  a  Protedant  kingdom, 
but  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Papifts  :  and  fo  Hun¬ 
gary  .was  formerly  a  Protedant  country  ;  but  the  Pro¬ 
tedants 
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tenants  there  have  been  greatly  reduced,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  fubdued,  by  the  perlecutions  that  have  been 
there.  And  the  Pi4otefiant  intereft  has  no  way  re- 
markably  gained  ground  of  late  of  the  church  of 

[2]  Another  thing  wherein  the  hate  of  things  is  al¬ 
tered  for  the  worfe  from  what  was  in  the  former  times, 
of  the  Reformation,  is  the  prevailing  of  iicentiouinels 
in  principles  and  opinions.  ihere  is  not  now  tnat  \  pi  - 
rit  of  orthodoxy  which  there  was  then  :  there  is  very 
little  appearance  of  zeal  for  the  myfcerious  and  i  pi  ritual 
doctrines  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  they  never  were  lo  Ri¬ 
diculed,  and  had  in  contempt,  as  they  are  in  the  prelent- 
age  ;  and  efpecially  in  England,  the  principal  kingdom 
of  the  Reformation.  In  this  kingdom,  thole  principles* 
on  which  the  power  of  godlinefs  depends,  are  in  a  great 
ineafure  exploded,  and  Arianilm,  and  Socinianifm,  and 
Arminiamfm,  and  Deilm,  are  the  things  which  prevail, 
and  carry  almo'f  all  before  them.  And  particularly  hi- 
ftory  gives  no  account  of  any  age  wherein  there  was  10 
great  an  apoftafy  of  thofe  who  had  been  brought  up 
under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  to  infidelity  j  never  was 
there  inch  a  calling  oft  of  the  Chrillian  and  all  revealed, 
religion  ;  never  any  age  wherein  was  lo  much  lcofiing  at 
and"  ridiculing  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  by  thofe  who  have 
been  brought  up  under  gofpel-light,  nor  any  thing  like 
it,  as  there  is  at  this  day. 

[gj  Another  thing  wherein  things  are  altered  for 
the  worle,  is,  that  there  is  much  lcis  of  the  prevalency 
of  the  power  of  godlinefs,  than  there  was  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Reformation  i  here  was  a  glorious  out¬ 
pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  accompanied  the  firft 
Reformation,  not  only  to  convert  multitudes  in  lb  fhort 
a  time  from  Popery  to  the  true  religion,  but  to  turn 
many  to  God  and  true  godlinefs.  Religion  glorioufly 
flourilhed  in  one  country  and  another,  as  mo  ft  remark¬ 
ably  appeared  in  thofe  times  of  terrible  perfecution, 
which  have  already  been  fpoken  of.  But  now  there  is  an 
exceeding  great  decay  of  vital  piety  ;  yea*  it  feenrs  to 
be  defpiied,  called  entbujiafm }  whimfyy  and  fanaticijm « 
Thofe  who  are  truly  religious,  are  commonly  looked 
upon  to  be  crack-brained,  and  belide  their  right  mind \ 
and  vice  and  profanenels  dreadfully  prevail,  like  ti 
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flood  which  threatens  to  bear  down  all  before  it _ . 

But  I  proceed  now  to  fhow, 

(2)  what  refpecfl  things  are  altered  for  the  better 
rioni  what  they  were  in  the  fir  ft  Reformation. 

.  CO  power  and  influence  of  the  Pope  is  much 

diimmihed.  Although,  fince  the  former  times  of  the 
Reformation,  he  has  gained  ground  in  extent  of  domi¬ 
nion  ;  yet  he  has  loft  in  degree  of  influence.  The  viai 
which  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  was  poured 
out  on  the  throne  of  the  beaft,  to  the  great  diminiih- 
ing  of  his  power  and  authority  in  the  world,  has  con¬ 
tinued  running  ever  fince.  The  Pope,  foon  after  the 
Reformation,  became  lefs  regarded  by  the  princes  of 
Liu  ope  than  he  had  been  before  ;  and  fo  he  has  been 
hncc.  left  and  lefs.  Many  of  the  Popifh  princes  them- 
feives  feem  now  to  regard  him  very  little  more  than  they 
think  wilt  ferve  their  own  deligns  \  of  which  there  have 
been  several  remarkable  proofs  and  inflances  of  late. 

L2J  ihere  is  far  leis  perfeeution  now  than  there  was 
in  the  flrft  times  of  the  Reformation.  You  have  heard 
already  how  dreadfully  pdrfecution  raged  in  the  former 
times  of  the  Reformation  ;  and  there  is  fomething  of  it 
flill.  Some  parts  of  the  Proteftant  church  are  at  this 
day  under  perfeeution,  and  fo  probably  will  be  till  the 
day  of  the  church  s  itiftering  and  travail  is  at  an  end, 
which  will  not  be  till  the  fall  of  Antichrift.  But  it  is 
now  in  no  meafure  as  it  was  heretofore.  There  does 
not  feem  to  be  tne  fame  ipirit  of  perfeeution  prevailing  ; 
it  is  become  more  out  of  fafhion  even  among  the  Po- 
piih  princes.  1  he  wickednefs  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift, 
and  the  oppofttion  again  ft  his  caufe,  leem  to  run  in 
another  channel.  The  humour  now  is,  to  defpife  and 
Hugh  at  all  religion  ;  and  there  feems  to  be  a  fpirit  of 
indifterency  about  it.  However,  fo  far  the  Rate  of 
things  is  better  than  it  has  been,  that  there  is  io  much 
lefs  of  perfeeution. 

[3]  There  is  a  great  increafe  of  learning.  In  the 

dark  times  of  Popery  before  the  Reformation,  learning 
was  fo  far  decayed,  that  the  world  leemed  to  be  over¬ 
run  with  barbarous  ignorance.  Their  very  priefts  were 
many  of  them  grofsly  ignorant.  Learning  began  to  re¬ 
vive  with  the  Reformation,  which  was  owing  very 
much  to  1  he  art  of  printing,  which  was  invented  a  little 
:  before 
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before  the  Reformation  ;  and  iince  that,  learning  lias 
increafed  more  and  more,  and  at  this  day  is  undouote 
lyraifed  to  vartly  a  greater  height  than  ever  it  was  be¬ 
fore  :  and  though  no  good  ule  is  made  oi  it  by  tne 
greater  part  of  learned  men,  yet  the  increafe  o.  learn- 
ingin  itfelfis  a  thing  to  be  rejoiced  in,  becaule  it  is  a 
good,  and,  if  duly  applied,  an  excellent  handmaid  to 
divinity,  and  is  a  talent  which,  if  God  gives  men  an 
heart,  "affords  them  a  great  advantage  to  do  great  things 
for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl,  and  the 
good'of  the  fouls  of  men.  That  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  fhould  greatly  increale  before  the  glorious  time.', 
feerns  to  be  foretold,  Dan.xii.  4.  i(  But  thou,  O  Dam^  , 

«  (hut  up  the  words,  and  leal  the  book,  even  to  the 
<<  time  of  the  end  :  many  fhall  run  to  and  fro,  and 
<<  knowledge  lhall  be  increafed.”  And  however  little  now 
learning  is  applied  to  the  advancement  of  religion  ;  yet 
we  may  hope  that  the  days  are  approaching  wherein 
God  will  make  great  ule  ol  it  for  the  advancement  oi 
the  kingdom  or  Clnift. 

God  "in  his  providence  now  feerns  to  be  a&ing  over  a- 
gain  the  fame  part  which  he  did  a  little  belore  Chi  ifc 
came.  l  ire  age  wherein  Chrih  came  into  tne  woiid,- 
was  an  age  wherein  learning  greatly  prevailed,  and  was 
at  a  greater  height  than  ever  it  had  been  before  ;  and 
yet  wickednefs  "never  prevailed  more  than  then.  ^  God 
was  pleafed  to  fuller  human  learning  to  come  to  iucir  a 
height  before  he  fent  forth  the  goipel  into  the  wo.e., 
that  the  world  might  fee  the  infufficiency  of  all  their 
own  wifdom  for  the  obtaining  the  knowledge  of  God, 
without  the  gofpel  of  Chriif,  and  the  teachings  of  his 
Spirit  :  and  then,  after  that,  in  the  wifdom  ot  God,  the 
world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God,  by  the 
foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe.  And 
when  the  gofpel  came  to  prevail  fir  ft  without  the  help 
of  man’s  wifdom,  then  God  was  plealed  to  make  ule  or 
learning  as  an  nandfnaid.  So  now  learning  is  at  a 
great  height  at  this  day  in  the  world,  far  beyond  what 
it  was  in  the  age  when  C  hr  ill  appeared  *,  anti  now  the 
world,  by  their  learning  and  wifdom,  do  not  know 
God  ;  and  they  feem  to  wander  in  darknefs,  are  mife- 
rably  deluded,  humble  and  fail  in  matters  of  religion, 

as  in  midnight-darkneis.  r\  rutting  to  their  learning, 

they 
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they  grope  in  the  day-time  as  in  the  night.  Learned 
men  are  exceedingly  divided  in  their  opinions  concern¬ 
ing  the  matters  of  religion,  run  into  all  manner  of  cor¬ 
rupt  opinions,  and  pernicious  and  fooliih  errors.  They 
icom  to  mbrnit  their  realon  to  divine  revelation,  to  be¬ 
lieve  any  thing  that  is  above  their  comprehenfion  ;  and 
10  being  wile  in  their  own  eyes,  they  become  fools,'  and 
even  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  turn  the  truth  of 

God  into  »a  lie,  and  their  fooliih  hearts  are  darkened, 
oee  hom.  i.  21.  &c. 

j  'Ut  yet,  when  God  has  fufficiently  fhown  men  the  in- 
fulllcit  ncy  or  human  wiidom  and  learning  for  the  pur¬ 
ports  of  religion,  and  when  the  appointed  time  comes 
for  that  glorious  outpouring  of  *  the  Spirit  of  God, 
when  he  will  himfelf  by  his  own  immediate  influence 
enlighten  mens  minds  ;  then  may  we  hope  that  God 
will  make  ufe  of  the  great  mcreafe  of  learning  as  an 
handmaid  to  religion,  as  a  means  of  the  glorious  ad— 
van  cement  of  the  kingdom  of  his  Son.  Then  fhall  hu¬ 
man  learning  be  iubiervient  to  the  underflanding  of  the 
iciiptuies,  and  to  a  clear  explanation  and  a  glorious  de¬ 
fence  of  the  do&rines  of  Chriftianity.  And  there  is 
iiv/  oouot  1.0  bw  111  ad l  of  it,  that  God  in  his  providence 
has  of  late  given  the  world  the  art  of  printing,  and 
inch  a  great  increafe  of  learning,  to  prepare  for  what 
lie  dciigns  to  accomplifh  for  his  church  in  the  approach¬ 
ing  days  of  its  prosperity.  And  thus  the  wealth  of  the 
wicked  is  laid  up  for  the  juil,  agreeable  to  Prov.xiii.  22. 

Having  now  fhown  how  the  work  of  redemption 
lias  been  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  pre- 
iein  time,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  I  would  make 
feme  Application. 

1.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  great  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chrhiian  religion,  and  that 
the  fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God.  i  here  are  three 
arguments  of  this,  which  I  ihall  take  notice  of,  which 
may  be  drawn  from  wliat  has  been  faid. 

.  (J)  P  may  be  argued  from  that  violent  and  invete¬ 
rate  oppolition  there  has  always  appeared  of  the  wick- 
edneis  of  the  world  again**  this  religion.  The  religion 
tliat^  the  church  of  God  has  profedpd  from  the  fir  ft 
founding  of  the  church  after  the  fall  to  this  time,  has 

always. 
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always  been  the  fame.  Though  the  difpenfations  have 
been  altered,  yet  the  religion  which  the  church  has 
profelled  fas  always,  as  to  its  effentials,  been  the  lame. 
The  church  of  God,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  one 
fociety.  The  Chriftian  church  which  has  been  fince 
Chrift’s  afcenflon,  is  manifeftly  the  fame  fociety  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  church,  that  was  before  Ohrid  came. 
The  Chriftian  church  is  grafted  on  their  root  :  they  are 
built  on  the  fame  foundation.  The  revelation  on  which 
both 'have  depended,  is  effentiaily  the  fame  :  lor  as  the 
Chriftian  church  is  built  on  the  holy  fcriptures,  fo  was 
the  Jewifti  church,  though  now  the  fcriptures  be  en¬ 
larged  by  the  addition  of  the  New  Pel  lament  \  but  hill 
it  is  effentiaily  the  fame  revelation  with  that  which  was 
given  in  the  Old  Teftament,  only  the  fubjccts  of  di\inc 
revelation  are  now  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  New 
Teflament  than  they  were  in  the  Old.  But  the  fum 
and  fubftance  of  both  the  Old  Teftament  and  New,  is 
Chrift  and  his  redemption.  The  religion  of  the  church 
of  Ifrael,  was  effentiaily  the  fame  religion  with  that  of 
the  Chriftian  church,  as  evidently  appears  from  what 
has  been  faid.  The  ground-work  of  the  religion  of  the 
church  of  God,  both  before  and  fince  Chrift  has  ap¬ 
peared,  is  the  fame  great  fcheme  of  redemption  by  the 
Son  of  God  ;  and  fo  the  church  that  was  before  the 
Ifraelitilh  church,  was  ftill  the  fame  fociety,  and  it  was 
effentiaily  the  fame  religion  that  was  profelled  and  prac- 
tifed  in  it.  Thus  it  was  from  Noah  to  Abraham,  and 
•  thus  it  was  before  the  flood.  And  this  fociety  of  men 
that  is  called  the  church ,  has  always  been  built  on  the 
foundation  of  thofe  revelations  which  we  have  in  the 
fcriptures,  which  have  always  been  effentiaily  the  fame, 
though  gradually  increaflng.  The  church  before  the 
flood,  was  built  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  revelations 
of  Chrilt  which  were  given  to  Adam,  and  Abel,  and 
Enoch,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  the  former 
chapters  of  Genefts,  and  others  of  the  like  import.  The 
church  after  the  flood,  was  built  on  the  foundation  of 
the  revelations  made  to  Noah  and  Abraham,  to  Mel- 
chifedek,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  Jofeph,  Job,  and  other 
holy  men  of  whom  we  have  an  account  in  the  fcrip¬ 
tures,  or  other  revelations  that  were  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  And  after  this  the  church  depended  on  the 

fcriptures 
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fcriptures  themfelves  as  they  gradually  increafed ;  fo 
that  the.  church  of  God  has  always  been  built  on  'the 
foundation  of  divine  revelation,  and  always  on  thofe 
revelations  that  were  eflentially  the  fame,  and  which  are 
fummarily  comprehended  in  the  Holy  fcriptures,  and  e- 

ver  huce  about  Mofcs’s  time  have  been  built  on  the 
fcriptures  themfelves. 

So  that  the  oppofmon  which  has  been  made  to  the 
chtu  eh  oF  God  in  all  ages,  has  always  been  again  ft  the 
fame  religion,  and  the  fame  revelation.  Now  therefore 
tm.  ^violent  and  perpetual  oppofition  that  has  ever  been 
made  by  the  corruption  and  wickednels  of  mankind  a- 
gainft  this  church,  is  a  ftrong  argument  of  the  truth  of 
tnis  religion,  and  tins  revelation,  upon  which  this  church 
has  always  been  built.  Contraries  are  well  argued  one 
from  another.  We  may  well  and  fafely  argue,  that  a 
thing  is  good,  according  to  the  degree  of  oppofition  in 
which  it  ft  and  s  to  evil,  or  the  degree  in  which  evil  oo- 
poies  it,  and  is  an  enemy  to  it.  We  may  well  argue, 
that  a  thing  is  light,  by  the  great  enmity  which  darknefs 
has  to  it.  Now  it  is  evident  by  the  things  which  you 
have  heard  concerning  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  that 

■r  gion  of  Jefus  Chrift  which  it  has  profelled,  that 
the  wickednels  of  the  world  has  had  a  perpetual  ha- 

rtred  iO  it,  and  has  made  moft  violent  oppofition  apainft 
it*  ° 

That  the  church  of  God  has  always  met  with  great 
oppofition  in  the  world,  none  can  deny.  This  is  plain 
by  profane  hiftory  as  far  as  that  reaches  ;  and  before 
that,  divine  hiftory  gives  us  the  fame  account.  The 
church  of  God,  and  its  religion  and  worfhip,  began  to 
be  op  poled  in  Cain  s  and  Abel’s  time,  and  was  fo  when 
the  earth  was  f  iled  with  violence  in  Noah’s  time.  And 
arter  this,  how  was  the  church  oppofed  in  Egypt  1  and 
flow  was  the  church  of  Ilrael  always  hated  by  the  na¬ 
tions  round  about,  agreeable  to  that  in  Jer.  xii,  9. 
“  Mine  heritage  is  unto  me  as  a  fpeckled  bird,  the 
“  birds  round  about  are  againft  herd’  And  after  the 
Lahylonifh  captivity,  how  was  this  church  perfecuted 
by  Antiochus  Epiphanes  and  others  i  and  hoAv  was 
Cnrift  perlecuted  when  he  was  on  earth  !  and  how  were 
the  apoftlcs  and  other  Chriftians  perfecuted  by  the 
Jews,  before  the  deftruclion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ! 
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mans !  How  violent  were  that  people  againft  the  church ! 
and  how  dreadful  was  the  oppofition  of  the  Heathen 
world  againft  the  Chriftian  church  alter  this  bcfoie 
Conftantine  !  How  great  was  their  fpite  againft  the  true 
religion  !  And  llnce  that,  how  yet  11101  e  violent,  and 
fpiteful,  and  cruel,  has  been  the  oppofition  of  Anti- 
thrift  againft  the  church  ! 

There  is  no  other  luch  inftance  of  oppofition.  Hi- 
ftory  gives  no  account  of  any  other  body  of  men  that 
have  been  fo  hated,  and  fo  malicioufly  and.  infatiably 
purfued  and  perfecuted,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  No 
ther  religion  ever  was  fo  maligned  age  after  age.  The 
nations  of  other  profeftions  have  enjoyed  their  religions 
in  peace  and  quietnefs,  however  they  have  difteiect  fioni 
their  neighbours.  One  nation  has  worfhipped  one  fort  of 
gods,  and  others  another,  without  molefting  or  difturb- 
ing  one  another  about  it.  All  the  fpite  and  oppofition  has 
been  againft  this  religion,  which  the  church  of  Chrift  has 
profefted.  All  other  religions  have  feemed  to  i how  an 
implacable  enmity  to  this  ;  and  men  have  feemed  to  have, 
from  one  age  to  another,  lucli  a  ipite  againft  it,  that 
they  have  feemed  as  though  they  could  never  fatisfy 
their  cruelty.  They  put  their  inventions  upon  the  rack 
to  find  out  torments  that  fhould  be  cruel  enough  5  and 
vet,  after  all,  never  feemed  to  be  fatisfied.  Their  thirft 
has  never  been  fatisfied  with  blood. 

So  that  this  is  out  of  doubt,  that  this  religion,  and 
thefe  fcriptures,  have  always  been  malignantly  oppofed 
in  the  world.  The  only  queftion  that  remains  is,  What 
it  is  that  has  made  this  oppofition  ?  whether  or  not  it 
has  been  good  or  bad  ?  whether  it  be  the  wickednels 
and  corruption  of  the  world,  or  not,  that  has  done 
this  ?  But  of  this  there  can  be  no  greater  doubt  than, 
the  of  the  other,  if  we  confider  how  caulelefs  this 
cruelty  has  always  been,  who  the  oppofers  have  been,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  oppofed.  The  oppofition 
has  chiefly  been  from  Heathenifm  and  Popery ;  which 
things  certainly  are  evil.  'They  are  both  of  them  very 
evil,  and  the  fruits  of  the  blindnefs,  corruption,  and 
wickednefs  of  men,  as  the  very  Deifts  themfelves  con- 
fefs.  The  light  of  nature  fhows,  that  the  religion  of 
Heathens,  confiding  in  the  worfhip  of  idols,  and  facri- 

ficing  their  children  to  them,  and  in  obicene  and  abo- 
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miri-able  rites  and  ceremonies,  is  wickednefs.  And  the 
fuperftitions,  and  idolatries,  and  ufurpations,  of  the 
church  oKdome,  are  no  lefs  contrary  to  the  light  of 
nature.  By  this  it  appears,  that  this  oppofition  which 
has  been  made  again  ft  the  church  of  God,  has  been  made 
by  wicked  men.  And  with  regard  to  the  oppofition  of 
uk  Jews  in  C  hr  ill’s  and  the  apoftles  times,  it  was  in 
a  mod;  corrupt  time  of  that  nation,  when  the  people 
weie  generally  become  exceeding  wicked,  as  home  of 
the  Jewifh  writers  themfelves,  as  jofephus  and  others, 
who  lived  about  tliat  time,  do  exprefsly  iky.  And  that 
it  has  been  mere  wickednefs  that  has  made  this  oppofi¬ 
tion,  is  manifeft  from  the  manner  of  oppofition,  the 
extreme  violence,  injuftice,  and  cruelty,  with  which 
the  church  of  God  has  been  treated.  It  feerns  to  fhow 
the  hand  or  malignant  infernal  fpirits  in  it. 

Now  what  realon  can  be  alligned,  why  the  corrup¬ 
tion  and  wickednefs  of  the  world  fhould  fo  implacably 
fet  itfelf  again  ft  this  religion  of  Jeflis  Chrift,  and  a- 
gainft  the  fcriptures,  but  only  that  they  are  contrary  to 
wickedneis,  and  confequently  are  good  and  holy  ?  Whv 
fhould  the  enemies  of  Chrift,  for  fo  many  thouiand 
years  together,  manifeft  fuch  a  mortal  hatred  of  this 
religion,  but  only  that  it  is  the  caufc  of  God  ?  If  the 
fcriptures  be  not  the  word  of  God,  and  the  religion  of 
the  church  oi  Chrift  be  not  the  true  religion,  then  it 
inuft  follow,  that  it  is  a  moft  wicked  religion  ;  nothing 
but  a  pack  of  lies  and  abominable  dclulipn.s,  invented 
by  the  enemies  of  God  theriilelves.  And  if  this  were 
fo,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  enemies  of  God,  and  the 
wickednefs  of  the  world,  would  have  maintained  fucli 
a  perpetual  and  implacable  enmity  againft  it. 

(2)  It  is  a  great  argument  that  the  Chriftian  church 
and  its  religion  is  from  God,  that  it  has  been  upheld  hi¬ 
therto  through  all  the  oppofition  and  dangers  it  has 
pafted  through.  That  the  church  of  God  and  the  true 
religion,  which  has  been  fo  continually  and  violently 
oppoled,  with  fo  many  endeavours  to  overthrow  it, 
and  which  has  fo  often  been  brought  to  the  brink  of 
rum,  and  almoft  fwailowed  up,  through  the  greateft 
part  of  Tlx  thoufand  years,  has  yet  been  upheld,  does 
moft  remarkably  fhow  the  hand  of  God  in  favour  of 
the  church.  If-  we  confider  it,  it  will  appear  one  of  the 

greateft 
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greated  wonders  and  miracles  that  ever  came  t.o  pad* 
There  is  nothing  eife  like  it  upon  the  face  of  the  cai  tha 
There  is  no  other  looety  of  men  that  has  hood  as  the 
church  has.  As  to  the  old  world,  which  was  before 
the  flood,  that  was  overthrown  by  a  deluge  of  waters  % 
but  yet  the  church  of  God  was  preferred*  Satan’s 
vifible  kingdom  on  earth  was  then  once  entirely  o- 
ver  thrown  but  the  vifible  kingdom  of  Ohrid  never 
has  been  overthrown.  All  thole  ancient  human  king¬ 
doms  and  monarchies  of  which  we  read,  and  which 
have  been  in  former  ages,  they  are  long  fince  come  to 
an  end.  Thole  kingdoms  of  which  we  read  in  the  Old 
Tedament,  of  the  Moabites,  the  Ammonites,  the  E- 
domites,  &c.  they  are  all  long  ago  come  to  an  end* 
Tliofe  four  great  monarchies  of  the  world  have  been 
Overthrown  one  after  another.  The  great  empire  of 
proud  Babylon  was  overthrown  by  the  Perlians  ,  and 
then  the  Perfian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  Greeks  j 
after  this  the  Grecian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the 
Romans ;  and,  finally,  the  Roman  empire  fell  a  fieri- 
fice  to  various  barbarous  nations.  Here  is  a  remark¬ 
able  fulfilment  of  the  words  of  the  text  with  refpedt  to 
other  things,  even  the  greated  and  mod  glorious  of 
them  :  they  have  all  grown  old,  and  have  vanifhed  a 
way;  <(  The  moth  has  eaten  them  up  like  a  garment, 
(C  and  the  worm  has  eaten  them  like  wool;”  but  yet 
God’s  church  remains. 

Never  were  there  fo  many  and  fo  potent  endea¬ 
vours  to  deftroy  any  thing  elfe,  as  there  has  been  to 
dedroy  the  church.  Other  kingdoms  and  iocieties  of 
men,  which  have  appeared  to  be  ten  times  as  drong 
as  the  church  of  God,  have  been  deftroyed  with  an 
hundredth  part  of  the  oppofition  which  the  church  of 
God  has  met  with  :  which  fhows,  that  it  is  God  who 
has  been  the  protestor  of  the  church.  For  it  is  mod 
plain,  that  it  has  not  upheld  itfelf  by  its  own  drength. 
For  the  mod  part,  it  has  been  a  very  weak-  locie- 
ty.  '  They  have  been  a  flock:  fo  they  were  of  old. 
iTe  children  of  Ifrael  were  but  a  fmall  handful  of 
people,  in  comparifon  ot  the  many  who  often  fought 
their  overthrew.  And  lo  in  ChrifPs  time,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  Cliriflian  church  after  Chrilfs  refur- 
rection,  they  were  but  a  remnant :  whereas  the  whole 
multitude  of  the  Tewiih  nation  were  againd  them.  And 
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fo  in  the  beginning  of  the  Gentile  church,  they  were 
but  a  fmall  number  in  comparifon  with  the  Heathen, 
who  fought  their  overthrow.  And  fo  in  the  dark- 
times  of  An  tic  hr  iff,  before  the  Reformation,  they  were 
but  a  handful ;  and  yet  their  enemies  could  not  over¬ 
throw  them.  And  it  has  commonly  been  fo,  that  the 
enemies  of  the  church  have  not  only  had  the  greateft 
number  of  their  fide,  but  they  have  had  the  ffrength  of 
their  fide  in  other  refpecfs.  They  have  commonly  had 
all  the  civil  authority  of  their  fide.  So  it  was  in  Egypt : 
the  civil  authority  was  of  the  fide  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
the  church  were  only  their  flaves,  and  were  in  their 
hands ;  and  yet  they  could  not  overthrow  them.  And 
fo  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  perfecution  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes  :  the  authority  was  all  on  the  fide  of  the  per- 
fecutors,  and  the  church  was  under  their  dominion ; 
and  yet  all  their  cruelty  could  not  extirpate  it.  And  fo 
it  was  afterwards  in  the  time  of  the  Heathen  Roman 
government.  A  nd  fo  it  was  in  the  time  of  Julian  the 
apoflate,  who  did  his  utmoff  to  overthrow  the  Chriffian 
church,  and  to  refiore  Heathenifm.  And  fo  it  has 
been  for  the  moft  part  fince  the  rife  of  Antichriff  :  for 
a  great  many  ages,  the  civil  authority  was  all  on  the 
fide  of  Antichriff,  and  the  church  feemed  to  be  in 
their  hands. 

And  not  only  has  the  ffrength  of  the  enemies  of  the 
church  been  greater  than  the  ffrength  of  the  church, 
but  ordinarily  the  church  has  not  ufed  what  ffrength 
they  have  had  in  their  own  defence,  but  have  commit¬ 
ted  themfelves  wholly  to  God.  So  it  was  in  the  time  of 
the  Jewifh  perfecutions  before  the  deffrudfion  of  Jeru- 
falem  by  the  Romans  *,  and  fo  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
Heathen  perfecutions  before  Conffantine ;  the  Chri- 
ffians  did  not  only  not  rife  up  in  arms  to  defend  them¬ 
felves,  but  they  did  not  pretend  to  make  any  forcible 
refiffanee  to  their  Heathen  perfecutors.  So  it  has  for 
the  moff  part  been  under  the  Popifh  perfecutions  ;  and 
yet  they  have  never  been  able  to  overthrow  the  church 
of  God  ;  but  it  ffands  to  this  very  day. 

And  this  is  dill  the  more  exceeding  wonderful,  if  we 
conlider  how  often  the  church  has  been  brought  to  the 
brink  of  ruin,  and  the  cafe  feemed  to  be  defperate,  arrd 
ail  hope  gone,  and  they  feemed  to  be  fwaiiowed  up.  In 
the  time  of  the  old  world,  when  wickednefs  fo  prevail- 
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ed,  as  that  but  one  family  was  left,  yet  God  wonder¬ 
fully  appeared,  and  overthrew  the  wicked  world  with  a 
flood,  and  preferved  his  church.  And  fo  at  the  Reel 
fea,  when  Pharoah  and  his  hoft  thought  they  were  quite 
fure  of  their  prey;  yet  God  appeared,  and  deicroyed 
them,  and  delivered  his  church.  And  fo  was  it  from 
time  to  time  in  the  church  of  Ifraei,  as  has  been  ihown. 
So  under  the  tenth  and  laft  Heathen  perlecution,  their 
perfecutors  boafted  that  now  they  had  done  the  bufi- 
nefs  for  the  Chriftians,  and  had  overthrown  the  Chri- 
ftian  church  ;  yet  in  the  midft  of  their  triumph,  the 
Christian  church  riles  out  of  the  duff  and  prevails,,  and 
the  Heathen  empire  totally  falls  before  it.  So  when  the 
Chib  ft  i  an  church  feemed  ready  to  be  Iwallowed  up  by 
the  Arian  herefy  ;  fo  when  Antichrift  rofe  and  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  all  the  world  wondered  after  the  beaft,  and 
the  church  for  many  hundred  years  was  reduced  to  fuch 
a  final!  number,  and  feemed  to  be  hidden,  and  the 
power  of  the  world  v/as  engaged  to  deftroy  thofe  little 
remainders  of  the  church  ;  yet  they  could  never  fully 
accomplilh  their  deftgn,  and  at  laft  God  wonderfully 
revived  his  church  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and 
made  it  to  irand  as  it  were  on  its  feet  in  the  light  of  its 
enemies,  and  raifed  it  out  of  their  reach.  And  fo  lince, 
when  the  Popifh  powers  have  plotted  the  overthrow  of 
the  Reformed  church,  and  have  feemed  juft  about  to 
bring  their  matters  to  a  conclufion,  and  to  finilh  their 
deftgn,  then  God  has  wonderfully  appeared  for  the  de- 
liverence  of  his  church,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  by  King  William.  And  io  it  has  been  from 
time  to  time  :  presently  after  the  darkeft  times  of  the 
church,  God  has  made  his  church  moft  glorioufty  to 
flouriftn 

If  fuch  a  prefervation  of  the  church  of  God,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  hitherto,  attended  with  fuch 
circumftances,  is  not  fufticieot  to  (hew  a  divine  hand  in 
favour  of  it,  what  can  he  devifed  that  would  be  fufti- 
cient  ?  But  if  this  be  from  the  divine  hand,  then  God 
owns  the  church,  and  owns  her  religion,  and  owns  that 
revelation  and  thofe  feriptures  on  which  ihe  is  built  ; 
and  fo  it  will  follow,  that  their  religion  is  the  true  reli¬ 
gion,  or  God’s  religion,  and  that  the  feriptures,  which 
they  make  their  rule,  are  his  word. 


(3)  We 
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>  (3)  ^  may  draw  this  further  argument  for  the  di¬ 
vine  authority  of  the  fcriptures  from  what  has  been 
jcUCij  viz.  that  God  has  lo  fulfilled  thole  things  which 
are  foretold  in  the  fcriptures - 1  have  already  ob- 


ierved,  as  I  went  along,  how  the  prophecies  of  fcrip- 
ture  were  fulfilled  :  I  {hall  now  therefore  fingle  out 
but  two  inlfances  of  the  fulfilment  of  fcripture-pro- 
phecy. 

CO  One  is  preferving  his  church  from  being  ruin¬ 
ed.  I  have  juft  now  fhown  what  an  evidence  this  is  of 
the  divine  authority  of  the  fcriptures  in  itfelf  conlider- 
ed  :  I  now  fpeak  of  it  as  a  fulfilment  of  feripture-pro- 
phecy.  This  is  abundantly  foretold  and  promifed  irl 
the  fcriptures,  as  particularly  in  the  text :  there  it  is 
foretold,  that  other  things  (hall  fail,  other  kingdoms  and 
monarchies,  which  let  themfelves  in  oppolition,  ftiould 
come  to  nothing  :  “  The  moth  lhould  eat  them  up  like 
“  a  garment,  and  the  worm  ftiould  eat  them  like  wool.” 
And  fo  it  has  in  fa£t  come  to  pafs.  But  it  is  here  fore¬ 
told,  that  God’s  covenant-mercy  to  his  church  ftiould 
continue  for  ever  \  and  lo  it  hath  hitherto  proved,  tho’ 
now  it  be  lb  many  ages  iince,  and  though  the  church 
has  palled  through  fo  many  dangers.  The  fame  is  pro- 
nnled,  If.  liv.  1 7.  “  No  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee, 
“  lhall  profper  ,  and  every  tongue  that  ftiall  rife  againft 
“  thee  in  judgement,  thou  ftialt  condemn.”  And  again, 
II.  xlix.  14.  15.  16.  “  But  Zion  laid,  The  Lord  hath 
forfaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me.  Can 
a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  ftie  ftiould 
not  have  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  yea* 
they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee.  Behold, 
i(  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands, 
“  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me.”  The  fame  is 
promifed  again  in  If  lix.  21.  and  If  xliii.  1.  2.  and 
Zech.  xii,  2.  3.  80  Chrift  promiles  the  fame,  when  he 

fays,  c<  On  this  rock  will  I  build  my  church,  and  the 
“  gates  of  hell  ftiall  not  prevail  againft  it.”  Now  if 
this  be  not  from  God,  and  the  fcriptures  be  not  the 
word  of  God,'  and  the  church  of  Chrift  built  on  the 
foundation  of. this  word  be  not  of  God,  how  could  the 
perfons  who  foretold  this,  know  it  ?  for  if  the  church 
were  not  of  God,  it  was  a  very  unlikely  thing  ever  to 
come  to  pafs.  For.  they  foretold  the  great  oppolition, 
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and  the  great  dangers,  and  alfo  foretold  tliat  other 
kingdoms  fhould  come  to  nought,  and  that  the  church 
fhould  often  be  aim  oft  fwallowed  up,  as  it  were  eafy  to 
fhow,  and  yet  foretold  that  the  church  fhould  remain. 
Now  how  could  they  forefee  fo  unlikely  a  thing  but  by 
divine  infpiration  ? 

[2]  The  other  remarkable  inftance  which  I  fhall  men¬ 
tion  of  the  fulfilment  of  fcripture-prophecy,  is  in  ful¬ 
filling  what  is  foretold  concerning  Antichrift,  a  certain 
great  oppofer  of  Chrift  and  his  kingdom.  And  the 
way  that  this  Antichrift  fhould  arife,  is  foretold,  viz. 
not  among  the  Heathen,  or  thofe  nations  that  never 
profened  Chriftianity  ;  but  that  he  fhould  arife  by  the 
apoftafy  and  falling  away  of  the  Chriftian  church  into 
a  corrupt  ft  ate  :  2  Tlief.  ii.  3.  “For  that  day  fliall  not 
“  come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  firft,  and 
“  that  man  of  fin  be  revealed,  the  fon  of  perdition.” 

- - And  it  is  prophefied,  that  this  Antichrift,  or  man 

of  fin,  fhould  be  one,  that  fhould  fet  himfelf  up  in  the 
temple  or  vifible  church  of  God,  pretending  to  be  veft- 
'eci  with  the  power  of  God  himfelf,  as  head  of  the 
church,  as  in  the  fame  chapter,  verf.  4.  And  all  this 
is  exactly  come  to  pafs  in  the  church  of  Rome.  Again, 
it  is  intimated,  that  the  rife  of  Antichrift  fhould  be 
gradual,  as  there,  verf.  7.  “  For  the  myftery  of  iniqui- 
“  ty  cloth  already  work  :  only  he  who  now  letteth,  will 
“  let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  wav.”  This  alfo  came 
to  pafs. — —  Again,  it  is  prophefied  of  fuch  a  great  and 
mighty  enemy  of  the  Chriftian  church,  that  he  fhould  be 
a  great  prince  or  monarch  of  the  Roman  empire  :  fo 
he  is  reprefented  as  an  horn  of  the  fourth  beaft  in 
Daniel,  or  fourth  kingdom  or  monarchy  upon  earth, 
as  the  angel  himfelf  explains  it,  as  you  may  fee  of  the 
little  horn  in  the  7th  chapter  of  Daniel.  This  alfo 

came  to  pafs. - Yea  it  is  prophefied,  that  the  feat  of 

this  great  prince,  or  pretended  vicar  of  God,  and  head 
of  his  church,  fhould  be  in  the  city  of  Ptome  itfelf.  In 
the  17th  chapter  of  Revelation,  it  is  faid  exprefsly,  that 
the  lpiritual  whore,  or  falfe  church,  fhould  have  her 
feat  on  feven  mountains  or  hills:  Rev.  xvii  9.  “The 
“  feven  heads  are  feven  mountains,  on  \vhi9h  the  wo- 
man  fittetli and  in  the  laft  verfe  of  the  chapter,  it  is 
faid  exprefsly,  u  The  woman  which  thou  faweft,  is  that 
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* ‘  great  city,  which  reigneth  over  the  kings  of  the 
“  ejirth  which  it  is  certain  was  at  that  time  the  city  of 
Rome.  This  prophecy  alio  has  come  to  pafs  in  th<$ 
church  of  Rome. 

Further,  it  was  prophefied,  that  this  Antichrift 
fhould  reign  over  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations, 
and  tongues,  Rev.  xvii.  15. 5  and  that  all  the  world 
fhouid  wonder  after  the  bead:,  Rev.  xiii.  3.  This  al- 
fo  came  to  pafs  in  the  church  of  Rome.  It  was  foretold 
that  this  Antichrift  fhould  be  eminent  and  remarkable 
for  the  fin  of  pride,  pretending  to  great  things,  and  af- 
iuming  very  much  to  himfelf  :  fo  in  the  foremendoned 
place  in  Thefialonians,  “That  he  fhould  exalt  himfelf  a- 
Ci  hove  all  that  is  called  God,”  or  that  is  worshipped. 
So  Rev.  xiii.  c.  <(  And  there  was  given  unto  him  a  mouth 
ipeaking  great  things,  and  biafphemies.”  Dan.  vii. 
20.  the  little  horn  is  laid  to  have  a  mouth  fpeaking 
very  great  things,  and  his  look  to  be  more  Rout  than 
his  fellows.  This  alfo  came  to  pafs  in  the  Pope,  and 
the  church  of  Rome. - It  was  alfo  prophefied,  that 


Antichrift  fhould  be  an  exceeding  cruel  perfecutor, 
Dan.  vii.  21.  The  fame  horn  made  war  with  the  faints, 
and  prevailed  againft  them  :  Rev.  xiii.  7.  u  And  it  was 
€c  given  to  him  unto  make  war  with  the  faints,  and  to  o- 
<c  vercome  them.”  Rev.xvii.  6.  “  And  I  law  the  wo- 
“  man  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  with 
({  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jcftis.”  This  alfo  came 

to  pafs  in  the  church  of  Rome. - It  was  foretold,  that 

Antichrift  fhould  excel  in  craft  and  policy  :  Dan.  vii  8. 
fC  In  this  horn  were  eyes  like  the  eves  of  a  man.”  And 
verf.  20.  u  Even  of  that  horn  that  had  eyes.”  This  al¬ 
fo  came  to  pals  in  the  church  of  Rome. - It  was  fore- 


re  id,  that  the  kings  of  Chriftendom  fhould  be  fubject 
to  Antichrift:  Rev.xvii.  12.  13.  “  And  the  ten  horns 
“  which  thou  fa  weft,  are  ten  kings,  which  have  recei- 
**  ved  no  kingdom  as  yet  ;  but  receive  power  as  kings 
one  hour  witlv  the  beaft.  Thefe  have  one  mind,  and 


<£  fhallgive  their  power  and  ftrength  unto  the  beaft.” 
This  alfo  came  to  pafs  with  refpect  to  the  Romifh  church. 


■—  It  was  foretold,  that  he  fhould  perform  pretended 
miracles  and  lying  wonders  :  2  Theft  ii.  9.  u  Whofe  co* 
“  ruing  is  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power, 
tc  and  ftgns,  and  lying  wonders.”  Rev.  xiii.  13.  14. 
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€(  And  he  doth  great  wonders,  fo  that  he  maketh  fire 
<c  come  down  from  heaven  on  the  earth,  in  the  fight  of 

men,  and  deceiveth  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  by 
“  the  means  of  thofe  miracles  which  he  had  power  to 
fe  do  in  the  fight  of  the  beaft.”  This  alfo  came  to  pals 
in -the  church  of  Pvome.  Fire’s  coming  down  from 
heaven,  feems  to  have  reference  to  their  excommunica¬ 
tions,  which  were  dreaded  like  lire  from  heaven. - It 

was  foretold,  that  he  fhould  forbid  to  marry,  and  to 
abffain  from  meats  :  1  Tim.  iv.  3.  “  Forbidding  to  mar- 
“  rv,  and  commanding  to  abffain  from  meats,  which 
“  God  hath  created  to  be  received  with  thankfgiving.” 
This  alfo  is  exactly  fulfilled  in  the  church  of  Rome. - 

J 

It  was  foretold,  that  he  fhould  be  very  rich,  and  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  great  degree  of  earthly  fplendor  and  glory  : 
Rev.  xvii.  4.  “  And  the  woman  was  arrayed  in  purple, 
“  and  fcarlet  colour,  and  decked  with  gold  and  pre- 
<e  cious  Rones,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her 
Ce  hand.”  And  fo  chap,  xviii  7.  12.  13.  16.  This  al¬ 
fo  is  come  to  pafs  with  refpeft  to  the  church  of  Rome. 

- It  was  foretold,  that  he  Ihouid  forbid  any  to  buy 

or  fell,  but  thofe  that  had  his  mark  :  Rev.  xiii.  17. 
(s  And  that  no  man  might  buy  or  fell,  fave  he  that  had 
“  the  mark,  or  the  name  of  the  bealf,  or  the  number 
u  of  his  name.”  This  alfo  is  fulfilled  in  the  church  of 
Rome.  * —  It  was  foretold,  that  he  lliould  fell  the  fouls 
of  men,  Rev.  xviii.  13.  where,  in  enumerating  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  his  merchandife,  ihe  fouls  of  men  are  mention¬ 
ed  as  one.  This  alfo  is  exactly  fulfilled  in  the  fame 

church. -  It  was  foretold,  that  Antichrift  would  not 

fuiTer  the  bodies  of  God’s  people  to  be  put  into  graves  : 
Rev.  xi.  8.  9.  u  And  their  dead  bodies  ihall  lie  in  the 
et  ftreet  of  the  great  city,  —  and  they  —  ihall  not  fuffer 
“  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in  graves.”  This  alfo  has 
literally  come  to  pafs  with  refpeff  to  the  church  of 

Rome. - I  might  mention  many  other  things  which 

were  foretold  of  Antichrift,  or  that  great  enemy  of  the 
church  fo  often  fpoken  of  in  feripmre,  and  fhow  that 
they  were  fulfilled  moft  exactly  in  the  Pope  and  the 
church  of  Rome. 

How  ftrong  an  argument  is  this,  that  the  feriptures 
are  the  word  of  God  ? 

♦ 

a.  But  I  come  now  to  a  fecond  inference ;  which  is  this : 

R  r  From 
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ii  om  what  lias  been  laid,  we  may  learn  wliat  the  fpirit 
pi  tine  Cbrihians  is,  viz.  a  fpirit  of  luffering.  See¬ 
ing  God  has  fo  ordered  it  in  his  providence, %hat  his 
chuich  fhouid  for  lo  long  a  time,  for  the  greater  part 
pi  fo  many  ages,  be  in  a  1  tillering  ftate,  yea,  and  often 
m  a  Rate  or  inch  extreme  faltering,  we  may  conclude, 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  true  church  is  a  fathering  fpirit, 
othei  wiie  God  nevei'  would  have  ordered  io  much  fuf- 
fewng  lor  the  church;  for  doubtleis  God  accommo¬ 
dates  the  Rate  and  circumftances  of  the  church  to  the 
iphit  that  he  has  given  them.  We  fee  by  what  has  been 
laid,  how  many  and  great  bufferings  the  ChriRian 
church  for  the  moR  part  has  been  under  for  thefe 
1700  years  :  no  wonder  therefore  that  ChriR  fo  much 
inculcated  upon  his  difciples,  that  it  was  neceRary,  that 
if  any  would  be  his  difciples,  £C  they  muft  deny  them- 

lelves,  and  take  up  their  crofs  and  follow  him.” 

^  And  we  may  argue,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  true  church 
of  ChriR  is  a  lulfering  fpirit,  by  the  fpirit  the  church 
lias  ihown  and  exerciicd  under  her  fu  Re  rings.  She  has 
actually,  under  thole  terrible  perlecutions  through 
tvnich  Ihe  has  palfed,  rather  chofen  to  undergo  thofe 
dreacmii  torments,  and  to  fell  all  for  the  pearl  of  great 
Pucc>  to  a  idler  all  that  her  bittereR  enemies  could  in- 
hiCt,  than  to  renounce  CliriR  and  his  religion.  Hiltory 
furnifhes  us  with  a  great  number  of  remarkable  in- 
Rances,  lets  in  view  a  great  cloud  of  witnefles.  This 
abundantly  confirms  the  neceRIty  of  being  of  a  fpirit  to 
hen  ail  for  ChriR,  to  renounce  our  own  tale,  our  own 
worldly  profit,  and  honour,  and  our  ail,  for  him%  and 
i or  the  go! pel. 

O  I 

Let  us  inquire,  whether  we  are  of  fuch  a  fpirit. 
it  prove  upon  trial  ?  .Does  it  prove  in  fa  cl 
that  we  are  willing  to  deny  ourfclves,  and  renounce  our 
own  worldly  intereR,  and  to  pais  through  the  trials  to. 
which  we  are  called  in  providence  ?  /lias,  how  fmall 
are  our  trials,  compared  with,  thofe  of  many  of  our  fel¬ 
low  Chriftians  in  former  ages  1  And  I  would  on  this 
pce  diqn  apply  that  in  Jcr.  xii.  fe  if  thou  haft  run 
<c  with  tlie  footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  thee,  then 
*£  how  canR  thou  contend  with  horfes  If  you  have 
not  been  able  to  endure  the  light  trials  to  which  you 
have  been  called  in  this  age,  and  in  this  land,  how 

would 
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would  you  be  able  to  endure  the  far  greater  trials  to 
Which  the  church  has  been  called  in  former  ages  ?  E- 
verv  true  Chriftian  has  the  fpirit  of  a  martyr,  and 
Would  fuffer  as  a  martyr,  if  he  were  called  to  it  in  p^o- 

Vidence.  .  Cf 

-  Hence  we  learn  what  great  reafon  we  have,  ai- 

fu redly  to  expert  the  fulfilment  of  what  yet  remains  tO 
be  fulfilled  of  things  foretold  in  feripture.  The  fenp- 
tures  foretel  many  great  things  yet  to  be  fulfilled  heioie 
the  end  of  the  world.  But  there  feem  to  be  gieat  c  i 
fkulties  in  the  way  We  feem  at  prefent  to  be  very  far 
from  fuch  a  ftate  as  is  foretold  in  the  feriptures  ;  .  but 
we  have  abundant  reafon  to  expeft,  that  thefe  things, 
however  feemingly  difficult,  will  yet  be  accompliflicd  m 
their  feafon.  We  fee  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his 
promifes  hitherto.  How  true  has  God  been  to  his 
church,  and  remembered  his  mercy  from  generation  to 
generation  !  We  may  fay  concerning  what  God  has 
done  hitherto  for  his  church*  as  Joihua  laid  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael,  Joih.  xxiii.  14-  u  That  not  one  thing 
««  hath  failed  of  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  hath  lpo- 
u  ken  concerning  his  church  f  but  ad  things  aiy  hi¬ 
therto  come  to  pafs  agreeable  to  the  divine  pi  (  diction. 
This  fhould  ftrengthen  our  faith  in  thole  promiles,  and 
encourage  us,;  and  ftir  us  up  to  earned  piayci  to  God 
for  the  accompliihment  of  the  great  and  gioiious  things 
which  yet  remain  to  be  fulfilled. 

*  .  . ,  .t  f »  •  • 

It  has  already  been  fhowh  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chi  id  S 
redemption  was  carried  on  through  various  peiiods 
down  to  the  prefent  time. 

IV.  I  come  now  to  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  o.  Chrilt  s 
redemption  will  be  carried  on  from  the  prelent  time, 
till  Antickrid  is  fallen ,  and  Satan  s  vilible  kingdom  on 

earth  is  dedroyed. - And  with  refpeft  to  this  ipace 

of  time,  we  have  nothing  to  guide  us  but  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  feripture.  Through  mod  of  the  time  liom  the 
fall  of  man  to  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Ro- 
mans,  we  had  feripture-hiftory  to  guide  us:  and  Bom 
thence  to  the  prefent  time  we  had  prophecy ,  togc  dv..i 
with  the  accompliihment  of  it  in  providence,  asiehucu 
in  human  hiftories.  But  henceforward  we  have  o-ny 
prophecy  to  guide  us.  And  here  I  would  pals  by  tfiod. 
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3ie  only  conje6lural,  or  that  are  furmifed  by 
Irom  thole  prophecies  which  are  doubtful  in  their 
texpretanon,  and  lhall  infill  only  on  thofe  things 
^hich  are  more  clear  and  evident  6 

„Illa0V0t  'Ihat  Particulai‘  events  to  come  to 
afs  before  that  glorious  work  of  God’s  Spirit  begins 

by  which  Satan’s  kingdom  is  to  be  overthrown.  By  the 

confent  of  moft  divines,  there  are  but  few  things,  if 

,j'7  ,;lC  f1!>  lbat  are  foretold  to  be  accompliihed  before 

thi'nwf n  01  r1 1  Serious  work  of  God.  Some 

l~’lc  °^the  witneffeV  Rev.  xi.  7.  3.  is  not 

)et  accompliihed.  ,,o  divines  differ  with  refpeft  to  the 

°p£  oi  the  ,feven  vials>  of  which  we  have  an 
accouin,  Rev.  xvi.  how  many  are  already  poured  out, 

,  oi  how  many  remain  to  be  poured  out ;  though  a  late 
expofitor,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned  to  you,  feems 
o  make  it  very  plain  and  evident,  that  all  are  already 
poured  out  but  two,  viz.  the  fixth  on  the  river  Euph¬ 
rates,  and  the  feventh  into  the  air.  But  I  will  not  now 
land  to  inquire  what  is  intended  by  the  pouring  out  of 
the  fixth  vial  on  the  river  Euphrates,  that  the  way  of 
the  kings  of  the  eafl  may  be  prepared;  but  only  would 
,.7’  that  it  feems  to  be  lomething  immediately  prepa- 
i  mg  the  way  tor  the  deftruction  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon, 
as  the  drying  up  of  the  river  Euphrates,  which  ran 
trough  the  midlt  oi  old  Baby  lon,  was  what  prepared  the 
way  of  the  kings  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  the  kings 
o^tne  eaft,  to  come  in  under  the  walls,  and  deftroy  that 

But  whatever  this  be,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  is  any 

jiDi^  w  uch  fhali  be  accompliihed  before  that  work  of 

God  s  opint  ,s  begun,  by  which,  as  it  goes  on,  Satan’s 

"V  1  c  Ingdom  on  earth  lhall  be  utterly  overthrown. 

,nd  t!iercfore  I  would  proceed  d ire 611  y  to  confider 

what  the  1  capture  reveals  concerning  the  work  of  God 

<  .  »  -?7  winch  he  will  bring  about  this  great  event,  as 

>eingtie  next  thing  which  is  to  be  accompliihed  that 

v/,  ate  certain  oi:  from  the  prophecies  of  feripture. 

i\nd,  firfi,  I  would  obferve  two  tilings  in  General 
concerning  it.  ° 

i.  We  have  all  reafon  to  conclude  from  the  ferip- 
M! res,  that  juft  before  this  work  of  God  begins,  it  will 
no  a  very  dark  time  with  relpedl  to  the  interefts  of  reii- 
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gion  in  the  world.  It  has  been  lo  before  thole  glorious 
revivals  of  religion  that  have  been  hitherto.  It  was 
fo  when  Chrift  came  ;  it  was  an  exceeding  degenerate 
time  among  the  Jews  :  and  fo  it  was  a  very  dark  time 
before  the  Reformation.  And  not  only  fo,  but  it  feems 
to  be  foretold  in  feripture,  that  it  lliall  be  a  time  of  but 
little  religion,  when  Chrift  (hall  come  to  fet  up  his 
kingdom  in  the  world.  Thus  when  Chrift  fpake  of  his 
coming,  to  encourage  his  eleft,  who  cry  to  him  day 
and  night,  in  Luke  xviii.  8.  he  adds  this,  u  Neverthelefs, 
“  when  the  Son  of  man  com-eth,  lhall  he  find  faith  on 
cc  the  earth  ?”  Which  feems  to  denote  a  great  preva¬ 
lency  of  infidelity  juft  before  Chrift’s  coming  to  avenge 
his  fullering  church.  Though  Chrift’s  coming  at  the 
laft  judgement  is  not  here  to  be  excluded,  yet  there 
feems  to  be  a  fpecial  refpeft  to  his  coming  to  deliver  his 
church  from  their  long-continued  iuffering  perfecutecl 
ftate,  which  is  accomplilhed  only  at  his  coming  at  the 
definition  of  Antichrift.  That  time  that  the  elect  cry 
to  God,  as  in  Rev.  vi.  10.  “  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy 
<£  and  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood 
cC  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  and  the  time  fpo- 
ken  of  in  Rev.  xviii.  20.  u  Pvejoice  over  her,  thou 
c<  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apoftles,  and  prophets,  for  God 
“  hath  avenged  you  cn  her,”  will  then  be  acomplifh- 
ed. 

It  is  now  a  very  dark  time  with  refpet  to  tlie  ipterefts 
of  religion,  and  fuch  a  time  as  this  proplieiied  of  in  this 
place  ;  wherein  there  is  but  a  little  faith,  and  a  great 
prevailing  of  infidelity  on  the  earth.  There  is  now  a 
remarkable  fulfilment  of  that  in  2  Pet.  iii.  2.  (<  Know'- 
“  ing  this,'  that  there  fhall  come  in  the  laft  days  fcof- 
Ci  fers,  walking  after  their  own  lulls.”  And  fo  Jude, 
17.  18.  “  But  beloved,  remember  ye  the  tvords  which 
u  were  fpoken  before  of  the  apoftles  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
u  Chrift  ;  how  that  they  told  you  there  fhould  be  mock- 
<£  ers  in  the  laft  time,  who  fhould  walk  after  their 
<c  own  ungodly  lufts.”  Whether  the  times  fhall  be  any 
darker  ftili,  or  how  much  darker,  before  the  beginning 
of  this  glorious  work  of  God,  we  cannot  tell. 

2.  There  is  no  real  on  from  the  word  of  God  to 
think  any  other,  than  that  this  gf'elt  work  of  God  will 
be  wrought,  though  very  fwiftly,  yet  gradually.  As 

the 
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the  children  of  Ifrael  were  gradually  brought  out  of  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  firfl  one  company,  and  then  an¬ 
other,  and  gradually  rebuilt  their  city  and  temple  ;  and 
as  the  Heathen  Roman  empire  was  deftroyed  by  a  gra¬ 
dual,  though  a  very  fwift  prevalency  of  the  gofpel ;  fo, 
though  there  are  many  things  which  feem  to  hold  forth 
as  though  the  work  of  God  would  be  exceeding  fwift, 
and  many  great  and  wonderful  events  ihould  very  fud- 
tknly  be  brought  to  pafs,  and  fome  great  parts  of  Satan’s 
vilibie  kingdom  Ihould  have  a  very  hidden  fall,  yet  all 
will  not  be  accomplifhed  at  once,  as  by  fome  great  mi¬ 
racle,  as  the  refurreflion  of  the  dead  at  the  end  of  the 
world  will  be  all  at  once  ;  but  this  is  a  work  which  will 
be  accomplifhed  by  means,  by  the  preaching  of  the  go- 
fpel,  and  the  ufe  of  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  and 
fo  fhall  be  gradually  brought  to  pafs.  Some  fhall  be 
converted,  and  be  the  means  of  others  converfion, 
God’s  Spirit  fhall  be  poured  out  firft  to  raife  up  inftru- 
ments,  and  then  thole  inftruments  fhall  be  uled  and 
iucceeded.  And  doubtlefs  one  nation  fhall  be  enlight¬ 
ened  and  converted  after  another,  one  falfe  religion 
and  falfe  way  of  worfhip  exploded  after  another.  By 
the  reprefentation  in  Dan  ii.  3.  4.  the  hone  cut  out  of 
the  mountains  without  hands  gradually  grows.  So  Chrift 
teaches  us,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  grain  of 
muifarchleed,  Matth.  xiii.  31.  32.  and  like  leaven  hid  in 
three  meaiures  of  meal,  verf.  33.  The  fame  reprefen¬ 
tation  we  have  in  Mark  iv.  26.  2 7.  28.  and  in  the  vifion 

of  the  waters  of  the  fanfluary,  Ezek.  xlvii. - The 

fcriptures  hold  forth  as  though  there  ihould  be  feveral 
fucceflive  great  and  glorious  events  by  which  this  glo¬ 
rious  work  Ihould  be  accomplifhed.  The  angel,  (peak¬ 
ing  to  the  prophet  Daniel  of  thofe  glorious  times,  men¬ 
tions  two  glorious  periods,  at  the  end  of  which  glorious 
things  ihould  be  accomplifhed  :  Dan.  xii.  1 1 .  u  And 
“  from  the  time  that  the  daily  facrifice  fhall  be  taken 

s 

u  away,  and  the  abomination  that  maketh  defolate  fet 
u  up,  there  fhall  be  a  thoufand  two  hundred  and  nine- 
<c  ty  days.”  But  then  he  adds  in  the  next  verle, 

“  Blefied  is  he  that  waiteth,  and  cometh  to  the  thou- 
“  hind  three  hundred  and  five  and  thirty  davs inti- 
mating,  that  fomething  very  glorious  ihould  be  accom- 

plifhed 
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plifhed  at  the  end  of  the  former  period,  but  fomething 
much  more  glorious  at  the  end  of  the  latter. 

But  I  now  proceed  to  diow  how  this  glorious  work 
lhall  be  accomplifhed. 

1 .  The  Spirit  of  God  fhall  be  glorioufly  poured  out 
for  the  wonderful  revival  and  propagation,  of  religion. 
This  great  work  fhall  be  accomplifhed,  not  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  princes,  nor  by  the  wifdom  of  learned  men, 
but  by  God’s  Holy  Spirit :  Zech.  iv.  6.  7.  “  Not  by  might, 
“  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  of 
iC  hods.  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain  ?  before 
“  Zerubbabel  thou  fhalt  become  a  plain,  and  he  lhall 
i(  bring  forth  the  head-done  thereof  with  diou tings, 
“  crying,  Grace,  grace  unto  it.”  So  the  prophet  E- 
zekiel,  fpeaking  of  this  great  work  of  God,  lays,  chap, 
xxxix.  29.  “  Neither  will  I  hide  my  face  any  more  from 
((  them  5  for  I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit  on  the  houfe 
i(  of  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord  God.”  We  know  not  where 
this  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  lhall  begin,  or  whether 
in  many  places  at  once,  or  whether,  what  hath  already 
been,  be  not  fome  forerunner  and  beginning  of  it. 

This  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  when  it  is  be¬ 
gun,  lhall  foon  bring  great  multitudes  to  forfake  that 
vice  and  wickednefs  which  now  fo  generally  prevails, 
and  diall  caufe  that  vital  religion,  which  is  now  fo  de- 
fpifed  and  laughed  at  in  the  world,  to  revive.  The 
work  of  converdon  diall  break  forth,  and  go  on  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  never  has  been  hitherto  ;  agreeable  to  that 

in  If.  xiiv.  3.  4.  5. - God,  by  pouring  out  his  Holy 

Spirit,  will  furnifh  men  to  be  glorious  indruments  of 
carrying  on  this  work  ;  will  fill  them  with  knowledge 
and  wifdom,  and  fervent  zeal  for  the  promoting  the 
kingdom  of  Chrid,  and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  and  pro¬ 
pagating  the  gofpel  in  the  world.  So  that  the  go! pel 
diall  begin  to  be  preached  with  abundantly  greater  clear- 
nefs  and  power  than  had  heretofore  been  :  for  this 
great  work  of  God  fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  as  is  reprefented  in  Rev.  xiv. 
6.7.8.  that  before  Babylon  falls,  the  gofpel  diall  be 
powerfully  preached  and  propagated  in  the  world. 

This  was  typified  of  old  by  the  founding  of  the  diver 
trumpets  in  Ifrael  in  the  beginning  of  their  jubilee  : 
Lev.  xxv.  9.  Then  fhalt  thou  caufe  the  trumpet  of 
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the  jubilee  to  found  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  fe 
u  venth  month  5  on  the  day  of  atonement  fhall  y 
“  make  the  trumpet  found  throughout  all  your  land". 
I  he  glorious  times  which  are  approaching,  are  as  i 
were  the  church’s  jubilee,  which  fhall  be  introduced  b 
the  founding  of  the  filver  trumpet  of  the  gofpel,  as  i 
foretold  in  If.  xxvii.  13.  <c  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  ij 
“  that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  lhall  be  blown,  am 
C£  they  fhall  come  which  were  ready  to  perifh  in  th 
“  land  of  Affyria,  and  the  outcafts  of  the  land  of  E 
gyPh  anci  wo r (hip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  moun 

at  Jerufalem.”  And  there  fhall  be  a  glorious  pour 
ing  Out  of  the  Spirit  with  this  clear  and  powerfu 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  to  make  it  fuccefsful  for  re 
viving  thofe  holy  doctrines  of  religion  which  are  now 
chiefly  ridiculed  in  the  world,  and  turning  many  frorr 

from  Popery,  and  from  other  falfe  reli- 
gion  ;  and  alfo  for  turning  many  from  their  vice  anc 
profanenefs,  and  for  bringing  vaft  multitudes  favingh 
home  to  Chrifl. 

That  work  of  converfion  fhall  go  on  in  a  wonderful 
manner,  and  fpread  more  and  more.  Many  fhall  flow 
together  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and'  fhall  come 
as  it  were  in  flocks,  one  flock  and  multitude  after  an¬ 
other  continually  flowing  in,  as  in  If.  lx.  4.  5.  “  Lift 
<(  up  thine  eye  round  about,  and  fee ;  all  they  gather 
“  themfelves  together,  they  come  to  thee ;  thy  fons 
fhall  come  from  far,  and  thy  daughters  fhall  be  nur- 
fed  at  thy  lide.  Then  thou  {halt  fee  and  flow  toge¬ 
ther.”  And  fo  verf.  8.  <e  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as 
a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  windows  ?”  And 
it  being  reprefented  in  the  forementioned  place  in  the 
Revelation,  that  the  gofpel  fhall  be  preached  to  every 
tongue,  and  kindred,  and  nation,  and  people,  before 
the  fall  of  Antichrift;  fo  we  may  fuppofe,  that  it  will 
foon  be  glorioufly  fuccefsful  to  bring  in  multitudes  from 
every  nation ;  and  it  fhall  fpread  more  and  more  with 
wonderful  fwiftnefs,  and  vail  numbers  fhall  fuddenly 
be  brought  in  as  it  were  at  once,  as  you  may  fee,  If. 
Ixti.  7.  8.  0. 
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2.  This  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  will  no! 
11  Cl  the  overthrow  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom,  till 
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there  has  firfl  been  a  violent  and  mighty  oppoiition  made 
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In  this  the  fcripture  is  plain,  that  when  Chrift  is  thus 
glorionfly  coming  forth,  and  the  deitruction  cl  Anti- 
clirift  is  ready  at  hand,  and  Satan’s  kingdom  begins  to 
totter,  and  to  appear  to  be  imminently  threatened,  the 
powers  of  the  kingdom  oi'  darknefs  will  fife  up,  and 
mightily  exert  themfelves  to  prevent  their  kingdom 
being  overthrown.  Thus  after  the  pouring  out  the 
fixth  vial,  which  was  to  dry  up  the  river  Euphrates,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  deftrucaon  of  1  pi  ritual  Babylon, 
it  is  reprefented  in  Rev.  xvi.  as  though  the  powers  of 
hell  will  be  mightily  alarmed,  and  Ihould  ftir  up  them- 
felves  to  oppofe  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  before  the 
feventh  and  laft  vial  fhall  be  poured  out,  which  ihall 
give  them  a  final  and  complete  overthrow.  We  have 
an  account  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  fixth  in  verf.  12. 
And  then  upon  this,  the  beloved  d  lciple  informs  us  in 
the  following  verfes,  that  “  three  unclean  fpirits  like 
frogs  ihall  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth,  to 
^  gather  them  together  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day 
u  of  God  Almighty.”  This  feems  to  be  the  laft  and 

O  ■< 

created:  effort  of  Satan  to  fave  his  kingdom  from  being 
overthrown  ;  though  perhaps  he  may  make  as  great  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  world  to  regain  it. 

When  the  Spirit  begins  to  be  fo  giorioufiy  poured 
forth,  and  the  devil  lees  fuch  multitudes  hocking  to 
Chrift  in  one  nation  and  another,  and  the  foundations 
of  his  kingdom  daily  undermining,  and  the  pillars  of  it 
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breaking,  and  the  whole  ready  to  come  to  iwift  and 


fudden  deitruction,  it  will  greatly  alarm  all  hell.  S  i- 
tan  has  ever  had  a  dread  of  having  his  kingdom  over¬ 
thrown,  and  he  has  been  oppoling  of  it  ever  fince 
Chrift’s  afcenfion,  and  has.  been  doing  great  works  to 
fortify  his  kindom,  and  to  prevent  ic,  ever  fince  the 
day  of  Conftantine  the  Great.  To  this  end  he  has  let 
up  thole  two  mighty  kingdoms  of  Antichrift  and  Ma¬ 
homet,  and  brought  in  all  the  herefies,  and  iu  per  Ra¬ 
tions,  and  corrupt  opinions,  which  there  are  in  the 
world.  But  when  he  fees  all  begins  to  fail,  it  will  roi  fe 
him  up  exceedingly.  If  Satan  dreaded  being  caff  out 
of  the  Roman  empire,  how  much  more  does  he  dread 
being  calf  out  of  the  whole  world  ! 

It  feems  as  though  in  this  lalf  great  oppofition  which 


ihall  be  made  againft  the  church  to  defend  the  king- 
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dom  of  Satan,  all  the  forces  of  Antichrift,  and  Maho- 
metanifm,  and  Heathenifm,  will  be  united  ;  all  the  for¬ 
ces  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  through  the  whole  world 
of  mankind.  And  therefore  it  is  laid,  that  “  fpirits  of 
“  devils  fhall  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and 
of  the  whole  world,  to  gather  them  together  to  the 
iC  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty.”  And  thefe 
fpirits  are  faid  to  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dra¬ 
gon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  bead:,  and  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  falfe  prophet ;  i.  e.  there  fhall  be  the  fpi- 
rit  of  Popery,  and  the  fpirit  of  Mahometanifm,  and 
the  fpirit  of  Heathenifm,  all  united.  By  the  bead:  is 
meant  Antichrift ;  by  the  dragon,  in  this  book,  is  com¬ 
monly  meant  the  devil,  as  he  reigns  over  his  Heathen 
kingdom;  by  the  falfe  prophet,  in  this  book,  is  fome- 
times  meant  the  Pope  and  his  clergy :  but  here  an  eye 
feems  to  be  had  to  Mahomet,  whom  his  followers  call 
the  great  prophet  of  God.  This  will  be  as  it  were  the 
dying  druggies  of  the  old  ferpent ;  a  battle  wherein  he 
will  fight  as  one  that  is  almbfl  defperate. 

We  know  not  particularly  in  what  manner  this  op¬ 
pofition  fhall  be  made.  It  is  reprefented  as  a  battle;  it 
is  called  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty. 
There  will  be  fome  way  or  other  a  mighty  druggie  be¬ 
tween  Satan’s  kingdom  and  the  church,  and  pro¬ 
bably  in  all  ways  of  oppofition  that  can  be ;  and 
doubtlefs  great  oppofition  by  external  force ;  wherein 
the  princes  of  the  world  who  are  on  the  devil’s  fide 
fhall  join  hand  in  hand  :  for  it  is  laid,  cc  The  kings  of 
“  the  earth  are  gathered  together  to  battle,”  Rev.  xix. 
19.  And  probably  withal  there  will  be  great  oppofi- 
tion  of  fubtle  difputers  and  carnal  reafoning,  and  great 
perfecution  in  many  places,  and  great*  oppofition  by  vi¬ 
rulent  reproaches,  and  alio  great  oppolition  by  craft 
and  fubtlety.  The  devil  now  doubtlefs  will  ply  bis  fk ill, 
as  well  as  flrength,  to  the  utmoffc.  The  devils,  and 
thole  who  belong  to  their  kingdom,  will  every  where 
be  birred  up,  and  engaged  to  make  an  united  and  vio¬ 
lent  oppofition  againff  this  holy  religion,  which  they 

fee  prevailing  fo  mightily  in  the  world. - But, 

3.  Chrift  and  his  church  fhall  in  this  battle  obtain  a 
complete  and  entire  victory  over  their  enemies.  They 
fhall  be  totally  routed  and  overthrown  in  this  their  laft 

.  ;  effort. 
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effort.  When  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  are  thus 
gathered  together  againft  Chrift,  and  his  armies  fhaJ. 
come  forth  againft  them  by  his  word  and  Spirit  to  fight 
with  them,  in  how  auguft,  and  pompous,  an  .  g  onous 
a  manner  is  this  coming  forth  of  Clirift  and  his  dime  1 
to  this  battle  deferibed,  Rev.  xix.  1 1.  &c. !  And  to  re- 
prefent  to  us  how*  great  the  victory  lhould  be  w  "tic  1 
they  lhould  obtain,  and  how  mighty  the  overthrow  ot 
their  enemies,  it  is  faid,  verf.  17.  &  18.  that  “  all  the 
“  fowls  of  heaven  are  called  together,  to  eat  the  gieat 
(c  fupper  given  them,  of  the  flefli  of  kings,  and  cap- 
“  tains,  and  mighty  men,”  &c.;  and  then,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verfes,  we  have  an  account  of  the  vidoiy  an 
overthrow. 

In  this  vidory,  the  feventh  vial  fliall  be  poured  out. 
It  is  faid,  Rev.  xvi.  16.  of  the  great  army  that  lhould 
be  gathered  together  againft  Chrift  :  “  And  he  gathei- 
t(  ed  them  together  into  a  place  called  in  the  Hebrew' 

tongue,  Armageddon and  then  it  is  faid,  <c  And  the 

feventh  angel  poured  out  his  vial  into  the  air  ;  and 
<£  there  came  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  or  hea\en, 
<c  from  the  throne,  faying,  It  is  done.”  Now  tlic  bu- 
ftnefs  is  done  for  Satan  and  his  adherents.  Av  hen  this 
vidory  is  obtained,  all  is  in  effed  done.  Satan  s  laft 
and  greateft  oppofttion  is  conquered  *,  ail  his  meafuioS 
are  defeated  ,  the  pillars  of  his  kingdom  broken  a  fun¬ 
der,  and  will  fail  of  courfe.  The  devil  is  utterly  baf¬ 
fled  and  confounded,  and  knows  not  what  elfe  to  do. 
He  now  fees  his  Antichriftian,  and  hiahomctan,  and. 
Heatheniih  kingdoms  through  the  world,  all  tumbling 
about  his  ears.  He  and  his  moft  powerful  inftruments 
are  taken  captive.  Now  that  is  in  efted  done  which 
the  church  of  God  had  been  fo  long  waiting  and  no¬ 
ping  for,  and  fo  earneftly  crying  to  God  for,  faying, 
««  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true  ?”  now  the  time 

is  come. 

' J  he  angel  who  fet  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and  his 
left  foot  on  the  earth,  lift  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and 
fwore  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  who  crea¬ 
ted  heaven,  and  all  things  that  therein  are,  and  the 
earth,  and  the  things  that  therein  are,  and  the  lea, 
and  the  things  which  are  therein,  that  when  the  ieventli 
angel  ftiould  come  to  found,  the  time  lhould  be  no 
longer.  And  now  the  time  is  come  ;  now  the  feventh 

S  f  2  trumpet 
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trumpet  founds,  and  the  feventh  vial  is  poured  out 
both  together  5  intimating,  that  now  all  is  hnilhed  as  to 
the  overthrow  of  Span’s  vifible  kingdom  on  earth. 

ms  victory  lhall  be  by  far  the  greateft  that  ever  was 
obtained  over  Satan  and  his  adherents.  By  this  blow, 
\vitn  which  tne  leone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without 
llanos  lhall  hr  ike  the  image  of  gold,  and  filter,  and 
brans,  and  iron,  and  clay,  it  lhall  all  be  broken  to  pie- 
ccs.  .  1  his  will  be  a  fmifhing  blow  to  the  image,  lb 

tdcU  u  imm  ueconie  as  the  chaff  of  the  fu miner  threlh- 
mg-fioor. 

.  ln  tllls  Vi<^017  will  be  a  mod  glorious  difplay  of  dK 
Vme  P°gy'r*  Chrift  lhall  therein  appear  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  as  in  Rev. 
:xix.  16.  Now  Chrift  lhall  dalh  his  enemies,  even  the 
ltiongeft  and  proud  eft  of  them,  in  pieces;  as  a  potter’s 
veilei  lhall  they  be  broken  to  Ihivers.  Then  lhall  ftrength 
be  Hi  own  out  of  weaknefs,  and  Chrift  lhall  caufe  his 
church  as  it  were  to  threlh  the  mountains,  as  in  If.  xli. 
15.  4 4  Behold,  I  will  make  thee  a  new  fliarp.  threlh- 

mg-inftrument  having  teeth  :  thou  ihait  threlh  the 

mountains,  ana  beat  tnem  imali,  and  ihait  make  the 

“  hilIs  as  chaff  ”  And  then  lhall  be  fulfilled  that  in 
If  xlii.  13.  14.  13. 

4'  Confequent  on  this  victory,  Satan’s  vifible  king- 
CiOm  on  earth  lhall  be  deftroyed.  When  Satan  is  con¬ 
quered  in  this  laft  battle,  the  church  of  Chrift  will  have 
taiy  woik  oi  k;  as  when  Jolhua  and  the  children  of 
Ifiacl  had  obtaiuccl  that  great  viffory  over  the  live  kings 
of  the  Amoritcs,  when  the  fun  Hood  ftiii,  and  God 
lent  gicat  hail-i tones  on  tneir  enemies,  they  after  that 
went  iiom  one  city  to  another,  and  burnt  them  with 
fie:  they  had  eaiy  work  of  iubduing  the  cities  and 
country  to  which  they,  belonged.  So  it  was  alfo  after 
tlun  other  great  battle  that  jolhua  had  with  that  great 
multit  ide  at  the  waters  of  Me'ram.  So  after  this  glo- 
1 10 us  victoiy  or  Chrift  and  Ins  church  over  their  ene¬ 
mies,  over  the  chief  powers  of  Satan’s  kingdom,  they 
lhall  delfroy  that  kingdom  in  all  thofe  cities  and  coun¬ 
tries  to  which  they  belonged.  After  this  the  word  of 
God  Iliad  have  a  ipeeciy  and  Iwift  progreis  through  the 
earth;  as  it  is  find,  that  on  the  pouring  out  of  the  le¬ 
va  11  tu  vial, the  cities  of  the  nations  fell,  and  every  ifland 

“  fled 
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(i  fled  away,  and  the  mountains  were  not  found,”  Rev. 
xvi.  19.  20.  When  once  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  without  hands  had  broken  the  image  in  pieces,  it 
was  eafy  to  abolilli  all  remains  of  it.  The  very  wind 
will  carry  it  away  as  the  chad'  of  the  fummer  threfhing- 
floor.  Becaufe  Satan’s  viflble  kingdom  on  earth  fhall 
now  be  destroyed,  therefore  it  is  faid,  that  the  feventh 
vial,  by  which  this  fliall  be  done,  fliall  be  poured  out 
into  the  air ;  which  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  the 
fpecial  feat  of  his  kingdom  ;  for  he  is  called  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air ,  Eph.  ii.  2.  Now  is  come  the 
time  for  punifhing  Leviathan,  that  piercing  ferpent,  of 
which  we  read  in  If.  xxvii.  1.  “In  that  day  the  Lord 
“  with  his  fore  and  great  and  flrong  fword,  fliall  pu- 
“  niih  leviathan  the  piercing  ferpent,  even  leviathan, 

“  that  crooked  ferpent,  and  he  fliall  flay  the  dragon  that 
“  is  in  the  fea.” 

Concerning  this  overthrow  of  Satan’s  viflble  kingdom 
on  earth,  I  would,  1.  Show  wherein  this  overthrow  of 
Satan’s  viflble  kingdom  will  chiefly  conflft ;  2.  The  ex¬ 
tent  and  univerfality  of  this  overthrow. 

1.  I  would  fliow  wherein  this  overthrow  of  Satan’s 
kingdom  will  chiefly  conflft.  I  fliall  mention  the  par¬ 
ticular  things  in  which  it  will  conflft,  without  pretend¬ 
ing  to  determine  in  what  order  they  fliall  come  to  pals, 
or  which  fliall  be  accomplilhed  firft,  or  whether  they 
fliall  be  accomnliflied  together. 

(1)  Hereftes,  and  infidelity,  and  fuperftition,  among 
thofe  who  have  been  brought  up  under  the  light  of  the 
gofpel,  will  then  be  aboliftied.  Then  there  will  be  an 
end  to  Socinianifm,  and  Arianifm,  and  Quakerifm, 
and  Arminianifm ;  and  Deifm,  which  is  now  fo  bold 
and  confident  in  infidelity ,  fliall  then  be  crufhed,  and 
driven  away,  and  vanifli  to  nothing ;  and  all  fliall  agree 
in  the  fame  great  and  important  doctrines  of  the  gofpel; 
agreeable  to  that  in  Zech.  xiv.  9.  “  And  the  Lord  fliall 
“  be  king  over  all  the  earth  :  in  that  day  fliall  there 
“  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name  one.”  Then  fliall  be  a- 
bolhned  all  fuperftitious  ways  of  worfhip,  and  all  fliall 
agree  in  worfhipping  God  in  his  own  ways  :  Jer.  xxxii. 
39.  “  And  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  one  way, 
<c  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever,  for  the  good  of 
“  them,  and  of  their  children  after  them.” 


(2)  The 
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(2)  The  kingdom  of  Antichrift  fliall  be  utterly  over¬ 
thrown.  His  kingdom  and  dominion  has  been  much 
brought  down  already  by  the  vial  poured  out  on  his 
throne  in  the  Reformation  ;  but  then  it  lhall  be  utterly 
deftroyed.  Then  lhall  be  proclaimed,  “  Babylon  is  fal- 
!en,is  fallen.”  When  the  feventh  angel  founds,  <(  the 
“  time,  times  and  half,  lhall  be  out,  and  the  time  fhall 
be  no  longer.”  Then  lhall  be  accomplifhed  concern¬ 
ing  Antichrift  the  things  which  are  written  in  the  1 8th 
chapter  of  Revelation  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon,  that 
great  city  Rome,  or  the  idolatrous  Roman  government, 
that  has  for  fo  many  ages  been  the  great  enemy  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  fir  ft  under  Heathenifm,  then  under 
Popery  :  that  proud  city  which  lifted  herfelf  up  to  hea¬ 
ven,  and  above  God  himfelf  in  her  pride  and  haughti- 
nefs  ;  that  cruel,  bloody  city,  lhall  come  down  to  the 
ground.  Then  lhall  that  be  fulfilled,  If.  xxvi.  5.  c‘  For 
he  bringeth  down  them  that  dwell  on  high, the  lofty  city 
“  he  layeth  it  low,  helayeth  it  low,  even  to  the  ground, 
u  he  bringeth  it  even  to  the  dull.”  She  lhall  be  thrown 
“  down  with  violence,  like  a  great  millftone  calf  into 
<c  the  fea,  and  fliall  be  found  no  more  at  all,  and  lhall 
“  become  an  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every 
<c  foul  fpirit,  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful 
<c  bird.”  Now  fhall  lhe  be  ft  ripped  of  all  her  glory, 
and  riches,  and  ornaments,  and  lhall  be  caft  out  as  an 
abominable  branch,  and  lhall  be  troden  down  as  the 
mire  of  the  ftreets.  All  her  policy  and  craft,  in  which 
lhe  fo  abounded,  fhall  not  fave  her  And  God  fhall 
make  his  people,  who  have  been  fo  perfecuted  by  her, 
to  come  and  put  their  foot  on  the  neck  of  Antichrift, 
and  he  fliall  be  their  footftool.  All  the  ftrength  and 
wifdom  of  this  great  whore  lhall  fail  her,  and  there 
fliall  be  none  to  help  her.  The  kings  of  the  earth, 
who  before  gave  their  power  and  ftrength  to  the  bealf, 
fliall  now  hate  the  whore,  and  lhall  make  her  defolate 
and  naked,  and  lhall  eat  her  flefh,  and  burn  her  with 
fire,  Rev.  xvii.  16. 

(3)  That  other  great  kingdom  which  Satan  has  fet 
up  in  oppolltion  to  the  Chriftian  church,  viz.  his  Ma¬ 
hometan  kingdom,  fliall  be  utterly  overthrown.  The 
locufts  and  horfemen  in  the  9th  of  Revelation,  have 
their  appointed  and  limited  time  let  them  there,  and  the 

falfe 
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falfe  prophet  lhall  be  taken  and  dehroyed.  And  then, 
though  Mahometanifm  has  been  fo  vahly  propagated  in 
the  world,  and.  is  upheld  by  fuch  a  great  empue,  this 
fmoke,  which  has  alcended  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit, 
fhall  be  utterly  fcattered  before  the  light  of  that  glo¬ 
rious  day,  and  the  Mahometan  empire  (ball  fall  at  the 
found  of  the  great  trumpet  which  iliall  then  be  blown. 

(4)  Jewilh  infidelity  {hall  then  be  overthrown.  How¬ 
ever  obhinate  they  have  been  now  for  above  1700  years 
in  their  rejection  of  Chrift,  and  inftances  of  the  con- 
verlion  of  any  of  that  nation  have  been  lo  very  rare 
ever  fince  the  deft: ruction  of  Jerufalem,  but  tliey  have, 
againft  the  plain  teachings  of  their  own  prophets,  con¬ 
tinued  to  approve  of  the  cruelty  or  their  forefathers  in 
crucifying  Chrift  *,  yet  when  this  day  comes,  the  thick 
vail  that  blinds  their  eyes  (hall  be  removed,  2  Cor.  iii. 
16. ;  and  divine  grace  fhall  melt  and  renew  their  hard 
hearts,  “  and  they  lhall  look  on  him  whom  they  have 
“  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourn- 
“  eth  for  his  only  fon,  and  fhall  be  in  bitternefs  as  one 
c‘  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft-born,”  Zecli.  xii.  10. 


&c.  And  then  lhall  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  be  laved  :  the 
jews  in  all  their  difperfions  fhall  caff  away  their  old  in¬ 
fidelity,  and  fhall  wonderfully  have  their  hearts  chan¬ 
ged,  and  abhor  themfelves  for  their  paft  unbelief  and 
obffinacy  *,  and  fhall  flow  together  to  the  bleffed  Jefus, 
penitently,  humbly,  and  joyfully  owning  him  as  their 
glorious  King  and  only  Saviour,  and  fhall  with  all  their 
hearts,  as  with  one  heart  and  voice,  declare  his  praiies 
unto  other  nations. 

Nothing. is  more  certainly  foretold  than  this  national 
converiion  of  the  Jews  is  in  the  nth  chapter  of  Ro¬ 
mans.  And  there  are  alio  many  pafTages  of  the  Old 
Teltament  which  cannot  be  interpreted  in  any  other 
fenfe,  which  I  cannot  now  hand  to  mention.  Befldes 
the  prophecies  of  the  calling  of  the  Jews,  we  have  a  re¬ 
markable  leal  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  event  in 
providence,  by  a  thing  which  is  a  kind  of  continual 
miracle,  viz.  their  being  preferved  a  dihinct  nation  in 
fuch  a  difperfed  condition  for  above  1600  years.  The 
world  affords  nothing  elfe  like  it.  There  is  undoubted¬ 
ly  a  remarkable  hand  of  providence  in  it.  When  they 
fhall  be  called,  then  lhall  that  ancient  people,  that  were 
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alone  God’s  people  for  fo  long  a  time,  be  God’s  people 
again,  never  to  be  rejected  more  :  they  {hall  then  be  ga¬ 
thered  into  one  fold  together  with  the  Gentiles  ;  and'fo 
alio  di all  the  remains  of  the  ten  tribes,  where-ever  they 
be,  and  though  they  have  been  rejeHed  much  longer 
than  the  Jews,  be  brought  in  with  their  brethren  die 
Jews.  The  prophecies  ofliofea  efpecially  feem  to  hold 
tins  forth,  that  in  the  future  glorious  times  of  the 
church,  both  Judah  and  Ephraim,  or  Judah  and  the 
ten  tribes,  {hall  be  brought  in  together,  and  {hall  be 
united  as  one  people,  as  they  formerly  were  under  Da¬ 
vid  and  Solomon  ;  as  Hof.  i.  n.  ;  and  fo  in  the  lall 
chapter  of  Hofea,  and  other  parts  of  his  prophecy. 

Though  we  do  not  know  the  time  in  which  this  con- 
verlion  of  the  nation  of  Ifrael  will  come  to  pafs ;  yet 
thus  much  we  may  determine  by  fcripture,  that  it  will 
be  before  the  glory  of  the  Gentile  part  of  the  church 
fhall  be  fully  accomplifhed  ;  becaufe  it  is  faid,  that 
their  coming  in  fhall  be  life  from  the  dead  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  Piom.  xi.  12.  i 

(5)  Then  {hall  alio  Satan’s  Heathenilh  kingdom  be 
overthrown.  Grofs  Heathenifm  now  pofTeiTes  a  great 
part  of  the  earth,  and  there  are  fuppofed  to  be  more 
Heathens  now  in  the  world,  than  or  all  other  profes¬ 
sions  taken  together,  Jews,  Mahometans,  or  Chrifrians. 
But  then  the  Heathen  nations  fhall  be  enlightened  with 
the  glorious  gofpel.  There  will  be  a  wonderful  fpirit 
ol  pity  towards  them,  and  zeal  for  their  inftruffion 
and  converflon  put  into  multitudes,  and  many  fhall  go 
forth  and  carry  the  gofpel  unto  them  ;  and  then  fhall 
the  joyful  found  be  heard  among  them,  and  the  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs  {hall  then  arife  with  his  glorious  light 
ihining  on  thole  many  vaft  regions  of  the  earth  that 
have  been  covered  with  Heathenilh  darknefs  for  many 
thou  land  years,  many  of  them  doubtlefs  ever  fince  the 
times  of  Moles  and  Abraham,  and  have  lain  thus  long 
in  a  miferable  condition,  under  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the 
.devil,  who  has  all  this  while  blinded  and  befooled  them, 
and  domineered  over  them,  and  made  a  prey  of  them 
from  generation  to  generation.  Now  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  gofpel  {hall  found  there,  and  they  fhall  be 
brought  out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light. 

It  is  promifed,  that  Heathenifm  ihall  thus  be  deftroy- 
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ed  in  many  places.  God  has  faid,  That  the  gods  that 
have  not  made  thefe  heavens  and  this  earth,  {hall  periih 
from  the  earth,  and  from  under  thefe  heavens,  Jer.  x* 
11.  and  that  he  will  utterly  abolifh  idols,  If.  ii.  18. — — 
Then  {hall  the  many  nations  of  Africa,  the  nations  of 
negroes,  and  other  Heathens  who  chiefly  fill  that  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  world,  who  now  feem  to  be  in  a  hate  but 
little  above  the  beads,  and  in  many  refpe£ts  much  be¬ 
low  them,  be  enlightened  with  glorious  light,  and  deli¬ 
vered  from  all  their  darknefs,  and  fhall  become  a  civil, 
Chridian,  underdanding,  and  holy  people.  Then  fhall 
the  vaft  continent  of  America,  which  now  in  lo  great  a 
part  of  it  is  covered  with  barbarous  ignorance  and  cruel¬ 
ty,  be  every  where  covered  with  glorious  gofpel-light 
and  Chridian  love  ;  and  indead  of  worfhipping  the  de¬ 
vil,  as  now  they  do,  they  fhall  ferve  God,  and  praifes 
fhall  be  fling  every  where  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  the 
bleffed  Saviour  of  the  world.  So  may  we  expert  it  will 
be  in  that  great  and  populous  part  of  the  world,  the 
Lad  Indies,  which  are  now  moftly  inhabited  by  the 


worihippers  of  the  devil ;  and  fo  throughout  that  vafr 

country  Great  Tartary :  and  then  the  kingdom  of 

Chrift  will  be  edablifhed  in  thofe  continents  which  have 

been  more  lately  difcovered  towards  the  north  and 

* 

fouth  poles,  where  now  men  differ  very  little  from  the 
wild  beads,  excepting  that  they  worlliip  the  devil,  and 
beads  do  not.  The  fame  will  be  the  cafe  with  refpeff 
to  thofe  countries  which  have  never  yet  been  difcovered* 
Thus  will  be  glOrioufly  fulfilled  that  in  li.  xxxv.  1. 
“  The  wildernefs  and  the  folkary  place  fhall  be  glad 
<(  for  them  :  and  the  defert  fhall  rejoice,  and  blolfom  as 
“  the  rofe.”  See  alfo  verf.  6  7. 

2.  Having  thusfhown  wherein  this  overthrow  of  Satan’s 
kingdom  willcondd,  I  come  now  to  the  thing  to  be  obfer- 
Ved  concerning  it,  viz.  its  univerfal  extent.  The  visible 
kingdom  of  Satan  fhall  be  overthrown,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Cllrid  fet  up  on  the  ruins  of  it,  every  where  through¬ 
out  the  whole  habitable  globe.  Now  fhall  the  promife 
made  to  Abraham  be  fulfilled,  That  u  in  him  and  in 
u  his  feed  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhall  be  bleffed 
and  Clirid  now  fliall  become  the  defire  of  all  nations, 
agreeable  to  Haggai  ii.  7.  Now  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
fhall  in  the  mod  Ariel  and  literal  fenfe  be  extended  to 
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&tl  nations,  and  the  whole  earth.  There  are  many  paf- 
fages  of  fcripture  that  can  be  underdood  in  no  other 
fenie.  What  can  be  more  univerfal  than  that  in  If.  xi.- 
9.  (t  For  the  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
“  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea.”  As  much  as  to 
fay,  As  there  is  no  part  of  the  channel  or  cavity  of  the 
lea  any  where,  but  what  is  covered  with  water  ;  fo  there 
fhall  be  no  part  of  the  world  of  mankind  but  what 
fhall  be  covered  with  the  knowledge  of  God.  So  it  is 
foretold  in  Ii.  xlv.  22.  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 
fhall  look  to  Chrid,  and  be  faved.  And  to  fhow 
that  the  words  are  to  be  underdood  in  the  moft  univer¬ 
sal  fenfe,  it  is  faid  in  the  next  verfe,  “  I  have  fworn 

by  myfelf,  the  wrord  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  righ* 

teoufneis,  and  fhall  not  return,  that  unto  me  every 
“  knee  fhall  bow,  every  tongue  fhall  fwear.” 

So  the  mod  univerfal  exprefiion  is  ufed,  Dan.  vii.  27* 
u  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatnefs 
“  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  fhall  be 
<£  given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  Mod  High 
6i  God.”  You  fee  the  exprefiion  includes  all  under  the 
'whole  heaven . 

When  the  devil  was  cad  out  of  the  R.oman  empire, 
becaufe  that  was  the  highed  and  principal  part  of  the 
world,  and  the  other  nations  that  were  left  were  low 
and  mean  in  companion  of  thofe  of  that  empire,  it  was 
reprefentecl  as  Satan’s  being  cad  out  of  heaven  to  the 
earth,  Rev.  xii.  9;  but  it  is  reprefented  that  he  fhall 
be  cad  out  of  the  earth  too,  and  fhut  up  in  hell,  Rev* 

xx.  j.  2.  3.— - This  is  the  greated  revolution  by  far 

that  ever  came  to  pals  :  therefore  it  is  faid  in  Rev.  xvi. 
17.  18.  That  on  the  pouring  out  of  the  feventh  vial, 
there  was  a  great  earthquake,  fucli  as  was  not  flnce 
men  were  upon  earth,  fo  mighty  an  earthquake  and  fo 
great.  And  this  is  the  third  great  difpenfation  of  pro¬ 
vidence  which  is  in  fcripture  compared  to  Chrid’s  co¬ 
ming  to  judgement.  So  it  is  in  Rev.  xvi.  15.  There, 
after  the  ilxth  vial,  and  after  the  devil’s  armies  were  ga¬ 
thered  together  to  their  great  battle,  and  jud  before 
Chrid’s  glorious  vi&ory  over  them,  it  is  faid,  “  Behold 
<c  I  come  quickly  ;  bldfed  is  he  that  watcheth,  and 
c<  keepeth  his  garments.”  So  it  is  called  ChriJVs  coming 
in  2  Thef.  ii.  8.  Speaking  of  Antichrifh  it  is  laid, 

“  And 
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«  And  then  fhall  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the 
*(  Lord  {hall  confume  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and 
u  fhall  deftroy  with  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming.”  See 
alfo  Dan.  vii.  13.  14.  where  Chrift’s  coming  to  fet  up  his 
kingdom  on  earth,  and  to  deftroy  Antichrift,  is  called 
coming  with  clouds  of  heaven.  And  this  is  more  like 
Chrift’s  laft  coming  to  judgement,  than  any  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  difpenfations  which  are  lo  called,  on  tliefe  ac¬ 
counts. 

( 1 )  That  the  difpenfation  is  fo  much  greater  and  more 
univerfal,  and  fo  more  like  the  day  of  judgement, 
which  refpe&s  the  whole  world, 

(2)  On  account  of  the  great  fpiritual  refurreClion 
there  will  be  of  the  church  of  God  accompanying  it, 
more  refembling  the  general  relurre&ion  at  the  end  or 
the  world  than  any  other.  This  fpiritual  refurreciion, 
is  the  refurreclion  fpoken  of  as  attended  with  judge¬ 
ment,  Rev.  xx.  4. 

(3)  Becaufe  of  the  terrible  judgements  and  fearful 
deftru&ion  which  lhall  now  be  executed  on  God’s  ene¬ 
mies.  There  will  doubtlefs  at  the  introducing  of  this 
difpenfation  be  a  vifible  and  awful  hand  of  God  againit 
blafphemers,  Deifts,  and  obftinate  heretics,  and  other 
enemies  of  Chrift,  terribly  dellroying  them,  with  re¬ 
markable  tokens  of  wrath  and  vengeance ;  and  efpe- 
ciafty  will  this  difpenfation  be  attended  with  terrible 
judgements  on  Antichrift  ;  and  the  cruel  perfecutors 
who  belong  to  the  church  of  Rome,  fhall  in  a  moft  aw- 

u 

ful  manner  be  deftroyed  *,  which  is  compared  to  a  call¬ 
ing  of  Antichrift  into  the  burning  flame,  Dan.  vii.  1 1. 
and  to  cafting  him  alive  into  the  lake  that  burns  with 
lire  and  brimftone,  Rev.  xix.  20. 

Then  fhall  this  cruel  perfecuting  church  fufFer  thofe 
judgements  from  God,  which  fhall  be  far  more  dread¬ 
ful  than  her  crueleft  perfecutions  of  the  faints,  agree¬ 
able  to  Rev.  xviii.  6.  7. - The  judgements  which  God 

fhall  execute  on  the  enemies  of  the  church,  are  fo  great, 
that  they  are  compared  to  God’s  fending  great  hail- 
Hones  from  heaven  upon  them,  every  one  of  the  weight 
of  a  talent,  as  it  is  laid  on  the  pouring  out  of.  the  fe- 
venth  vial,  Rev.  xvi.  21.  “  And  there  fell  upon  men  a 
“  great  hail  out  of  heaven,  every  ftone  about  the 

weight  of  a  talent  ;  and  men  blafphemed  God,  be** 
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“  canfe  of  the  plague  of  the  hail ;  for  the  plague  there- 
“  of  was  exceeding  great.”  And  now  fhall  be  that 
treading  of  the  wine-prefs  fpoken  of,  Rev.  xiv.  19.20. 

(4)  i  bis  lh all  put  an  end  to  the  church’s  fuffering 
hate,  and  fhall  be  attended  with  their  glorious  and  joy¬ 
ful  prailes.  I  he  church’s  affliffed  hate  is  long,  being 
continued,  excepting  feme  ihort  intermillions,  from  the 
refurre£lion  of  Chriff  to  this  time.  Rut  now  lhall  a  fi¬ 
nal  end  be  put  to  her  fuffering  hate.  Indeed  after  this 
near  the  end  of  the  world,  the  church  fhall  be  greatly 
threatened  ;  but  it  is  laid,  it  lhall  be  but  for  a  little  fea- 
ion,  liev.  xx.  g.  :  for  as  the  times  of  the  church’s  reh 
ate  but  ihort,  before  the  long  day  of  her  afflictions  are 
at  an  end  ;  !o  whatever  affliction  fhe  may  fuffer  after 
tuis,  it  will  be  very  Ihort  ;  but  otherwife  the  day  of  the 
church’s  affliction  and  perfecution  lliali  now  come  to  a 
final  end.  The  feriptures,  in  many  places,  fpeak  of 
tnis  time  as  the  end  of  the  fuffering  hate  of  the  church, 
ho  if.  li.  22.  God  lays  to  his  church  with  refpeCt  to 
this  time,  <c  Behold,  I  have  taken  out  of  thine  hand  the 
<c  cup  of  trembling,  even  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  my 
lury,  thou  (halt  no  more  drink  it  again.”  1  hen 
fhall  that  be  proclaimed  to  the  church.  If.  xl.  1.  2. 

Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  faith  your 
u  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerufalem,  and  cry 
iC  unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  aecomplifhed,  that  her 
*c  iniquity  is  pardoned  :  for  Ihe  hath  received  of  the 
Lord  s  hand  double  for  all  her  lins  ”  Alfo  that  in 
If.  li v,  8.  q.  belongs  to  this  time.  And  lo  that  in  If. 
lx.  20.  “  The  I  ^ord  fhall  be  thine  everlafring  light,  and 
“  the  days  of  thy  mourning  fhall  be  ended.”  And  lb 
Zeph.  hi.  1  “  The  I  mrd  hath  taken  away  thy  judue- 

*  j  *  J  O 

meats,  he  hath  calf  out  thine  enemy  :  the  King  of 
“  ffrael,  even  the  Lord,  is  in  the  midit  of  thee  :  thou 
lhalt  not  fee  evil  any  more.” 

The  time  which  had  been  before  this,  had  been  the 
church’s  fowing-time,  wherein  fhe  fowed  in  tears  and  in 
blood  ;  but  now  is  her  harveff,  wherein  fhe  will  come 
again  rejoicing,  bringing  her  fheaves  with  her.  Now 
the  time  of  the  travail  of  the  woman  clothed  with  the 
fun  is  at  an  end  :  now  fhe  hath  brought  forth  her  fon  : 
for  this  glorious  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
through  the  world,  is  what  the  church  had  been  in  tra¬ 
vail 
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vail  for,  with  fuch  terrible  pangs,  for  fo  many  ages  : 
If.  xxvi.  17.  “  Like"  as  a  woman  with  child  that  draw- 
“  eth  near  the  time  of  her  delivery,  is  in  pain,  and 
<<  crieth  out  in  her  pangs  ;  lo  have  we  been  in  thy  fight, 

“  O  Lord.”  See  If.  lx.  20.  and  lxi.  10.  11. - And 

now  the  church  ihall  forget  her  lorrow,  flnce  a  m«.n— 
child  is  born  into  the  world  :  now  lucceed  her  joyful 
praife  and  triumph.  Her  praifes  Ihall  then  go  up  to 
God  from  all  parts  of  the  earth  ;  as  If.  xlii.  10.  1 1.  12. 
And  praife  Ihall  not  only  hll  the  earth,  but  alio  hea¬ 
ven.  The  church  on  earth,  and  the  church  in  heaven, 
ihall  both  gloriouily  rejoice  and  praife  God,  as  with  one 
heart,  on  that  occalion.  Without  doubt  it  will  be  a 
time  of  very  diftinguiihed  joy  and  praife  among  the  ho¬ 
ly  prophets  and  apoRies,  and  the  other  faints  in  hea¬ 
ven  :  Rev.  xviii.  20.  u  Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven, 
<«  and  ye  holy  apoftles  and  prophets,  for  God  hath  a- 

venged  you  on  her.”  See  how  universal  thefe  praties 
will  be  in  If.  xliv.  23.  “  Sing,  O  ye  heavens,  for  the  Lord 
“  hath  done  it :  ihout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  : 
“  break  forth  into  tinging,  ye  mountains,  O  foreif,  and 
u  every  tree  therein  :  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Ja- 
<£  cob,  and  glorified  himfeif  in  Ifrael.”  See  what  joyful 
praifes  are  fung  to  God  on  this  occalion  by  the  univer- 
fal  church  in  heaven  and  earth,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
19th  chapter  of  Revelation. 

(^)  This  difpenfation  is  above  all  preceding  ones  like 
ChriR’s  coming  to  judgement,  in  that  it  lo  puts  an  end 
to  the  former  Rate  of  the  world,  and  introduces  the  e- 
verlafting  kingdom  of  ChriR.  Now  Satan’s  vilible 
kingdom  Riall  be  overthrown,  after  it  had  Rood  ever 
fince  the  building  of  Babel ;  and  the  old  heavens  and 
the  old  earth  (hall  in  a  greater  meafure  be  palled  away 
then  than  before,  and  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth 
iet  up  in  a  far  more  glorious  manner  than  ever  be* 
fore. 

Thus  I  have  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  ChriR’s  pur- 
chafe  lias  been  carried  on  through  the  times  of  the  af¬ 
flicted  Rate  of  the  ChriRian  church,  from  ChriR’s  re- 
furrection,  till  Antichrift  is  fallen,  and  Satan’s  vilible 

kingdom  on  earth  is  overthrown. - Therefore  I  come 

Uow, 

Secondly* 
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Secondly,  To  (how  how  the  fuccefs  of  redemption 
be  carried  on  through  that  fpace  wherein  the  Chri- 
ihan  church  ihali  for  the  moft  part  be  in  a  hate  of  peace 
and  profperity.  And  in  order  to  this,  I  would, 

1.  Speak;  of  the  profperous  hate  of  the  church 
through  the  greater  part  of  this  period. 

2.  Of  the  great  apoftafy  there  fhall  be  towards  the 
dole  of  it  :  how  greatly  then  the  church  ihali  be  threat¬ 
ened  by  her  enemies  for  a  ihort  time. 

I.  1  would  fpeak  of  the  profperous  hate  of  the 
church  through  the  greater  part  of  this  period.  And 
in  doing  this,  I  would,  i.  Defcrihe  this  profperous  hate 
of  the  church  ;  2.  Say  fomething  of  its  duration. 

1/?,  I  would  defcrihe  the  profperous  hate  the  church 
ihali  be  in. 

And,  in  the  general,  I  would  obferve  two  things. 

1.  1  hat  this  is  moft  properly  the  time  of  the°king- 
dom  of  heaven  upon  earth.  Though  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  was  in  a  degree  fet  up  foon  after  Chriit’s  refur- 
reckon,  and  in  a  further  degree  in  the  time  of  Conftan- 
tine  ;  and  though  the  Chriftian  church  in  all  ages  of  it 
is  called  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ,  yet  this  time  that  we 
are  upon,  is  the  principal  time  of  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  upon  earth,  the  time  principally  intended  by  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel,  which  fpeak  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  whence  the  Jews  took  the  name  of  the  kingdom 
cf  heaven . 

2.  Now  is  the  principal  fulfilment  of  all  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  the  Old  Teftament  which  fpeak  of  the  glorious 
times  of  the  gofpel  which  ihali  be  in  the  latter  days. 
Though  there  has  been  a  glorious  fulfilment  of  thofe 
prophecies  already,  in  the  times  of  the  apoilles,  and  of 
Conftantine  *,  yet  the  expreiftons  are  too  high  to  fuit 
any  other  time  entirely,  but  that  which  is  to  fucceed 
the  fall  of  Antichrift.  This  is  moft  properly  the  glo¬ 
rious  day  of  tfte  gofpel.  Other  times  are  only  forerun¬ 
ners  and  preparatories  to  this  :  other  times  were  the 
feed-time,  but  this  is  the  liarveft. — ~  But  more  parti¬ 
cularly, 

(1)  It  will  be  a  time  of  great  light  and  knowledge. 
The  prefent  days  are  days  of  darknefs,  in  companion 
of.  thofe  days.  The  light  of  that  glorious  time  ihali  be 
fo  great,  that  it  is  represented  as  though  there  Should 
then  be  no  night,  but  only  day  j  no  evening  nor  dark- 

nefs. 
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nefs.  So  Zech.  xiv.  6.  7.  “  And  it  fhall  come  to  pa fs 
in  that  day,  that  the  light  fhall  not  be  clear,  not  daik. 

<c  But  it  fhall  be  one  day,  which  fhall  be  known  to  the 
i(  Lord,  not  day,  nor  night  :  but  it  fhall  come  to  pais, 
cC  that  at  evening- time  it  fhall  be  light.  - -  It  is  fur¬ 

ther  reprefented,  as  though  God  would  then  give  inch 
light  to  his  church,  that  it  fhould  lo  much  exceed  the 
glory  of  the  light  oi  the  fun  and  moon,  that  they  fhould 
be  afhamed  :  If.  xxiv.  23.  “  Then  the  moon  fhall  be 
“  confounded,  and  the  fun  afhamed,  when  the  Lord 
(c  of  holds  fhall  reign  in  Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerufa- 
“  lent,  and  before  his  ancients  glorioufly*” 

There  is  a  kind  of  vail  now  caff  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  world,  which  keeps  them  in  darknefs  :  but  then 
this  vail  fhall  be  deftroyed  :  if.  xxv.  7.  “  And  he  will 
-  <c  deffroy  in  this  mountain  the  face  or  the  covering  cait 
“  over  all  people,  and  the  vail  that  is  fpread  over  all 
<c  nations.”  And  then  all  countries  and  nations,  even 
thole  which  are  now  moil  ignorant,  fhall  be  full  of 
light  and  knowledge.  Great  knowledge  fhall  prevail 
every  where.  It  may  be  hoped,  that  then  many  of  the 
Negroes  and  Indians  will  be  divines,  and  that  excellent 
books  will  be  publifhed  in  Africa,  in  Ethiopia,  in  far- 
tary,  and  other  now  the  mold  barbarous  countries;  and 
not  only  learned  men,  but  others  of  more  ordinary  e- 
ducation,  fhall  then  be  very  knowing  in  religion  :  If. 
xxxii.  3.  4.  “  The  eyes  of  them  that  fee,  iliall  not  be 
“  dim  ;  and  the  ears  of  them  that  hear,  ihall  hearken. 
“  The  heart  alfo  of  the  rafh  ihall  underhand  know- 
5<  ledge.”  Knowledge  then  fhall  be  very  univerfal  a- 
mong  all  forts  of  perfons  ;  agreeable  to  Jer.  xxxi.  34. 
*c  And  they  ihall  teach  no  more  every  man  his  neigh- 
hour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  faying,  Know  the 
(£  Lord  :  for  they  fhall  all  know  me,  from  the  leaid  of 
€c  them  unto  the  greateft  of  them.” 

There  fhall  then  be  a  wonderful  unravelling  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  clearing  up 
of  Teeming  inconfiifencies  :  <£  So  crooked  things  fhall 
u  be  made  flraight,  and  rough  places  fhall  be  made  plain, 
and  darknefs  fhall  become  light  before  God’s  peo- 
<c  pie.”  Difficulties  in  feripture  fhall  then  be  cleared 
up,  and  wonderful  things  ihall  be  difeovered  in  the 
word  of  God,  which  were  never  difeovered  before. 
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The  great  difcovery  of  thofe  things  in  religion  which 
haci  been  be  to  re  kept  hid,  feems  to  be  compared  to  re¬ 
moving  the  vail,  and  difeovering  the  ark  of  the  tefti- 
mony  to  the  people,  which  before  ufed  to  be  kept  in 
tne  iecret  part  of  the  temple,  and  was  never  feen  by 
t.iern.  .  Hips,  at  the  founding  of  the  feventh  anoel, 
when  it  is  proclaimed,  “  that  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of 
“  llls  thrift  it  is  added,  that  “  the  temple  of  God 
was  opened  in  heaven,  and  there  was  feen  in  his  tem¬ 
ple  the  ark  of  his  teftament.”  So  great  Ihall  he  the 
mcreafe  of  knowledge  in  this  time,  that  heaven  ihall  be 
as  it  were  opened  to  the  church  of  God  on  earth. 

(2)  It  ihall  be  a  time  of  great  holinefs.  Now  vital 
religion  Ihall  every  where  prevail  and  reign.  Religion 
mad  not  be  an  empty  profeffion,  as  it  now  moftly  is, 
but  holinefs  of  heart  and  life  ihall  abundantly  prevail. 
Thole  times  ihall  be  an  exception  from  what  Chrift  fays 
ol  the  ordinary  hate  of  the  church,  viz.  that  there 
ihall  be  but  few  faved  j  for  now  holinefs  H. all  become 
general  :^If.  lx.  21 .  “  Thy  people  alio  ihall  be  all  righ¬ 
teous.  Not  tnat  there  will  be  none  remaining  in  a 
Ch  rihlefs  condition  5  but  that  vifible  wickednefs  (hall  be 
fupprdled  every  where,  and  true  holinefs  ihall  become 
general,^  though  not  univeiTal.  And  it  ihall  be  a  won¬ 
derful  time,  not  only  for  the  multitude  of  godly  men, 
but  for  eminencv  of  grace  :  If.  Ixv.  20.  “  There  ihall 
bw  no  more  thence  an  infant  or  days,  nor  an  old 
man  that  hath  not  filled  his  days  :  for  the  child  ihall 
me  an  hundred  years  old,  but  tiie  tinner  being  an 
“.hundred  years  old,  ihall  be  accurfed.”  .And  Zech. 
Xu.  8.  “  He  that  is  feeble  among  them  at  that  day  (hall 
“  be  as  David  ;  and  the  horde,  of  David  ihall  be  as  God, 
“  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  before  them.’*  And  holi- 
nels  ihall  then  be  as  it  were  infcribed  on  every  thing,  on 
ad  mens  common  builnefs  and  employments,  and  the 
common  uteniils  of  file  :  all  (hall  be  as  it  were  dedica¬ 
ted  to  God,  and  applied  to  holy  purpofes  :  every  thing 
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And  her  racrehar.dife  and  her  hire  ihall  be  holinef 


“  to  the  Lord. 

^  , 

O  ^ 


And  fo  Zech.  xiv.  20,  21. 
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heart,  fo  they  fhall  be  alfo  in  holinefs  of  life  and  prac¬ 
tice. 

« 

(3)  It  fhall  be  a  time  wherein  religion  fhall  in  every 
*  refpeft  be  uppermoft  in  the  world.  It  fhall  be  had  in 
great  efteem  and  honour.  The  faints  have  hitherto  fof 
the  moll  part  been  kept  under,  and  wicked  men  have 
governed.  But  now  they  will  be  uppermoft.  The  king¬ 
dom  lhall  be  given  into  the  hands  of  the  faints  of  the 
i(  Moft  High  God,”  Dan.  vii.  27.  And  they  fhall 
reign  on  earth,”  Rev.  v.  10.  ff  They  fhall  live  and 
sc  reign  with  Chilli  a  thoufand  years,”  Rev.  xx.  4.  In 
that  day,  fuch  perfons  as  are  eminent  for  true  piety  and 
religion,  lhall  be  chiefly  promoted  to  places  of  truft  and 
authority.  Vital  religion  fhall  then  take  pofleflion  of 
kings  palaces  and  thrones ;  and  thole  who  are  in  high- 
eft  advancement  lhall  be  holy  men  :  If.  xlix.  23. 
c<  And  kings  fhall  be  thy  nurfing-fathers,  and  their 
queens  thy  nurflng-mothers.”  Kings  fhall  employ  all 
their  power,  and  glory,  and  riches,  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  honour  and  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  good 
of  his  church  :  If.  lx.  16.  “  Thou  (halt  alfo  fuck  the 
u  milk  of  the  Gentiles,  and  fhalt  fuck  the  breafts  of 
**  kings.”  And  the  great  men  of  the  world,  and  the 
rich  merchants,  and  others  who  have  great  wealth  and 
influence,  lhall  devote  ali  to  Chrift  and  his  church  : 
Rfal.  xlv.  12.  u  The  daughter  of  Tyre  fhall  be  there 
u  with  a  gift,  even  the  rich  among  the  people  fhall  in- 
u  treat  thv  favour.” 

{4)  Thofe  will  be  times  of  great  peace  and  love. 
There  lhall  then  be  univerfal  peace  and  a  good  under- 
itanding  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  inftead  of 
fuch  confufion,  wars,  and  blood-fhed,  as  has  hitherto 
been  from  one  age  to  another  :  If.  ii.  4.  “  And  he  lhall 
u  judge  among  the  nations,  and  fhall  rebuke  many  peo- 
u  pie  :  and  they  fhall  beat  their  fwords  into  plow-fhares, 
and  their  fpears  into  pruning-hooks  :  nation  lhall  not 
“  lift  up  fword  againft  nation,  neither  fhall  they  learn  war 
any  more.”  80  it  is  reprdented  as  if  all  inftrumcnts 
of  war  fhould  be  deftroyed,  as  being  become  ufelefs  : 
Ffal.  xlvi.  9.  “  He  maketh  wars  to  ceafe  unto  the  end  of 
c<  the  earth  :  he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the 
c<  fpear  in  funder,  he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire.” 
See  alfo  /Cecil.  ix.  10.  Then  lhall  ail  nations  dwell 
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quietly  and  fafely,  without  fear  of  any  enemy.  If. 
xxxii.  1 3.  u  And  my  people  fhall  dwell  in  a  peaceable 
“  habitation,  and  in  fure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet’ reft- 
“  ing-places.”  Alfo  Zech.  viii.  i  o.  11. 

And  then  fhall  malice,  and  envy,  and  wrath,  and 
revenge,  be  fuppreffed  every  where,  and  peace  and  love 
fhall  prevail  between  one  man  and  another;  which  is 
mod:  elegantly  fct  forth  in  If.  xi.  6. —  10.  Then  fhall 
there  be  peace  and  love  between  rulers  and  ruled.  Ru¬ 
lers  fhall  love  their  people,  and  with  all  their  might  feek 
their  heft  good  ;  and  the  people  fhall  love  their  rulers, 
and  fliall  joyfully  fubmit  to  them,  and  give  them  that 
honour  which  is  their  due.  And  fo  fliall  there  be  an 
happy  love  between  minifters  and  their  people  :  Mai. 
iv.  6.  “  And  he  fhall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the 
ci  children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fa- 
<c  thers.”  Then  fliall  fiourifh  in  an  eminent  manner 
thoie  Chriftian  virtues  of  meeknefs,  forgivenefs,  long- 
fuffering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  brotherly  -kindnefs, 
thofe  excellent  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Men,  in  their  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofition,  fliall  then  be  like  the  Lamb  of  God, 
the  lovely  Jefus.  The  body  fhall  be  conformed  to  the 
head. 

Then  fliall  all  the  world  be  united  in  one  amiable  fo- 
ciety.  All  nations,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  on  every 
fide  of  the  globe,  fhall  then  he  knit  together  in  fweet 
harmony.  All  parts  of  God’s  church  fliall  aflift  and 
promote  the  fpiritual  good  of  one  another.  A  com¬ 
munication  fhall  then  be  upheld  between  all  parts  of 
the  world  to  that  end  ;  and  the  art  of  navigation,  which 
is  now  applied  fo  much  to  favour  mens  coyetoulhefs 
and  pride,  and  is  ufed  fo  much  by  w  icked  debauched 
men,  fhall  then  be  confecrated  to  God,  and  applied  to 
holy  ules,  as  we  read  in  If.  lx.  5.  —  9.  And  it  will 
then  be  a  time  wherein  men  will  be  abundant  in  expref- 
fing  their  love  one  to  another,  not  only  in  words,  but 
in  deeds  of  charity,  as  we  learn,  If.  xxxii  5.  u  The 
<(  vile  perfon  fliall  be  no  more  called  liberal,  nor 
iC  the  churl  faid  to  be  bountiful ;  ”  and,  verf.  3.  But 
<c  the  liberal  devifeth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal 

things  fliall  he  hand.” 

(c)  ft  will  be  a  time  of  excellent  order  in  the  church 
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church  will  then  be  fettled  and  put  into  praCtice.  All 
the  world  fhail  then  be  as  one  church,  one  orderly,  re¬ 
gular,  beautiful  fociety.  And  as  the  body  fhali  be  one, 
fo  the  members  lhall  be  in  beautiful  proportion  to  each 
other.  Then  lhall  that  be  verified  in  Pfal.  cxxii.  3. 

Jerufalem  is  builded  as  a  city,  that  is  compact  toge- 
fi  tlier.” 

(6)  The  church  of  God  lhall  then  be  beautiful  and 
glorious  on  thefe  accounts  ;  yea,  it  will  appear  in  per¬ 
fection  of  beauty:  If.  lx.  1.  <c  A  rife,  fhine,  for  thy 
(i  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  up- 

on  thee.”  If.  lxi.  10.  He  hath  covered  me  with  the 
“  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  him- 
(C  felf  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adorneth  herfejf 
<c  with  her  jewels.”  On  thefe  forementioned  accounts, 
the  church  will  then  be  the  greateft  image  of  heaven  it- 
felf. 


(7)  That  will  be  a  time  of  the  greateft  temporal  pro- 
fperity.  Such  a  fpiritual  hate  as  we  have  juft  de- 
fcribed,  has  a  natural  tendency  to  temporal  profpe- 
rity :  it  has  a  tendency  to  health  and  long  life  ;  and 
that  this  will  actually  be  the  cafe,  is  evident  by  Zecli. 
viii.  4.  u  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  holts,  There  lhall  yet 
old  men  and  old  women  dwell  in  the  Itreets  of  Je- 
cc  rufalem,  and  every  man  with  his  ftafFin  his  hand  for 
*c  very  age.”  It  has  alfo  a  natural  tendency  to  procure 
eafe,  quietnefs,  pleafantnels,  and  chearfulnefs  of  mind, 
and  alfo  wealth,  and  great  increafe  of  children  ;  as  is 
Intimated  in  Zech.  viii.  5.  “  And  the  Itreets  of  the  city 
lhall  be  lull  of  boys  and  girls  playing  in  the  Itreets 

C(  thereof.” - But  further,  the  temporal  profperity  of 

the  people  of  God  will  alio  be  promoted  by  a  remark¬ 
able  blefting  from  heaven  :  If.  lxv.  21.  “  They  (hall 
<c  build  houfes,  and  inhabit  them  ;  and  they  lhall  plant 
cc  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them.”  And  in  Mic. 
iv.  4.  “  But  they  fhali  fit  every  man  under  his  vine, 
“  and  under  his  fig-tree,  and  none  fhali  make  them  a- 
fc  fraid.”  Zech.  viii.  12.  “  For  the  feed  lhall  be  pro- 
“  lperous,  the  vine  fhail  give  her  fruit,  and  the  ground 
fhail  give  her  increafe,  and  the  heavens  fhail  give 
“  their  dew,  and  I  will  caufe  the  remnant  of  this  peo- 
<c  pie  to  poifefs  all  thele  things.”  See  alfo  Jer.  x^xi. 
12.  13.  and  Amos  ix.  13.  Yea  then  they  fhail  receive 
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ail  manner  of  tokens  of  God’s  prefence,  and  accept¬ 
ance,  and  favour  :  jer.  xxxiii.  9.  “  And  it  fhall  be  to 
me  a  name  or  joy,  a  praife  and  an  honour  before  all 
U  t^e  nations  of  the  earth,  which  fhall  hear  all  the 
good  that  I  do  unto  them  :  and  they  fhall  fear  and 
tremble  for  all  the  goodnefs  and  for  all  the  profpe- 
**  rity  that  I  procure  unto  it.”  Even  the  days  of  Solo¬ 
mon  were  but  an  image  of  thofe  days,  as  to  the  tem¬ 
poral  profperity  which  fhall  obtain  in  them. 

(8)  It  will  alfo  be  a  time  of  great  rejoicing:  If.  xxxv. 
10.  u  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  return  and 
*€  come  to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon 
<(  their  heads  :  they  fhall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and 
<u  borrow  and  fighing  fhall  flee  away.”  Chap.  lv.  12. 

for  ye  lhail  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with 
*(  peace:  the  mountains  and  the  hills  fhall  break  forth 
before  you.”  Chap.  Ixvi.  1 1.  “  That  ye  may  fuck,  and 
(<  be  fatisflcd  with  the  breafls  of  her  confolations  :  that 
u  ye  may  milk  out,  and  be  delighted  with  the  abundance 
(i  of  her  glory.”  Chap.  xii.  3.  u  With  joy  fhall  ye 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.”  —  Then 
will  be  a  time  of  feafting.  That  will  be  the  church’s 
glorious  wedding-day,  fo  far  as  her  wedding  with  Chrift 
fhall  ever  be  upon  earth  :  Rev.  xix.  7.  Let  us  be  glad 
“  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him  ;  for  the  mar- 
u  riage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made 
herfelr  ready.”  Verfl  9,  <(  Blefied  are  they  which 
4<  are  called  to  the  marriage -flipper  of  the  Lamb.” — — 
But  I  come  now, 

2 dlyy  To  fay  fomething  of  the  duration  of  this  Rate 
of  the  church’s  profperity.  On  this  1  fhall  be  very  brief. 
The  feriptures  every  where  reprefent  it  to  be  of  long 
continuance.  The  former  intervals  of  reft  and  profpe¬ 
rity,  as  we  before  obferved, .  are  represented  to  be  but 
fhort '  but  the  reprefentations  of  this  Rate  are  quite  difl 
ferent :  Rev.  xx.  ft.  u  And  I  faw  the  fouls  of  them  that 
e‘  were  beheaded  for  the  witnefs  of  Jefus,  —  and  they 
lived  and  reigned  with  Chrift  a  thoufand  years."  If. 
lx.  15.  “‘-Whereas  thou  haft  been  foriaken  and  hated, 
“  fo  that  no  man  went  through  thee,  I  will  make  thee 
an  eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  generations” 
This  may  fuftice  as  to  the  profperous  Rate  of  the 
church  through  the  greater  part  of  the  period  from  the 
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deftru&ion  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  in  the  world  to 
Chrift’s  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  judgement. 

II.  I  now  come  to  ipeak  of  the  great  apoftaiy  there 
fhould  be  towards  the  clofe  of  this  period,  and  how  e- 
minently  the  church  ihould  be  for  a  inert  time  threat¬ 
ened  by  her  enemies.  And  this  I  Ihall  ao  undei  th,ee 

particulars:  ^  ,, 

1.  A  little  before  the  end  of  the  world,  tneie  inali 

be  a  very  great  apoftafy,  wherein  great  part  01  the 
world  {hall  fall  away  from  Chrift  and  his  church.  It  is 
faid  in  Rev.  xx.  3.  that  Satan  ihould  be  caft  into  the 
bottomlefs  pit,  and  fhut  up,  and  have  a  feaL  fet  upon 
him,  that  he  ihould  deceive  the  nations  no  moie  tid 
the  thoufand  years  ihould  be  fulfilled  y  and  that  after 
that  lie  mull  be  looied  out  of  his  prifon  101  a  hole  lea-' 
fon.  And  accordingly  we  are  told,  in  the  /to  and  8th 
verfes,  that  when  the  thoufand  years  are  expired,  Satan 
ihall  be  loofed  out  of  his  prifon,  and  ihould  go  forth 
to  deceive  the  nations,  which  are  in  the  foui  quaiteis 
of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog.  Which  feems  to  ihow 
as  though  the  apoftafy  would  be  very  geneiaL.  Tht 
nations  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth  ihall  be  de¬ 
ceived  y  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  ihall  now  turn 
enemies  to  Ciirift  ihall  be  vaftiy  great,  as.  the  arin^  olr 
Gog  and  Magog  is  reprefented  in  Ezekiel,  and  as  it  is 
faid  in  Rev.  xx.  8.  that  the  number  of  them  is  as  the 
fand  of  the  lea,  and  that  they  went  upon  the  breadth 
of  the  earth,  as  though  they  were  an  army  big  enough 
to  reach  from  one  fide  of  the  earth  to  the  other.  * 
Thus  after  fuch  an  happy  and  glorious,  feafon,  fuch 
a  long  day  of  light  and  holme  is,  of  love,  and  peace, 
and  joy,  now  it  (hall  begin  again  to  be  a  dark  time. 
Satan  ihall  begin  to  fet  up  his  dominion  again  in  the 
world.  This  world  ihall  again  become  a  feene  of  dark- 
nefs  and  wickedneis.  rXhe  bottomiels  pit  or  hell  ihall 
be  opened,  and  devils  ihall  come  up  again  out  of  it, 
and  a  dreadful  fmoke  (hall  afeend  to  darken  the  world. 
And  the  church  of  Chrift,  inftead  of  extending  to  the 
utmoft  bounds  of  the  world,  /  •  oefore,  ihall  be 

reduced  to  narrow  limits  a  world  of  man¬ 
kind  being  com.  m  ‘  te  ol  fuch  great 
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to  ferve  their  luft  and  corruption.  This  we  learn  from 
-Luke  xvn.  2 6.  &c. 

2.  Inoie  apoftates  (hall  make  great  oppofition  to  the 
chut  eh  ox  God.  lhe  church  'hall  Teem  to  be  eminent¬ 
ly  threatened  with  ^a  hidden  and  entire  overthrow  by 

'  !,S  f"d*  Satan  *all  gather  them  together  to 
b<Ktle,  as  the  fand  on  the  fea-lhore ;  and  they  went  up 

n  he  oreadth  of  the  earth,  and  compared  the  camp 
or  the  faints  about,  and  the  beloved  city.  So  that  this 
e  oved  city  Ihall  feem  juft  ready  to  be  (wallowed  up  by 

Cnemi“  'hal1  not  on'y  threaten  her,  but 
hm!  aefuady  nave  gathered  together  againft  her  ;  and 

<  only  fo,  but  Ihall  have  bafieged  her,  ihall  have 
com  palled  her  about  on  every  fide. 

I  here  is  nothing  in  the  prophecy  which  fee  ms  to 

h0  ,  \or,th  as  til0us!l  fhe  church  had  actually  fallen  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  as  the  church  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
.  -  ntichmt,  to  whom  it  was  given  to  make  war  with 
the  -amts,  and  to  overcome  them.  God  will  never  fuf- 

,  th's  to  be  again  after  the  fall  of  Antichrift  :  for 
then  the  day  of  her  mourning  ihall  be  ended.  But  the 

church  ihall  feem  moft  eminently  threatened  with  utter 
and.  indden  definition. 


3-  Now  the  Rate  of  things  will  feem  moft  remarka- 
Jiy  i.o  cad  for  Chriit’s  immediate  appearance  to  judge¬ 
ment.  For  then  the  world  ihall  be  filled  with  the  moft 
aggravated  wickednefs  that  ever  it  was.  For  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  world  ihall  have  become  viiibly  wic- 
fcedand  open  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  their  wickednefs 
h)all  be  dreadfully  aggravated  by  their  apoftafv.  Be- 
.iore  the  fail  of  Antichrift,  moft  of  the  world  was  full 
or  viiibly  wicked  men.  But  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
are  poor  Heathens,  who  never  enjoyed  the  light  of  the 
goipcl ;  and  others  are  thole  that  have  been  bred  up  in 
the  Mahometan  or  Popilh  darknefs.  But  thefe  are 
thoie  that  have  apoftatifed  from  the  Chriftiau  church, 
anu  the  vifible  kingdom  of  Chrift,  in  which  they  en¬ 
joyed  the  great  light  and  privileges  of  the  glorious  times 
of  the  church,  which  Ihall  be  incomparably  greater 
than  the  light  and  privileges  which  the  church  of  God 
enjoys  now,  This  apoftafv  will  be  moft  like  the  apo- 
ftaiy  of  the  devils  of  any  that  ever  had  before  b?en  ; 
for  the  devils  apoftatifed,  and  turned  enemies  to  Chrift, 
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though  they  enjoyed  the  light  of  heaven  ;  and  thefe 
will  apoftatife,  and  turn  enemies  to  him,  though  they 
have  enjoyed  the  light  and  privileges  of  the  glorious 
times  of  the  church.  That  fuch  lhould  turn  open  and 
avowed  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  fhould  leek  the  ruin  of 
his  church,  will  cry  aloud  for  fuch  immediate  vengeance 
as  was  executed  on  the  devils  when  they  fell. 

The  wickednefs  of  the  world  will  remarkably  call  for 
ChritVs  immediate  appearing  in  flaming  fire  to  take 
vengeance  on  them,  becaufe  of  the  way  in  which  they 
lhall  manifeft  their  wickednefs,  which  will  be  by  fcof- 
fing  and  blafpheming  Chrift  and  liis  holy  religion  ;  and 
particularly,  they  will  feoff  at  the  notion  of  Chrift’s  co¬ 
ming  to  judgement,  of  which  the  church  lhall  be  in 
expectation,  and  of  which  they  will  warn  them.  For 
now  doubtlefs  will  be  another  fulfilment,  and  the  great- 
eft  fulfilment,  of  2  Pet.  iii.  3.  4.  “  Knowing  this  fir  ft, 
“  that  there  fhall  come  in  the  laft  days  fcofters,  walk- 
i(  ing  after  their  own  lulls,  and  laying,  Where  is  the 
<c  promile  of  his  coming  ?  For  fince  the  fathers  fell  a- 
<£  flecp,  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  be- 
<£  ginning  of  the  creation.”  They  lhall  be  in  no  ex- 
pebtation  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  to  judgement,  and 
fhall  laugh  at  the  notion.  They  lhall  trample  all  fuch 
things  under  foot,  and  lhall  give  up  themfelvee  to  their 
luffs,  or  to  eat  and  drink,  and  wallow  in  fenfual  de¬ 
lights,  as  though  they  were  to  be  here  for  ever.  They 
fhall  defpife  the  warnings  the  church  lhall  give  them  of 
the  coming  of  Chrift  to  judgement,  as  the  people  of  the 
old  \Vorld  defpifed  what  Noah  told  them  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  flood,  and  as  the  people  of  Sodom  did  when 
Lot  faid  to  them,  “  The  Lord  will  dcllroy  this  city.” 
Their  wickednefs  on  this  account  will  cry  aloud  to 
heaven  for  Chrift’s  appearing  in  flaming  lire  to  take 
vengeance  of  his  enemies  ;  and  alfb  bccaufe  another 
way  that  they  lhall  exercile  their  wickednefs  will  be  in 
the  wicked  defign  and  violent  attempt  they  fhall  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  againft  the  holy  city  of  God,  againft  that  holy 
city,  wherein  lately,  and  for  lb  long  a  time,  fo  much 
of  the  religion  of  Chrift  had  been  leen.  They  fhall 
then  be  about  to  perpetrate  the  moll  horrid  delign  a- 
gainft  this  church. 

And  the  numeroufnefs  of  the  wicked  that  fhall  then 
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be,  is  another  thing  which  (hall  efpecialiy  call  for 
Ch rift’s  coming  :  for  the  world  will  doubtlefs  then  be 
exceeding  full  of  people,  having  continued  fo  long  in 
fo  gieat  a  ftate  of  profperity,  without  fuch  terrible  de- 
folating  extremities,  as  wars,  peftilences,  and  the  like, 
to  dimini  n  them.  And  the  mo  ft  of  this  world,  which 
fhall  be  fo  populous,  will  be  fuch  wicked  contemptuous 
apoftates  from  God.  iJndoubtedly  that  will  be  a  day 
wherein  the  world  will  be  by  far  fuller  of  wickednefs 
than  ever  before  it  was  from  the  foundation  of  it.  And. 
if  the  wickednefs  of  the  old  world,  when  men  began 
to  multiply  on  the  earth,  called  for  the  deftruflion  of 
the  world  by  a  deluge  of  waters,  this  wickednefs  will  as 
much  call  for  its  deftru&ion  by  a  deluge  of  lire. 

Again,  the  circumftances  of  the  church  at  that  day 
will  arfo  eminently  call  for  the  immediate  appearing  of 
Chrift,  as  they  will  be  compafted  about  by  their  blaft* 
phemous  murderous  enemies,  juft  ready  to  be  fwaliow- 
ed  up  Dy  them.  And  it  will  be  a  molt  diftreffing  time 
with  the  church,  excepting  the  comfort  they  will  have 
in  the  hope  of  deliverance  from  God  :  for  ail  other 
help  will  feern  to  fail.  The  .cale  will  be  come  to  the 
iaft  extremity,  and  there  will  be  an  immediate  need  that 
Chrift  ihould  come  to  their  deliverance.  And  though 
the  church  fhall  be  fo  eminently  threatened,  yet  fo  will 
Providence  order  it,  that  it  fhall  be  preferred  till  Chrift 
ihall  appear  in  his  immediate  prefence,  coming  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father  with  all  his  holy  angels.  And  then 
will  come  the  time  when  all  the  eiedt  fhall  be  gathered  in. 

1  hat  work  of  converfion  which  has  been  carried  on  from 
the  beginning  of  the  church  after  the  fall  through  all  thofe 
ages,  fhall  be  carried  on  no  more.  There  never  fhall 
another  foul  be  converted.  Every  one  of  thofe  many 
millions,  whole  names  were  written  in  the  book  of  life 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  fhall  be  brought 
in  \  not  one  foul  fhall  be  loft.  And  the  myfticai  body  of 
Chrift,  which  has  been  growing  fince  it  firff  began  in  the 
days  of  Adam,  will  be  complete  as  to  number  of  parts, 
having  every  one  of  its  members.  In  this  refpe£t,  the 
work  of  redemption  will  now  be  ftnifhed.  And  now 
the  end  for  which  the  means  of  grace  have  been  inftr- 
tuted  fhall  be  obtained.  All  that  effect  which  was  in¬ 
tended 
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tended  to  be  accomplifhed  by  them  fliall  now  be  accom- 
plilhed. 

Sect.  II. 

riOHus  I  have  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifds  re- 
\  JL  demption  has  been  accomplilhed  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Chriftian  church  under  the  means  of 
grace.  We  have  feen  what  great  revolutions  there  have 
been,  and  are  to  be,  during  this  fpace  of  time ;  how 
the  great  wheels  of  providence  have  gone  round  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  that  kind  of  fuccefs  of  ChrifFs 
purchafe,  which  confifts  in  the  beftowment  of  grace  on 
the  elect :  and  we  are,  in  the  profecution  of  the  fub- 
jecl,  come  to  the  time  when  all  the  wheels  have  gone 
round  :  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  ftate  of  it  is  finifh- 

'  o 

ed,  and  all  things  are  ripe  for  Chrifds  coming  to  judge* 
ment. 

You  may  remember,  that  when  I  began  to  difcourft 
of  this  third  propolidon,  viz.  That  from  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chrifl  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the  whole  time 
is  taken  up  in  procuring  the  fuccefs  and  effect  of  Chrifds 
purchafe  of  redemption,  I  obferved,  that  the  fuccefs 
of  Chrifds  purchafe  is  of  two  kinds,  confiding  either 
in  grace  or  glory  ;  and  that  the  fuccefs  confiding  in  the 
former  of  thefe,  is  to  be  feen  in  thofe  works  of  God 
which  are  wrought  during  thofe  ages  that  the  church 
is  continued  under  the  means  of  grace  ;  and  that  the 
fuccefs,  confiding  in  the  latter,  will  chiefly  be  accom- 
plilhed  at  the  day  of  judgement. 

Having  already  fhown  hew  the  former  kind  of  fuccefs 
has  been  accomplished,  1  come  now,  in  the  fecond 
place,  to  the  latter,  viz.  that  kind  of  fuccefs  which  is 
accom plilhed  in  the  beftowment  of  glory  on  the  church, 
which  lhall  chiefly  be  bellowed  on  the  church  at  the 

day  of  judgement. - —  And  here  I  would  mention  two 

$r  three  things  in  the  general  concerning  this  kind  of 
fuccefs  of  Chords  purchafe. 

1.  How  great  the  iucceis  of  Chrifds  purchafe  is,  chief* 
ly  appears  in  this.  The  fuccels  of  Cirri  IPs  purchafe 
does  furamarily  confill  in  the  falvatiori  of  the  eleef.  But 
this  beflowment  .of  glory  is  eminently  called  their  fal~ 
vation  ;  Heb.  ix.  28.  “  To  them  that  look  for  him,  lhall 
'  X  &  u  he  N 
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u  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin  unto  falva- 

tion.” - So  it  is  called  redemption ,  being  eminently 

that  wherein  the  redemption  of  the  church  confifls. 
So  in  Eph.  iv.  30.  <c  Sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemp- 
“  tion  and  Luke  xxi.  28.  and  Eph.  i.  14.  u  Re* 
66  dernption  of  the  purchafed  pofTeffion.” 

2.  All  that  is  before  this,  while  the  church  is  under 
the  means  of  grace,  is  only  to  make  way  for  the  fuccefs 
which  is  to  be  accomplifhed  in  the  beflowment  of  glory. 
The  means  of  grace  are  to  fit  for  glory  ;  and  God’s 
grace  itfelf  is  beitowed  on  the  elect  to  make  them  meet 
for  glory. 

3.  All  thofe  glorious  things  which  were  brought  to 
pal's  for  the  church  while  under  the  means  of  grace, 
are  but  images  and  fhadows  of  this.  So  were  thofe 
glorious  things  which  were  accomplifhed  for  the  church 
in  the  days  of  Conflantine  the  Great  ;  and  fo  is  all 
that  glory  which  is  to  be  accomplifhed  in  ihe  glorious 
times  of  the  church  which  are  to  fucceed  the  fall  of 
Antichrift.  As  great  as  it  is,  it  is  all  but  a  fhadow  of 
what  will  be  bellowed  at  the  day  of  judgement  :  and 
therefore,  as  I  have  already  often  obferved,  all  thofe 
preceding  glorious  events,  by  which  God  wrought 
glorious  things  for  his  church,  are  fpoken  of  in  ferip- 
ture  as  images  of  Chrift’s  lall  coming  to  judgement. 

Rut  I  haften  more  particularly  to  fhow  how  this  kind 
of  fuccefs  of'  Chrift’s  purchafe  is  accomplilhed. 

1 .  Chrifl  will  appear  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with 
all  his  holy  angels,  coming  in  the  ciouds  of  heaven. 
"When  the  world  is  thus  revelling  in  their  wickednefs, 
and  comparing  the  holy  city  about,  juft  ready  to  de- 
flroy  it,  and  when  the  church  is  reduced  to  fuch  a  great 
ilrait,  then  fhall  the  glorious  Redeemer  appear.  He 
through  whom  this  redemption  has  all  along  been  car¬ 
ried  on,  he  fhall  appear  in  the  fight  of  the  world  ;  the 
light  of  his  glory  lhall  break  forth  *,  the  whole  world 
ih all  immediately  have  notice  of  it,  and  they  lhall  lift 
up  their  eyes  and  behold  this  wonderful  light.  It  is 
laid,  “  Every  eye  fhall  fee  him,”  Rev.  i.  7. — —  Chrifl 
fhall  appear  coming  in  his  human  nature,  in  that  fame 
body  which  was  brought  forth  in  a  liable,  and  laid  in  a 
manger,  and  which  afterwards  was  fo  cruelly  ufed,  and 
nailed  to  the  crofs. 

Men 
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Men  {hall  now  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  fee  him  coming 
in  fuch  majefty  and  glory  as  now  is  to  us  utterly  incon¬ 
ceivable.  The  glory  of  the  iun  in  a  clear  firmament, 
will  be  but  darknefs  in  comparifon  of  it ;  and  all  the 
glorious  angels  and  archangels  fhall  attend  upon  him, 
thoufand  thoufands  miriiftering  to  him,  and  ten  thou¬ 
fand  times  ten  thoufand  round  about  him.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  a  perfon  will  he  then  appear  from  what  he  did  at 
his  firft  coming,  when  he  was  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry 
ground,  a  poor,  defpifed,  afflicted  man  !  How  different 
now  is  his  appearance,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  glorious 
angels,  principalities,  and  powers,  in  heavenly  places, 
attending  him  as  his  ordinary  lervants,  from  what  it 
was  when  in  the  midft  of  a  ring  of  loldiers,  with  his 
mock  robe  and  his  crown  of  thorns,  to  be  buffeted  and 
fpit  upon,  or  hanging  on  the  crols  between  two  thieves, 
with  a  multitude  of  his  enemies  about  him  triumphing 
over  him ! 

This  fight  will  be  a  moft  unexpected  light  to  the  wick¬ 
ed  world  :  it  will  come  as  a  cry  at  midnight  :  they  ihall 
be  taken  in  the  midft  of  their  wickedneis,  and  it  will 
give  them  a  dreadful  alarm.  It  will  at  once  break  up 
their  revels,  their  eating,  and  drinking,  and  caroming. 
It  will  put  a  quick  end  to  the  delign  of  the  great  army 
that  will  then  be  compaffing  the  camp  of  the  faints  :  it 
will  make  them  let  drop  their  weapons  out  of  their 
hands.  The  world,  which  will  then  be  very  full  of 
people,  moft  of  whom  will  be  wicked  men,  will  then 
be  filled  with  dolorous  fhrieking  and  crying  5  for  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  earth  {hall  wail  becaufe  of  him,  Rev. 
i.  7.  And  where  ll> all  they  hide  themfelves  ?  How 
will  the  fight  of  that  awful  majefty  terrify  them  when 
taken  in  the  midft  of  their  wickednefs  ?  Then  they 
{hall  fee  who  he  is,  what  kind  of  a  perfon  he  is,  whom 
they  have  mocked  and  fcoffed  at,  and  whole  church 
they  have  been  endeavouring  to  overthrow.  'T  his  fight 
will  change  their  voice.  The  voice  of  their  laughter 
and  finging,  while  they  are  marrying  and  giving  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  the  voice  of  their  fcoffing,  Ihall  be  changed 
into  hideous,  yea  hellifti  yelling.  Their  countenances 
fhall  be  changed  from  a  fhow  of  carnal  mirth,  haughty 
pride,  and  contempt  of  God’s  people  j  it  iliall  put 
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on  a  ftiew  of  ghaftly  terror  and  amazement  ;  and  trem¬ 
bling  and  chattering  of  teeth  (hall  feize  upon  them. 

But  with  refpeft  to  the  faints,  the  church  of  Chrifl, 
it  O', all  be  a  joyful  and  moft  glorious  fight  to  them  :  for 
this  fight  will  at  once  deliver  them  from  all  fear  of  their 
enemies,  who  were  before  compaffing  them  about,  juft 
ready  to  fwailow  them  up  Deliverance  (hall  come  in 
tht.ii  extremity  :  the  glorious  Captain  of  their  falvation 
iliall  appear  for  them,  at  a  time  when  no  other  help  ap¬ 
peared.  .  1  hen  fhall  they  lift  up  their  heads,  and  their 

redemption  lhali  be  drawing  nigh,  Luke  xxi.  28. _ - 

j^Vnd  thus  Chrifl  will  appear  with  infinite  majefty,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  they  ihall  fee  infinite  love  in  his 
countenance  to  them  .And  thus  to  fee  their  Redeemer 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  will  fill  their  hearts 
full  of  gladnefs.  Their  countenances  alfo  fhall  be 
changed,  but  not  as  the  countenances  of  the  wicked, 
but  fhall  be  changed  from  being  forrowful,  to  be  ex¬ 
ceeding  joyful  and  triumphant.  And  now  the  work  of 
redemption  will  be  hnifhed  in  another  fenfe,  viz.  that 
the  whole  church  fhall  be  completely  and  eternally 
fiecd  from  all  peifecution  and  xnoleflation  from  wicked 


men  and  devils. 

2.  The  laft  trumpet  fhall  found,  and  the  dead  fhall 
be  raifed,  and  the  living  changed.  God  fent  forth  his 
angels  with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  to  gather  toge¬ 
ther  his  elefl  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  in  a 
my  hi  cal  fenfe,  before  the  deftruflion  of  Jerufalem  ;  i.  c. 
he  fent  forth  the  apoftles,  and  others,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  all  over  the  world.  And  fo  in  a  myftical  fenfe 
the  great  trumpet  was  blown  at  the  beginning  of  the 
glorious  times  of  the  church.  But  now  the  great  trum¬ 
pet  is  blown  in  a  more  literal  fenfe,  with  a  mighty 
found,  which  flukes  the  earth.  There  will  be  a  great 
lipnal  given  by  a  mighty  found  made,  .which  is  called 
the  voice  of  the  archangel ,  as  being  the  angel  of  greateft 
ftrength,  1  Thef.  iv.  1 6.  “  For  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall 
*c  deicend  from  heaven  with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of 

the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God.”  On 
the  found  of  the  great  trumpet,  the  dead  fhall  be  raifed 
every  where.  Now  the  number  of  the  dead  is  very 
great,  How  many  has  death  cut  down  for  fo  long  a 
time  as  fmee  the  world  has  hood,  But  then  the  num¬ 
ber 
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ber  will  be  much  greater  after  the  world  fhall  have  hood 
fo  much  longer,  and  through  moft  of  the  remaining 
time  will  doubtlefs  be  much  fuller  of  inhabitants  than 
ever  it  has  been.  All  thefe  fhall  now  rife  from  t  re 
dead.  The  graves  (hall  be  opened  every  where  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  the  fea  fhall  give  up  the  innu¬ 
merable  dead  that  are  in  it,  Rev.  xx.  13. 

And  now  all  the  inhabitants  that  ever  fhall  have  been 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  from  the  beginning  oi  the 
world  to  that  time,  fhall  all  appear  upon  earth  at  once  ; 
all  that  ever  have  been  of  the  church  of  God  in  all  a- 
ges,  Adam  and  Eve,  the  firff  parents  of  mankind,  and 
Abel,  and  Seth,  and  Methufelah,  and  all  the  faints, 
who  were  their  contemporaries,  and  Noah,  and  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  prophets  of  Ilrael,  and 
the  faints  in  the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  all 
that  were  of  the  church  in  their  times  *,  and  all  the  ho¬ 
ly  apoftles  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all  the  faints  of  their 
times  ;  and  all  the  holy  martyrs  under  the  ten  Heathen 
perfecutions  ;  and  all  who  belonged  to  the  church  in 
its  wildernefs-ftate,  during  the  dark  times  of  Antichriir, 
and  all  the  holy  martyrs  who  have  fuffered  under  the 
cruelty  of  the  Popilh  perfecutions  ;  and  all  the  faints 
of  the  prefenttime,  and  all  the  faints  who  are  here  in  this 
affembly  among  the  reft;  and  all  that  fhall  be  from 
lienee  to  the  end  of  the  world. - Now  alfo  all  the  ene¬ 

mies  of  the  church  that  have  or  fhall  be  in  all  the  ages 
of  the  world,  lhall  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
again  ;  all  the  wicked  killed  in  the  flood,  and  the  mul¬ 
titudes  that  died  all  over  the  world  among  God’s  pro- 
fefting  people,  or  others  ;  all  that  died  in  all  the  Hea¬ 
then  nations  before  Chrift,  and  all  wicked  Heathens, 
and  Jews,  and  Mahometans,  and  Papifts,  that  have  died 
fince  ;  all  fhall  come  together.  Sinners  of  all  forts  ;  de¬ 
mure  hypocrites  ;  thole  who  have  the  faireft  and 
beft  outfide,  and  open  profane  drunkards,  whorema- 
fters,  heretics,  Deifts,  and  all  cruel  pcrfecutors,  and 
all  that  have  died  or  fhall  die  in  fin  amongll  us. 

And  at  the  fame  time  that  the  dead  are  railed,  the 
living  fhall  be  changed.  The  bodies  of  the  wicked  who 
fhall  then  be  living,  fhall  be  fo  changed  as  to  fit  them  for 
eternal  torment  without  corruption  ;  and  the  bodies  of 
$11  the  living  faints  fhall  be  changed  to  be  like  Ch rift's 

glorious 
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glorious  body,  I  Cor.  xv.  51.  52.  53. - The  bodies  of 

the  laints  lhall  be  fo  changed  as  to  render  them  for 
ever  incapable  of  pain,  or  affliftion,  or  uneafinefs  ;  and 
all  that  dullnefs  and  heavinefs,  and  all  that  deformity 
which  their  bodies  had  before,  lhall  be  put  off;  and’ 
they  lhall  put  on  ftrength,  and  beauty,  and  activity, 
and  incorruptible  unfading  glory.  And  in  fuch  glory 
lliall  the  bodies  of  all  the  rifen  faints  appear. 

.  And  now  the  work  of  redemption  lhall  be  finilhed 
in  another  refpeft  viz.  that  all  the  eleft  lhall  now  be 
actually  ledeemed  in  both  foul  and  body,  Before  this, 
the  woik  of  redemption,  as  to  its  actual  fuccefs,  was 
but  incomplete  and  imperfect ;  for  only  the  fouls  of  the 
redeemed  were  actually  faved  and  glorified,  excepting  in 
iorne  few  inftances  :  but  now  all  the  bodies  of  °the 
faints  lhall  be  faved  and  glorified  together  ;  all  the  e- 
left  lhall  be  glorified  in  the  whole  man,  and  the  foul  and 
body  in  union  one  with  the  other. 

3.  Now  lhall  the  whole  church  of  faints  be  caught 
up  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  all 
wicked  men  and  devils  lhall  be  arraigned  before  the 
judgement-feat.  When  the  dead  faints  are  raifed,  then 
the  whole  church,  confiding  of  all  the  elect  through 
all  ages,  will  be  Handing  together  on  the  face  of  the 
eaith,  at  lead  all  excepting  thofe  few  whofe  bodies  were 
glorified  before  ;  and  then  they  lhall  all  mount  up  as 
with  wings  in  the  air  to  meet  Chrift  :  for  it  feems  that 
Chrid,  when  he  comes  to  judgement,  will  not  come 
quite  down  to  the  ground,  but  his  throne  will  be  fixed 
in  the  air,  in  the  region  of  the  clouds,  whence  he  may 
be  feen  by  all  that  vad  multitude  that  lhall  be  gathered 
before  him.  The  church  of  faints  therefore  lhall  be 
taken  up  from  the  earth  to  afeend  up  to  their  Saviour. 
Thus  the  apodle  tells  us,  that  when  the  dead  in  Chrid 
are  raifed,  and  the  living  changed,  then  thofe  who  are 
alive  and  remain,  lhall  be  caught  up  together  with  them 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  fo  lhall  we  be  ever 
with  the  Lord,  i  Thef.  iv.  16.  17.  What  a  wonderful 
fight  will  that  be,  when  all  the  many  millions  of  faints 
are  feen  thus  mounting  up  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ! 

Then  lhall  the  work  of  redemption  be  finilhed  in  an¬ 
other  refpetd  :  then  lhall  the  whole  church  be  perfectly 
and  for  ever  delivered  from  this  prefent  evil  world, 

for 
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for  ever  forfake  this  curfed  ground  :  they  ft  all  take 
their  everlafting  leave  of  this  earth,  where  they  have 
been  ftrangers,  and  which  has  been  for  the  molt  part 
fuch  a  feene  of  their  trouble  and  for  row  ;  where  the  de¬ 
vil  for  the  moft  part  has  reigned  as  god,  and  has  great¬ 
ly  molefted  them,  and  which  has  been  fuch  a  feene  or 
wickednefs  and  abomination  *,  where  Chrift  their  Lord 
has  been  cruelly  ufed  ;  and  where  they  have  been  fo  ha¬ 
ted,  and  reproached,  and  perfecuted,  from  age  to  age, 
through  moft  of  the  ages  of  the  world.  T-hey  lhall 
leave  it  under  foot  to  go  to  Chrift,  and  never  lhall  fet 
foot  on  it  again.  And  there  lhall  be  an  everlafting  re¬ 
paration  made  between  them  and  wicked  men.  Before 
they  were  mixed  together,  and  it  was  impoffible  in  ma¬ 
ny  inftances  to  determine  which  were  which  *  but  now 
all  lhall  become  vilible  ;  both  faints  and  linners  lhall 

appear  in  tlieir  true  characters. 

Then  lhall  all  the  church  be  feen  flowing  together  in 
the  air  to  the  place  where  Chrift  lhall  have  fixed  his 
throne,  coming  from  the  eaft  and  weft,  and  north  and 
fouth,  to  the  right  hand  of  Chrift.  What  a  mighty 
cloud  of  them  will  there  be,  when  all  that  ever  have 
been  of  the  church  of  God,  all  that  were  before  Chrift, 
all  that  multitude  of  faints  that  were  in  the  apoftles 
time,  and  all  that  were  in  the  days  of  Conftantine  the 
Great,  and  all  that  were  before  and  fince  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  and  alfo  all  that  great  multitude  of  faints  that 
(hall  be  in  all  the  glorious  times  of  the  church,  when 
the  whole  earth  lhall  for  fo  many  generations  be  full  of 
faints,  and  alfo  all  that  lhall  be  then  living  when  Chrift 
(ball  come  *,  I  fay,  what  a  cloud  of  them  will  there  be, 
when  all  thefe  are  feen  flocking  together  in  the  region 
of  the  clouds  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift  ! 

And  then  alfo  the  work  of  redemption  will  be  finilh- 
cd  in  another  refpeCt,  viz.  that  then  the  church  lhall 
all  be  gathered  together.  They  all  belonged  to  one 
fociety  before,  but  yet  were  greatly  feparated  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  place  of  their  habitation  ;  fome  being  in 
heaven,  and  fome  on  earth  ;  and  thofe  who  were  on 
earth  together  were  feparated  one  from  another,  many 
of  them  by  wide  oceans,  and  vaft  continents.  But  now 
they  lhall  all  be  gathered  together,  never  to  be  fepara¬ 
ted  any  more.  And  not  only  lhall  all  the  members  of 
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the  church  fi6w  be  gathered  together,  but  all  fhail  be 
gathered  unto  their  Head,  into  his  immediate  glorious 
prdence,  never  to  be  feparated  from  him  any  more. 
2 his  never  came  to  pafs  till  now. 

*he  fame  time,  all  wicked  men  and  devils  fhail  be 
brought  before  the  judgement-feat  of  Chrift.  Thefe 
hiall  be  gathered  to  the  left  hand  of  Clirilf,  and,  as  it 
Iwlitis,  will  lliil  remain  upon  the  earth,  and  fhail  not  be 
caught  up  into  the  air.  as  the  faints  ftiall  be.  The 
devil,  that  old  ferpent,  fhail  now  be  dragged  up  out 
of  hell.  He9  that  hr  if  procured  the  fall  and  mifery  of 
mankind,  and  has  fo  fet  himfelf  again  ft  their  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  has  all  along  fhown  himfelf  fuch  an  invete* 
late  enemy  to  the  Redeemer,  now  he  fhail  never  more 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  church  of  God,  or  be 
furFered  in  the  leaft  to  aftlidt  or  rnoleft  any  member  of 
it  any  more  for  ever.  Inftead  of  that,  now  he  mull 
be  judged,  and  receive  the  due  reward  of  his  deeds. 
Nowr  is  come  the  time  which  he  has  always  dreaded, 
and  trembled  at  the  thought  of;  the  time  wherein  he 
mu  ft  be  judged,  and  receive  his  full  punifhment.  He 
who  by  his  temptation  malicioufly  procured  Chrift’s 
crucifixion,  and  triumphed  upon  it,  as  though  he  had 
obtained  the  victory,  even  he  fhail  fee  the  ccnfequences 
of  the  death  of  Chrift;  which  he  procured :  for  Ckrift’s 
coming  to  judge  him  in  his  human  nature  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  it ;  for  Chrift  obtained  and  purchased  this 
glory  to  himfelf  by  that  death.  Now  he  inuft  ftand 
before  that  lame  jefus  whole  death  he  procured,  to  be 
judged,  condemned,  and  eternally  deftrcyed  by  him. 
If  Satan,  the  prince  of  hell,  trembles  at  the  thought  of 
it  thoufands  of  years  beforehand,  how.  much  more  will 
he  trcmbie,  as  proud  and  as  ftubborn  as  he  is,  when  he 
comes  to  ftand  at  Cli rift’s  bar  ! 

Then  ftiall  he  alfo  ftand  at  the  bar  of  the  faints, 
whom  he  has  fo  hated,  and  affli&ed,  and  moleihd:  for 
the  faints  ftiall  judge  him  with  Chrift:  i  Lor.  vi.  3. 

“  Know  ye  not  that  we  11  all  judge  angels  •?”  Now 
fhail  he  be  as  it  were  fubdued  under  the  chinch’s  feet, 

agreeable  to  Rom.  xvi.  20. - Satan,  when  he  firfl 

tempted  cur  firft  parents  to  fail,  deceitfully  and  l)in6ly 
told  them,  that  they  fhould  be  as  gods  :  but  lime  did 
he  think  that  the  confequence  ihould  be,  that  they 

liiould 
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fhould  indeed  be  fo  much  as  gods,  as  to  be  aflefibrs  with 
God  to  judge  him.  Much  lefs  did  he  think*  that  that 
confequence  would  follow,  that  one  of  that  nature 
which  he  then  tempted,  one  of  the  pofterity  of  thofe 
perfons  whom  he  tempted,  fhould  actually  be  united  to 
God,  and  that  as  God  he  fhould  judge  the  world,  and 
that  he  himfelf  muff  Hand  trembling  and  aftonifhed 
before  his  judgement-feat.  But  thus  all  the  devils  in 
hell,  who  have  fo  oppofed  Chrift  and  his  kingdom* 
fhall  now  at  laft  Hand  in  utmoft  amazement  and  horror 
before  Chrift  and  his  church,  who  fhall  appear  to  con-* 
demn  them. 

Now  alfo  fhall  all  Chriftfs  other  enemies  be  brought 
to  appear  before  him.  Now  fhall  wicked  proud  fcribes 
and  Pharifees,  who  had  fuch  a  malignant  hatred  of 
Chrift  while  in  his  Hate  of  humiliation,  and  who  perfe¬ 
cted  Chrift  to  death,  thofe  before  whofe  judgement- 
feat  Chrift  was  once  called  and  flood,  as  a  malefadlor  at 
their  bar,  and  thofe  who  mocked  him,  and  buffeted 
him,  and  fpit  in  his  face ;  now  fhall  they  fee  Chrift  in 
his  glory,  as  Chrift  forewarned  them  in  the  time  of  it* 
Matth.  xxvi.  64.  65.  Then  Chrift  was  before  their  judge¬ 
ment-feat  ;  but  now  it  is  their  turn.  They  fhall  Hand 
before  his  judgement-feat  with  inconceivable  horror  and 
amazement,  with  ghaftly  countenances,  and  quaking 
limbs,  and  chattering  teeth,  and  knees  fmiting  one  a* 
gairlft  another. 

Now  alfo  all  the  cruel  enemies  and  perfecutors  of  the 
church  that  have  been  in  all  ages,  fhall  come  in  fight 
together.  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians,  Antiochus  E- 
piphanes,  the  perfecting  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  the 
perfecting  Heathen  emperors,  Julian  the  apoflate,  the 
cruel  perfecting  Popes  and  Papifts,  Gog  and  Magog, 
fhall  all  appear  at  once  before  the  judgement-feat  of 
Chrift.  They  and  the  faints  who  have  in  every  age 
been  perfected  by  them,  fhall  come  in  fight  one  of  an¬ 
other,  and  muft  confront  one  another  now  before  the 
great  Judge.  And  now  fhall  the  faints  on  their  glo¬ 
rious  thrones  be  made  the  judges  of  thofe  unjuft  king?? 
and  rulers  who  have  before  judged  and  condemned 
them,  and  cruelly  put  them  to  death.  Now  fhall  thofe 
perfecutors  behold  the  glory  to  which  they  are  arrived 
whom  they  before  fo  cruelly  defpifed,  and  fo  crtleliy  u« 
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fed ;  and  Ch rift  will  make  thofe  holy  martyrs  as  it  were 
to  come  and  fet  their  feet  on  the  necks  of  their  perfe* 
tutors  ;  they  fhall  be  made  their  footftool. 

Thus  wonderfully  will  the  face  of  things  be  altered 
from  what  ufed  to  be  in  the  former  times  of  the  world; 
how  will  all  things  be  coming  to  rights. 

4*  The  righreoufnefs  of  the  church  fha.ll  be  mani- 
fefted,  and  all  the  wickednefs  of  their  enemies  fhall  be 
brought  to  light.  Thofe  faints  who  had  been  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  hatred,  reproach,  and  contempt  in  the  world, 
and  were  reviled  and  condemned  by  their  perfecutors 
without  a  caufe,  fhall  now  be  fully  vindicated.  They 
fhall  now  appear  clothed  with  the  glorious  robe  of 
Ch  rift’s  righteoufnefs.  It  fhall  be  mod  manifeft  before 
the  world,  that  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  is  theirs,  and 
they  fhall  as  it  were  glorioufly  fhine  forth  in  it*  And 
then  alfo  fhall  their  inherent  holinefs  be  made  manifeft, 
and  all  their  good  works  fhall  be  brought  to  light.  The 
good  things  which  they  did  in  fee  ret  fhall  now  be  ma- 
iiifefted  openly.  Thofe  holy  ones  of  God,  who- had 
been  treated  as  though  they  were  the  filth  and  ofrscour- 
ing  of  the  earth,  as  though  they  were  not  fit  to  live  up¬ 
on  earth,  as  worfe  than  beads  or  devils,  fhall  now, 
when  things  fhall  appear  as  they  are,  appear  to  have 
been  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  Now  God  will  bring 
forth  their  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  their  judge¬ 
ment  as  the  noon-day.  And  now  it  fhall  appear  who 
were  thofe  wicked  perfons  that  were  not  fit  to  live; 
when  all  the  wickednefs  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and 
his  church,  their  pride,  their  malice,  their  cruelty, 
their  hatred  of  true  religion,  fhall  be  fet  forth  in  all  the 
horrid  a^ts  of  it,  and  with  all  its  aggravations  in  its 
proper  colours 

And  now  the  righteous  may  be  heard  before  this 
great  Judge,  who  could  not  be  heard  before  thofe  im- 
juft  jud  ges.  Now  they  fhall  declare  their  caufe,  and 
fhall  rife  up  in  judgement  againft  their  perfecutors,  and 
fba  l  declare  how  they  have  been  treated  by  them.  And 
now  ill  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  of  the  whole  world 
fhall  be  brought  to  light.  All  their  fecret  wickednefs, 
and  their  very  hearts,  fhall  be  opened  to  view,  and  as 
it  were  turned  in  fide  out  before  t  he  bright  light  of  that 
great  day :  arid  things  that  have  been  fpoken  in  the 
^ar,  in  the  ciofet,  ‘  and  done  in  the  dark,  lhall  be  ma* 
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nifefted  in  the  light,  and  proclaimed  before  all  angels 
and  men  that  are,  ever  were,  or  fhall  be. 

5.  The  fentence  ihall  be  pronounced  on  the  righteous 
and  ,the  wicked.  Chrift,  the  glorious  judge,  fhall  pafs 
that  bluffed  fentence  on  the  church  at  his  right  hand, 
s(  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
(f  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.” 
This  fentence  lhall  be  pronounced  with  infinite  love, 
and  .the  voice  will  be  rnoft  fwect,  cauiing  every  heart  to 
flow  with  joy.  Thus  Chrift  fhall  pronounce  a  fentence 
of  juftification  on  thoufands  and  millions,  who  have 
before  had  a  fentence  of  condemnation  paljed.  upon 
them  by  their  perfecuting  rulers.  He  will  thus  put  ho¬ 
nour  upon  thofe  who  have  been  before  defpifed  :  he 
will  own  theifi  for  his,  and  will  as  it  were  put  a  crown 
of  glory  upon  their  heads  before  the  world  ;  and  then 
ihall  they  Ihine  forth  as  the  fun  with  Jefus  Chrift  in 
glory  and  joy,  in  the  fight  of  all  their  enemies. 

And  then  fhall  the  fentence  of  condemnation  be  pair¬ 
ed  on  the  wicked,  f‘  Depart,  ye  curfed,  into  everlaiting 
<< -fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.”  Thus 
fhall  the  church’s  enemies  be  condemned  *,  in  which 
fentence  of  condemnation,  the  holy  martyrs,  who  have 
fuffered  from  them,  fhall  concur.  When  the  words  of 
this  fentence  are  pronounced,  they  will  ftrike  every 
heart  of  thofe  at  the  left  hand  with  inconceivable  hor¬ 
ror  and  amazement.  Every  lyilable  of  it  will  be  more 
terrible  than  a  ftream  of  lightning  through  their  hearts. 
We  can  conceive  but  very  little  of  thofe  figns  and  ex- 
preflions  of  horror  which  there  will  be  upon  it,  of 
fhrieking,  quaking,  gnafhing  of  teeth,  diftortions  of 
countenance,  hideous  looks,  hideous  actions,  and  hi¬ 
deous  voices,  through  all  that  vaft  throng. 

6.  Dpon  this  Chrift  and  all  his  church  of  faints,  and 
all  the  holy  angels  miniftering  to  them,  fhall  leave  this 
lower  world,  and  afeend  up  towards  the  liigheft  heavens. 
Chrift  fhall  afeend  in  as  great  glory  as  he  defeended, 
and  in  fome  refpects  greater :  for  now  he  fhall  afeend 
with  his  ele<5t  church  with  him,  glorified  in  both  body 
and  foul.  Chrift’s  firft  afeenfion  to  heaven  foon  after 
his  own  refurre£tion  was  very  glorious.  But  this  his 
fecond  afeenfion,  the  afeenfion  of  his  myftical  body,  his 
whole  church,  fhall  be  far  more  glorious.  The  re¬ 
deemed  church  fhall  all  afeend  with  him  in  a  moft  joy- 
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ful  and  triumphant  manner ;  and  all  their  enemies  and 
persecutors,  who  fhall  be  left  behind  on  the  accur&d 
ground  to  be  confumed,  fhall  fee  the  fight,  and  hear 
their  fongs.  #  ;  ,  j 

And  thus  ChrifPs  church  fhall  forever  leave  this  ac- 
curfed  world,  to  go  into  that  more  glorious  world,  the 
higheft  heavens,  into  the  paradife  of  God,  the  king, 
dom  that  was  prepared  for  them  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world. 

7*  When  they  are  gone,  this  world  fhall  be  fet  on 
fire,  and  be  turned  into  a  great  furnace,  wherein  all  the 
enemies  of  Chrid  and  his  church  (hall  be  tormented  for 
ever  and  ever.  This  is  manifeft  by  2  Pet.  iii.  7.  But 
i(  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now,  by  the 
fame  word  are  kept  in  ffore,  referved  unto  fire  a. 


“  gainft  the  day  of  judgement,  and  perdition  of  un* 
(c  godly  men.”  When  Chrid  and  his  church  are  af- 
cended  to  a  diftance  from  this  world,  that  miferable 
company  of  wicked  being  left  behind,  to  have  their 
fentence  executed  upon  them  here,  then,  fome  way 
or  other,  this  whole  lower  world  fhall  be  fet  on  fire, 
cither  by  fire  from  heaven,  or  by  fire  breaking  out  of 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or  both,  as  it  was  with  the 
water  in  the  time  of  the  deluge.  However,  this  lower 

world  fhall  be  fet  all  on  fire. - How  will  it  ffrike 

the  wicked  with  horror,  when  the  fire  begins  to  lay 
hold  upon  them,  and  they  find  no  way  to  efcape  it,  or 
flee  or  hide  from  it !  What  lhrieking  and  crying  will 
there  be  among  thofe  many  thoufands  and-  millions, 
when  they  begin  to  enter  into  this  great  furnace,  when 
the  whole  world  fhall  be  a  furnace  of  the  fierceff  and 
mod:  raging  heat !  infomuch  that  the  Apoflle  Peter 
fays>  (2  Pet.  iii.  10.  12.),  that  (<  the  heavens  fhall  pa f$ 
away  with  a  great  noiie,  and  the  elements  fhall  melt 
with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo  and  the  works 


•c  that  are  therein,  fhall  be  burnt  up  5”  and  that  the 
**  heavens  being  on  fire  fhall  be  difiolved,  and  the  ele-! 

ments  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat.”  And  fo  fierce 
fhall  be  its  heat,  that  it  fhall  bum  the  earth  into  its  very 
centre ;  which  feems  to  be  what  is  meant,  Beut.  xxxii. 
22.  t(  For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  my  anger,  and  lliall 
burn  unto  the  lowed:  hell,  and  fhall  confume  the  earth 
*  ttli  liex  increafe,  and  let  on  fire  the  foundations  of 
u  the  mountains*1'  A 


And 
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And  here  fliall  all  the  perfecutors  of  the  church  of 
God  burn  in  everlafting  fire,  who  1  lave  before  burnt 
the  faints  at  the  itake,  and  fhali  fv  lifer  torments  far 
beyond  all  that  their  turnoff  wit  and  n  lalice  could  infiicf. 
on  the  faints*  And  here  the  bodies  <  3b  all  the  wicked 
{hall  burn,  and  be  tormented  to  all  et  ernity,  and  never 
be  confumed ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  lhali  be  poured 
out  on  their  fouls.  Though  the  fouls  of  the  wicked  in 
hell  do  now  fuffer  dreadful  puniibmei  it,  yet  their  pu- 
niihm.ent  will  be  fo  increafed  at  the  da  y  of  judgement, 
that  what  they  fuifered  before,  is,  in  c  amparifon  of  it, 
as  an  imprifonment  to  the  execution  vmich  follows  it. 
And  now  the  devil,  that  old  ferpent,  lhali  receive  his 
;  full  puniihment ;  now  fhall  that  which  he  before  trem¬ 
bled  for  fear  of,  fully  come  upon  hint.  This  world, 
which  formerly  ufed  to  be  the  place  c  f  his  kingdom, 
where  he  fet  up  himfelf  as  God,  fliall  no*w  be  the  place 
of  his  complete  punifhment,  and  full  ;  md  everlafting 
torment. 

And  in  this,  one  defign  of  the  work  <  of  redemption 
which  has  been  mentioned,  viz.  putting  Chrift’s  ene¬ 
mies  under  his  feet,  fliall  be  perfectly  accomplished. 
His  enemies  fliall  now  be  made  his  foorifool,  in  the 
fulleft  degree.  Now  fliall  be  the  moft  ]  yerfe6t  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  that  in  Gen.  iii.  15.  “  It  fliall  brui  le  thy  head.” 

8.  At  the  fame  time,  all  the  church  lhali  enter  with 
Chrift,  their  glorious  Lord,  into  the  higjkeft  heaven, 
and  there  fliall  enter  on  the  flate  of  their  hi  gheft  and  e- 
ternal  blefiednefs  and  glory.  While  the  1(  )vver  world, 
which  they  have  left  under  their  feet,  is  fei  zed  with  the 
fire  of  God’s  vengeance,  and  flames  are  ki  ndling  upon 
it,  and  the  wicked  are  entering  into  everlafti  ng  fire,  the 
whole  church  fliall  enter,  with  their  gloriou:  5  head,  and 
all  the  holy  angels  attending,  in  a  joyful  m  anner,  into 
the  eternal  paradife  of  God,  the  palace  of  die  great  Je¬ 
hovah,  their  heavenly  Father.  The  gates  ihall  open 
wide  for  them  to  enter,  and  there  Clirift  will  bring 
them  into  his  chambers  in  the  high  eft  fenfi He  will 
bring  them  into  his  Father’s  houle,  into  a  world  not 
like  that  which  they  have  left.  Here  Chrift  will  bring 
them,  and  prefent  them  in  glory  to  his  Fath  er,  faying, 
t(  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  which  thou  haft  given 
**  me;”  as  much  as  to  fay,  Here  am  I,  with  every  one 
of  thole  whom  thou  gaveft  me  from  eternity  tp  take  the 
bp.  A  care 
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care  of,  that  they  might  be  redeemed  and  glorified, 
and  to  redeem  whom  I  have  done  and  fuffered  fo  much,, 
and  to  make  way  for  the  redemption  of  whom  I  have 
tor  fo  many  ages  been  accomplifhing  ftich  great  chan, 
ges.  Here  they  are  now  perfectly  redeemed,  in  body 
and  foul ;  I  havp  perfectly  delivered  them  from  .all  the 
ill  fruits  of  the  fall,  and  perfectly  freed  them  from  all 
tueir  enemies  :  I  have  brought  them  all  together  into; 
one  glorious  fociety,  and  united  them  all  in  myfelf :  X 
have  openly  juiiified  them  before  all  angels  and  men, 
and  heie  I  have  brought  them  all  away  from  that  ac** 
curfed  world  where  they  have  fuffered  fo  much,  and 
have  brought  them  before  thy  throne  :  I  have  done  all' 
that  for  them  which  thou  haft  appointed  me :  I  have, 
perfectly  cleanfed  them  from  all  filthinefs  in  my  blood, 
and  here  they  are  in  perfect  holinefs,  Ihinine  with  thy 
perfect  image.  , 

And  then  the  Father  will  accept  of  them,  and  own 
them  all  for  his  children,  and  will  welcome  them  to  the 
eternal  and  pierfeft  inheritance  and  glory  of  his  houliy 
and  will  on  this  occafion  give  more  glorious  manifefta* 
tions  of  his  love  than  ever  before,  and  will  admit  them 
to  a  more  full  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  himfelf. 

And  now  ihall  be  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  the 
moft  perfect  fenfe.  The  commencement  of  the  glorious 
times  of  the  church  on  earth,  after  the  fall  of  Anti* 
chrift,  is  reprefented  as  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  ; 
and  this  fhall  be  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  the  high- 
eft  fenfe  that  ever  iliall  be  on  earth  :  but  after  this  we 
read  of  another  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  day  of  judgement.  After  the  beloved  dilciple  had 
given  an  account  of  the  day  of  judgement,  in  the  clofe 
of  the  20th  chapter  of  Pvevelation,  then  he  proceeds  to 
give  an  account  of  what  follows,  in  the  21ft  and  22d 
chapters  \  and  in  the  2d  verfe  of  the  21ft  chapter,  he 
gives  an  account,  that  he  faw  the  hply  city,  the  new 
Jerufalem,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  huf* 
band.  And  when  Chrift  Ihall  bring  his  church  into 
his  Father’s  houfe  in  heaven,  after  the  judgement,  he 
Ihall  bring  her  thither  as  his  bride,  having  there  pre- 
fented  her,  whom  he  loved,  and  gave  himfelf  for,  to 
himfelf  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing. 

The  bridegroom  and  the  bride  ihall  then  enter  into 

heaven* 
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heaven,  both  having  on  then  wedding-robes,  attended 
with  all  the  glorious  angels.  And  there  they  enter  00 
the  feaft  and  joys  of  their  marriage  before  the  Father  ; 
they  fhall  then  begin  an  everlafting  wedding-day.  This 
(ball  be  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  Chrifts  heart,  where¬ 
in  he  will  greatly  rejoice,  and  all  the  faints  hall  rejoice 
with  them.  Chrift  (hall  rejoice  over  his  bride,  and  the 
bride  hall  rejoice  in  her  hufband,  in  the  hate  of  her 
confummate  and  everlafting  bleflednefs,  of  which  we 
have  a  particular  defeription  in  the  21ft  and  22d  chap¬ 
ters  of  Revelation. 

And  now  the  whole  work  of  redemption  is  finifhed. 
We  have  feen  how  it  has  been  carrying  -on  from  the 
fail  of  man  to  this  time.  But  now  it  is  complete  with 
refpect  to  all  that  belongs  to  it;  Now  the  top-ftone  of 
the  building  is  laid.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeourfe 
on  this  fubjeCt,  we  have  followed  the  church  of  God  in 
all  the  great  changes,  all  her  toftings  to  and  fro  that  /lie 
has  been  fubjeCt  to,  in  all  the  ftorms  and  tempefts 
through  the  many  ages  of  the  world,  till  at  length  we 
have  feen  an  end  to  all  tliefe  ftorms.  We  have  feen  her 
enter  the  harbour,  and  landed  in  the  higheft  heavens, 
in  complete  and  eternal  glory,  in  all  her  members,  foul 
and  body.  We  have  gone  through  time,  and  the  fc- 
veral  ages  of  it,  as  the  providence  of  God,  and  the 
word  of  God,  have  led  us  5  and  now  we  have  ifiued 
into  eternity  after  time  (hall  be  no  more.  We  have 
feen  all  the  church’s  enemies  fixed  in  endlefs  nailery, 
and  have  feefi  the  church  prefented  in  her  perfect  re¬ 
demption  before  the  Father  in  heaven,  there  to  enjoy 
this  moft  unfpeakable  and  inconceivable  glory  and  bleft- 
ednefs  ;  and  there  we  leave  her  to  enjoy  this  glory 
throughout  the  never-ending  ages  of  eternity. 

Now  all  Chrift Venemies  will  be  perfectly  put  under 
his  feet,  and  he  lhall  have  his  moft  perfect  triumph  o- 
ver  fin  and  Satan,  and  all  his  inftruments,  and  death, 
and  hell.  Now  Khali  all  the  promifes  made  to  Chrift  by 
God  the  Father  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
the  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  redemption,  be  fully 
arc bhiplii bed.  And  Chrift  fhali  now  perfectly  have  ob¬ 
tained  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  for  which  he  un¬ 
dertook  thole  great  fufterings  which  he  Underwent  in 
Ms  ftate  of  humiliation.  Now  fhali  all  the  hopes  and 
,v  '  a  expectations 
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expectations  o!:  the  faints  be  fulfilled.  The  ftate  of 
things  that  the  church  was  in  before,  was  a  progreflive 
$nd  preparator  y  ftate  :  but  now  {he  is  arrived  to  her 
inoft  perfect  ftate  of  glory.  All  the  glory  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  times  of  the  church  on  earth  is  but  a  faint  fhadow 
of  this  her  coj  lfummate  glory  in  heaven. 

And  now  ( Jhrift  the  great  Redeemer  {hall  be  molt 
perfectly  glorified,  and  God  the  Father  (hall  be  glorified 
in  him,  and  t]  le  Holy  Ghoft  {hall  be  moft  fully  glorified 
in  the  perfeCt  ion  of  his  work  on  the  hearts  of  all  the 

church. - —  And  now  {hall  that  new  heaven  and  new 

earth,  or  that  renewed  Rate  of  things,  which  had  been 
building  up  ever  fmee  Ch rift’s  refurreCtion,  be  com¬ 
pletely  finilhed,  after  the  very  material  frame  of  the  old 
heavens  and  old  earth  are  deftroyed  :  Rev.  xxi.  i. 
<c  And  I  faiv  a  new  heaven,  and  anew  earth:  for  the 

firft  heaven  and  the  fir  ft  earth  were  paffed  away”— * 
And  now  will  the  great  Redeemer  have  perfected  every 
thing  that  appertains  to  the  work  of  redemption,  which 
he  began  fo  foon  after  the  fall  of  man.  And  who  can 
conceive  of  the  triumph  of  thofe  praifes  which  {hall  be 
iung  in  heaven  on  this  great  occafion,  fo  much  greater 
than  that  of  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  which  occafions  fuch 
praifes  as  we  have  deferibed  in  the  19th  chapter  of  Re¬ 
velation  !  The  beloved  difciple  John  feems  to  want  ex* 
prefiions  to  deferibe  thofe  praifes,  and  fays,  “  It  was  as 
“  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  migh* 

“  ty  thunderings,  faying,  Alleluia  :  for  the  Lord  God 

omnipotent  reigneth.”  But  much  more  inexprefiibie 
will  thofe  praifes  be,  which  will  be  fung  in  heaven  after 
the  final  confummation  of  all  things.  How  {hall  the 
praifes  of  that  vaft  and  glorious  multitude  be  as  mighty 
thundering  indeed  ! 

And  now  how  are  all  the  former  things  pafied  away, and 
what  a  glorious  ftate  are  things  fixed  in  to  remain  to  all 
eternity  ! - -  And  as  Chrift,  when  he  firft  entered  up¬ 

on  the  work  or  redemption  after  the  fall  of  men,  had 
the  kingdom  committed  to  him  of  the  Father,  and  took 
on  himfelf  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  to  manage  all  fo  as  to  fubferve  the  purpofes  of 
this  affair ;  fo  now,  the  work  being  finifhed,  he  will  de¬ 
liver  up  the  kingdom  to  God  even  the  Father,  1  Cor. 
zv.  24.  (c  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  fhall  have 

“  delivered 
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“  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father; 
“  when  he  fhall  have  put  down  all  rule,  and  all  autho- 


«  rity  and  power.”  Not  that  Chrift  lliall  ceaie  to 
reign  or  have  a  kingdom  after  this  ;  for  it  is  faid,  Luke 
i.  33.  “He  fhall  reign  over  the  houie  of  Jacob  for  c.~ 

/  /  1  r  1  '  1  *  /I  -  iL  -.11  L  — -V  v-V  / 1 


;>  3 .  “  He  fliall  reign  over  the  houie  of  Jacob  for  e.- 
ver,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  fhall  be  no  end.”'  So 


in  Dan.  vii.  14.  “That  his  dominion  is  an  everlafting 
t(  dominion,  which  fhall  not  pafs  away,  and  his  king- 
dom  that  which  fliall  not  be  deftroyed.”  But  the 
meaning  is,  that  Chrift  lhall  deliver  up  that  kingdom 
.or  dominion  which  he  has  over  the  world,  as  the  far¬ 
ther’s  delegate  or  vicegerent,  which  the  Father  commit¬ 
ted  to  him,  to  be  managed  in  fuhierviency  to  this  great 
■delign  of  redemption.  The  end  of  this  commillion,  or 
delegation,  which  he  had  from  the  Father,  feems  to  be 
,to  fubferve  this  particular  delign  of  redemption  ;  and 
.therefore,  when  that  delign  is  fully  accomplifhed,  the 
■commillion  will  ceafe,  and  Chrift  will  deliver  dt  up  to 
the  Father,  from  whom  he  received  it. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  T  FI  E  WHOLE. 


Proceed  now  to  enter  upon  fome  improvement  of 


the  whole  that  has  been  faid  from  this  doiftrine. 


I.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  great  a  work  this  work 
of  redemption  is.  We  have  now  had  it  in  a  very  im- 
. perfect  manner  fet  forth  before  us,  in  the  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  it,  from  its  fir  ft  beginning  after  the  fall,  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  when  it  is  iiniihed.  We  have  feen 
how  God  has  carried  on  this  building  from  the  firfl 
foundation  of  it,  by  a  long  fucceflion  of  wonderful 
works,  advancing  it  higher  and  higher  from  one  age  to 
another,  till  the  top-ftone  is  laid  at  the  end  of  the 
world.  And  now  let  us  conlkler  how  great  a  work  this 
is.  Do  men,  when  they  behold  fome  great  palaces  or 
churches,  lometimes  admire  their  magnificence,  and  are 
almoft  aftenifhed  to  conlider  how  great  a  piece  of  work 
it  was  to  build  lucli  an  houie?  then  how  well  may 
we  admire  the  greatnefs  of  this  building  of  God,  which 
he  builds  up  age  after  age,  by  a  1  cries  of  fuch  great 
things  which  he  brings  to  pafs  ?  T  he  re  are  three  tilings 
that  have  been  exhibited  to  us  in  what  Iras  been  laid, 


Z  z 
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which  do  efpecially  fliow  the  greatnefs  of  the  work  of 

redemption. 

1.  The  greatnefs  of  thofe  particular  events,  and  dif- 
penfations  of  piovidence,  by  which  it  is  accomplifhed. 
Flow  great  aie  thoie  things  which  God  has  done,  which 
are  but  fo  many  parts  of  this  great  work  !  What  great 
things  weie  done  in  the  world  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Chi  ift  s  coming  to  purchafe,  and  what  great  things  were 
tione  in  the  purchase  of  redemption  !  What  a  wonder* 
ful  thing  was  that  which  was  accomplifhed  to  put  Chrift 
in  an  immediate  capacity  for  this  purchafe,  viz.  his  in¬ 
carnation,  that  God  fhould  become  man  !  And  what 
gi  eat  things  were  done  in  that  purchafe,  that  a  perfon, 
who  is  the  eternal  Jehovah,  fhould  live  upon  earth  for 
four  or  five  and  thirty  years  together,  in  a  mean  defpi- 
fed  condition,  and  that  he  fhould  fpend  his  life  in  fuch 
labours  and  fufferings,  and  that  at  laid  he  fhould  die  up¬ 
on  the  crofs  !  And  what  great  things  have  been  done 
to  accomplifh  the  fuccefs  of  ChriiVs  redemption  !  what 
great  things  to  put  him  into  a  capacity  to  accomplifh 
this  fuccefs  !  For  this  purpofe  he  rofe  from  the  dead, 
and  afcended  up  into  heaven,  and  ail  things  were  made 
fubject  to  him.  How  many  miracles  have  been  wrought, 
what  mighty  revolutions  have  been  brought  to  pafs  in 
the  world  already,  and  how  much  greater  fliall  be 
brought  to  pafs,  in  order  to  it  ! 

2.  The  number  of  thofe  great  events  by  which  God 
carries  on  this  work,  fliows  the  greatnefs  of  the  work, 
dhoiie  mighty  revolutions  are  fo  many  as  to  fill  up  many 
ages.  The  particular  wonderful  events  by  which  the 
work  of  creation  was  carried  on  filled  up  fix  days  :  but 
the  great  difpenfations  by  which  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  carried  on,  are  fo  many,  that  they  fill 
up  lix  or  feven  thou  land  years  at  lead,  as  we  have  rea- 

fon  to  conclude  from  the  word  of  God. - There 

were  great  things  wrought  in  this  affair  before  the  flood, 
and  in  the  flood  the  world  was  once  deilroyed  by  water, 
and  God’s  church  was  fo  wonderfully  preferved  from 
the  flood  in  order  to  carry  on  this  work.  And  after 
the  flood,  what  great  things  did  God  work  relating  to 
the  refettling  of  the  world,  to  the  building  of  Babel, 
the  difpcrling  of  the  nations,  the  fhortening  of  the  days 
pf  trap’s  life,  the  calling  of  Abraham,  the  deftruciion 

n 
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tmpr. 

of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  that  long  feries  of  won¬ 
derful  providences  relating  to  Abraham,  Xiaac,  and  Ja¬ 
cob,  and  Jofeph,  and  thofe  wonders  in  Egypt,  and  at 
the  Red  fea,  and  in  the  wildernefs,  and  in  Canaan  in 
Jofhua’s  time,  and  by  a  long  fucceftion  of  wonderful 
providences  from  age  to  age  towards  the  nation  of  the 
Jews  ! 

What  great  things  were  wrought  by  God,  in  fo  often 
overturning  the  world  before  Chrift  came,  to  make  way 
for  his  coming  !  What  great  things  were  done  alfo  in 
Chrift’s  time,  and  then  after  that  in  overturning  Satan’s 
kingdom  in  the  lie  a  then  empire,  and  in  fo  preferving 
his  church  in  the  dark  times  of  Popery,  and  in  bringing 
about  the  Reformation  !  How  many  great  and  won¬ 
derful  things  will  he  effected  in  accomplifhing  the  glori¬ 
ous  times  of  the  church,  and  at  Chrift’s  laft  coining  oil 
the  day  of  judgement,  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  world, 
and  in  carrying  the  whole  church  into  heaven. 

3.  The  glorious  ilTue  of  this  whole  affair,  in  the  per¬ 
fect  and  eternal  deftruftion  of  the  wicked,  and  in  the 
confummate  glory  of  the  righteous.  And  now  let  us 
once  more  take  a  view  of  this  building,  now  all  is  h- 
nifhed  and  the  top-ffone  laid.  It  appeared  in  a  glorious 
height  in  the  apoftles  time,  and  much  more  glorious  ra 
the  time  of  Conftantine,  and  will  appear  much  more 
glorious  hill  after  the  fall  of  Antichrift  ;  but  at  the 
confummation  of  all  things,  it  appears  in  an  immenfely 
more  glorious  height  than  ever  before.  Now  it  appears 
in  its  greateft  magnificence,  as  a  complete  lofty  ftruc- 
ture,  whofe  top  reaches  to  the  heaven  of  heavens  ;  a 
building  worthy  of  the  great  God,  the  King  of  kings. 

And  from  what  has  been  faid,  one  may  argue,  that 
the  work  of  redemption  is  the  greateft  of  all  God’s 
Works  of  which  we  have  any  notice,  and  it  is  the  end 
of  all  his  other  works.  It  appears  plainly  from  what 
lias  been  faid,  that  this  work  is  the  principal  of  all 
God’s  works  of  providence,  and  that  all  other  works 
of  providence  are  reducible  hither  3  they  are  all  fuber- 
dinate  to  the  great  affair  of  redemption.  We  fee  that 
all  the  revolutions  in  the  world  are  to  fubferve  this 
grand  defign  ;  fo  that  the  work  of  redemption  is,  as  it 
were,  the  fum  of  God’s  works  of  providence* 

This  fhows  us  how  much  greater  the  work  of  re- 
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demption  is,  than  the  work  of  creation  :  for  I  have  fe¬ 
deral  times  obferved,  that  the  work  of  'providence  is 
gi eater  than  the  work  of  creation,  becaufe  it  is  the  end 
°Jr  die  ufe  of  an  houfe  is  the  end  of  the  building 

of  the  hoitfe.  But  the  Work  of  redemption,  as  I  have 
juft  laid,  is  the  fum  of  all  God’s  works  of  providence  3 
all  ai  e  fubordinate  to  it  :  fo  the  work  of  the  new  crea¬ 
tion  is  more  excellent  than  the  old-  So  it  ever  is,  that 
v  hen  one  thing  is  removed  by  God  to  make  way  for 
another,  the  new  one  excels  the  old.  Thus  the  temple 
excelled  the  tabernacle  3  the  new  covenant  the  old  ;  the 
new  difpenfation  of  the  golpel  the  difpenfation  of  Mo- 
fes  3  the  throne  of  David  the  throne  of  Saul 3  the 
priefthood  of  Chrift  the  priefthood  of  Aaron  3  the 

new  [erufalem  the  old  3  and  io  the  new  creation  far 
excels  the  old. 

God  has  ufed  the  creation  which  he  has  made,  for 
no  other  purpofe  but  to  fubferve  the  deftgns  of  this 
aft  ur  To  anfwer  this  end,  he  hath  created  and  difpo- 
ica  of  mankind,  to  this  the  angels,  to  this  the  earth,  to 
this  the  higheft  heavens.  God  created  the  world  to 
provide  a  fjpoufe  and  a  kingdom  for  his  Son  :  and  the 
letting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  fpiritual 
marriage  of  the  fpoufe  to  him,  is  what  the  whole  crea¬ 
tion  labours  and  travails  in  pain  to  bring  to  pafs.  This 
work  of  redemption  is  lo  much  the  greateft  of  ail  the 
works  of  God,  that  all  other  works  are  to  be  looked 
upon  either  as  parts  of  it,  or  appendages  to  it,  or  are 
fome  way  reducible  to  it  ;  and  fo  all  the  decrees  of  God 
do  fome  way  or  other  belong  to  that  eternal  covenant 
of  redemption  which  was  between  the  Father  and  the 
Son  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Every  de¬ 
cree  of  God  is  fome  way  or  other  reducible  to  that  co¬ 
venant. 

And  feeing  this  work  of  redemption  is  fo  great  a 
Work,  hence  We  need  not  wonder  that  the  angels  delire 
to  look  into  it.  And  we  need  not  wonder  that  fomuch 
is  made  of  it  in  fcripture,  and  that  it  is  fo  much  inlift- 
ed  on  in  the  hiftories,  and  prophecies,  and  fongs  of  the 
Bible  3  for  the  work  of  redemption  is  the  great  fubje<5i: 
of  the  whole,  of  its  doctrines,  its  promifes,  its  types, 
its  fongs,  its  hiftories,  and  its  prophecies. 

II.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  God  is  the  Alpha  and 

Omega, 
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Omega,  the  beginning  and  ending  of  all  things.  Such 
are  the  characters  and  titles  we  find  often  afcribed  to 
God  in  fcripture,  in  thofe  places  where  the  fciipture 
fpeaks  of  the  courfe  of  things,  and  feries  of  events  in 
providence  :  If.  xli.  4.  “  Who  hath  wrought  and  done 
«  it,  calling  the  generations  from  the  beginning  ?  I 
«  the  Lord  the  firft,  and  with  the  laft,  I  am  he.”  And 
particularly  does  the  fcripture  afcribe  fuch  titles  to  God, 
where  it  fpeaks  oi  the  providence  of  God,  as  it  i ei.at.es 
to,  and  is  fummed  up  in  the  great  work  of  redemption ; 
as  If.  xliv.  6.7.  and  xlviii.  12.  with  the  context,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  oth  verfe.  So  God  eminently  appears  as 
the  firft  and  the  laft,  by  confidering  the  whole  fcheme  of 
divine  providence  as  we  have  confidered  it,  viz.  as  ail 
reducible  to  that  one  great  work  of  redemption. 

And  therefore,  when  Chrift  reveals  the  future  great 
events  of  providence  relating  to  his  church  and  people, 
and  this  affair  of  redemption,  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
to  his  difciple  John,  he  often  reveals  himfelf  under  this 
character.  So  Rev.  i.  8.  “  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega, 
<c  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  faith  the  Lora,  which 
“  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
«<  mighty.”  So  again,  verf.  10.  11.  “  I  heard  behind 
iC  me  a  great  voice  as  of  trumpet,  faying,  I  am 
“  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft.”  Alpha 
and  Omega  are  the  names  of  the  firft  and  laft  letters  of 
the  Greek  alphabet,  as  A  and  Z  are  of  ours  *,  and 
therefore  it  fignifies  the  fame  as  his  being  the  firft  and 
the  laft,  and  the  beginning  and  the  ending. 

Thus  God  is  called  in  die  beginning  of  this  book  of 
Revelation,  before  the  courfe  of  the  prophecy  begins  ; 
and  fo  again  he  is  called  at  the  end  of  it,  after  the 
courfe  of  events  is  gone  through,  and  the  final  iftiie  of 
things  is  feen  :  as  Rev.  xxi.  6.  “  And  he  faid  unto 

O  ** 

<c  me,  It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  begin- 
<c  ning  and  the  end.”  And  fo  chap.  xxii.  12.  13.  “  And 
i(  behold,  I  come  quickly  *,  and  my  reward  is  with  me, 
iC  to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work  fhall  be.  I 
<c  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end, 

the  firft  and  the  laft.” 

We  have  feen  how  this  is  true  in  the  courfe  of  what 
I  have  laid  before  you  upon  this  fubjeCt.  We  have 
feen  how  things  were  from  God  in  the  beginning  •,  on 
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n  oat  defign  God  began  the  courfe  of  his  providence  in 
the  beginning  of  the  generations  of  men  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  we  have  feen  how  it  is  God  that  has  all  a- 
:ong  carried  things  on  agreeable  to  the  fame  defisms 
witaout  ever  fading  ;  and  how  at  laft  the  conclufion 
and  final  iffue  of  things  are  to  God ;  and  fo  we  have 

feen  how  all  things  are  of  him,  and  through  him,  and 

to  him  ;  and  therefore  may  well  now  cry  out  with  the 
apo.cic,  om.  xi.  33.  “  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both 
..  th,e  wildom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  un- 
learc liable  are  his  judgements,  and  his  ways  pad:  find¬ 
ing  out  !  and  verf.  36.  “  For  of  him,  and  through 

nun,  and  to  him,  are  all  things  :  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever.  Amen.”  ’ 

We  have  feen  how  other  things  came  to  an  end  one 
after  another  ;  how  dates,  and  kingdoms,  and  empires, 
one  after  another,  fell  and  came  to  nothing,  even  the 
greateft  and  ftrongeft  of  them  ;  we  have  feen  how  the 
world  has  been  often  overturned,  and  will  be  more  re¬ 
markably  overturned  than  ever  it  has  been  yet  ;  wt 
have  feen  how  the  world  comes  to  an  end,  how  it  was 
firft  deftroyed  by  water,  and  how  at  laft  it  fhall  be  utterly 
deftroved  by  fire  :  but  yet  God  remains  the  fame  through 
all  ages.  He  was  before  the  beginning  of  this  courfe  of 
things,  and  he  will  be  after  the  end  of  them  $  agree¬ 
able  to  I  fal.  cii.  25.  26. - Thus  God  is  he  that  is, 

and  that  was,  and  that  is  to  come. 

We  have  feen,  in  a  variety  of  inftances,  how  all 
othci  gods  perilh  ;  we  have  feen  how  the  ancient 
gods  of  tne  Heathen  in  the  nations  about  Canaan, 
and  throughout  the  Roman  empire,  are  all  deftroyed, 
and  their  worftiip  long  fince  overthrown  ;  we  have 
heard  how  Antichrift,  who  has  called  himfelf  a  god  on 
eai  th,  and  how  IVXahoniet,  who  claims  religious  honours, 
and  how  all  the  gods  of  the  Heathen  through  the  world, 
./ill  come  to  an  end  ;  and  how  Satan,  the  great  dragon, 
that  old  ferpent,  who  has  let  up  himlelf  as  god  of  this 
world,  will  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire,  there  to  fuller 
Lis  complete  puniflim^nt  :  but  Jehovah  remains,  and* 
his  kingdom  is  an  everlafting  kingdom,  and  of  his  do-, 
minion  there  is  no  end.  We  have  feen  what  mighty 
changes  there  have  been  in  the  world  ;  but  God  is  un¬ 
changeable. 
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changeable,  “  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for  c- 
c<  ver.” 

Vvr e  began  at  the  head  of  the  ftream  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence,  and  have  followed  and  traced  it  through  its  va¬ 
rious  windings  and  turnings,  till  we  are  come  to  the 
end  of  it,  and  we  fee  where  it  blues.  As  it  began  in 
God,  fo  it  ends  in  God.  God  is  the  infinite  ocean  into 

which  it  empties  itfelf. - Providence  is  like  a  mighty 

wheel,  whole  circumference  is  fo  high  that  it  is  dread¬ 
ful,  with  the  glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  above  upon  it  ; 
as  it  is  reprefented  in  Ezekiel’s  vifion.  We  have  feen 
the  revolution  of  this  wheel,  and  how,  as  it  was  from 
God,  fo  its  return  has  been  to  God  again.  All  the  e- 
vents  of  divine  providence  are  like  the  links  of  a  chain  $ 
the  firft  link  is  from  God,  and  the  laid  is  to  him. 

III.  We  may  fee  by  what  has  been  faid,  how  Chrift 
in  all  things  has  the  pre-eminence.  For  this  great  work 
of  redemption  is  all  his  work  :  he  is  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  and  therefore  the  work  of  redemption  being  as  it 
were  the  fum  of  God’s  works  of  providence,  this  fhows 
the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  as  being  above  all, 
and  through  all,  and  in  all.  That  God  intended  the 
world  for  his  Son’s  ufe  in  the  affair  of  redemption,  is 
one  reafon  that  is  to  be  given  why  he  created  the  wTorld  by 
him,  which  feemsto  be  intimated  by  the  apoftle  inEph.  iii. 
9. —  1 2 .  What  has  been  faid,  lhows  how  all  the  purpofes 
of  God  are  purpofed  in  Chrift,  and  how  he  is  before  all 
and  above  all,  and  all  things  confifl  by  him,  and  are  go¬ 
verned  by  him,  and  are  for  him,  Colof.  i.  i  5.  16.  17.  18. 
We  fee  by  what  has  been  faid,  how  God  makes  him  his 
firft-born,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  fets 
his  throne  above  their  thrones  *,  how  God  has  always 
upheld  his  kingdom,  when  the  kingdom  of  others  have 
come  to  an  end  ;  how  that  appears  at  laft  above  all, 
however  greatly  oppofed  for  fo  many  ages  ;  how  finally 
ail  other  kingdoms  fell,  and  his  kingdom  is  the  laft 
kingdom,  and  is  a  kingdom  that  never  gives  place  to 
any  other. 

We  fee,  that  whatever  changes  there  are,  and  how¬ 
ever  highly  Chrift’s  enemies  exalt  themfelves,  that  yet 
finally  all  his  enemies  become  his  footftool,  and  he 
reigns  in  uncontrolled  power  and  immenfe  glory  :  in 
end  his  people  are  all  perfectly  faved  and  made  hap 
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py,  and  his  enemies  all  become  his  footdool. - And 

thus  God  gives  the  world  to  his  Son  for  his  inheri¬ 
tance.  .... 

IV.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  a  confident  thing  divine 
providence  is.  The  condderation  of  what  has  been 
laid,  may  greatly  ferve  to  Ihow  us  the  confidency,  or¬ 
der,  and  beauty,  of  God’s  works  of  providence.  If  we 
behold  the  events  of  providence  in  any  other  view  than 
that  in  which  it  has  been  fet  before  us,  it  will  all  look 
like  confufion,  like  a  number  of  jumbled  events  coming 
to  pafs  without  any  order  or  method,  like  the  tolling  of 
the  waves  of  the  fea  ;  things  will  look  as  though  one. 
confufed  revolution  came  to  pafs.  after  another,  merely 
by  blind  chance,  without  any  regular  or  certain  end. 

Rut  if  we  conlider  the  events  of  providence  in  the 
light  in  which  they  have  been  fet  before  us  under  this 
dodlrine,  in  which  the  fcriptures  fet  them  before  us, 
they  appear  far  from  being  jumbled  and  confufed,  an 
orderly  feries  of  events,  all  wifely  ordered  and  directed 
in  excellent  harmony  and  confidence,  tending  all  to  one 
end.  The  wheels  of  providence  are  not  turned  round 
by  blind  chance,  but  they  are  full  of  eyes  round  about, 
as  Ezekiel  reprefents,  and  they  are  guided  by  the  Spirit 
of  God  :  where  the  fpirit  goes,  they  go  :  and  all  God’s 
works  of  providence  through  ail  ages  meet  in  one  at 
lad,  as  fo  many  lines  meeting  in  one  centre. 

It  is  with  God’s  work  of  providence,  as  it  is  with  his 
work  of  creation  ;  it  is  but  one  work.  The  events  of 
providence  are  not  fo  many  diftiiud,  independent,  works 
of  providence,  but  they  are  rather  fo  many  different 
parts  of  one  work  of  providence  :  it  is  all  one  work, 
.one  regular  fcheme.  God’s  works  of  providence  are 
not  dilunited  and  jumbled  without  connexion  or  depen¬ 
dence,  but  are  all  united,  jud  as  the  fcveral  parts  of  one 
building :  there  are  many  dones,  many  pieces  of  tim¬ 
ber,  but  all  are  fo  joined,  and  fitly  formed  together, 
that  they  make  but  one  building  :  they  have  all  but 
one  foundation,  and  are  united  at  lad  in  one  top- 
ilone. 

God’s  providence  may  not  unfitly  be  compared  to  a 
large  and  long  river,  having  innumerable  branches,  be¬ 
ginning  in  different  regions,  and  at  a  great  didance  one 
from  another,  and  all  confpiring  to  one  common  iffue. 

*  After 
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After  their  very  diverfe  and  contrary  courfes  which  they 
held  for  a  while,  yet  they  all  gather  more  and  more  to 
gether,  the  nearer  they  come  to  their  common  end, 
and  all  at  length  difcharge  themfelves  at  one  mouth  in¬ 
to  the  fame  ocean.  The  different  if  reams  of  this  rivet 
are  apt  to  appear  like  mere  jumble  and  confufion  to  us, 
becaufe  of  the  limitednefs  of  our  fight,  whereby  we 
cannot  fee  from  one  branch  to  another,  and  cannot  lee 
the  whole  at  once,  fo  as  to  fee  how  all  are  united  in 
one.  A  man  who  fees  but  one  or  two  Hr  earns  at  a 
time,  cannot  tell  what  their  courfe  tends  to.  Their 
courfe  feems  very  crooked,  and  different  ft  reams  feem 
to  run  for  a  while  different  and  contrary  ways  :  and  if 
we  view  things  at  a  dillance,  there  feem  to  be  innumer¬ 
able  obflacles  and  impediments  in  the  way  to  hinder 
their  ever  uniting,  and  coming  to  the  ocean,  as  rocks 
and  mountains,  and  the  like  ;  but  yet  if  we  trace  them, 
they  all  unite  at  lafi,  and  all  come  to  the  fame  iilue, 
difgorging  themfelves  in  one  into  the  fame  great  ocean 
Not  one  of  all  the  ftreams  fail  of  coming  hither  at 
lafi:. 

V.  From  the  whole  that  has  been  faid,  we  may 
fixongly  argue,  that  the  icriptures  are  the  word  of 
God,  becaufe  they  alone  inform  us  what  God  is  about, 
or  what  he  aims  at,  in  thefe  works  which  he  is  doing 
in  the  world.  God  doubtlefs  is  purfuing  fome  defign, 
and  carrying  on  fome  fcheme,  in  the  various  changes 
and  revolutions  which  from  age  to  age  came  to  pals  in 
the  world.  It  is  moll:  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  there 
is  fome  certain  great  defign  to  which  Providence  fubor- 
dinates  all  the  great  fucceflive  changes  in  the  affairs  of 
the  world  which  God  has  made.  It  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  all  revolutions,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  the  end  of  it,  are  but  the  vai'ious  parts  of 
the  fame  fcheme,  all  confpiring  to  bring  to  pafs  that 
great  event  which  the  great  creator  and  governor  of  the 
world  has  ultimately  in  view  ;  and  that  the  fcheme  will 
not  be  finifhed,  nor  the  defign  fully  accomplilhed,  and 
the  great  and  ultimate  event  fully  brought  to  pafs,  till 
the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  laft  revolution  is  brought 
about. 

Now  there  is  nothing  elfe  that  informs  us  what  this 
fcheme  and  defign  of  God  in  his  works  is,  but  only  the 
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holy  fcriptures.  Nothing  elfe  pretends  to  fet  in  view 
the  whole  feries  of  God’s  works  of  providence  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end,  and  to  inform  us  how  all  things  were 
from  God  at  fird,  and  for  what  end  they  are,  and  how 
th-y  oideied  from  the  beginning,  and  how  they 

vid  pioceed  to  the  end  of  the  worlds  and  what  they 
will  come  to  at  laid,  and  how  then  all  things  fhall  be  to 
God.  Nothing  elfe  but  the  fcriptures  has  any  pretence 
ior  ihowing  any  manner  of  regular  Icheme  or  drift  in 
thole  revolutions  which  God  orders  from  age  to  age. 
Nothing  elfe  pretends  to  fhow  what  God  would  by  the 
things  which  he  has  done,  and  is  doing,  and  will  do ; 
what  he  feeks  and  intends  by  them.  Nothing  elfe  pre¬ 
tends  to  fhow,  with  any  didinctnefs  or  certainty,  how 
the  world  began  at  fird,  or  to  tell  us  the  original  of 
things.  Nothing  but  the  fcriptures  fets  forth  how  God 
governed  the  world  from  the  beginning  of  the  genera¬ 
tions  Ox  men  upon  the  earth,  in  an  orderly  hidory }  and 
nothing  elfe  fets  before  us  how  he  will  govern  it  to  the 
end,  by  an  orderly  prophecy  of  future  events ;  agree¬ 
able  to  the  challenge  which  God  makes  to  the  gods, 
and  prophets,  and  teachers  of  the  Heathen,  in  if.  xli.  22. 
23.  <cLet  them  bring  them  forth,  and  fhew  us  what  fliall 
u  happen  :  let  them  fhew  the  former  things  what  they 
be,  that  we  may  confider  them,  and  know  the  latter 
end  of  them  ;  or  declare  us  things  for  to  come.  Shew 
the  things  that  are  to  come  hereafter,  that  we  may 
know  that  ye  are  gods.” 

Pveafon  fhows,  that  it  is  fit  and  requifite,  that  the  in¬ 
telligent  and  rational  beings  of  the  world  fhould  know 
Something  of  God’s  fcheme  and  defign  in  his  works  : 
for  they  doubtlefs  are  the  beings  that  are  principally 
concerned.  I  he  thing  that  is  God’s  great  defign  in  his 
works,  is  doubtlefs  fomething  concerning  his  reafon- 
able  creatures,  rather  than  brute  beads  and  lifeiefs 
things.  Ph  e  revolutions  by  which  God’s  great  defign 
is  brought  to  pals,  are  doubtlefs  revolutions  chiefly  a- 
mong  them,  and  which  concern  their  date,  and  not 
die  date  of  things  without  life  or  reafon.  And  there- 
y  it  is  requifite,  that  they  fhouid  know  fome¬ 
thing  of  it ;  efpecially  feeing  that  reafon  teaches,  that 
God  has  given  his  rational  creatures  reafon,  and  a  ca¬ 
pacity  qf  feeing  God  in  his  works ;  for  this  end,  that 
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they  may  fee  God’s  glory  in  them,  and  give^  him  the 
glory  of  them.  But  how  can  they  fee  Gods  gloiy  in 
his  works,  if  they  do  not  know  what  God  s  defign  in 
them  is,  and  what  he  aims  at  by  what  he  is  doing  in 
the  world  ? 

And  further,  it  is  fit  that  mankind  fliould  be  in¬ 
formed  fome thing  of  God’s  defign  in  the  government 
•of  the  world,  becauie  they  are  made  capable  of  actively 
falling  in  with  that  defign,  and  promoting  of  it,  and 
aCting  herein  as  his  friends  and  iuDjeCls  ,  it  is  there¬ 
fore  reafonabie  to  fuppofe,  that  God  has  given  mankind 
fome  revelation  to  inform  them  of  this  :  but  there  is 
nothing  elfe  that  does  it  but  the  Bible.  In  the  Biole 
this  is  done.  Hence  we  may  learn  an  account  of  the 
firft  original  of  things,  and  an  orderly  account  of  the 
fcheme  of  God’s  works  from  the  firft  beginning, 
through  tliofe  ages  that  are  beyond  the  reach  of  ail 
other  hiftories.  Here  we  are  told  what  God  aims  at  in 
the  whole,  what  is  the  great  end,  how  he  has  contri¬ 
ved  the  grand  defign  he  drives  at,  and  the  great  tilings 
he  would  accomplilh  by  all.  Here  we  have  a  molt  ra¬ 
tional  excellent  account  of  this  matter,  worthy  oi  God, 
and  exceedingly  fhewing  forth  the  glory  of  his  perfec¬ 
tions,  his  majefty,  his  wifdom,  his  glorious  holinefs, 
and  grace,  and  love,  and  his  exaltation  above  all,  Blow¬ 
ing  how  he  is  the  firft  and  the  laft. 

Here  we  are  fliown  the  connection  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  work  of  providence,  and  how  all  harmoni- 
fes,  and  is  connected  together  in  a  regular,  beautiful, 
and  glorious  frame.  In  the  Bible,  wre  have  an  account 
of  .  the  whole  fcheme  of  providence,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world  to  the  end  of  it,  either  in  hiftory  or 
prophecy,  and  are  told  what  will  become  of  things  at 
laft*,  how  they  will  be  finilhed  oft  by  a  great  day  of 
judgement,  and  will  iffue  in  the  fubduing  of  God’s  e- 
nemies,  and  in  the  falvation  and  glory  of  his  church, 
and  fetting  up  of  the  cveriafting  kingdom  of  his  Son. 

How  rational,  worthy,  and  excellent  a  revelation  is 
this .!  and  how  excellent  a  book  is  the  Bible,  which 
contains  fo  much  beyond  all  other  books  in  the  world  l 
and  what  characters  are  here  of  its  being  indeed  a  di¬ 
vine  book  i  a  book  that  the  great  Jehovah  has  given  to 
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mankind  for  their  inftru&ion,  without  which  we  fhould 
be  left  in  miferable  darknefs  and  confufion  ! 

.  VI.  From  what  lias  been  faid.  we  may  fee  the  glo¬ 
rious  majefty  and  power  of  God  in  this  affair  of  re- 
demption  :  efpecially  is  God  glorious  in  power.  His 
glorious  power  appears  in  upholding  his  church  for  fo 
long  a  time,  and  carrying  on  this  work;  upholding  it 
oftentimes  when  it  was  but  as  a  little  fpark  of  lire,  or 
as  fmoking  flax,  in  which  the  fire  was  almoft  gone  out, 
and  the  power  of  earth  and  hell  were  combined  to  de- 
ftroy  it.  Yet  God  has  never  fuffered  them  to  quench 
u,  ana  finally  will  bring  forth  judgement  unto  victory. 
God  gloi  ifies  his  ffrength  in  his  church’s  weaknefs  ;  in 
caufing  his  people,  who  are  like  a  number  of  little  in¬ 
fants,  finally  to  triumph  over  all  earth  and  hell ;  fo  that 
they  lhall  tiead  on  the  lion  and  adder;  the  young  lion 
and  dragon  lhall  they  trample  under  foot.  The  glo¬ 
rious  power  of  God  appears  in  conquering  his  many 
and  mighty  enemies  by  that  perfon  who  was  once  an  in- 
fant  in  a  manger,  and  appeared  as  a  poor,  weak,  defpi- 
ied  iiian.  He  conquers  them,  and  triumphs  over  them 
in  their  own  weapon,  the  crois. 

The  glorious  majefty  of  God  appears  in  conquering 
all  thole  mighty  enemies  of  the  church  one  age  after 
another ;  in  conquering  Satan,  that  proud  and  ftrong 
Ipiiit,  and  all  his  hellilh  hoft  \  in  bringing  him  down 
under  foot,  long  alter  he  had  vaunted  himfelf  as  god 
of  this  world,  and  when  he  did  his  utmoil  to  fupport 
himfelf  in  his  kingdom. 

God  s  power  glorioufly  appears  in  conquering  Satan 
when  exalted  in  that  ftrongeft  and  mo  ft  potent  Heathen 
kingdom  that  ever  he  had,  the  Roman  empire.  Chrift, 
our  Michael,  has  overcome  him,  and  the  devil  was  call: 
out,  and  there  was  found  no  more  place  for  him  in 
heaven  ;  but  he  was  calf  out  unto  the  earth,  and  his 
angels  were  caft  out  with  him.  -Again,  his  power  glo* 
rioully  appears  in  conquering  him  in  that  kingdom 
wherein  his  pride,  and  lubtlety,  and  cruelty,  above  all 
appears,  viz.  the  kingdom  of  Antichrift.  It  gloricC&fly 
appears  in  conquering  him  in  that  greateft  and  ftroftlgeft 
combination  and  oppolkion  of  the  devil  and  liis  adhe¬ 
rents  againft  Chrift;  and  his  church,  juft:  before  *  the  fall 
of  Antichrift,  wherein  his  vifible  kingdom  has  a  fatal 

blow 
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blow  given  it,  on  which  an  univcrfal  downfall  of  it  foi- 
lows  all  over  the  world. 

The  glorious  power  of  God  appears  in  thus  conquer¬ 
ing  the  devil,  and  bringing  him  under  foot,  time  after 
time,  after  long  time  given  him  to  ftrengthen  himfelf 
to  his  utmoft,  as  he  was  once  overthrown  in  his  Hea¬ 
then  Roman  empire,  after  he  had  been  making  himfelf 
llrong  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  ever  fxnce  the  build¬ 
ing  of  Babel.  It  appears  alfo  in  overthrowing  his  king¬ 
dom  more  fatally  and  univerfally  all  over  the  world, 
after  he  had  again  another  opportunity  given  him  to 
ftrengthen  himfelf  to  his  utmoft  for  many  ages,  by  fet- 
ting  up  thofe  two  great  kingdoms  of  Antichrift  and 
Mahomet,  and  to  eftablifh  his  intereft  in  the  Heathen 
world.  We  have  feen  how  thefe  kingdoms  of  God’s 
enemies,  that,  before  God  appears,  look  ftrong,  as  tho’ 
it  was  impoilible  to  overthrow  them ;  yet,  time  after 
time,  when  God  appears,  they  leem  to  melt  away,  as 
the  fat  of  lambs  before  the  fire,  and  are  driven  awav 
as  the  chaff  before  the  whirlwind,  or  the  fmoke  out  of 
the  chimney. 

Thofe  mighty  kingdoms  of  Antichrift  and  Mahomet, 
which  have  made  liich  a  figure  for  fo  many  ages  toge¬ 
ther,  and  have  trampled  the  world  under  foot,  when 
God  comes  to  appear,  will  vanifli  away  like  a  lhadow, 
and  will  as  it  were  difappear  of  themfelves,  and  come 
to  nothing,  as  the  darknefs  in  a  room  does,  when  the 
light  is  brought  in.  What  are  God’s  enemies  in  his 
hands  ?  How  is  their  greateft  ftrength  weaknefs  when 
he  rifes  up  !  and  how  weak  will  they  all  appear  toge¬ 
ther  at  the  day  of  judgement !  Thus  we  may  apply 
thofe  words  in  the  fong  of  Mofes,  Exod.  xv.  6.  “  Thy 
“  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power : 
u  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dallied  in  pieces 
(C  the  enemy.”  And  how  great  doth  the  majeity  of 
God  appear  in  overturning  the  world  from  time  to 
time,  to  accomplilh  his  defigns,  and  at  laft  in  cauling 
the  earth  and  heavens  to  flee  away,  for  the  advancement 
of  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  ! 

VII.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  glo¬ 
rious  wifdom  of  God.  It  fliows  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  creating  the  world,  in  that  he  has  created  it  for  fuch 
an  excellent  ufe,  to  accomplilh  in  it  fo  glorious  a  work. 

And 
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And  it  {hows  the  wifdom  of  divine  Providence,  that  he 
brings  fuch  great  good  out  of  fuch  great  evil,  in  ma¬ 
king  the  fall  and  ruin  of  mankind,  which  in  itfelf  is  fo 
forrowful  and  deplorable,  an  occaiion  of  accomplifhimr 
iuch  a  glorious  work  as  this  work  of  redemption,  and 
ol'  erecting  iuch  a  glorious  building,  whofe  top  ihould 
i  each  unto  heaven,  and  of  bringing  his  ele£t  to  a  Hate 
or  fuch  unfpeakable  happinefs.  And  how  glorious 
doth  the  wiidom  of  God  appear  in  that  long  courfe  and 
feries  or  great  changes  in  the  world,  in  bringing  fuch 
order  out  of  confuhon,  in  fo  fruftrating  the  devil,  and 
io  wonderfully  turning  all  his  mold  fubtle  machinations 
to  his  own  glory,  and  the  glory  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  in  carding  the  greateft  works  of  Satan,  thofe  in 
which  he  has  mod:  glorif  ed  himfelf,  to  be  wholly  turn¬ 
ed  into  occaiions  of  i o  much  the  more  glorious  triumph 
of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  !  And  how  wonderful  is  the 
wifdom  of  God,  in  bringing  all  fuch  manifold  and  va¬ 
rious  changes  and  overturnings  in  the  world  to  fuch  a 
glorious  period  at  laft,  and  in  fo  directing  all  the  wheels 
of  providence  by  his  fkilful  hand,  that  every  one  of 
them  confpires,  as  the  manifold  wheels  of  a  moft  cu¬ 
rious  machine,  at  laft  to  ftrike  out  fuch  an  excellent 
blue,  fuch  a  manifeftation  of  the  divine  glory,  fuch 
happinefs  to  his  people,  and  fuch  a  glorious  and  ever- 
lafting  kingdom  to  his  Son  ! 

VIII.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  lia¬ 
bility  of  God?s  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  to  his  people  ; 
how  he  never  forfakes  his  inheritance,  and  remembers 
his  covenant  to  them  through  all  generations.  Now 
we  may  fee  what  reafon  there  was  for  the  words  of  the 
text,  “  The  moth  fhall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and 
“  the  worm  {hall  eat  them  like  wool ;  but  my  righ- 
<c  teoufnefs  fhall  endure  for  ever  and  ever,  and  my  fal. 

<4  vatlon  from  generation  to  generation.”  And  now 
we  may  fee  abundant  reafon  for  that  name  of  God 
which  he  reveals  to  Mofes,  Exod.  iii.  14.  “  And  God 
ct  faid  unto  Mofes,  1  am  that  lam  ”  i.  e.  I  am  the 
fame  that  I  was  when  I  entered  into  covenant  with  A- 
braham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  ever  fhall  be  the  fame: 

I  {hall  keep  covenant  for  ever :  I  am  felr-fufticient,  all- 
flifficient,  and  immutable. 

And  now  we  may  fee  the  truth  of  that,  Pfal.  xxxvi. 

5.  6.  cc  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens ;  and  thy 

is  faithfulnefs 
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«  faithfulnefs  reacheth  unto  the  clouds.  Thy  righ- 
i(  teoufnefs  is  like  the  great  mountains  ;  thy  judgements 

are  a  great  deep.”  And  if  we  confider  what  has 
been  faid,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  Pfalmift,  in  the 
136th  Pfalm,  fo  often  repeats  this,  For  his  mercy  chdu- 
reth  for  ever ;  as  if  he  were  in  an  ecftaly  at  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  perpetuity  of  God’s  mercy  to  his  church, 
and  delighted  to  think  of  it,  and  knew  not  how  but 
continually  to  exprefs  it.  Let  us  with  like  pleafure  and 
joy  celebrate  the  everlafting  duration  of  God’s  mercy 
and  faithfulnefs  to  his  church  and  people,  and  let  us  be 
comforted  by  it  under  the  prefent  dark  circumftances 
of  the  church  of  God,  and  all  the  uproar  and  confu¬ 
sions  that  are  in  the  world,  and  all  the  threatenings  of 
the  church’s  enemies.  And  let  us  take  encouragement 
earneftly  to  pray  for  thofe  glorious  things  which  God 
has  promifed  to  accomplilh  for  his  church. 

XX.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  happy  a  fociety  the 
church  of  Chrift  is.  For  all  this  great  work  is  for  them. 
Chrift  undertook  it  for  their  fakes,  and  for  their  fakes 
he  carries  it  on,  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the 
world  •,  it  is  becaufe  he  has  loved  them  with  an  ever¬ 
lafting  love.  For  their  fakes  he  overturns  ftatcs  and 
kingdoms.  For  their  fakes  he  fhakes  heaven  and  earth. 
He  gives  men  for  them,  and  people  for  their  life.  Since 
they  have  been  precious  in  God’s  fight,  they  have  been 
honourable  ;  and  therefore  he  firft  gives  the  blood  of  his 
own  Son  to  them,  and  then,  for  their  fakes,  gives  the 
blood  of  all  their  enemies,  many  thoufands  and  mil¬ 
lions,  all  nations  that  ftand  in  their  way,  as  a  facrifice 
to  their  good. 

For  their  fakes  he  made  the  world,  and  for  their 
fakes  he  will  deftroy  it :  for  their  fakes  lie  built  heaven, 
and  for  their  fakes  he  makes  his  angels  miniftring  fpirits. 
Therefore  the  Apoftle  fays,  as  he  does,  1  Cor.  iii.  21. 
&c.  ((  All  things  are  yours  :  whether  Paul,  or  Apol- 
<e  los,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 

things  prefent,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  yours.” 
How  bleffed  is  this  people  who  are  redeemed  from  a- 
xnong  men,  and  are  the  firft  fruits  unto  God,  and  to 
the  Lamb ;  who  have  God  in  all  ages  for  their  protec¬ 
tion  and  help!  Deut.  xxxiii.  29.  “  Happy  art  thou,  O 
^  Ifrael :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by  the 

Lord, 
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“  Lord,  tlie  lhield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword 
“  thy  excellency!  and  thine  enemies  lhall  be  fotind 
“  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  lhalt  tread  upon  their  high 
€t  places.” 

Let  who  will  prevail  now,  let  the  enemies  of  the 
church  exalt  themfelves  as  much  as  they  will,  thefe  arc 
the  people  that  fhall  finally  prevail.  The  laft  kingdom 
fhall  finally  be  theirs ;  the  kingdom  fhall  finally  be  gi¬ 
ven  into  their  hands,  and  fhall  not  be  left  to  other  peo¬ 
ple.  We  have  feen  what  a  blefTed  iffue  things  fhall  fi¬ 
nally  be  brought  to  as  to  them,  and  what  glory  they 
fhall  arrive  at,  and  remain  in  poftefiion  of,  for  ever 
and  ever,  after  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  come 
to  an  end,  and  the  earth  is  removed,  and  mountains 
are  carried  into  the  depth  of  the  fea,  or  where  the  fea 
was,  and  this  lower  earth  fhall  all  be  diftolved.  O  happy 
people,  and  bleffed  fociety  !  Well  may  they  fpend  an  e- 
ternity  in  praifes  and  hallelujahs  to  him  who  hath  lo¬ 
ved  them  from  eternity,  and  will  love  them  to  eter¬ 
nity. 

X.  And,  lafily,  hence  all  wicked  men,  all  that  are 
in  a  Chriftiefs  condition,  may  fee  their  exceeding  mi- 
fery.  You  that  are  fuch,  whoever  you  are,  you  are 
thofe  who  fhall  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this  matter.  You 
are  never  the  better  for  any  of  thofe  things  of  which 
you  have  heard  :  yea,  your  guilt  is  but  fo  much  the 
greater,  and  the  mifery  you  are  expofed  to  fo  much  the 
more  dreadful.  You  are  fome  of  that  fort,  againft 
whom  God,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  work,  exerciles  fo 
much  manifeft  wrath  ;  fome  of  thofe  enemies  who  are 
liable  to  be  made  Chrift’s  footftool,  and  to  be  ruled 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  to  be  dalhed  in  pieces.  You 
are  fome  of  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  to  bruife  the  head 
of  which  is  one  great  defign  of  all  this  work.  What¬ 
ever  glorious  things  God  accomplifhes  for  his  church, 
if  you  continue  in  the  hate  you  are  now  in,  they  will 
not  be  glorious  to  you.  The  moft  glorious  times  of 
the  church  are  always  the  moft  difrfial  times  to  the 
wicked  and  impenitent.  This  we  are  taught  in  If.  Ixvi. 

14. - And  fo  we  find,  where-ever  glorious  things  are 

foretold  concerning  the  church,  there  terrible  things 
are  foretold  concerning  the  wicked,  its  enemies.  And 
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fo  it  ever  has  been  in  fa£t ;  in  all  remarkable  deliverances 
wrought  for  the  church,  there  has  been  alfo  a  remark¬ 
able  execution  of  wrath  on  its  enemies.  So  it  was  when 
God  delivered  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  remarkably  poured  out  his  wrath  on 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians.  So  when  he  brought 
them  into  Canaan  by  Jolliua,  and  gave  them  that  good 
land,  he  remarkably  executed  wrath  upon  the  Canaan- 
ites.  So  when  they  were  delivered  out  of  their  Baby- 
lonifh  captivity,  bgnal  vengeance  was  inflicted  on  the 
Babylonians.  So  when  the  Gentiles  were  called,  and 
the  eleft  of  God  were  faved  by  the  preaching  of  the  a- 
poftles,  Jerufalem  and  the  perfecuting  Jews  were  de- 
ftroyed  in  a  molt  awful  manner.  I  might  obferve  the 
fame  concerning  the  glory  accomplished  to  the  church 
in  the  days  of  Conftantine,  at  the  overthrow  of  Satan  s 
vifible  kingdom  in  the  downfall  of  Antichrid,  and  at 
the  day  of  judgement.  In  all  thefe  indances,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  lad,  there  have  been,  or  will  be,  exhibited 
mod  awful  tokens  of  the  divine  wrath  againd  the  wick¬ 
ed.  And  to  this  clafs  of  men  you  belong. 

You  are  indeed  fome  of  that  fort  that  God  will  make 
ufe  of  in  this  affair  ;  but  it  will  be  for  the  glory  of  his 
judice,  and  not  of  his  mercy.  You  are  fome  of  thole 
enemies  of  God  who  are  referved  for  the  triumph  of 
Chrift’s  glorious  power  in  overcoming  and  punidling 
them.  You  are  fome  of  that  fort  that  diall  be  confu- 
med  with  this  accurfed  world  after  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment,  when  Chrid  and  his  church  fhall  triumphantly 
and  glorioudy  afeend  to  heaven. 

Therefore  let  all  that  are  in  a  Chriftlcfs  condition  a- 
mongd  us  ferioufiy  copfider  thefe  things,  and  ndt  be 
like  the  foolifh  people  of  the  old  world,  who  would  not. 
take  warning,  when  Noah  told  them,  that  the  Lord 
was  about  to  bring  a  dood  of  waters  upon  the  earth  ; 
or  like  the  people  of  Sodom,  who  would  not  regard, 
when  Lot  told  them,  that  God  would  dedroy  that  city, 
and  would  not  dee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  fo  were 
confumed  in  that  terrible  dedruction. 

And  now  I  would  conclude  my  whole  difeourfe  on 
this  fubjefl,  in  words  like  thofe  in  the  lad  of  the  Reve¬ 
lation  :  “  Thefe  layings  are  faithful  and  true,  and  blell- 
*  3  B  b  ed 
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ed  is  he  that  keepeth  thefe  fayings.  Behold,  Chrift  co-? 
meth  quickly,  and  his  reward  is  with  him,  to  render  to 
every  man  according  as  his  work  fhall  be.  And  he  that 
is  unjuft,  fhall  be  unjuft  ftill;  and  he  that  is  filthy, 
fhall  be  filthy  ftill  ;  and  he  that  is  holy,  fhall  be  holy 
ftill.  Blefted  are  they  that  do  his  commandments, 
that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may 
enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city  :  for  without 
are  dogs,  and  lorcerers,  and  whoremongers,  and 
murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  whofoever  loveth  and 
maketh  a  lie.  He  that  teftifieth  thefe  things,  faith. 
Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen  ;  even  fo  come  Lord 
Jefus.’* 


FINIS. 


< 


HE  late  learned  and  ingenious  MrEd- 


-*■  wards  left  in  MS.  feveral  hundred  fer- 
mons  on  doctrinal  and  practical  fubjects, 
explications  of  above  500  texts  of  fcripture, 
and  eflays  on  the  truth  and  excellency  of 
the  Chriftian  religion,  the  harmony  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  the  divinity  of 
Chrift,  the  neceffity  and  reafonablenefs  of 
atonement  and  of  the  imputation  of  merit, 
the  eternity  of  hell-torments,  the  foreknow¬ 
ledge  of  God,  predeftination,  univerfal  and 
particular  redemption,  efficacious  grace,  ju- 
ftification,  perfeverance,  &c.  Though  he 
had  no  defign  to  publilh  thefe  in  the  form 
in  which  he  left  them,  yet,  in  the  opinion 
of  good  judges  in  America  who  have  per- 
ufed  them,  they  contain  a  variety  of  new 
and  ftriking  fentiments,  on  many  import¬ 
ant  and  difficult  fubjedds,  which  might 
communicate  to  the  Chriftian  world  much 
ufeful  inftruction. 

When  writers  excel  only  in  ftyle  and  com- 
polition,  they  can  derive  little  honour,  and 
the  public  can  reap  fmall  improvement, 
from  the  printing  their  loofe  unfiniflred  pa¬ 
pers  ;  but  important  original  thoughts,  tho' 


not  accurately  methodized,  nor  adorned 
with  the  beauties  of  eloquence,  well  merit 
being  preferved  from  oblivion.  If  fo  much 
of  the  author’s  penetration  and  judgement 
appear  in  the  preceding  fheets,  written  a- 
bout  twenty  years  before  his  death,  much 
more  may  be  expecled  from  compofitions  in 
a  period,  when  years,  fludy,  and  expe¬ 
rience,  had  greatly  increafed  his  flock  of 
knowledge.  Whether  the  publifher  fhall 
favour  the  world  with  any  more  of  thefe 
valuable  remains,  will  probably  in  a  good 
meafure  depend  on  the  encouragement  this 
work  meets  with. 


